Ecnu OBl OHA yCIIBIIIAIA, KaK KTO-TO TOBOPUT 00 9TOM, OHHK OB YCJIBIIIAIN OT JJI APy JTaCKOBHIX.

— Temneps g B IOPSOKE.

—AsdHeB IMopsigkKe, 4 X04y yOapuTh UX.

— Cmacub6o, 911.

Témnmnmast ICKPEHHOCTH B €€ Ipy0OM TOHE 3acTaBuiia JIETUIINIO YIHIOHYThCS.

B sToT MOMeHT crnoBa EHOXa, cKa3aHHbIE HECKOIBKO AHEN Ha3al, 9XOM OTHAJIUCh B €€ yIIax.

[4 He TaKOM, KaK Te JTIOIX, KOTOPhIe TPUUYUHUIU Tebe 007b.]

BepHo.

EHOX He OB ITOX0K Ha €€ CeMbI0, TO 2Ke caMoe OBIJI0 BePHO s I u fAHa.

910 npupano JIeTUIMY YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, YTO OHA He OTKaXeTCs OT CBOEH UOEeH, U el yoamoch
TTPOTONTKHYTH CITyX.

B sToT MOMEHT...

— IIpomwmy npoiiesus.

JleTunst HEPBHO OKJIMKaJIa TPOX0KuxX. OOBIYHO BCE CMOTPENIH, HO MMPOXOOUIIA MUMO, II09TOMY Ha
3TOT pa3 OHa pelluia IonpoboBaTh CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIOb BCIYX.

HeCMOTpH Ha eé HEPBO3HOCTL, IIPOMUIOIIJIO HEYTO HEOKUOAHHOE.

— 4 OBl X0TeNa B35ITh OMHO, ITOXKAJYHCTA.

— Xax?

— JlaiTe MHe OTHO.

— Ox, ma.

OHa mopymara, 4TO OCJIbIIIaiack, HO XKEeHIMHA YKa3alla IajblleM Ha IleueHbe. YIUBIEHHAS,



JleTunus He cMorIa CKPRITh CBOEU HEJIOBKOCTH, Korga npO}Kameﬁ pYKOfI IIPOTAHYJIaA II€YEHbE.

TonbpKo Korpa XKeHIIKHa OTOABUHYJIACh, HANIpsSKeHue B e€ Telle 0ciiabiio.

— KT0-T0, HaKOHel], KyIIul...

— Bepno! HakoHEN-TO MOSABUIICS KTO-TO, KTO 3HAET, Y€r0 OHO CTOUT.

DI ¢ BOCTOPKEHHBIM BU3TOM IT0XKaja pyky JleTumuu, oHa Obljla CHACT/IMBa Y3HATh, YTO HE TOIBKO Y
Heé BCE xopolro B 6u3Hece.

Ha cnepytomuii neHb y HEE OBIJIO [IBa KJIMEHTA, 3aTEM IISITh, AECATh U Tak fajee. X KOIU4eCcTBO
YBETMYUBAJIOCh C KaXKOBIM JHEM, KaK 110 BOJIIEOCTBY.

* % x

Hecxkosnbko mHeR Ha3af.

— IlaBHO He BuOeNuCh, I'pad Actep. 3mech eCTh BCE, UTO BBl MCKAIH, IPSIMO 3ECE.

— Ilonsn. d He Mory mepenaTh BaM, Kak s ObIT YOUBJIEH, Y3HAB, YTO TPOU3OIIJIO YTO-TO CEPLE3HOE.

— Bam HpaBuTCS, KOTa Bac Tak Ha3bIBAIOT?

[BopsiHe, mpulefmre B 0COOHSK 1o npockOe 'pada, Bce roBopunu enko. OmHAKO 110 BEIPaXKEHUIO
ero nuua ObII0 0YeBUIHO, YTO €My 3TO IIOHPaBUJIOCh.

— { mo3Ban Bac, MOTOMY YTO CKy4asl I10 BaM, HO BHl MeHS cMylaeTe. [laBaliTe He OyieM Tak CTOSTS,
IaBalTe MPOCTO BOMAEM BHYTPb.

I'pad AcTep BHIIIETT HABCTPEYY CBOUM roCTAM. OH MUJIO YIBIOHYJICS ¥ IIOBEN UX B TOCTUHYIO.

Kak TonbKO OHU CeJH, Y 0OOHOT0 13 rocTeit I'pada BO3HUK K HEMY BOIIPOC.

— Yro Ha Bac HameTo?

— XM-M?

