Kro 3Han, kak gonro E II3bder nopasisan B cebe 3T cnoBa? OH BOCIOIB30BaJICS 3THUM IIAHCOM,
YyTOOB! BEUIOKUTH BCE HAUUCTOTY. MTHOBEHHO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, Kak OY[TO C €ro Ijied CBaIUICs
OTPOMHEIY BaJlyH.

OH 6n11 penHkapHauued XKentoro Mimneparopa.
Oxn 3axer MMmepaToOpCcKyio 3BE31y.
Ou 6w Mi36panueiM CriHOM Hebec.

Ho Bce 9T0 He 1110 HU B KaKOe CpaBHeHUE C IpebbiBaHueM B COBpeMeHHOM I[apCTBe, HIyTKaMu C
cocefsiMH TI0 KOMHATe, OKOHYaHUEeM YHUBEPCUTETA U MTOMCKOM paboTH], paboToii B oduce.

9TO He MOTJI0 TIPEOJIOKUTD HUYET0 JaXKe OTOHAJIEeHHO CPABHUMOI'O C TEMHU IIPEMMYIITIECTBAMUA, KOTOPEIE
OH IIOJIy4all OT KpaCHOFO [TakeTHOTO CepBepa. TeMm He MeHee, 9TO OblNa Ta XKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OOJIZKEH
BECTH OOBIYHEIN YeJIOBEK.

Jla}Ke €CJIX OH OB TYIIOT'OJIOBEIM M HEBE2XKECTBEHHBIM U HUYEro HEe I[O6I/IJ'IC${ B CBOEM KM3HH!

Temeps, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, OH OBLIJT JPAaKOHOM Cpenu JTiofiel, penHKapHauuel 2Kenroro Mmmeparopa,
mpaoTtioM Kutasi, u Bce Tpu KoposneBcTBa qOMKHEI OBUIN TOYTHUTEIBLHO 00palIaThCS K HEMY KaK K
"Umnepatopy E".

On IIOJIY4HUJI OIE€CATKHU ThICAY IIOYTUTEJIbHBIX ITOKJIOHOB M IIOJIB30BaAJICA BCGO6H.[I/IM YBaXKE€HHUEM.

OH paboTasn ¢ TaKuMU JIeTeHIapHBIME THYHOCTSAMHY, KakK AH 1[3s8b 1 HedpuToBLI HMIIEPATOD, €TO
mobuna cama YaHb3, PSIAOM C HUM OBIITH €0 CYKeHHIE.

Hacnaxpasncs U OH 3TUM?
HeT, Bce, ueM oH "Haciaxmancs", ObsIo OeCKOHEeYHOe, HeoclabeBarolee NaBjieHue.

Ecnu mosiBnsACS X0Th MaJjieHInii HaMeK Ha HeTPUATHOCTH, OH JOJIKeH OB BCTaTh Ha epegHui
Kpail ¥ BCTPETUTh UX IULOM K nuiy. OH Hocun tuTyn "Mmnepartop E", m03TOMy He MOT OTCTYIIUTh U
PUCKOBaTh BHITJISIETH Ilepe] HapogoM He BCECUJIbHEBIM.

Panee emy npuxoaunoch CTPOUTHL 3arOBOPHL IPOTUB IJapCTBa JEMOHOB.

T[Tocre 3TOTO OH MOJIZKEH GBI BEPHYTHCS U YCIIOKOUTh 9MOLIUY CBOMX BO3IIIOOIEHHEIX, @ TAKXKe HAlTH
crnoco6 BepHyThCSI B COBpEMEHHOE LIAPCTBO.

Emy 651710 Bcero ABaglaTh JIET, HO BCe 9TO yXKe JIeTTI0 Ha ero miedd. OH OblT 4eHCTBUTEIBHO
M3MOTaH; 0€CKOHEYHOe [IaBJIeHUe JOBOOHUJIO €T0 0 U3HEMOXKEHHUSI.

OH He MoT BUHUTH BO BceM ['y LI3pI4eHa, HO eMy IeHCTBUTENIbHO HyKHa Obla 1ieJib, Ha KOTOPYIO OH
MOT ObI BHITIJIECHYTh CBOY T'HEB.

