My}K‘-II/IHa B T-IepHOI‘/JI ogexne B3OOXHYII, B €TI0 BEIPA2KEHHUH JINIld CMEIIAJINCh OOMHOYECTBO M T'OPBEKOE
Pa3049apoOBaHUE. E Li3piueH He 3HaAN Imo4yeMy, HO OT 3TOI'0 3BYKa €TI0 CepAle 3aTpereTalio.

On HaXMYPHUIICA, TTIA04 Ha YEePHOKYOPOT0 MY2KYHKHY, d 3aTEM IIPOBEPUII An 1I35HS C ITOMOIIIBIO
CBOET0 OIYXOBHOT'O CO3HAHUS.

"9T0 BCce Mou npobemel. OHU HE UMEIOT HUYero oburero ¢ To6oi".

"Hudero o6uiero co MHOR?" - My2K4YKHa BHIIPSIMUT CIUHY, BHO B3BOJTHOBaHHEIN. Kamniomox
TIATEeJILHO CKPHIBAJ ero jumo, Ho E [I3eI4eH Bce ellle MOr' CMYTHO Pa3IMYUTh I7la3a MyKYKUHE,
[TIAAsIIMe Ha Hero 4yepes Ileslb.

"A uTO0 Hacyet 3Toro?" - 6e3pas3nuyHo oTBeTUIN E LI3BIUeH.
Bym.

YenoBek B 4UepHOU OfieK[e CHSJI CBOM YepHBIN Iiall ¥ ycMexHyicsa. OfgesiHue TyT XKe UCYe3JI0 U3
co3uanus E lI3pueHa.

Bckope nocsie atoro E LI3b14eH ycrbiman ero ciaosa: "IlocMOTpy Ha MeHs XOPOIIEHEBKO, IIPeXIe YeM
TOBOPUTH, UTO 3TO HE MOe AeNo".

Kaxk TonbKO OH yBU[EJ IHUI0 3TOTO YeloBeKa, gyxoBHoe Teno E L[3pryena 3amepno. [Tocie monroit
Iay3hl ero ria3a paCUIupUINCh OT YOUBJIEHUS.

"Tr1 Bce eme xuB!" - BOCKNIUKHY E LI3pI4eH, HO Ipexkae 4eM OH 3aKOHYM (pa3y, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO
JleBasi pyKa YepHOKYAPOro MyKUYKWHEL HCYe3TIa.

"TBos pyka!"

"¢l moTepsn pyKy, BOT U Bce", - cKa3an yepHopybOameyHuk. OH crnabo ynaelOHYICS, KaK OyaTO eMy
OBLTIO0 BCE paBHO. "OTO He UMeeT 3HAUYeHus."

3aTteM OH mepeBer B3rida Ha E [I3eideHa. "BomnbIle BCero MeHs pa3o4apoBhIBaeIb Thl, E 1I3b4eH...
TbI noHMMaens? Thl HeCTBUTEIIFHO ITOOBEI MEeHI".

"MMmM", - kuBHYN E 1[3b14eH. "MHe KaJlb, 4TO 1 pa3odapoBa Te0s, HO Teleph Thl MOXKEIIb OTIIYCTUTD
moero apyra? I'y LI3ergen!"

YeloBeK, CTOSIBIIMI B MOPE €T0 CO3HAHUS, NeUCTBUTENLHO OB ['y 13bI9eH, TOT CaMbll, KTO
IIPOKJIafbIBajl EMY IIyTh BCE 3TO BpeMsi, obecreunBas eMy MaKCHMalbHO OBICTPHIM IIYTh.

Eme Korpma oHU pacIpaBUIIUCh C JeMOHAMH, OH OECIIIyMHO UCYe3 IIOCTIE TOTO, KaK YCTaHOBHUII
3amnpeaonlyo Hebeca GpopManuio.

Bckope ocraBneHHOe UM u3MepeHue pyxHyIo, 1 E 1[3b4eH 3amnofgo3pui, 4To oH morub. OgHako
Telepb ero JyX0BHOE TeJI0 MOSBUJIOCh. B TakoM ciydae...

ITO0 03HAYaJo, YTO OH BCE ellle XKUB.

I'y Li3pryeH He MOT He NORHATL 6poBu Ha peakuuio E 1[3biueHa. TeM He MeHee, YTOJIKU €T0 Ty0



OEPHYIUCH BBEPX B C11ab0M yIbIOKe.
"Hemmnoxo."
IIXM'?II

"Trl 3axer MiMIlepaTOpCKyio 3Be3ay, 03ToMy Th u3bpaHHb Hebom ummepaTop"”, - ckazan 'y
[I3riueH, MATKO KMBHYB Ha E [[3biueHa. "B OyayiieM Thl Hen30eKHO Oyellb OCTaBIsATh CMEPTHOCTh
BCe [asiblile U JaJibllle [03aau. Th He [NOJIXKEeH 3allMKIMBaThCSA Ha CMEPTHRIX Mejlodax. f 04eHb
OOBOJIEH TBOUM BLICTYIIIEHUEM".

