«[a, E CroaHb. A(i)I/IHa HEMHOTO0 OTJin4aeTcs oT Hac. OHa COBEPIIEHCTBOBAJIACh Ha CBSIIIIEHHOU 3eMJie
Halllero KJjlaHa».

[Tpexne ueM E CioaHb yCIeNn OTBETUTh, OOUH U3 MOJIOOLIX JIIOfIeH C MIaHeTH [IpakoHui Por
BHe3amHo cKa3an: «OHa Jaxe He MpUHMMala y4acTUs B 9TOM COPEBHOBAaHUU MEXKMY IIJTaHETaMU
IIpakoHbero Pora u Jla3ypHOU IJIaHETOU».

«B atom TaitHOM HapCTBe €CThb OIa2Ke MOHCTD TAaKOI'O BEICOKOI'O YPOBHAI. Y MeHs ecThb IIpea4yBCTBHUE,
YTO YTO-TO HE TaK».

«3HaeTe, MBEL TOXKE He TaKue CUJIbHbIE. ECIIM MBI e CTBUTEIBHO CTOJIKHEMCS C KaKOH-I1u00
OTIaCHOCTEIO, 60I0CH, MBI He CMOXKeM 3amuTUTh AQuny. Ecnu TH He Bo3pazKaelllb, T0XKayucTa,
II03BOJIb € IIOMTHU C TOOOM. YTO TEI CKazXKelllb?»

"UT0 9TO MOJIZKHO 3HAUUTH?"
E CioaHb TOCMOTpPEN Ha HUX, KaK OYATO OHU OBLIX TYTIBIMHU.

«BBI He MOXKeTe 3aIUTUTE ee, II03TOMY BHl XOTUTE, YTOOLI OHA MTOCTIeq0Baja 3a MHOM, YTOOH! 5T MOT
3alUTUTL ee?»

«KT0 oHa? MHI BoOGIIE APY3bS?»

«f1 BaM 4TO-HUOYIb JOIKEH?»

OH OB COBEPIIEHHO OIIEIOMJIEH.

OH He MOHMMAJI, KaK 3THU JIIOOYU C IIaHeTH Por [IpakoHa JoAyMasuch 10 TaKOW reHUaIbHOU UAEH.
He Ob110 HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB TOT'0, YTO 9TO IMPOU30UIET.

OpuH 13 MOJIOABIX JTI0AeN 13 KilaHa [IpakoHbero Pora, Ka3anoch, IpOYXTall ero MeICIU. [lonydus
MO3TOBYIO BOJIHY, OH cKa3ai: «Ilocnymai, E CroaHb, eCiu TH OYEIIeNIb HaM CIIUHY, MBI [TI0YeleM
TBOIO».

«Ecmu THI COTTTACHUIIbCS TIOMOYL HaM 3aIIUTUTh AQuHY, MbI flafuM Tebe mnon CepeOpsiHOW 3Be3MH B
Ka4yeCcTBe Harpafkbl, KOTa BCe 9TO 3aKOHYUTCS».

9Tu Tpoe cuenany pacyer.

Xots E CioaHb OBI1 TONTBKO YKPOTHTENEM 3Bepelt Ha BpoH30BOM ypoBHE, OH OBIT He cllabee, yeM
CepeOpsHBIY YPOBEHb.

Ecnu oH BBUTOKHUTCS 110 mMoIHOM B TartHOM LlapcTBe, KTO 3HAeT, CKOIbKO I1nmomoe CepebpsiHOM 3Be3MbI
OH CMOXKET IIOJIy4YUTh B KOHIIE?

B T0 ke BpeMsi, yeM Gonblie GpykToB CepebpsHoii 3Be3nbl E CioaHb MOTYYUT, TEM MeHbIIIe OHU
CMOTYT IIOJIyYUTh. ITO OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO SCHO.

