B OrPOMHOM MrneuyrnoMm HYTI/I 3BE€30bI COPEBHOBAJIUCH B TOM, KTO sAp4YE€ BCEX CBETHUT.

B rycrom mMope OecunclieHHBIX 3Be3[ 3Be3a nepen Ax L[3gHeM Ovisla caMol TYCKJIOW U
MaJi03aMeTHOM U3 BCEX, CIIOBHO OPYTHE 3BE3[bI TIIATENbHO OJIOKUPOBAIU €€ CBET.

B teuenue gonroro BpeMenu fH 398 HUYETO He TOBOPUIIL.

Emy sgBHO HY2KHO OBLIO COeaTh BEIOODP, BEIOOD, KOTOPHIM MOT MOBIUATH Ha BCIO €T0 AabHENIIYI0
JKU3HbD.

C ToukH 3peHus JIOTHKH, 3Ta 3Be3[la He COBCEM COOTBETCTBOBAJIA €T0 XapakTepy. I1o KpaiiHe# Mepe,
TaK Ka3ajoCk.

Ona OBlJTa KPOILITEYHOM ¥ He3HAUYUTEIbHOM, CaMoi MaJIeHbKOM U caMOol 0OLIYHOM 3Be3Moi Ha Hebe. A
BOT fH 1[3sHB, HaoOopoT, Gpocascs B rna3a. Kyma 6bl OH HU MOIIENT, OH Bcerga ObLT B IEHTPE
BHUMAaHUSA.

C touku 3penus dx LI3sHs, 3T0 OblNa UgeanbHas mapa.
OpHako cyiiecTBoBaa 6ombias mpobiemMa: eciu OH 0TKaXKeTCs, 3Be3[ja MOKeT CHOBa MCUYE3HYTh.
Torga emMy npuneTcss BEPHYTHCA U CTOJIKHYTHCS C HEBEIHOCUMBIMU MYKaMU.

[IpexpcTaBbTe ceOe, YTO BH IIOHPABYWIMCH JOYEPH IIOMEINKA, ¥ OHa IIPe[II0KKIa BaM BHIITH 3a Hee
3aMyX KakK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa Bhl OBIJIM Ha TPaHU T'OJIONHOM CMEPTH.

A Temieph IPeNCTaBbTE, YTO OHA BRHITJIAOUT KaK MYCKY/UCTHIA TPAHCBECTUT C SIBHOU MSITUYACOBOM
TeHbi0. YTo OHI BHL creanu?

Ecnu OBl BBl COTJIACUIIUCH, BBl OBI 2KUJTU [ajbllle, HO Ballle OymyIIee......

Ecnu GBI BB OTKA3a/IUCh, BBl OB IPOCTO YMEPIIM OT rojiofia. Bo3M0XKHO, BH faxke o0unuTe ee u bymere
n30HUTEHL 3a 3TO.

KoHeuHO, cpaBHUBATh 3BE3ly C TPAHCBECTUTOM ObIJIO HECIIPABEIUBO, HO CUTyallus Oblla IPUMEPHO
TaKOU XKe.

Au 1I3sHb 061M3a ry0rl, ero Ila3a MeTajlkuCh Ty[a-Ciofa, 3aTeM IIOCMOTPeIT Ha 3Be31y U CKa3all:
"Crapirasi, He Morja Obl THI CKa3aTh MHE CBOe UMs?".

" be3bIMSTHHBIN".

"Xm?" Hauan AH [35Hb. C KaKKUX 9TO IIOP B OTPOMHOM 3BE3THOM MOpe€ IOSIBUJIACh "Oe3bIMIHHAs
3Be3ma"? Moxert i OBITh, YTO 9Ta 3Be3fa Obl/la HACTOIHKO HU3KOTO YPOBHS, UTO ¥ Hee faxke He OBIIo
UMEHH"?

Baaax, Bce HaUMHAJIO BHIISANETH IIJI0XO.
Aub LI39Hb BHYTPEHHE ITPOTUBUIICS (POPMUPOBAHUIO CBSI3U C TAKOU 3BE3M0U.
"Crapluuii, KaKoe MeCTO Thl 3aHUMaelllb Cpeu XxpaHurtesnei MMnepatopckou 38e3nb?"