B otBet Ha Tupany E LI3piuena 'y LI3brden Hudero He ckasaj. OH npocTo yctaBuics Ha E 1[3pryenHa
IIIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU I'JIa3aMU.
Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI OH HaKOHEL CIIPOCUII: "3HAauuT, THl JyMaelllb, 4YTO BO BCEM BMHOBAT 57",

"¢l HUKOr[a He TOBOPUJI, YTO BO BCEM BUHOBAT THI, HO.....". E LI3bI9eH TOCMOTpEN IPIMO Ha HEro, "Tel



He MO2Kellb OTPHUIIATh, YTO 3TO Thl OPTraHNU30BaAJI Ka}KI[I:II;I IIar, Benymuﬁ K 3TOMY, HE TaK m?

Pyku I'y LI3p4eHa cierka Apoxaiy, a I'la3a HallOJIHUIKCh HeBepreM. Ero ry0sl gpoxkanu, HO OH He
MOT TOBOPHTb.

Ilo cux mop oH He IOHKUMaJI, YTO B rna3ax E [I3b4eHa Bce ero IpUroToBIeHUs ObIIN UL 00Y30H.

"OTnuYHO, TH CKa3all, YTO JeUCTBUTENIbHO YyBCTBYeIllb. ITO 3aMedaTeNlbHO", - cKa3an 'y LI3rueH.
OH 3acTaBun ce0s1 yneIOHYTHCA ¥ KUBHYJL. "B TakoM ciiydae, S IPOCTO CKaXy, YTO MHE XKaJlb, UYTO 5
BTSIHYJ Te0s B 9TOT 0€CIIOPSIOK".

"He HyXHO, yKe [TI03JHOBATO TOBOPUTH BCe 3T0", - mepebun E I13rueH. "Bee, 4To s X04y cKa3aTh
ceryac, 3To To, 4TO B OymylneM, [T0xKalyicTa, He 3aCTaBsAi MEeHT UATH 110 TOMY e IIPOUTPHIIHOMY
IIyTH, TI0 KOTOPOMY KOT'[Ia-TO IIIeJI Thl. ¢ He X04y IOBTOPSITh TBOU OIIUOKHU".

"HeT npobneM", - mpoTsKHO B3goxHY ['y 1[3bI4eH.

3aTeM ero riasa IOKpacCHelH, U OH CHOBa 3aroBopuil. "TEl CKa3as CBOe CJI0BO. Y MeHS eCThb CBOS
TOPAOCTE, TIO3TOMY C 9TOr0 MOMeHTa 5 OyIy fAepXKaThCA Ha PacCTOSTHUU. B OymylieM TH caMa
PELINIIL, 10 KaKoMy nyTy Tebe unTu. 9 He Oyoy BMeLINBaTLCS HU B MaJlelileil cTeneHu".

"Torma s xoTen Obl MoGIarogapuTh Bac 3apaHee”.

"Hah....." I'y LI3piueH xonopHo yneiOHyncA. "Ho Tebe mydiile He ObITh TIIECIaBHLIM. THl IOMHUIIb, YTO
s OMHAXK OB cCKa3as Tebe? Thl He eIMHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOT'0 s BHIOPAs; eCTh elre OguH."

"Urto?" OpoBu E L[3biueHa B3/ieTENTN BBEDX.

"OH COBepIINI CTOJILKO OIKUOOK, YTO 5 OTKA3aJICs OT HETO Ha MOJNMYTH. f peuus nogaepxkarh Te0s
BCeM ceparneM", - cka3an 'y LI3srueH, ero ry6bl poKaru.

OH pa3pasuicss CAMOYHUUMKUTETbHEIM cMexoM. "Ho s HuKorma OBl He MTOIyMall, 9YTO ThI
IIPEenoJHEeCells MHE TAaKOW MPUATHEIHN croprupu3! S oTman Bce CBOM CHIIBI, YTOOH MMOAAEPKaTh Tebsd,
HO 17151 Te0sT 9T0 OBLIO TPOCTO OpeMeHeM".