— Komnb1o, KoJblo.



— OX, BB ©UM€€eTe B BHY 3TO?

Tomnpko Torga I'pad AcTep, KOTOPHIM 3HAJ, YTO OH UMeJT B BUOY, MOTHSJ PYKy. Kak TOJIBKO KOJIBIO
IoIajaeT Ha CBeT, u 6e3 TOro OleCTSIIN IparolleHHbN KaMeHb CUsEeT eIle spye.

— A He OyMalo, 4TO KOTa-1u00 BHUIEN 3TO paHbIlIe, 3TO 4YTO-TO HOBOE?

Ha mepBrIi B3TJIAM, Y HET0 OB IPOCTOM Au3aiH. Ho IpUCMOTPEBIINCEH IOBHUMATEIbHEE, OHU
CMOTJIX Pa3TJisfeTh UCKYCHYIO paboTy.

Mapkus, KOTOPBIN CIIOKOWHO CITYIIAJ Pa3roBOP MeXOYy HUMHU, CIIPOCHUJI, CJIeTKAa HaXMYPUBILHKCh.

— LBert OParogeHHOro KaMHs YHUKAJIeH, OH U3 IIaXThI MapKH3a HGPOH?

Ero muckoMopT SBHO OIIyIIAJICs, KOTHa OH CIIpalIuBall.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH YBHU/IEI KOJbI[0, OH IIOAyMaJl O CEeKPETHOM XBaCTOBCTBE Mapku3a JIepost o
TOM, UTO OH HadaJl OM3HEeC C Py[Ioii, KOTOpas MOTrjia Obl 3aMEHUThH PO30BEIE OPHUIITHAHTHL.

— O%, 3T0 He pypna c maxTel Mapku3sa Jlepos.

— Torga u3 Kakoro OParoneHHoro KaMHA OH coenas?

— BrI uMeeTe B BUJy, UTO €CTh €IIl€ OJUH OparolleHHbIM KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM KMEEeT 3TOT 0COOIN IIBET?

I'pad AcTep IPUTBOPUIICS HEYBEPEHHBIM, OMHOBPEMEHHO IOJCTETUBAS UX JTIOOOIBITCTBO, YTOOH
HAWUTH OTBET.

— ECTh TONIBKO OOUH leaI“OI_IeHHLIﬁ KaM€Hb TaKOI'0O IIBETa.

— Heyxenu...

MapKI/IS CpPa3y IIOHAII, 4YTO OH MMeEJI B BUY, ¥ CIIPOCHUII C HEAOBEPYUBLIM BUJOM.

— ITO PO30BHI OPUIITUAHT?

— Xoii, Ha 3TOM LIaxXTe yXkKe OeCSTh JIeT He JOORIBAIOT AParoleHHBIX KaMHEeH.,

— THI DOMXKEH CKa3aTh YTO-TO, YTO UMEET CMEICII.



Bce mpukycunu s3wIKU ¥ XKganu cioB ['pada.

I'pad Actep HEOPEKHO KUBHYIL.

— 9TO0 PO30BHIY OpUIITUAHT.

— Yto0?

— 910 mpaBga?

— BrI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO AOOBITO Ha IIaXTe, KOTOpas yX&Ke [eCsTh JIeT HU4Yero He MPOU3BOIUT?

HBOpHHe IIPOOOJIZKAJIX CIIPAIIXMBATE CHOBA X CHOBA. OHM COMHEBAJINUCh, XOTS OTBET OBIT IIpsIMO Iiepen
HHUMHU.

HecMmoTps Ha HalpaB/ieHHOe Ha Hero HefoBepue, ['pad AcTep OTBETUIT OPYXKeNI0OHON YITbIOKOH,
KOTOPYIO COXPaHSJI C CaMOro HadaJa.

— [la, Bcé BepHO. HepaBHO 5 Hauajl HHBECTUPOBATH B 3Ty IIaXTy.

— Ox, boxe moii. YTo 3aCTaBUIO BaC OBEPUTH B ITU UHBECTULIUN?

— Pa3Be BHI HE MOXKETE MOTEPSITh MHOT'O [IEHET, €CIIK YTO-TO MTOUMIET HE TaK?

Korpa ero cmpocunu, moyeMy OH BeHET [iefla C 9TOH IaxToi, ['pad AcTep moxar Imiedyamu.

— BrI Korma-HuOyOb BUAesH, YTOOH S Tepriesl Heyaady B Ou3Hece?