B pesymnbraTe B TakKux 00CTOSITENbCTBaX OHU CKopee manyT E CroaHio onuH mion CepeOpsiHON 3BE3bI
B KauecTBe Harpafhl, 4ToOkl E CioaHb COTJIacUJICS IIOMOYb UM 3aIIUTUTh AQUHY.

Torma AdwHa momeITaeTCSI BCeMU BO3MOXKHBIMU criocofamu 3amennuTh E CroaHs.



B To e BpeMs oHa Moria Obl faxke MpUayMaTh crioco0 3aBoeBaTh pacnosnoxeHnue E CloaHsd. 3To
Ob1710 GYKBATbHO YOUUCTBO [ABYX 3aW1[EB OOHUM BEICTPEJIOM.

«BrI maguTe MHe oguH 1non CepeOpsiHOM 3BE3[IbI?»

910 npennmoxenne cobaasuuno E Cioans.

9710 OBLIO IOJIT HEeTrO TaKOU ITOIeYNHOM.

Bcero MuHyTy Ha3an OH IOHSJ OJHY BEIb...

Y10 Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy, BO3MOXKHO, He HyKHO HA4Yero genath B TauHoM LlapcTse.

EMy HYKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO ITO0KIATh, TOKA YeThipe [IPUTUBHAIX YIUTKU-COKPOBUIIA HE PA30UIYTCS
noBciony B TaitHOM LIapCTBe, ¥ TOT{la OH CKaXKeT UM MPOTYIAThCS ellle pas.

Korpma oHY mpeanpuMyT BTOPYIO IPOTyiKy, GpykTel CepeOpsiHoii 3Be30kl, KOTOPEIE UM He yAaioch
IIOJTyYXUThb, MOTYT OBITH TIE-TO B OPYTOM MeCTe, TaK YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 YeThipeM [IpUIUBHEIM yIUTKaAM-
COKPOBHIIA OBITIO OBI JIerye X NOCTaTh.

Takum 00pa3oM, eMy BoOOIIe HUYETO He HyKHO OBIJIO [Ie/IaTh.

Korpa yeTtBepo ero [IpunuBHBIX YIUTOK-COKPOBHUILA MCKanu B TaHOM LlapcTBe [Ba UM TPU pa3a 3a
necsaTku MUHYT... OH moHsI, 4To B TaitHoM IlapcTBe ocTanock oueHb Maso I1nogos CepeOpsiHON
3Be3MHL.

B Takux 00CTOSAITEILCTBAX EMY IIPOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO OCTABAThCS C HEBYIIKOMU-TIOOPOCTKOM U3 KilaHa
I pakonwero Pora, koTopyto 3Banu A¢duHa, pa3roBapuBaTh C HeW, XOOUTH ¢ Hell B TartHOM LlapcTBe u
TYCOBaTbCS C HEU.

Y on monyuurt 3a 3to IInox CepebpsiHoit 3Be3nnl, Korma TaitHoe IlapcTBo OymeT 3akphiTo. He GBIIO
6osee mpocTtoro crocoba 3apaboraTs OpykT CepeOpssHOUM 3BE3IHI, YEM ITOT.

"Xoporo."

B pesynberate E Croans cornacuicsa. OH cka3ail: «Teleps, KOrga Bbl HacTauBaeTe, 1 MOy OKa3aTh
BaM 3Ty YCIIyTy».

«Ho MBI mOJIKHH 3apaHee MPOSICHUTE OOHY Belb. OHa MOZKET 0CTAaThCs CO MHOM, HO OHA HOJIXKHA
CIyIIaThCS MOMX IIPMKA30B, @ He XOOUTh KyZa Ionaso. f He ctan 6bl OpOoguTh C Hell 6ecliebHO».

«H 51 He 3aMHTEPEeCcOBaH B TOM, YTOOBI 3aMTH CIUIITKOM fdaneko B TaiinoMm LlapcTe. d ocMOTpIOCH B
3TOM 06/1acTU».

