@y Koy npucHuics kouMmap. Eit caunocs, 4to Jly FOHBIEY 3aMbIISaI UHTPUry npotus YsxH Yy Mo u
y6un ero. Korpa oHa mpocHYyJach, TO, XOTS U 3HaJa, YTO 3TO ObLJT BCETO JIUIIb COH, HE CMOTIJIa CHOBa
3acHyTb. Cepare @y 2Koy cxkajmoch, KOT{Ia OHa BHIIIIA U3 CBOEH KOMHATEI, YTOOHI IIPOTYIISITHCS IO
JIyHHBIM CBETOM.

"fup LI3pipaH, He BUHU MEHS 3a TO, YTO S CHOBa oOpaiiaioch K Tebe. f 4yBCTBYIO ce0st 0OUeHb
pacTepsiHHOM M He MOTY 3acHYTh. AHb L3kiaH, ecnu TH IeHCTBUTENBHO TOT, KTO ITOCTal KO MHe Uy
Mo, noxamnyucTa, 3aluTi ero. OH OTIPaBUJICS Ha BOMHY U CTOJIKHETCS C BparaMu BIIepefu, U Bce XKe
eMy npupetcs 6ecrioKouThCS 0 ToM, 4To JIy KOHbLI3M MTOICTAaBUT €T0 C ThiNla. 1 oueHb 6eCIoK0I0Ch 3a
Hero ..."

"KTo 3mech?" MumMo npolesn naTpyIupyouui OXpaHHUK.

Tonpko Torga @y Koy mmoHsIa, 4TO OHa IOACO3HATENIBHO 1IJ1a B CTOPOHY MMnepaTopckoro capa. OHa
ovicTpo oTBeTUNa: "Crapuas mBes Oy 2Koy u3 MunuctepcTsa Tpyga".

OxpaHHUK IIPOBEPUN ee UAeHTU(HUKALMOHHYI0 TaOIUYKY, HO OCTaJICS IOH03pUTEeIbHEIM. OH X0Ten
OTIIPABHUTH €€ B IoMelleHre MMnepaTopCcKo# TBapAuy [Jis [HOIIpoca.

®y Py mouyBcTBOBana cebss 6eCIIOMOIITHOM, TaK KaK MOHSIA, YTO [eJI0 IPUHUMAET CepPhe3HbIH
0060poT. HeoxXugaHHO MOSBUIICS MPUHIT YXKOY.

"0, 9TO g MpUTTIaCUIl ee Ha cBUpaHue. CKOPO OeHb POXKAEHUS HAJIOKHUIEL fHb, U S XOTeJ IIOPOCUTh
ee BBIIINTEL YTO-HUOYAb 0coOeHHOe I1s Hee. [I0CKOIBKY S XOTeJl COXPaHUTh 3TO B TalHe, 5 PeIn
BCTPETUTHCSA C Hel HOYBI0. ECIIM TH yCTPOUILB 3[1eCh TAKOX [1EPEeIoJIOX U BEIAAlllb MOU CEKPET, TO
VICTIOPTHUIIb CIOPIIPU3, KOTOPHIH ST IPUTOTOBUJI A1 CBOe MaTepu. CMOXKEIIh JIX Tl B3ATh Ha cebs
TaKyl OTBETCTBEHHOCThH?"

I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Ie OXPAaHHHUK TYT K€ U3BUHUJICA U OTIIYCTHII q)y }KOY

"Cnacu6o, 4To momoriau MHe, Baire BricouecTBo". @y 2Koy MOKIOHUIACH ¥ BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA
pe3Kyio 00JIb B JIOKTE.

[Tpuni Y2K0y BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTpPET ee. "Thl mopaHuiach?"

"Het". @y 2Koy He x0Tena co3paBarTh elne 60biie mpobiem.

"Bce 3TH MMIIePaTOPCKKUE OXPAHHUKYU OBUIM CIELHaTbHO 0TOOPaHbl, YTOOH OLITH CAMBIME CUIBHBIMU
Y BBIHOCJIUBHIMHU. THI 2Ke nenu. [1o/KHO OBITh, Ob1I0 60IBHO, KOTHA OHYU yaepKuBanu Tebs". [TpuHIl
YK0y BHE3AITHO IPOTSHYN PYKY u cxBaTun Oy 2Koy 3a TOKOTh B TOM MECTE, THE €€ OO 3TOTO CXBATHUII
oxpaHHUK. [TocegHsst pe3K0o BOOXHYIA.