Bripaxenue nuna E [3br4eHa 65110 6€3pa3TuyHEIM.

Bupgs sto, I'y LI3piueH B3TOXHYI U XOIOAHO CKa3al: “Torga s ckaxy Tak: UMmepaTopcKkas 3Be3ma
3aXKTrJIach He TOIbKO mJist Teb6ss. HeGeca BeIOpaiy IBYX 4eT0BEK, HO OCTAThCST MOXKET TOJIbKO OMH!

Bckope B 00513aTeNIbHO CTOIKHETECH APYT € ApyroM. Korga aTo CiyduTcsi, He CTOUT OECIIOKOUTHCS.
{1 He Oyny mepzKaTh 3/1a U3-3a TOT'0, YTO THI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajl. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, KTO U3 Bac
BBIKUBET? JTO OyIeT 3aBUCETh TOIHKO OT BaIIUX CIIOCOOHOCTEMH".

“Xm?"

B oTBeT Ha 3T0 BelpaxkeHue nulia E 1[3pIueHa cjierka U3MeHUJI0Ch.
Hebeca BriOpanu AByX 4enoBek? TONbKO OOUH MOT OCTaThCs?
HMmnepaTopoB ObII0 ABOE!

U oH coBepIlleHHO He 3Hal 00 9ToM!



YBupeB, Kak U3MEHUNIOCh BeIpaxkeHnue nuila E [13rruena, I'y LI3b14sH QrIpkHY. "Becnokoumses?"

I'y LI3bIueH n3Ha4aabHO IIPUIeN ciofa, 4ToOs ToMoyb E II3br9eHy 3aHATh TPOH, HO TETEPk,
Ka3aJI0Ch, B 3TOM He OBLIO HYXK[IHL.

B 9TOM He OBIJI0 He0OXOIUMOCTH.
E 1I3b14eH, 0 KOTOPOM OH KOTHA-TO OyMaJsl TaK BEICOKO, TETIEPh MBITAJICSI CBAIUTh BCE HAa HETO?

Ecnu Bce Tak u OygeT MpomonKaThCs, OH MOT OBl T03BONUTH E LI3bI4ueHy caMoMy BEIOMpPATh CBOM
nyTh. ['y LI3pIY€H X0TeJ MOCMOTPETD, KakK faneko cMoxkeT 3aiTu E 1[3brueH 6e3 ero moMOIIIH.

[TpOUTPHILIHEIN TYTh!
OH gaxe cKa3al, YTO ero IyTh "MPOUTrPBILIHBINA" !

Kto 651 Mor mopymarth, 4To ['y LI3BI4€H, XOTSI OH caM ellle He 0CO3HaJI 9TOT0, Hayasl CTAHOBUTHCS
YIIPSIMBIM ¥ Hepa3yMHBIM? OH BEepUJI, UTO BCE, UTO OH fesias, ObII0 MpaBuIbHEIM. YTO KacaeTcs
BCETr0, YTO TONBKO YTO cKa3as E LI3k4eH, TO OH OpocTO cumTal, 4To E LI3bsYeH 3ps mNoTpaTUiI BpeMs -
OH COBEPILEHHO He 3ayMbIBaJICSI O CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX IENCTBUSX.

B ero rnasax, oH yXke IIPOXOAXJI Yepe3 BCe 9TO PaHblile, TIO3TOMY BCe ero peuleHus Oblu
TIPABUJIBHBEIMH.

Otkas E 1]3biueHa oT ero moMoInu ObIJT paBHOCHJIEH XKeJlaHuio yMepeTh. Hu Gonbille, HU MeHbIIe!
Oxn nacmexarncs Hap E LI3pusHOM, nIo1arasi, 4To TOT MPUCIYLIAeTCS K FOJI0CY pa3yMa ¥ OTCTYIHUT.

K ero ynusnenuto, E LI3pI4eH UL ClIeTKa HaXMYPHUIICS, COEJIal May3y, YToOH B3ATh BEIpaXKeHUe
JIALA 10T KOHTPOJIb, @ 3aTEM CKa3asl: "Terneps BBl MOXKeTe OTHYCTUTh AH L[3aH4?".