"Te1 otnycTuinb ero?" E LI3piueH He 0OpaTuil Ha HETO BHUMAaHUS.

"Vcnoxkorucs. KoHe4yHO, s He IPUYKHIO eMy Bpefa. OH BCe elle OAWH U3 TBOUX BCcrioMoraTenbHBIX
3Be3[, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB. [laxKe eCJiv OH He TJlaBHas 3Be3[a, OH BCe PaBHO He3aMeHUMas 4acTh TBOETO
IyTH K TPOHY. TONIBKO 4TO s IIpoBepsin Tebs. d ymusneH, uTo MMmnepaTopckas 3Be3ma Tak 3a00THTCS
0 cBoMX BcrmoMoraTenbHEIX 3Be3gax".

"“ThI X04enb CKa3aTh, 4TO AH LI39Hb - OfHA U3 MOUX BCIIOMOTaTENIbHBIX 3BE30?" - U3YMJIEHHO CIIPOCUIT
E IIi3p1geH.

“To1 He 3Han?" 'y LI3piueH npuilypuscsa Ha Hero. Korpa oH moHs, 4To E LI36I4eH, T0X0XkKe, TOBOPUT
IIpaB[y, er0 MOBOJIBHBIN B3TJISA[ TOCTEIEHHO yrac. "ECu Th He 3HaJl, YTO OH OBITT OOHOM M3 TBOUX
BCIIOMOTaTEJIbHBIX 3BE3]], II0YeMYy Thl yTPOKas B30pBaTh ce0si, eciu 5 He 0CBOOOXKY ero?"

"Pa3Be s He siCHO BrIpa3uiicsa? OH Moi OpaT Ha BCIO XKU3HB", - oTBeTUI E 1I3b1ueH 6e3 may3Hl.
"HeBexpma!"
JTuneBsie MuiIsl ['y 113pI9eHa MHOTOKPATHO MTOAEPTIUBAIUCH, Ha JI0Y B3IY/IUCh BEHHI.

"TloxoxKe, MHe Jydlile IIpenofaTth Tebe ypok", - ckasan ['y L[3biueH ¢ SBHBIM pa3odapoBaHueM. "E
LI3pryen, moxanyicTa, IOMHU O cBoeM ctaTyce. Trl - M36panHuk Hebec, TOT, KTO 3axkKer
HmnepaTtopckyio 3Be3ny, Oynymuii Bragsika Bcero TBopeHus, u TOT, KTO NepeNUIIET UCTOPUIO
[MTectu LapcTB. Bama xku3Hb ropa3fo BaxkHee, 4eM Ubs-Tu0o emle. [IycTs gpyrue yMpyT 3a Tebs, ux
CcMepTh He OyneT HalpacHOM, HO Thl JOJIKEH KUTh. [10Ka THI XKUB, Thl CMOXKEIlb B30UTH Ha TPOH. ITO
€OUHCTBEHHBIH CII0C00 U3MEHUTh HHIHEITHIO CUTYalllio, TOHUMaellh?

"O", - yasino kuBHyN E 1[3b19eH. "Ha ocHOBaHUM yero?"

"Ha OCHOBaHUH TOTO, YTO TH - M36panHuk Hebec!"

"Ilymato, 1 B OCHOBHOM IOHSJ. Thl TOBOPHII, 4TO pa3 1 V30panuuk Hebec, To XKU3Hb OAPYTUX ITIOAEN
nelieBsie Moei. YTo MHe HYXKHO [ejaTh, TaK 3TO IPATaThCA 3a CIIMHAMU APYTUX JII0ged U TOKOPHO
XKIOaTh BOCXOXIEHHUS Ha TPOH, BEPHO?"

"Bepno."
"9T0 meUCTBUTENbHO UANOTU3M", - PEIpKHYN E 1[3b4eH, Ha ero julle IPOMENIbKHYJIO IPe3peHune.

"¢l He mymalo, 9YTO MOs KU3Hb BaKHee, YeM KU3Hb BCEX OCTAJIbHEIX. Pa3Be THI He CIIBIIIAT, YTO BCE
JKUBBIE CYIIeCTBa paBHH? Ecu HET, TO, BO3MOXKHO, ThI CJIBIIIAJ IOTOBOPKY "BCE PaBHHL Ilepen
3akK0HOM"? IIpOCTONIOOUH CTOUT CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIBKO UMIIePaTOPCKUY IIPUHILI, ITOJIYYUBIIUY MaHAAT



HeOec. Tak moyemy ke 5 JOMKEH COU3MEPSTh UykKre KU3HU CO CBoer coOCTBeHHON? Heyxenu g
HACTOJIPKO BaxHee? HeyxXesnu TH He IOHUMAaeIIb, KaK CMEIIHO Thl 3ByYHUIIb?"

"Wmnepatop Star...."