"W THI BCe ellle TOBOPUIIb, YTO HUYETO cTPaIIHoro?" ITpunil YKoy IOCMOTpeIT Ha Hee U YILIOHYICS.



"3aBTpa yTpOM IIePBHIM [eI0M IIPUXOAM BO OBOpell JIMHBCSIO0 3a 1eKapCTBOM".

@y Koy oTKIOHMIIa €ro npenyioxeHnue: "4 He cmeto OeCIIOKOUTh Bac, Bare BricouecTBo. f mpocTo
OMAY K UMIIEpaTOPCKOMY JIeKaplo 3a ieKapcTBOM". X0Ts MPHUHI] YK0y ITOMOT e, OHa 4YyBCTBOBAJIa,
YTO JIydllle IepKaThCSa OT Hero rnogaiblie.

[Tpunn Yxkoy crupocun: "UTo cienyeT caenaTh, KOrAa BpydarT ITogapok?”

®y Koy cpenana may3sy: "He oTka3bBaThCA .

"OT0 X0pOIII0, YTO THI 3TO 3HaeEIb. 3aBTpa A Oyny xKnaTh TeOs Bo gBoplie JIMHbCSA0. ECcnu Th
IIOCMeeIllb IPOUTHOPUPOBATh MOU IIPUKA3 U He SIBUIILCS, MOXKEIIb I0J0XKAATh ¥ TIOCMOTPETH, 4TO I
coenaw". [IpuHn YK0y IIOBEPHYIICS U YIIeJ], He NOXKULasACh ee OTBeTa.

®y Koy Orlta HeTOBOJIbHA. DTO TAaKOM MaJjieHbKUH Bompoc. [Touemy npuHi YKoy BemeT cebs Tak
CII0KHO? B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa [aXKe IepecTajia YyBCTBOBATh 01ar0lapHOCTh 3@ €ro MOMOIIIE.

Ha cnepytomuit meup @y 2Koy npubsinia Bo gBopel JIMHbCSO.

I Bopern JInHbCS0 OB pe3uneHurel npuHia Yxkoy. OH HaXoguCS Ha IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHE
BocTounoro asopua, HO Hefaneko OT pe3ufeHnuy Mmnepatopa u HanoxHUIE AHb. Korga gsopen
JIMHBCSO TONBKO CTPOMIICS, MiMnepaTop nuyHO HaOO#as 3a XO0OM CTPOUTENIBCTBA U IIPUTI0KUII
MHOT'0 yCUNIUY K oopMiieHuI0o ¥ MeOnupoBKe. OH OB ODHUM U3 HEMHOTMX, UMEBIIUX TPEXCIIOMHYIO
CTPYKTYypy. M3 iBOpIla OTKpHIBaJICS Iy4IInii Ter3axk, a ero Ha3BaHKWe 03Hayvaso "He0o". Briio SICHO,
KaK CUJIbHO MMIepaTop AyIIu He 4asij B 9TOM CBOEM CHIHE.

®y ZKoy paccessHHO CMOTpeJia Ha [ler3aXk, 3aMellKaBIIuCh V IBEPU.

"Trl y2Ke 30ecCh, HeyKeIu Tl AyMaja, YTO CMOXKEIIb TaK JIETKO TOBepHyThCcd U yutu?" Ilpuni Yxoy
CIIPSITAs YNIBIOKY, TaK KaK €ro IeperosIHs BOCTOPT.

"¢ mymaia o ToM, 4TO, ec/iu JieKapcTBO Baitiero BricouecTBa G6ymeT CTOUTH [OPOTO, ST He CMOTY €T0
npuHATh. KpoMe TOTO, 51 He X04Uy BCTYIaTh B 3Ty UTPY, TaK KakK He MOTY CUMTATh Ce0sI JOCTOMHOM".
KoneuHo xke, 3T0 OblJIa JTOBYIIKA.

"Ilaxxe ecny THl HEe IPUMEIIb MO€e J1€eKapCTBO, TH BCE PABHO MOJI2KHA MHE 3a HHIIATEHT B
HWmnepaTtopckoMm Capy". IIpunIl YKoy mpoien 3a NUCbMEHHBIN CTOJ.

@y Koy octanace CTOATh y ABepu. "UTO TH X04elp?"



"TTomoiioy, TOMOTH MHE IIPUTOTOBUTH YepHua". I1puniy Yxkoy cer.