"TlocnegHee MecTo".



"Yro, TH pa3odyapoBaH?" - cripocuna 3Be3na. OnaTh 9Ta ¢ppa3sa!
fn 11398 He 3HAJI, CKOJIBKO pa3 OH yKe CIIBIIIAa 3TU CJI0Ba.

Korpa 3Be3ma moMepKiia Ha ero rjia3ax, OH CTUCHYN 3yOwl ¥ cKa3as: "f He pa3odapoBaH. Pa3 yXK Th
BeIOpajia MeHs, 5, eCTECTBEHHO, He TofiBeny Te0s.

"Torga THL...."
"OTOT MTafIIMi TOTOB IPUHSATH Ha Ce0s BCe - ¥ TBOIO CJIaBY, U TBOU I'DEXHU.
2Ku3Hb OblsTa KOPOTKa!

fu 1I3s1Hb TOPHKO 3aphifajl BHYTPH, HO Y HETo He OBIJI0 APyroro Beidopa. JIn6o oH mpuHUMAaIl
npeqnioxeHue 3Be3asl, mubo ymupan. OH Ovi1 erne Moson! OH XOTeN XKUTh fablie!

Kakas cnaBa? Kakue rpexu?
3Be3ma Obllla BCETO NUIh MaJleHbKUM MaJlbKOM, He TakK Jiu?

BopMoua mpo ce6s1, 0H BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI, UTO OH U 3Be3[a CTa/lu eAUHLIM IieNibiM. Ecnii oH He OyneT
BEPHUTH B HEE, OHA MOXKET CHOBa MCYE3HYTE.

[TogymaB 006 3TOM, OH B30oApuics. Mos XKM3Hb HAXOOUTCS 10T MOUM KOHTPOJIEM, @ He TI0f
KOHTpoJieM Hebec! [laxke ecnu 3Ta 3Be3[a - MaJleHbKas XKapka, 51, AH 1[35Hb, He TaKOH!

"Torma mpoTAHY PYKY", - Hepenana 3Be3na. fAH LI39Hb B34 CBOU 3MOLUY 10T KOHTPOJIb, 3aTEM
IIPUCTANIbHO ITOCMOTpen Biepen. OH IPOTSHYT PYKY BIlepef. 3Be3[a BHIISAAeNa TakK, OyaTo oo Hee
MOXKHO OBIJIO JIETKO [OTSHYTHCS, HO KOT'Ia OH MPOTSHYJ PYKY, OHA IT0Ka3ajach eMy HEBEPOSTHO
OaJIeKOoH.

B rny6uHe [yl OH BCe ellle YyBCTBOBAJI KaK0e-TO OTBpalleHue K Heid. OH He 3HaJl ToYeMy, HO KOorja
OH TIPOTSIHYJI PYKY, TO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HA HETO HAXJILIHYJIO CTPAaHHOE HaCTPOEHHe.

Mexpy HUM ¥ 3Be300% 00pa3oBasiach CBsI3b. B TO ke BpeM4....

TYCKJIO CBETSIIASICS 3Be3[a BHE3AMMHO BCIIBIXHYJIa MHTEHCUBHBIM CBeTOM. OKpYy2Kalollre 3Be3IbI
00JIbIIIe HE OCMETMBAIMCH COePHUYATh C HEel, ¥ BCKOpe TOJIbKO MMmepaTopckas 3Be3[a COXpaHuila
CBOe OOLIYHOE CUIHUE.

fH 1358 OBITT COBEPIIEHHO OIIeIOMIIeH, Haboaas 3a MPOKUCXOISIINM, eT0 I'1a3a 3aledaTiie/iy B
IIAMSTH 3TOT OCJIEIINTENIbHBIN, CUSIOUINI MOMEHT.

"Senior...."