"CrpaBennuso."

YBupes, uto E CroaHb cornacumcs, rijasa OmHOTO U3 MOJIOALIX JII0eH 13 KilaHa [IpakoHwero Pora
3aropenuck. «KoHeuno, Mbl o6ertaeM. C 3TOro MOMeHTa, Kyfa Obl T HU moien, AduHa OynmeT
cnenoBaTh 3a To60u Tyma. OHa abCoM0THO He OyAeT HU 0 4eM TeOs IIPOCUTDH».

Y oHu OBITH pafel ycibimaTh, 4To E CloaHb OCTAHETCS PSANOM, a He TONUOeT JasiblIle.

s Hux Ob110 OB maxe nyuiie, ecny 06l E CioaHb OCcTasics 3[eCh ¥ HAUYEro He fefal, KpoMe Kak
cHal.



"Tla, s oberazo."

B To ke BpeMs AdrHa, CIIOXKUB PYKH Yallleykoi, Toxke noobermana E CioaHio.
“Torga Bce B mopsagke."

E CioaHb, HaKOHeIl, HEOXOTHO COTJIACHUJICS IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK MOJIy4YuI 3T O0elaHus.

[IBoe MomnomeIx Nofey U3 KnaHa [Ipakonwvero Pora ocrasunmu Adpuny E CroaHmo mocne Toro, Kak OH
ckazan «ga». OHM cpa3y IOIPOLIaIUCh C HUM U YIUIH.

«E Croans, Kyga MH IOWeM Janblie?» — crupocuwia AduHa, nogxons K E CroaHio mocyue T0ro, Kak
IBOE MOJIOABIX JII0OfeX U3 KilaHa [IpakoHbero Pora ymnu.

Ona OblyTa MUHHATIOPHOM. Ee uepHas obieramomas ogexaa uaeaabHO TOgYepKUBalla U3ru0wl ee
Tesna.

«JlaBay mporynseMmcs nmobnu3octu. Eciau xouentb Kyaa-HuOyab MOUTH, ST MOTY COCTaBUTD Tebe
KOMIIaHUI0. TONBKO HE XOU B OIIaCHEIE MECTa».

E CioaHb He XOTel HEIPUITHOCTEM.

[Tpu 5TOM eMy BCe-TaKM 3aIlJIaTHIM 3a paboTy TeJI0XpaHUTeNs.

[ToaTOMY OH pelIus, YTO OOJIKEH, IT0 KpalHel Mepe, 00palaThCs ¢ Hel XOpOIIIo.
"TIporynka mo6nusoctu?"

"Trl cepbe3HO? Bce, 4UTO THI X0Yelllb, 3TO MPOTYIATLCA TO0IU30CcTU?"

— 3HAay4uT, BCe, UTO THI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl, Thl HE IPOCTO CKa3aJsl, a UMeJl 3TO B BULY?
AdvHa O6blta omrenmomneHa otBeToM E Cioansi. OHa TOCMOTpesia Ha HEero C yIUBIIEHUEM.
Ona noHATHA He uMeia, 0 yeM aymain E CroaHb.

"Jro?" — cnpocun E Cioans.

"Huuero takoro."

AdvHa TYT XKe ITOKadasia roJI0BOM.

B nmioboMm cny4dae, A Hee Oymet nyd4ine, ecnu E CioaHb A€l CTBUTENILHO HUKYA He TTOUAET.

[Tpu MeIcT 06 3TOM OHa TYT XKe IT0Ka3ajia 3TOT MUJIBIHM 2KaJloCTIUBLIM B3TIIAA. [logoiias 6muxke K E
CroaH10, OHA C TIOOOIBLITCTBOM CIIpocHia: «MHe mpocTo mo0onkTHO. E CioaHb, pa3Be TH He IPUIIEN
B 9T0 TaitHoe LlapcTBo, uTOOR HCKaTh [1nogel CepebOpsiHol 3Be3mbI?»