Bce 3aMoryany pu CIOBaX, KOTOPHIe OH MMPOU3HEC, HE MEeHSS BHIPAKeHUS JIUIa. ITO 3ByJasio
caMoHafessHHO, HO I'pad AcTep He ommmbarcs.

— Taxk BEI cHenaau KOJIbII0 U3 3TOr0 KaMHSI?

— 910 OBITIO KOJIBIIO, TIOJapeHHOe MHe I'eprioromM AxuinecoM, KOTOPHIH 3a60TUTCS 0 pebEHKe, 0
KOTOPOM s 3a004yCh, KakK 0 COOCTBEHHOM OYEPH.



9T0 OBII MOMEHT, KOT'Ja LIE€JIb UX BEI30Ba 6bIJ'Ia, HaKOHEI, PACKPEITA.

3aTauB gbixaHue, I'pad AcTep BTaliHe XKOajl, YTO KTO-HUOYOb KITIOHET Ha OPOIIEeHHYI0 UM HaXKUBKY.

— 4 BuepBrle by, 4TO y I'pada ecTh peOEHOK, 0 KOTOPOM OH TaK CHUJIBHO 3a00THUTCS.

K cyacThio, BUKOHT BHUMATEJILHO CIIYIIaa U C JII00OMBITCTBOM IIOTIPOCHTT pa3bsicHeHuM. 'pad Actep
TOBOPWI CIIOKOWHO, CTapasiCh He MPOSBIATh HETEPIIEHU .

— Jletumus Jlepoii, oHa peGEHOK, KOTOPOTO 5T JABHO CYUTAIO0 HOYEPHIO.

— Ilous, KoTOPYI0 Mapxkus Jlepoi u3rHan?

— Ecnu BBl cONMU3UTECH C HEH, XOISAT CIAYXH, YTO CIAYYUTCS YTO-TO IIJIOXOE...

Peak1usi, KOTOpPYI0 OH 0XKHAaJ, IIPOX30IIJia: Bce, Ka3aloCh, HEOXOTHO faxke yIoMuHamu JIeTUILIHIO.

I'pad Actep u3o6pa3us youBneHue, Kak Oy[TO HUKOTHA He CIIbIIIA 3TOTO CIyXa, a 3aTeM TPOMKO
paccMmestics.

— Ecnu 6b1 crtyxu OBUTH ITPABHOM, TO PO30BLINA OPHIIIMAHT HU 3@ YTO He mo6pasics Obl U3 3TOU IIaXTHL.

— 3T0 npaBfa, HO...

— Ecnu mogymaTh, Kaxk[bli pa3, Koraa s OB ¢ Hel, CITy4YasiCh TOIBKO XOPOIIKe BelIH.

I'pad AcTep TOBOPUII TaK, KaK OYITO OH 3aHOBO OCO3HAJI, YTO HA 9TOT pPa3 TO, UTO OH CKa3aJ, He OBLIO
HaMepPeHHEIM.

IaBHBIM-IaBHO, KOTa I0Has JIeTHIus moceTuna ocoOHsK, ['paduns Obita 60IbHA.

OpHaxnOe, TI0Clie CIy4YalHoi BCTpeyu c JleTulirel U ojlydeHus OT Heé OpaciieTa XXeJlaHui, e€ Telo
CTaJIo YOUBUTENIHHO 3MOPOBEIM. [[0 TaKOM CTENeHH, YTO HUKTO He IMOBepUsI Okl, YTO B IIPOIIIIOM OHA
Oblla CMepTenbHO 0OJbHA.

— Ecnu mogymarts, 3T0 mpocTo 4ymo. Mos XKeHa cerdac 300pOBa, ¥ AparoleHHbd KaMeHb, KOTOPBIN
He BUIEJIHU MecsSTh JIeT, OblI U3BJIeYEH U3 IIaXTHI...

— OT0 npaBHa?



— Ox, To, 4TO 51 TOIBKO YTO CKa3all, - CEKpeT, II03TOMY, HO}KaJ'Iy'I;ICTa, IIPUTBOPUTECH, YTO BEI 3TOT'O
He CIIBIIIAIN.

I'pad Actep BET cebs Tak, CJI0BHO 60pMOTaJ YTO-TO cebe 1o HOC, ¥ HEJIOBKO YIBIOHYICS.

Onu 3aBepunu I'pada, 4TO COXPAHST ero TalHy u He OyAyT OeCIIOKOUThHCS.

OpHakKo CeKpeThl M3HavyalbHO CYIIeCTBOBAJIHU IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI OBITH PACKPHITHIMH.
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