®y Koy momymara, 4To OH BefieT cebsi CTpaHHO. "ITO MOs BUHA, 4TO s Opopauiia nocpenu Houu. Eciu
Baure BricouecTBO cuuTaeT, 4TO MEHS HYKHO HaKa3aTh, MOXKeTe IIPOCTO IlepefaTh MeHs
MMIIEPaTOPCKOY reapauu. Eciu BB XOTUTE yTpoXaTh MHE, MHE XKaJlb, HO 1 He IIPUMY 3TOro".

9TO He BXOIHUIIO B ee 00s13aHHOCTH. [laKe eClii 9TOT YeJIOBEK UMeJ ropa3no 0ojiee BBICOKHM CTATYC,
OHa He X0TeJla YHUXKAThCS.

[TpuH1 Yxkoy mocmotpen Ha @y Koy, KoTopas BCe ellle CTosIa CHapyXku. "Bce BO OBOPIE TOBOPAIT,
YTO THI CEPHE3HO OTHOCHUIILCS K [IeJIy U OCTOPOXKHA BO BCEM, UTO Aenaellb. [[0XxoXke, OHM TOBOPUIIU
npaBay. Crapiuas mBes: Oy, CKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK B OTHelle WBen?"

@y XKoy 0Osvlta o3agadeHa. "Bamie BricouecTBo, 3aueM BaM 3TO 3HATH?"

[TpunIr YKoy 0TBETUI: "BHYTPEHHUM IBOP UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA - 3TO MECTO C HAaubGOIbIIUM
KOJINYECTBOM CXeM U JIOBYILIEK B MUpe. Bo BpeMeHa npeasigyllell AUHACTAN TPOU30LIENl TPOMKUN
cnydaii. ['pymiia IBOPIIOBHIX CIIy:KaHOK Obllla HEOBOJIbHA TEM, UTO cynpyra JIy yOuna omHOTO U3 UX
JIIofe, ¥ IJIaHupoBalia oTpaBuTh ee. OMHAKO OOHY U3 IBOPLIOBHIX CITy2KaHOK ITOWMalu
MMIIEPATOPCKYE TBapAeUIbl, KOTOa OHa HalpaBisaiach HOYbI0 Ha BCTpeuy ¢ HuMu. Ee mompocuny, u B
UTOTe OHA pPaccKa3aja mpaBay. [locie 9Toro Bce BOPIIOBBIE CITyKAHKK OBITM Ka3HeHHl. CTapiuas
mBes Oy Besa cebst CTpaHHO Mocpeay HOuYM. KTo 3HaeT, MOXKeT, Tl YTO-TO 3aMBIIIIsIa BMECTE C
oTaenoM mBeu? [TOMKHBI M UMIIEPATOPCKHE TBapHAEUIIbl 3allePeTh BCEX IIBeH, eI U IBOPLIOBBIX
CIy2KaHOK, 4T0OHI monmpocuth ux?" 2Kab, 4TO He y BCEX TaKOW XapaKTep, KakK y Hee.

M Iy OTBEUYaTh BOU OencTBug ..." - IIOKOWUJIACh.
"9 cama 0 OTBEeYaTh 3a CBOU IelcC " - @y Koy 3abecnokouiac

"9TO UMIIEPaTOPCKUi ABOpel]. 3leCh 3aNpelleH0 00beqUHSITHCS B TPYIIIHL, U JII00BIe IeHCTBUS
TIOBJIEKYT 3a co00¥ apyrux. HeBo3MoKHO, YTOOB OJUH YeJIOBEK B3siT HA Ce0sT OTBETCTBEHHOCTR".
HoBepuuBas! Ecmu OB 51 XOTeJT MOACTABUTH TeOsI, THI OBl yKe cupesa B 3aToyeHun! "Tak TH XOUEIIh
3aUTU UJIU XO04Yelllb YUTU?"

q)y' Koo HEKOTOpOe BpeMdA CMOTPeEJIa Ha IIPHUHIIA LI}KOY, d 3aTeM MeOJIEHHO IIOOO0IIJIa K HEMY. Ona
IIOMOT'JIa eMy IIPUTOTOBUTE YEPHHIIA.

[TpuHIL Y2K0Y MOAHST KUCTh, TOTOBSACH K MUChMY. KpaeM ria3a oH 3aMeTHJI KpaCHOE CEePIUTOE JIUIIO.
Yronku ero ry0 MpUIOOHSIIKCH B YIIBIOKE; OH YYBCTBOBAJI CE€0ST CYACTIIMBHIM.

.................

OuyeHb CKOPO BeCh UMIIEPATOPCKUY ABOPEI! ORI 3aHSAT ITOATOTOBKOM K cBambOe Hacnemnoro [IpuHIia.