«IToyeMy $1 UyBCTBYIO, UTO Thl HE OUeHb 3aUHTEPECOBaH B 3TUX QpPyKTax?»
«He o4eHb 3aMHTEPECOBAH?»

[Tokauas ronosou, E CroaHb CKa3as: «3TO 3BOJIOLKAOHHBIN PECYPC, KOTOPHIA MOXKET 3HAUUTENIHBHO
YCKODPUTH NOBHILIEHNE YPOBHA 3Bepei. Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO, YTO 1 He 3aUHTEPECOBaH?»



«[IpocTo y MeHs yxe ecTh yeThpe ¢ppykTa CepebpssHoi 3Be3nbl. Tak 4TO MHE BCE PAaBHO, CKOJIBKO
elle s CMOTY IIOJIyYUTh. $1 IPOCTO ITO3BOJII0 3TOMY OBITE.

«Y Tebs yxke ecTh yeThpe ppykTa CepedpsiHoit 3Be3pi?» AuHa MKUPOKO OTKPHIIA T'J1a3a, YCIIHIIaB
otBeT E Croass.

«Hy, He coBceM Tak. Y MeHs Telnepb TOJIbLKO TPU BMECTO YETHIPpeX». YBUMIEB BhIpaxKeHue nuila AQuHEL,
E Cioanbs MaxHyJ pyKO#, ¥ IIepef Hell MIHOBEHHO MOSIBUINCEH TPpU HePpUTOBHIX suuka. OH cKa3an:
«Ho BBl 06elanu MHe, YTO JaguTe MHe ofuH pyKT CepeOpsiHOM 3Be3[bl, KOTHOA BCe 3aKOHYMUTCS, TaK
YTO TEXHUUYECKHU y MEHS UX YETHIpe».

AdvHa ycTaBuIach Ha TPpU HePPUTOBHIX SAIKKa B pyKax E CioaHs, KaK TOJIBKO OH 3aKOHUMII
TOBOPUT.

— Kaxk Th ux nomyunn? — crnpocusia oHa E CioaHsl ¢ BOMPOCUTEIBHBIM B3TJISIAOM IT0CTIE IIy00KOTO
BLOXA.

«Hy, 9T0 OBLII0 YKMCTOE COBIafieHue. 1 clay4aiHo YBUAE UX BO BpeMs IIPOTYJIKH, II03TOMY Iogo0part
uX. AX, ma, oguH 13 HUX OB B Opioxe Kprinmatoro [IByrnaBoro BeTpoBoro Bonka. 3TOT BONK OBINI
OEVCTBUTEJIBHO TYIIBIM. MOT 111 OH ero nporjaoTuTh? [lepXKy mapy, OH He 3HaJl, 4YTO POTJIOTUII».

«Opun u3 Tpex muogoB CepeOpsiHoM 3Be3b! OBIT HA CaMOM fieJie 3aMedYeH YKPOTUTEIIMU 3Beped ¢
TBOEU IJIaHeTHl [IpakoHUi Por, Ho oHU OBUIM HalyraHbl MOHCTPOM, TI03TOMY § mmofobpan ero. KcraTy,
THI He Oy[iellb BO3paXxKaTh, HE TaK JIU?»

«Tebe moBe3no. 910 O6e3ymnpedHo. f, KOHeYHO, He Bo3paXkKaia Ovl». Paccka3 E CroaHs IOTHOCTHIO
munmn AQuHy mapa pedn.

E#l 1 3TUM ABYM ee TOBapHIlaM II0 KOMaHfe 0oTpe60BaIoCh JOBOJILHO MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOLl HalT!
TOJIbKO omuH 110 CepeOpsiHOM 3Be3[H C TeX MOP, Kak oHu Boiu B TaiHoe LlapcTBo. OgHAKO
IIOJIYYUTh €T0 BCe Ke He YAaloCh.