HUrHopuposanue.
OH OTKPOBEHHO IPOUTrHOPUPOBAI cioBa E LI3riueHa.

I'y Li3pryeH 3apeiyai. BHyTpH OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ BHE3AITHOE XKejlaHue pa30uTh 9Ty
HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMYIO IIaXMaTHYIO GUTYPY Ha KyCOUYKHU.

OpHako 6ecuucieHHBIe He3a0bBaeMbIe O6p&3H HEIIPOU3BOJILHO ITPOMEJIBKHYJIN B €T0 I'oJioBe,
HaIllOMMHHad €My, YTO 3TO €ero MIOCNIEeQHUM IIaHC.

Pagu 3To¥t cnaboi BO3MOXKHOCTH OH JOJIKEH OB TEPIIETE.

OH mopaBusl CBOM OypHEBIE MTOPHIBH ¥ MIPUCTANIBHO TocMoTpen Ha E L[3bveHa, 3aTeM OTBEN BITIISAM U
cen oOpaTHO B KPECTIO.

“HeT."

Cka3zaB 3T0, OH cpa3y xke mmomyMasl 060 Bcex BO3MOXKHAIX 0TBeTax E L[3piueHa. Y Hero He ObLIO0
HaCTPOEHUS CIIOPUTH, I03TOMY OH Cpa3y Ke IPOLOJIXKIII, CKa3aB: "OTO CYaCTIUBLIM IIAHC [AJIS HETO.
Bynp Tepnenus u npocTto Habmogai. {1 ke roBopus Tebe, 4TO OH OOHA U3 TBOUX BclioMoraTeIbHBIX
3Be3n. HaBpemuTh eMy - 3HAaUUT HaBpeOuTh 3Be3me MmmnepaTopa. {1 Ob He CTasl genaTh HUYEero
momoOHOTO0".



TeMm BpeMeHeM, oKa ¢usndeckoe Tesno E [[3rueHa HEOOBUKHO CHENIO Ha CTYyJe, TooXkeHue fAH
1I351HST CTaHOBUJIOCH BCce Gosee u 6ojiee OTUASTHHBIM.

HereOI[OJ'II/IMOG OaBJIEHWE OKA3hbIBAJIO OTPOMHOE NaBJIEHNE Hd €0 BHYTPEHHKUE OPIaHHhI. On nexan
Ha 3eMJjie, U3 €ro PTa TeKJia KPOBb, JIUIIO OBIIIO 3aJTUTO KPOBEBIO.

"Baiiie TpeBOCXOAUTENBCTBO, TOKATYHCTa, MOLIaAUTe ero”.

I/IMHepaTop CeBepHoro ITontoca ¢ TpeBOFOfI OIIYCTHJICSA Ha KOJIEHH, 3a HUM II0CJIIEOOBAIIX BCE
OCTaJIbHEIE 66CCM€‘pTHBI€‘ HebGecHoro ,'E[Bopa.

"CeBepHBIN IIOIIOC, YTO TH Aenaelnb?!" - BOCKIUKHYI fH 1[39Hb, HECMOTPS Ha CBOU CTpPafjaHus.
WmnepaTtop CesepHoro [Tomioca 6s11 munepoM HebecHoro [IBopa. Ecniu oH yman Ha KOJEHH, 3TO
TIOBJTMSIIIO Ha OCTOMHCTBO Bcero HebGecHoro [IBopa.

I/IMHepaTop CeBepHoro IIOJIF0Ca COeJiaJl BU[A, 6YJITO HUYero He cnbiiian. OH CKIIOHUJICS TaK HU3KO,
KakK TOJIBKO MOT, X C HpGJIGJ'IBHOfI NCKPEHHOCTBEIO BAMOJIUJICA O IIOIane.

OpHako OH He MOJIyYU/I HUKAKOTO OTBETA.
YBupes aT0, rinasa fAH LI3gHsa nokpacHenu. Ceryac OH MOT TOIBKO AyMaTh.

"Mojiofio#l 4enoBeK, BEL CIILIIIATE MOM 30B?"
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