"Hert, cTapuk, Tebe JIeTKO TaK TOBOPUTH!"

Korpga FOJI(pr/I YCIBIIA CJII0OBa CTAaPHKad, OH MI'HOBEHHO CTall HEAOBOJIbHBIM W HEOOBOJIBHO ITOCMOTPE
Ha HEeTO.

Yro aT0 OBIIH 3a cJioBa?

YTo OH MMeJ B BUAY, TOBOPSI O CBOEM HEeHaNeXKHOCTU? XOTS eTr0 X035IUH [JefCTBUTENIbHO ObII 0YeHb
HaIeXHBEIM YeJI0BEKOM, CKa3aTh, YTO OH HeHaneXKeH, ObIJIO CIIUIIKOM.

"Omu, 91, 91..."
Buns, uto 'ogdpu B sipocTH, [12K037ICOH XOTEJI OCTAHOBUTH €T0, HO OII03[a Ha Imar.

"T®l, cTapuk, Tebe JIeTKO Tak roBOPUTE. [Tonpobyit cam. OCMENUIILCS X TH CITYCTUTLCS BHU3? JIerko
CKa3aTh, YTO THI XOYelllb CIIyCTUTHLCA. [lo-MoeMy, THI coesn ¢ yma!"

Fomdpu HemOBONILHO KaloBasics, TOKa He YBUAEI paCCTPOEHHBIM B3TJIAL B INladax [Ixko3ncoHa. OH He
CTaJl MPOJ0JIXKaTh KaJl0BaThCS.

"Tondpu... IeNCTBUTEIBHO CITUIIKOM I'pyo...!"
I2K0371COH HEeIOBOILHO ITOCMOTpeN Ha [omdpu.

Ilaxe ecnu CTAapPUK OBLI PA3roBOPYHUBLEIM, OH HE OOJIZKEH OBLI KPUTHUKOBAThE CTAPUKA TAKUMHU 3JIBIMHU
CJIOBaMH.

"Xaxaxaxa... 9TO MOs BUHa, 3TO MOS BMHAa. XOPOILIXM Malb4uK, He BUHU ero!"
Crapuk paccMmesncs U IOoTJIaguil CBoi 0ellyio 00POAY C OTKPHITHIM B3TJISIOM.
"IIpocTtu MeHd, cTapuk!"

XoTs cTapuKy ObLIO0 BCce paBHO, ['ofdpu Bce paBHO BUHOBATO OIYCTHUII TOJIOBY.

"Xaxaxa, Bce B ITIOPSIIKe, BCE B MOPSAAKE. XOPOIIKUYM MabuuK, TH MOJIOH. ECTh MHOTO Bellleid, KOTOPHIE
THI ellle He UCIHBITAJl. f MOTry IIOHATh".

CTapI/IK OBLI CYACTIIUB ¥ COBCEM He YYBCTBOBAJI 3JIOCTH.

"3Haellb, 3TOT IPKUM KPUCTAJIT BBIPOC B TAKOM TEMHOM U ITyCTHIHHOM MecTe. Kak oH OBl
obOHapyxeH?"

Crapuk yneIOHYJICS U 3afiajl IIEPBLI BOIIPOC.
IIA n
T'ondpu OB B 3aMeITaTETLCTBE.

BepHo, moueMy cBepKaroIui KpucTan Obl1 00HapyKEeH B TAKOM MECTe, TTie He ObII0O HY OOHOTO
KUBOTO YeIoBeKa?

HOpaSMBICHI/IB HEKOTOpOe BpeMs, FOI[(I)pI/I TaK ¥ He CMOT HU4Yero moHsaTh. OH OITYCTHII TOJIOBY U
CMHPEHHO CKa3all.



"TloxkanyucTa, IPOCBETUA MeHs, CTapuk. {1 He 3Ha!"
"Xe-xe..."
Crapuk cKasal C yIsI0KOM.

"B 9TOM MUpe TePBLIi YeI0BeK, KOTOPEINA ecT Kpaba, - 3TO BOUH. ITO IIOTOMY, YTO OH MOXKET ObITh
SIDOBUTHLIM U €ro HeJb3s eCTh".

"Korpma s 6611 Mosof, 51 Ol ucciiefoBaTeneM. OfHaX b S CTYIIWI Ha BEPIUIMHY TOPHI U II0Tal B
[OJIMHY MHUpA.