"“TrI mporen Moe ucnbiTanue. A - be3piMaHHas 3Be3ma. Mosi MUCCHUS - YHUUYTOXKUTH BCE CYIIECTBA,
KOTOPHIE yTpoxkKaioT MmnepaTopckoit 3Be3ne. Te, KTO XKUBET BO TbMe, HE MOTYT ObITh CIIUIIKOM
IIpUBJIeKATEeJIbHEIMU. f1 BCerga KUl Iof ITIOKPOBOM IPYIUX 3Be3. f BBIXOXKY U3 TEHU TOJIBKO [JId
TOTO, YTOORI HAHECTU BHE3aIHbIE, PEeIIUTe/IbHBIE yIapHl 110 HAIlIUM BparaM.

4 TyCKIIBIM, IOTOMY YTO MHE IIPUXOOUTCS CKPBIBaTh CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTB, HO KOTAa S MMOKaxXy
CBOE€ IIOJIHOE CUSIHYME, TO BCEe OCTAJIbHBIE 3BE3[bl NOJIXKHEL YCTYIIUTL MHe!".



[Tepemaua 3Be3mbl ObI/Ia 3BYYHOM U MOLITHOM. fH LI3ssHL cMOTpesn B ollenieHeHuu. OH COBEPIIEHHO He
3HaJI, KaK OHCaTh CBOM 9MOIIUH.

OH IpHUHSJ 3Be3]]y 3a MaJIeHbKOT0 Ma/lIbuKIIKy. Ho OH He 3HajI, 4YTO Ha CAaMOM [ieJie 9TO ObIJT CKPHITHIH
pocc!

"TBI CTMIIKOM BEHICOKOMEPEH M HEYCTYIIUMUB. ITO He MouaeT Tebe Ha MOJb3y, KOTaa Tl Oymoelb
CIYKUTH UMIepaTopy. Eciu Bo3MoxkHO, Tebe cienyeT U3MEeHUTh CBOM HpaB. KOHEYHO, 3TO BCETO
JIMIIb COBeT. bynyiee npuHaaiekuT BaM u MiMnepaTopy 3Be3fe; Bbl JOJIXKHEI PEIIUTh ero caMu. Bee,
YTO S1 MOTY CHeJaTh ceryac, 9To OTHATh BCe, UTO 5 eCTh, Tebe... [IpogoKaii, MOIOLOM YeI0BeK.
Bynyiee B TBOMX pykax!"

BepHyBIIKCH B JEBCTBEHHO Oej10e MPOCTPaHCTBO, OeccMepTHHIE HEPBHO Habmomany 3a Ax L3sHeM.
OH HemomBUXKHO JIe3Kall Ha MOJIy, HO BCET0 HECKOJIbKO MI'HOBEHUH Ha3al OH U3/Tydas SIPKUH CBET.
Onu Bce ellle He TIOHUMaIH, IOYEMY.

I'poxor.
Bre3anHo BOKpPYT jleXkaBIlero Bce 3T0 BpeMs fAH L3904 3aKpyKUTach MyIbCalis CUTIHL.

Pasnuuntbie KPYIIHBEI€ CHUIJIBI €II1€ HE YCIIEJIM BOCCTAaHOBUTL CBOIO NYXOBHYIO 9HEPTIHIO. BHesamHas
BCIIBIIIIKA HOJI6pOCI/IJ'I8. HX B BO3OYX, a 3aTeM 0e3 BCSKOT0 YBaXX€eHHU MIJIEITHYJIa O 3EMIII0.

Ha cnune dn L3585 BHOBB II0ABUJIACh IIECTUKOHEYHAs 3Be30a. OHa [OgHAJA ero B BO3yX, OIyCTUIa
Ha ITOBEPXHOCTh apeHHl, a 3aTeM IIOKKHYIa ero Tejo. OHa B3yieTesia B He60 U 0CTaHOBUIACH B
HECKOIbKHUX [IeCSTKax MeTPOB Hajl 3eMJIeH.

Bym.

Vi3 3Be3[IbI BHIPBAJICS JIy4Y TEMHO-CUHETO CBeTa. TyT Ke [yXxoBHas ¢hopMallus, BEIpe3aHHas Ha apeHe,
3aCBETUIACD.