"Hy u 4To0, uTO g 3axker MmnepaTtopckyio 3Be3ny?" E L[3bueH X0I0AHO yIBIOHYICS U TOKaval
roysioBou B cTopoHy 'y LI3riueHa. "bpart, s gelicTBUTENBHO.... bnarogapen? TBoe mosiBlieHUe CAEano
MOI0 KU3Hb TaKOW... TAKOMU... HACHIIIeHHOU. 1 uHTepecHol. Y 3axBaTeiBatoled. Trl feUCTBUTEIEHO
MHOr0 MHe nmomor. Ho 3uaemrs mu Th? Ha camMoM mere Thl MHE He 0c0OeHHO mopor. Ecnu Ov He THI, 4,
BO3MOZKHO, ¥ ceiyac XKum Obl 00bIYHOM KU3HBI0. BO3MOXKHO, OHa Oblyia ObI TPYIHOM, HO 3TO BCE PaBHO
Ta XW3Hb, KOTOpPas MHe Obl/la IpeiHa3HaYeHa".

"TBOE TIOsIBJIEHNE U3MEHUIIO BCe BO MHE, ¥ MOU M3MEHEHHUS TIOBJIUSIIM Ha OECUYNCIIEHHOEe MHOXKECTBO
npyrux miofen 61aromaps apdexty 6adouku. Korma Cy dupb u FOi CsioMal prIAany B MOUX O0BSATUSX,
T1yIa4a, YTO XOTST JOMOM, BH ITPECTABIISIETE, YTO S YyBCTBOBasa? f HeHaBuyeln ce0st, HEeHaBUMEN,
YTO BTSHYJ UX B 9TO. f cHenalo BCe, UYTO B MOUX CHJIaX, YTOOH BEPHYTh UX moMoi. [ToHuMaern?"

"MMrepaTopckas 3Be3pa? YTo B 3TOM xopoiiero? YeCcTHO roBOpsi, MHe I1jIeBaTh. Bce, 4ero g xouy,
3TO OBITH PSAOM C HUMH, OPOAUTH 110 HOYHEIM yiuiiaM COBpeMeHHOT0 1[apCTBa, eCTh YIUYHYIO ey,
XOOUTH [10 Mara3uHaM B TOPTOBOM LIEHTpPe U BMeCTe CMOTPeTh TelleBU30p. Y BOT THI 3€Ch,
IBITAaellbcs YOemUuTh MeHs B LIeHHOCTU 3Be3nbl MiMnepaTopa... [103Bob MHe cKa3aTh Tebe, 4TO MOst
JKU3HD - 3TO BCETO JIUIIbL OfHA 00bIYHAsA KU3Hb.

4 He cuuTaw cebs HACTONBKO IIEHHEIM. B MOMX T7la3ax Jpyrue CTOSIT CTONBKO xke. Celyac 5 X0y,
4TOOBI TEI 0cBOOOMuUII AHE 113gHA. ITO BCe, Oomblie HuUero. ITousan?"

I'poxor.

pe3ko npousHec E [13b1yeH. Kak TOJIBKO OH 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTH, UMIIEpaTOPCKas aypa
HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMO BHIPBajaCh U3 €ro AYXOBHOIO Tejla, ¥ OH yrpoxkartoiie mocMortpen Ha ['y L]3br4eHa.

"Ax ma, s XOTeJ cKa3aTh Tebe elle Koe-4To. f 3Hal0, YTO ThI MPHUOBIT U3 ITapaIeIbHOTO U3MEPEeHHUS.

Bamr Mup, BO3MO2KHO, CTOJIKHYJICS C HEYeJI0BeYeCKOU KaTacTpo¢oil 1 pa3pylIeHueM, U 5, BOSMOXKHO,
Ballla eJVHCTBEHHAas HafleX[a Ha ClaceHue, I03TOMY Bbl HACUJIBHO B3BaJIU/IM BCe Ha Mou mieyu. [1o
IIpaBe rOBOPS, TH Beflellh ce0s y2KaCHO 3TOUCTUYHO".

"HecMoOTps Ha 3TO, 51 He ocyxpaio Tebs 3a 9T0. d MOTy IIOHSATh TBOX YyBCTBA: 3TO YYBCTBO
0eCIoMOIITHOCTH, KOT{la Thl HaO/MIoaelib, Kak BCe pa3BaJMBaeTCs Ha KyCKH, TBOE OTYasSHUE, KOraa
TBI XOYEIlTb BCE U3MEHHUTh... I MOry moHATh 3T0! Ho s X0Tesn ObI CKa3aTh, YTO €CJIM BaM IIPHUIIIIOCH
00paTUTHCST KO MHE, 3HAUUT, BBl y2Ke OfHAXK/IEI TOTEPIIe/IN Heyaady. Brl Bce 9TO BpeMsi LIIIH 110
IIPOUTPHIITHOMY ITyTH. He nepekiiafibiBaliTe CBOM HEylauy Ha MeHsI, UHaye Bhl Hen30eKHO CHOBa
IIOTEPIUTEe Heyaady. Ecnu TH Xouellb U3MEHUTDh CBoe Oyaylree, TO... T0OXKalyiicTa, 3aKpOii CBOU pPOT
¥ TI03BOJIb MHE [eNaTh BCe Mo-cBoeMy. [ToHaTHO?"
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