O0a oHU IIpHHECTIM MHE OTPOMHYIO IT0JIb3Yy. B CBOeH XKU3HU 5 TOCBSATUIL CBOIO JKU3Hb UCCIENOBAHUIO.
¢ mOKOPST OOUH NPUPOHLIN POB 3a OPYTUM IIO[ CBOMMU HOTaMu. f mpeoposeBas OgHY 3a APyrou
yXkacatomue 6e3BLIXONHEIE CUTYallul. B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha nuke..."

Crapuk OBII B IPUIOTHSITOM HAaCTPOEHUH, €T0 JIUI0 packpacHenock. OH OBIT OUeHb B3BOJTHOBAH,
ITPOCTO paccKaskiBas 0 mporutoM. Kasanoce, 4To ero teno 60Jbiie He OBITI0 CTAPhIM U CJIa0BIM.

"Bce 9T0... 3aKOHYUIOCH OOBIYHBIM ITPUKII0YEHNEM, KOTOPOE IT0Ka3aJI0Ch MHE OYEHb ITPOCTHIM..."
"9T0 OBIJIa BCEro JIUIIL OYeHb MajieHbKas OoJjuHa..."

"ToBOpMIIH, YTO B HE¥M OYEHb MaJIo JIeKapCTBEHHHIX TpaB. HamepeBasich mo3apaboTaTh U COIPETHCS,
s OTIIPABUJICA B IIyTh 0€3 BCIKOTO 3aIlIUTHOTO CHapsXKeHus..."

"B3mox..."

"B npupope, KOTOPYIO 5 KOTHA-TO ITOKOPUJI, 3TO ObIJIa BCETO JIUIIb... 04eHb MajleHbKas rOpHas
BeplrHa. M3HayanbHO 5 OBbIT OBl IIOX0K Ha CTapuKa, KOTOPHIHM, KaK 0ObIYHO, TPOTYIMBAETCS 110
3apHeMy camy..."

Crapuk riay00Ko B3JOXHYL.

"BBI DOJIXKHEI OBITH B COCTOSTHUM JOTafaThCsl, YTO IPOUIOIIIIO IIOCIEe 3TOr0".
"Ma..."

Ixk03mcoH u ['ogdpu TSAXKENO OMYCTUIN T'OJIOBH U CJIeTKa KUBHYIIN.
"CTapukK... THl IPONYCTHUIL..."

Aup ToXe CiyIlaa paccka3 CTapuKa.

"Ia, 9To Tak. YccrnemoBatens, XxpaOphili YeI0BEK, TTOKOPUBIIKI OecunCIeHHbIe Yyaeca, yal Ha
camyio OOBIYHYIO TOPHYIO BEPIIMHY ¥ IPU3EMIIAJICS Ha roloBy. HacKomnbKo s 3Haw... Moe Tesno ObIo
BHICTABIIEHO B IIYCThIHE, ¥ HUKTO He HaIlleJl MOe TeJI0, I0TOMY YTO OHU HHKOTHa He AyMaJjid, 4YTO I
0KaXyCh Ha TaKOM I'OPHOM BepIIUHE...".

"B3mox..."
CTapuk B3[OOXHYII.

"3aTeM s MpHUIIeN CIofla ¥ IOTEPSI BO3MOKHOCTE CO3epIliaTh Yyfeca MpUpokl. [laxke eciu OBl g



o0pen OpyTyio XKu3Hb, 51 OBl HUKOTIa HEe CMOT CHOBa IIOYYBCTBOBAThL PAJOCTh...
"Iloka 1 He BCTPETUJI TOro YejioBeka".

"Koro?"

M Oxo3mcoH, u ['ogdpu OB 03ajaueHH.

"OcHoBaTed BOJIBHOTO ropopa-rocygapctsa Kuana, Kacimana!"

Korpa ctapuk ckasaj 9TO, €ro riasa 3aCUsjid OCJIENUTEeIbHEM CBETOM.

"9T0 OblNa JlereHgapHasi TUYHOCTh. B To BpeMsi oHa He Obljla BHIAIOMIENCS U He CO3[ana ropom-
TrOCYHapCTBO, HO €e TUYHOCTH Obl/Ta HECPAaBHEHHO OCJIEIIUTEIIbHOM. .. "

['nma3a cTaprKa CMOTpeJH Ha TeMHOe He0o, IOTpyXKasiCh B BOCIIOMUHAHMUS.

"4 ctan ee moguuHeHHHIM. [Iof1 ee pyKOBOACTBOM, IO PyKOBOACTBOM 9TOW BEJIUKOM JIe[H, 51 CHOBA
00pes CMBICIT CBOEM XKU3HU".