A xak xe E Croanp?
3a CTOIIb KOPOTKOE BpeMS OH...
B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO IPUHSIa MyIpO€e PelleHue.

Ecnu E Cioanb npopoikuT 6poauTs 1o TaiiHoMy LlapcTBy 6e3 Hee, KTO 3HA€T, CKOIbKO (GPYKTOB
CepebpsHoii 3Be3[bl OH CMOXKET IIOJTyYuTh IPOCTO 61aromaps cBoel yoade?

OpHako cemyac...

Ona 6pocuna B3risam Ha E CroaHs.

Bpemst ot Bpemenu Bups, Kak E CioaHb CMOTPHUT Ha ee TeJlo, OHa Obljla BIIOJIHE CaMOLOBOJIbHA.
Ona mymara, 4To ee KpacoTa nokopuna E CroaHs.

U1 uMmeHHO 110 9T0H npuurHe E CioaHb IPeAmnoyes 0CTaThCs C Hel, Y4eM MPOHOoIKaTh UCKATh GPYKTHL
CepebpstHO¥ 3BE3[IHI.

«O yeM gymaer 9Ta XKeHIrHa? [ToueMy OHa BHITJISOUT Tak, OYITO BCETTa B OLETIEHEHUH ?»



OpHako B 3TOT MOMEHT, BU[IS, YTO A(bHHa BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU OIIeJIOMJIEHd, ITOKa OH I'OBOPHUII, E
Crooanb B3OOXHYII IIPO cebsI C XKaJIOCThIO.

Kakas munas geByiuka!

OpHako y Hee eCTh TaKasd po0ieMa. 9TO 04eHb IIJI0XO.

«3Jtu nnonbl CepebOpsiHOM 3Be3[bl TaK TPYAHO HAWTH, HO S, HAKOHEI], Halll/la OfUH».
B necy Tan M3HCs CTOs/I1a Ha CIIMHE CBOErO JIETAOILEro 3Beps.

Ee rmasa 3aropenuch, KOrga oHa yBumesa mion CepeOpsiHON 3Be3bl, CUSIONINE Ha O0JIBIIIOM IepeBe
MeHee YeM B MUJie OT Hee.

OHa HeMe[JIeHHO HallpaBUjla CBOETO JIETAIOIIEr0 3BEPS K 9TOMY OOJIBIIOMY [EePEBY.
Bywm!

OpHaxko, KOrfa OHa TOJIBKO YTO IIpoJieTesia [T0JI0BUHY PACCTOSHUS, C3a0u Pa3faliCcs PeB.
Ona Oblyla Tak MOTPSICEHA, UTO TYT XKe OTJISTHY/Iach.

OHa yBU[ella, KaK lepeBO BHE3AITHO yIaJjo TaM, I'7ie OHa Obljia 110 KaKOM-TO HEM3BECTHOM IPUIKHE,
YTO OBLJIO TOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO.

A Ha ymaBIIeM Ha 3eMJIIO [iepeBe OHa yBUesa 4To-To cusiioiiee. OHa cy3ua Ijla3a 1 00HapyXKunia,
4yTO0 3TO ABa PppykTa CepebpsHoii 3Be3MH.

"Hy u genal!"
TaH MaHCs cpa3y XkKe BOCKJIUKHYJIa TUXUM I'OJIOCOM.

3aTeM OHa MaHEBPUPOBAJIa JIETAIIINM 3BepeM, YTOOL pa3BEPHYTHCS U IOJIETETh K PpPyKTaM
CepeOpsiHO¥M 3BE3[IHI HA BEICOKOM CKOPOCTH.

Ecnu OBl €M TPUIIIOCH BEIOMPATh MeXAY OOHUM IiofoM CepeOpsiHoM 3Be3Mbl ¥ ABYMS IIJI0JaMU
CepeOpsiHO¥t 3Be3[HI, OHA ONPeNeieHHO Bhibpasa Obl mociemHee.