Jluns, bun, oy, Yxke, LI3e, YxksHusb, JIu, [13aii, LIgHb.
[eBSTh 3aKNMHAHUW BCIBIXHYJIM B IIOCIE€0BATENbHOCTH.

[Tocrne TOro, Kak MoCiefHUY U3 CUMBOJIOB 3arOpeJics, BCe OeBITh Hadyall OMHOBPEMEHHO U3/1ydaTh
VHTEHCUBHHIYN CBeT. JIyuu cBeTa COeqUHUIUCH CO 3BE3O0M.

[Tocrne 3TOr0 3BE3[a YMEHBIIUIACH OO pa3Mepa IMOJI0BUHEI Kyjlaka. 3aTeM OHa 0TOpOCHIa CBET
IeBATH 3aKIMHAHUM U TIOCTEIIEeHHO MOTrpy3unach B 7106 AH LI35Hs.

Ona onycTunacs.

U cnunachk ¢ HUM.

I'poxor.

Eme ogHa BoJTHa 9HEPTHUU MPoHecnaachk MUMO. AdH LI35HL, KOTOPEIM BCE eIlle Jiexkall Ha 3eMIie,
3aKpuyall B arOHUM.

B 3TOM mpocTpaHCTBe He OBIJIO HU [HS, HA HOYH, I09TOMY 6eCCMepPTHhIE He 3HaJIU, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU
IIPOIIIJIO.



OHU 3HaNIX TOJIBKO, YTO IIPOIITIO0 MHOTO BpeMeHHU, Ipexkie UeM aroHus Ha nutle AH [[3gH5 HaKoHeI]
yTHXJIa.

Brezamnuo oH OTKDPGHIJI I'JIa3a. Ecnu IIPUCMOTPETLECA, TO MOZKHO OBITIO YBHUIOETH, KaK B €TI0 3pa4YKaX
BCIIBIXHYJIA 3BE3[d.

"Crapmmuii, 5 Oyoy OMHUTE TBOIO C/aBy".
OH TOBepHYJICS IUIIOM Ha BOCTOK U TJTy00KO IOKIOHWICSA. OH BRITJIANEN Kak-TO HHa4Ye, YeM paHbIIIe.
Bonee yBepeHHEIM, 60Jiee CepKaHHBIM.

I[To mpaBme roBOpsI, paHbIIe, KOT{Ia OH KOPYMJIICS B arOHUHU, OH IPUHUMaJI BOCIIOMUHAHUS, KOTOPHIE
oCTaBHuJIa [ Hero 3Be3na. CnaBa? YV Hee NelCTBUTEBLHO OBIJIO ClIaBHOE Hacjenue, HO IIOCKOIBbKY
OHa XWJla BO TbMeE, Y Hee He OblJI0 BO3MOKHOCTY HACTAOUThCS WM.

Bce, yeMm oHa "Hacnaxpganach" - 3TO TSIKECTh 0ECKOHEYHHIX TPEXO0B U XKU3Hb PANOM C OeCYHCIIeHHEIM
370M. MyuuTenbHbIN Bol AHb L[39Hs OB BEI3BAH 00JIBIO OT TOTO, UTO OH YHACJIEOBaJI BCE 3TU I'PEXU.

Ho HecmoTps Ha 310, fAH [[39Hb HUCKOIBKO HE APOTHYIL.
[Touemy? IToToMy 4TO ero cjaBa Oblla Heocropuma!

OH riy00KO0 IIOKJIOHUIICS, BEIpaXKas CBoe yBaxkeHue 3Be3ne. OH B3MaxXHYJI PYKOH, ¥ B €r0 IpaBoi
PYKe MOSBUIIOCH KOIIBE.

OH nepesen B3rnan Ha E LI3piueHa, a 3aTeM NIPHITHYJI B BO3AYX.

"Ou! Youpatica K 4epTy U3 Tejla Moero OpaTa ¥ CIOXHHU, IPUOYPOK!"
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