C Hee mOCTATOYHO €T0 FPY6OCTI/I ¥ HEBEXKJIMBBLIX 3aMedYaHuil B azgpec ee, TepHOFCKOﬁ godyepu.

«B03MOXKHO, €CJY 1 HaJaBII0 Ha HETO CBOEM MCTUHHOW TUYHOCTBIO, OH TyT XK€ OCTaBUT MEHS B
IIOKOE».

- 4 Xe ckazaja, 4TO He MOUY.

Korga Meppus fana pa3gpakeHHbIM 0TBET, MyKUMHA ITOAHSAT PYKY.

«Benb co MHO# BCe TaK IIPOCTO, BEPHO?»

Meppus HaxMypuiack, KOrjma MyK4uHa JepHYJICS, CIIOBHO coOUpascs yOapuTh ee B 1100601 MOMEHT,
HO HE CMOT.

HomXkHO OBITh, OH CYUTAl, 4YTO Meppus ucmnyraeTcs u yOeKUT, HO OHa He X0TeJla 3aKaH4YMBaTh BCE
TaK IIPOCTO.

Pa3 3TOT 4esnoBek He yYMeeT CIIyliaTh, OJid HEro CylleCTBYEeT IIOOX0OsIIad aJIbTePHATHUBA.

«Kaxk u crnemoBaso 0XunaTh, y MeHsI HE 0CTaeTCsl IPYToro BeiOopa, KpoMe Kak HaflaBUTh CBOMM
II0JIOZKEHUEM».

TakuM OTHOKJIETOYHBLIM IIPOCTOJIIOANHAM, KOTOPEIE BCEX OIEHMBAIOT C TOYKH 3PEHUS CHUJIbI U
ITPOKUTHIX JIET, JIy4Ille BCEro OBUIO GBI OTKPHITHCS ¥ MyTaTh TEM, YTO OHA ABOpPsSHKa. OHA yXKe MaBHO
3mech He OBIIa, TaK YTO €i OBIJI0 HEMHOT'O I'PYCTHO, HO...

U BoT, Kora Meppuu MPUIIIOCh PACKPHITECH. ..

- B uem meno?

YcnpimaB 3HaKOMBIH TOJIOC, Meppm{ BRITJIAHYJIA X 3aMETHJIa I103ad1 MyXKYNH Prokuca.

Ona cpenana mar Ha3af, cTapasich He yIbl0aThCs, KOTHa 3aMeTHIa, YTO OH CTOUT 3a CIIMHOH Y
rpy00ro MyKYUHEL

Pyka Harnella 3afipoxasa B BO3[IyXe ¥ BCKOPe, IIepexBaueHHasl 4YeM-TO TBEPABIM, OCTaHOBUIACH.

- Ax!

MyxunHa, KOTOPOTO ITOMMay 3a PYKY, HaXMYPHUJICS U OTJITHYJICS.



Prokuc Kpemko fepxaj ero pyKy, BEIpakeHue ero jJulla HUCKOIbKO He M3MEHHUIIOCE.

- YTo, uTO?

MyzK4rHa IOMbITANICS BEIOEPHYTh PYKY, HO HE CyMel MOIIEeBEeTUThCS.

- KT0 TH Takou?

Piokuc nmerko Imosepr 0e33aIUTHOTO YeI0BeKa.

3aTeM, BCTaB Ilepe Meppue, CXBaTUII MyKUYKUHY 3a PYKY U C HEIIPHUSITHLIM BRIpakKeHUeM JIHIla
KPUKHY:

- MHe KaxXeTcsl, Thl CJIMIIKOM JKafeH, YTOOH IT0KeIaTh MOel BO3/TI00/IeHHOM CHACTIMBOM NOPOTH
TII0CJIe TOTO, KaK HarOBOPHJI CTOJIbKO IPy0OCTeN.

- YTo0... 4TO... YTO, YTO ITO...

MY}K‘{I/IHa, IIOIIBITABIINCE OTBETUTH PIOKI/ICY, BHE3allHO Ha4daJl 3auKaThbCAA.

Iemno OBIJIO B TOM, YTO ThMa Plokuca, IIOOHABIIAACA OT MECTa COeIUHEHNA X PYK, BDEMEHHO
OCJIelInIIa €ero.

PYKa MY2KYWHBI, ”THCTUHKTUBHO IIOIIBITABIIAACA IIPDUKPLITE I''ld3d, Y2K€ OKa3aJlaChk B XBATKe Prokuca.