CBucr!

OpHako, MaHeBPUPYS CBOMM JIETAIOIIMM 3BepeM, OHa Oblja BCETo B IEBITHCTaX GyTaX OT JepeBa,
KOT'7la YBUJIeJa, KaK CTPYSIIUNCS CBET BCIBIXHYII O] IePEeBOM U yJIeTell ¢ IByMs GppyKTamu
CepeOpsiHO# 3BE3IHI.

"JT0 3a yept?"

Tan MaHcs Obllla MTHOBEHHO OLIIENTIOMJIEHA.

Ona cobupasack HeMe[JIeHHO MTPecIenoBaTh 3TOT CTPYSIIUICS CBET.

OpmHaKo B 3TOT MOMEHT OHA OTJISTHYJIach, KaK OyATO C HEH YTO-TO BAPYT IIPOU3OIILIO.

Ona oOHapyxwuna, 4To ¢pykT CepebpsaHoi 3Be3bl, KOTOPHIM OHa Hallllla paHee, TakKXke HCUYe3.



"Brk!"

Tan MaHCS MTOTHOCTHIO0 B30EeCHTach.

«THI HEe TTO3BOJIKIIL MHE Y3HATh, KTO THl Takoii? Eciu g y3Hato, KTO MeHS BOT Tak 0OMaHyII...»
OHa Tak pa303/uiach, YTO faxke 3acKpuiesna 3ydbamu.

Ona cpa3dy noH4JIa, YTO 3a 3TUM CTOUT KaKOU-TO YKPOTUTEIL 3BEPEN.

[ToTOoMy YTO YymOBHIE TOYHO HE 3HAN ObI 06 UCIIOIH30BAHUY TAKTUKY TPUMAHKH, HE TakK Iu? ITO
651710 OB a0CYPLIHO.

OHa crenana riay0oKuit BOoxX, YTOOE YCIIOKOUTHCS. 3aTEM, OCE[iJIaB CBOET'0 3Beps, OHA IIPOJOJIKUTIA
ocMmaTpuBaThCsd B TariHOM LlapcTBe.

«Kakoro yepra! MHe Tak He 10Be3J10?»

«CKOIBKO BpeMeHu mporio? biawH. Eciy MHe Tak He IIOBE3€eT, UTO S He CMOTY HAUTH Jaxke OJUH
nnon CepebpstHO# 3Be3Mbl B 3TOM 1Moe3aKe, s Oymy xKeCTOKO YHUKEHa».

B 1o ke BpeMms B TattnoMm LlapcTBe ®aH JIyoTsiHb mIpoHeccs 1o HeOy, cTos Ha 3eyleHoM 6aMOyke. OH
BBITJISIIE]T KpalHEe PACCTPOEHHBIM.

— Oro, oHHZ yXe BO3BpallaloTCA?
C ogHOM CTOPOHEI, OOMBIIMHCTBO YKPOTUTeNel 3Bepei B TaiHOM LlapcTBe ObUIM B OTYaSTHUH.

VM G110 04eHb TPYOHO HauTH 9TH PPYKTH CepebpsHoit 3Be3nbl. OHU 3aiaBajiiCh BOIIPOCOM, Kyda
nenuch Bce GpyKThH CepeOpsiHOM 3BE3MHL.

C leyroﬁ CTOPOHEHI, E Croanb IepemMecTull CBO€ CO3HaHUE U 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I, YTO BCE €TI0 YeThIpe
HpI/IJII/IBHBIX YIUTKHU-COKPOBHIIA JIETAT 06paTHO K HEMY. Onu ObLIH YXKe MeéHee 9eM B IIeCTU MHUJIAX
OT HEro.

W onu mpubauKaIuCh K HEMY Ha O0JIbIION CKOPOCTH.
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