IIA'?II
Ixo031coH, ['opdpy 1 Aup ObUIM YOUBIIEHBL.
"MImeHHO Tak. [ToJ1 ee PyKOBOACTBOM S y3HaJI 00 3TOM BEJIUKOJIEITHOM MUpE, CTpaHe OBepBUHTEP!"

“TIpocTo mepeceKkasi 3TOT eCTECTBEHHBIM POB, 9Ty CTPAHHYIO I'PaBUTALIMOHHYIO TOYKY, S MHOTO pa3
3aqyMBIBAJICS U OcapuBan ee. Hakower, 61arogapsi MOMM HEYCTAHHBIM YCUIIUSM, s HAKOHEI-TO
IIPEOoesT 3TOT IPUPOAHEIN POB. MHe OBIJIO MPUKa3aHO UCCIEN0BaTh 3Ty 3alMPETHYIO 3€MITI0
HEXWUTH, B KOTOPOU HET KHU3HU. ITOT IPUPOIHLIM POB IT03BOJIKJI MHE BHOBb 00peCcTH Hafexkay Ha
XKu3HB!"

"Tlocre BXoga 9TO MECTO OT/IMYaJIOCh OT ITOI3eMHOTO Mupa CHapyxku. OHO OBIJIO TIOKPHITO KEJITON
I'PSI3bI0 U MBUIBIO. 30eCh He ObIJIO HU BO3BHIIIEHHHIX TOP, HU KPYTHIX AOJIMH. ITO MECTO OBLJIO IIOJTHO
oracHocTei. 9 06pes HOBYIO XKU3Hb B 3TOM CTpaHe BEYHOU 3UMBI".

"Tlocne 3TOrO 5 HAIIEI 9TO MECTO Onaromaps MOCTOSTHHBIM MUCCIIEIOBAHUSIM M UCIIHITAaHUSIM. be3nHa
[Imagal!"

"Tenepb BepHEMCS K IIePBOMY BOIIPOCY. 3HAeTe JIX BH, [I0YeMy 3[1eCh HeT XUBHIX 1open? [louemy
KTO-TO 00HAPYXKWUJI BEJIMKOJIETIHbIM JparolleHHbIH KaMeHb?"

Crapuk cheran ray3y Ha MCHOBEHUe, IPeX[e YeM IIPONOJIXKUTE CIIpalluBaTh.

"XM... {I gymaro... OTBeT yxXKe Ha KOHYUKEe MOero s3bka!"

I'ma3a [I2K0371COHa HAIIOJIHUIKCh BOCXUILleHUEM, a Ha nulle ['ofgdpu NosBUIOCH BEIPDAXKeHNE CTHIAA.
"MHe Xkaib..."

"Xaxaxa, {1 yKe CKa3aJl, YTO MHE BCe paBHO. [eTH, KakK Bbl U AyMaJid, IIePBLIM YEJI0BEKOM,
CIyCTUBIIMMCS Ha OHO [Inmauymmedt Be3nHtl, meicTBUTENbHO OyOy s!".



ITocne 3TUX CJI0B BCE O0Orafanuch, HO BCE PaBHO B3OOXHYIIH.

Onu BOCXUIIAJIUCH HereKHOHHOﬁ XKHW3HBIO CTapHKa, €TI0 0eCKOHEYHBIM CTpEMJIEHUEM K
HCCJIEOOBAHUIO U €0 CMEJIOCTRIO I1epe[ JINIIOM IIPHUPOALI, KOTOPAasA IMPHUHAOJIEZKHUT TOJIBKO JIIOOSIM.

"Kak mena? Thl BCe elle YyBCTBYElllb, UTO CIIyCTUTHCSA U3 Be3nusl [1nava - 9T0 4TO-TO HEBO3MOXKHOE?"
"Her..."

Toxpdpu CTHIANIMBO OMYCTUII TOJIOBY.

“[a... Xopoiuo... Bce B mopsaake".

Crapuk c ynbI0OKOHM ToTIafuil CBO0 60pofy.

"Kak memna’?

Xouelrs OPOCUTH BBI30B CaMOMY CJI02KHOMY eCTECTBEHHOMY PBY BO BceM Ilog3eMHOM Mupe?"

3aTeM cTapuK GPOCHUI BHI30B.

"KOHeYHO, TEl MOXKeIllb ¥ 0TKa3aThCA. JIydllle BEpHYTHCA C IIYCTEIMU PyKaMH, YeM YMepeTh!"
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