XOOOHEIN TIOT MIPOCTYIIWIT Y MYyKYUHEL Ha 10y, ¥ €ro JIUI0 06IeqHeNo.

- Ax... ax, cmacure...

Meppusi, MOHATHUS He UMEBIIIas, YTO MyXK4YHHA OCJIEIJIeH, 3agyMaJiach, He T0Ka3aloCh i1 eMy
CTPAHHBIM BhIpaXkKeHUe Julla Prokuca.

Bckope nocie 3Toro Piokuc paccimabuil pyKy ¥ BEIIYCTHI MYXKYUHY, KOTOPbIH Haydasl IleleHeTh.

- Iloxanyucra, s X04y XKUTb.

*Bax!*

MyxX4rHa, BCIEMyI0 IIOMYaBIIMICS IPOYb OT PIOKKCa, yIiaa Ha 3eMJTi0, He B CUax yaepXkaTh



paBHOBecCHE.

OH mapaxHyJcs gaxke OT 3eMJIH, TaK KakK ero cTpax mepep PiokucoM Ovll cuinbHee 00SI3HU ITOTEPSITh
3peHue.

- 9-3...

MyzunHa 3aCTOHAJ Ha 3eMJie ¥ U3[aJl CTPAHHHIN 3BYK.

Bce geno OBILTIO B TOM, 9TO OH HE MOT IIOBEPHUTH, UTO OCJIEII B MTHOBEHHE OKa.

- Meppus.

Prokuc 3a1es ei 3a CIUHY U TMOTSAHYJICS K Meppuu, KOTopast Ha0moana 3a MPOUCXOTSIITNM.

KoneuHo, Ipyro¥ pyKou - He TOH, KOTOpas KOCHYIach MyXKYHHEI.

- Cnacub6o.

EcTtecTBeHHO, Meppus B3s1a €ro 3a PyKy U Hafysa I'yOHL.

[InaBHEIM IBUKEHHEM PIOKUC maxe TIPHUHSAI HAIIUTOK U3 €€ PYK.

TompKo mocyie TOro Kak My>KUKMHAa CKPHUICSA U3 BUAY, Plokuc yOpasn TbMy, KOTOpas OCJIeNuyIa ero.

)%k

- OH... Tegu.

Yro eme?

O1uryTUB BHE3AIMHKIM IPUITUB YCTAIOCTH, MepPPHs OTJISTHYIACk.

[IpusATHBIM Ha BUA MyK4KHA, KOTOPOMY II0CJIe IIPOLIealler JpaKy He yAaBaJloCh Aaxe JaepXkaTh
10i00POMIOK POBHO, OKJIMKHYII €€e.

- Tel meHd 3Ban? - [Ioka3aB Ha HEro majblieM, cipocuiia Meppus.

My}K‘-II/IHa, KHBafd TakK, YTO y HETO 3aKPYZKUJIACh I'OJIOBA, CIIPOCHUIT:



- 9T0 mpaBaa?

- To, 4TO CIy4nnoCh paHblIe?

MyxXuuHa, TOROUPast CII0Ba, YTO-TO IIPOGOPMOTA ¥ CIIPOCHUI CHOBA:

- Bei... BBl cKa3anu, 4To MpUAEeTe K HaM B MarasuH, fiepxka B pyKaX 3Ty JIUCTOBKY...

4Yro 3a HGYBepeHHBIfI TOH U IIaCCUBHOCTA.

Cyns mo ToMy, 4TO B CyMKe y Hero Ha 60Ky OBITI0O MHOXKECTBO JIUCTOBOK, KQXKETCs, OH PeKJIaMUPOBa
3TOT Mara3uH, HO MyK4YKHa COBCEM He ITOXOOWII Ha 3a3HIBally.

WHBIMU clioBaMH, He OBIBAET TaKUX PEKIaMIIUKOB, KOTOPHIE IaXke OeJI0OM CBOMM TOJIKOM 3aHMUMAaThCS
He MOTYT ¥ 60PMOYYT MOJ HOC.

- O, 3TO0 X0OpOLIIO, - TOPOIIMBO CKa3ajl MyX4uHa, Korga Meppus nogHsia Ha HEro
He3aMHTEePEeCOBaHHBIN B3TJIAA. - ECu OBl 1 HE CMOT IPUBECTHU T'OCTEM, ASIOMIKA OTPYTas ObI MEeHS.
He mormnu OBl BBI, OXKaIYNUCTa, 3arISHYTh pa304ek? MBI TOTOBUM U3 COOCTBEHHBIX UHTPEOUEHTOB.