OTpgern mBen pa60Tan KPYTJIOCYTOYHO, YTOOBI IMOATOTOBUTEL BCE€ BUOLI BEIIIINBKH, HGO6XOHI/IMHG OISt



cBapbObl. Oy 2Koy mpuxomuiocs He TOIHKO IPOBEPSATH KaKAYI0 Belllb, HO ¥ IIOMOTaTh B BHIIMBaHUHU.
OnHako OHa He CYuTasa 3TO TSAXeNbIM 3aHATHeM. C OMHOU CTOPOHEL, 3TO OTBJIEKANIO €€ OT MBICIIEeH O
xypeM st Ysx Yy Mo.

C mpyro CTOPOHHI, OHA MOorJia u30exkaTh TOTO, YTO MPUHI] Y2KOy IIO30BET €€ CTaTh ero TMYHOU
CITy2KaHKOM.

Korpa cBameOHas 11epeMOHUS 3aBePIIMIach 671aromnoiIy4yHo, BCe B OT/IelIe IIBeN B3TOXHYIIU C
obneryenuneM. OHaKO Ha ClIeAyIOINii e’k ociie cBagbObl Oy 2Koy paHO yTPOM BEpHYJach B OTHEN
IIIBEH.

Jlepu Cr03, KOTOpas TOJIBKO UTO II0JIy4uia IOBLIIIEHNE, YBUAena, 4To Oy 2Koy BHIIIAUT HEBAXKHO, U
II0COBETOBasa ei monuTu oTHoXHYTh. OgHako @y XKy 3ameTwnsa npobieMbl ¢ HaBOJIOYKOM, KOTOPYIO
OHU Jenanu Ojis npuHilecchl CUHHAaHb, M Hayasla UCIIPaBIATh UX.

Bopyr Bce nonpuBetcTtBoBanu: "[Ipuni Yxkoy!" Oy Koy mokazanocs, 6yaro He60 cpa3y MOTEMHEIO.
OHa MoJT4a B3[IOXHYJa, II0OBEPHYJIach U MIOIPUBETCTBOBaa OTPOMHYI0 GUTYDPY, CTOSIIYIO Y OBEPH.

"Uto aT0?" [IpuHIl YK0y He MHTEpeCcOBasCs HaBOJIOYKOM A7 IMOTYLIKY, HO OB 3aMHTEPECOBaH B
ToM, 4yTOOH HauTu ans Oy Koy 3anstue. "Ciielt 1 MHe Takyio".

"V MeHs Bce ellle eCTh pa3fIiyHbIe 3a[jaHusl, KOTOphle OblIM MHE IOpy4eHbl". CTOKHYBIIUCH C
"M3meBaTeNbCTBAMU", OHA He OTCTYIIUJIA.

"Korpga Thl 3aKOHYHIITL MEIIOYeK, KOTOPBIH ST MPOCHI TeOs caenaTh?" - BHE3AIIHO BCIIOMHMII OH.

"4 ..." OHa maXke He HayaJjla ero ¥ COBepIIeHHO 3a0nina 06 aToM. OHa X0Tejla OTMaxHyThCS (Hpa3om:
"... TOCTApaCh 3aKOHYUTH IIOOBICTpee".

"fl Xx04y mOJIy4YuTh HABOJIOUKY B Hayasle CIeqyIoIIero Mecsana, a MelIoyek - yepe3 TpU AHA. [Ipuxonu
BO fiBopel] JINHLCS0 BO BTOPOM nojioBuHe AHS". [IoCKONMBKY OHa Oblla Tak 3aHsiTa, OH IIOMOXKET el
pacIpegenuTh 3afayu.

"Ecnu y Bac eCTb YTO-TO €ellle [OJI MeHs, BBl MOXKeTe CKa3aTh 3T0 37ech”. OHa He XoTela
BO3BpaAIllaThCS K IPUTOTOBIIEHUIO YEPHUIL.

"TBI MOXKeIIlb OTKa3aThCH HpPIfITPI, HO Tebe HY2KHO XOPOLIEHBKO IMOOyMaTh O IMOCIIeJCTBUAX. qa YXO}KYH.

Barnap npurna YKoy NpolIencs I0 BCeMY OTAeNy LIBel. A YBUMIEB, KaK U3MEHUIIOCH BHIpaXkeHUe
nuna Oy Koy, OH JOCTUT CBOEY LieNK. 3aTEM OH CIIOKOWHO yILell.

[Tepesop: ®nopeHc
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