CYIIH I10 TOMY, KaK OH T'OBOPHII, KaKeTCid, OH TOPAUJICA TEM, UYTO T'OTOBHUII.

- 41 He roJyIOOHA...

[TogymaB, 4TO Tak Oblyio OBl NTy4ille, MeppHs He JOTOBOPUIIA.

MyX4WHa CIUIIKOM KHBO OTPearupoBal:

- Tam coBceM He HeCephe3HO, TaM OEeUCTBUTEILHO BECETIO.

Mbappus CKJIOHHIIA TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPENIA Ha MyKYHHY.

«4TO TBHI UMEEIIb B BUOy IIO[, «Beceyno»? Trl He TO CKa3aJl, T 2Ke XOTeJI CKa3aTh «BKYCHO», ma?»

MY}K‘{I/IHa OBLT B TOITHOM OT4YasiHUHU. OH CXKUMaJ PYKH, a ero ria3a Cusiu.

<<J:[O YXKWHaA elle OaJIeKO U TaK KaK MBI OCMOTPEJIUCE, I HUKAK 0oJIbIIIE HE MOT'y CKOPOTAaThb BpeMs».

Meppusi, TOBOpa4yuBasi roJIOBY K CTOSIIIEMY PSIOM PIOKHCY, TpoIIenTaa:



- Yrto ckaxere? Moxer, mouneM?

- Ia.

Ha sToT pas3 Prokuc cornacurcs, I[OﬁpOCOBeCTHO «OTKa3bIBAsICh OT BCEX MJIAHOB, CTOUT €l YTO-TO
IIPEOIOXKUTDL>».

JIn1o MyKYXHBI, CIyIIaBIIEro pa3roBOp MeXay HUMH, OBICTPO IIPOCHSIIIO.

- Moxete untu cioga! Brl He moxkaneerte!

ToT ¢akT, YTO OH BeJl CBOUX IEPBLIX TOCTEM, IpHUAaBajl eMy CHUIL.

Meppus u Prokuc 60K 0 60K OBUTANKCh 3@ JIETKO IIaraBIIUM MYXKYUHOM.

- Ten, TeI MpUBET TOCTS?

MyxX4rHa CPpefHUX JIeT, CUOEBIINI y IBEPH, CO CUACT/IMBBHIM BUOM ITOIIPUBETCTBOBAI Meppuio u
OCTaJIbHBEIX.

Kaxetcs, «Teg» - 9T0 uM4 MYXK4YMWHEBEI B O9KaX.

- Ha! CeropHs MHe y[aioCh IPUBECTHU I'OCTS paHblile, 4yeM Tepese.

- HerT, He taxk?!

BonHenue Tema CMEHUIOCH TSIXKEIBIM OTPUIIAHUEM.

4 moBepHya royoBy u yBupesna Tepa ke, HO C IJIMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMYU ¥ 6€3 OYKOB.

- Yro, Tepesa npwuiiina ¢ TOCTIMYU IEPBOU?

OTa mapouka, BEPOSATHO, OpaT u cectpa, 06MeHsIach IIyTKaMHu.

Tem BpeMeHeM MyXK4KHa CPeOHUX JIET IOBeJI 3a co0oii Piokuca u Meppuio.

- Bxog ¢ 9TOU CTOPOHEI. Y Hac TYT IIPEOOIIIdaTa, TaK 9TO BB JOJIZKHEI JdTh MHE BCEI'0 YEThIPE MEedKa.

- BoT, mepxwurte, - Meppus 3amiaTuiia My>KUYlHe U HallpaBUJIach K KPEIIKO 3allepTOM ABEPH.



Io cux IIOp OHa He COMHEBaJIaCh, YTO 3TO peCTOPaH.

- MoxeTe BXOOUTD.

MyXK4rHa CPeIHUX JIeT 0OBSBUII BHYTPU O MPUOBITHY Meppuu, U KaxkyIleecs: 02KUBIEHHBIM
IBUXKEHUE TTPUTHUXIIO.

- XKeJtai X0poIIo IpoOBEeCTU BpeMs, - HallyTCTBOBaIX ux Tepe3a u Teq, B3MaxHyB pyKaMU.

Meppus pe3ko KUBHYJIA U BOILJIa B OTKPHITYIO0 PIOKMCOM [IBEDS.

C MTrHOBEHHE OHU IINIA MOITYa.

«XM-M?»

HeoxupgaHHoe fanbHelIee pa3BUTHE COOBITHAY BhI3BAI0O Y Meppuu BOIIPOCH.
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