“To ecTb 9Ta [eBYIlIKa - HeBeCTa repiora?"

"HeT, oHa He HeBeCTa, XKeHINWHA, a HKa repuoruds ['ecceHCKas, MEITAETCSI HaBI3aTh MHE €€ B
KauyecTBe OpavyHo mapTHepUIn".

"Ila, mounMarw. Kopoue, ona".

"Hert, 3T0 mpyroe".

[eplior HAXMYPHJICS U ellle pa3 IogYepKHYII. [Toxoxe, 3T0 eMy OYeHb He HPaBUTCS.

"B obueM, XKeHUTeCh 3a Hel 1 Bce".

"9toro He OymeT".

"TTouemy?"

OH HaxMypu1 OpoBU ¥ MPUKYcun ryoy. Kax bl pa3, Kormaa s CIpallnBao, T0YeMy OH He MOXKeT
JKEHUTHCS Ha 9TOU KEHIMHE, OH JiellaeT TaKoe JINII0 U He OTBEeYaeT.

IToxoxe, €My He X049eTCA 00 sTOM TOBOPUTH, HO MHE HY2KHO 3HATh BCE HOJZ[pO6HOCTI/I, YTOORI peuiuTs -
BBEIXOOUTE 3dMYyZXK UJIX HET.

"Ecnu He XOTHUTE pacCKa3blBaTh, He Hamo. Ho Torda s cumTar Ballle IIPeanoXKeHne
HeCyILIeCTBYIOLMUM "

"9T0 1o30p Hauero poga. [IOKIIHUCEH, YTO HUKOMY He pacCKaXellb".

Y sToro repoora 410, TaK MHOT'O CereTOB?

4 moxxana mie4YaMy ¥ OTBETHUIIA:

"Xopoto, Kn1sHyCch. KoMy 5 Mory paccka3aTh, 4TOOb MHe TOBepUIu?"

"Tvl u IpaBaa He OONITIUBAS OEBYIIKA".

DI, 9TOT YEeJIOBEK...

¢ 3akaTuma riasa ¥, CJI0KUB PYKHU Ha I'PYOU, OTKHHYIACh Ha JMBaH.



On HEPBHO XOOUJI II0 KOMHATE, a IIOTOM CeJI HalIPDOTUB MEH.

Ero poBHEIH 100 OB HCIEIPEH MOPITHHAMH.

OH TSIKeJI0 B3MOXHY U 3aTOBOPHITL:

"Mou oTell M HEIHEITHS S TePHOoTuHA ['eCCeHCKas - TOBTOPHO XKEHMBIIAACA MTapa. JTa XKeHIIHa
paHbliie OblNa XKeHoM rpada Maiiepa, HO OBIOBeJIa U BHIIIIa 3aMyK 3a MOEro OTIa".

A, BoT moueMy oHa "repuoruHsa ['eccerckas”, a He "Maudexa", IOHATHO.

"V Heé oT nmepBoro 6paka OBOE OETEW - CHIH U [04Yb. OTEll TOBOPHUJI, YTO OHU HEe UMEIOT OTHOIIEHUS K
HaIlleMY POAOY, HO OHM OflePKUMEI Meel TPOTJIOTUTh Halll pox".

"XKyTko".

KoHeuHO, K13Hb aPUCTOKPATOB B POCKOLIHEIX 0COOHSKAaX C BKYCHOM €[0M - 3TO He BCE.

4 pemruna He 3agaBaTh 60JIbIlle BOIIPOCOB U KMBHYIA. OH ITPOMOJIKMIIL:

"Temeps, MOCTIe CMEPTH OTIIA, HEU3BECTHO, YTO OHU 3aMHIIIISIOT. S Haxe He YBEPEH, YTO CMOTY
3aLIUTUTD Hall pop. [Tmioc 3aBelaHue OTIIA - TOKa S He XKEeHIOCh, BCe [iefla Pofa JOJIXKHEI PELIaThCs C
eé cormacusa".

"TlpaBpma? [Touemy?"

3ayeM oTell Tak ¢ ChIHOM? OH e IIOHKUMaJI, YTO IOJIBePraeT ero OIacHOCTH, HO BCE PABHO OTaJI BCIO
BJIaCTh, BMECTO TOr'0, YTOOEI 0OecrieunuTs 6e30IaCHOCTh.

"KTo ux 3HaeT", - pacTepsIHHO MPO0OPMOTAJ OH.

"B of1eM, s OoJIKeH XKEeHUThCSI KaK MOKHO cKopee. Ho He Ha TOH XeHIuHe".

"TTouemy? OHa BaM He HpaBUTCA?"

"¢l Ke cKasasl - OHa IIJIEMSSHHUIIA MOeH Madyexy, oueHb 0I1M3Kasi pOOCTBEHHHUIIA" .

"A, IIOHATHO".



Ecnu oH XeHUTCS Ha Hel, BCe ero JIefICTBPIH 6YJIYT CTAHOBUTHCA N3BECTHEI I'€PIIOTHUHE. Koneuno, 3T0
HEBO3MO2XKHO.

Bpak, HalloOTHEHHbIM HEJOBEPUEM U TTOAO3PEHUSIMH, a He CHacTheM, Obl OBl y2KaceH.

"TlosToMy BHI IIpefaraeTe GUKTUBHBIM Opak co MHOU?"

"Papi, 4To TH OBICTPO cooOpaxKaels".

“XMm..."

4 3amymarnacs.

3HAQYWT, OH MpeIaraeT XKeHUTLCS Ha MHE, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT HEXKeIaTelIbHEIX POOCTBEHHUKOB,
KaK MOXXHO CKOpee YTBEPAUThL CBOIO BJIACTh Kak repiuora ['eCCeHCKOro, a IIOTOM Pa3BeCcTUCh?

"A mmaTta?"

"¢ 3ammauy Tebe 300 TRICSTY MapoOK eQUHOBPEMEHHO, TIJTIOC exXeMecsyHoe comepxkanue 300 Mapok.
KoHeuHO, IpefocTaBiIo OTAEIbHYI0 PE3UIEHLINI0" .

Oro? Illegpoe mpeasioxeHue.

300 TeICSY MapOK - OTPOMHAs CyMMa, Ha KOTOPYIO Talla ¥ S MOTJIi Obl JKUTh BCIO KU3Hb. [1T0C
BO3MOXKHOCTbH BEIOpaThCS U3 Tauyru B ®epaycKoM Jiecy - OTIMYHBIH IaHC. Ho!

"Peur umeT 0 MOe# XKHU3HH, IIJIaTa CJIUIIKOM MaJjia, He HaxomuTe?"

"Te1 cuutaens 300 TeICAY MapOK MaJeHbKOU CyMMOU?" - HEOBOJIbHO ITE€PECIIPOCUJI TepLorT.

Ho uHMIMaTHBa B 3THX ITIePeroBopax Ha MOe CTOPOHE, TaK YTO eMy IIPUOETCS BHIC/IYIIATh MOU
yCIIOBHS.

"Huyero oco6eHHOTO, ST X0UY JIUIIL OOHO OOTOJTHEHKE K BallleMy IIPeJIOKeHuI0",

“T'oBopu".

"4 xouy "3aBeT npuHila BanneHmTeliHa", KOTOPHIY XPaHUTCS B BallleM ITIOMeCThe".



bax! He ycresa g mOroBOpUTh, KaK Ieplior TPOXHYJI KyJIaKOM M0 CTOIY.

"BaitonmeT 960epToH. THl M3eBaeIIbC Halo MHOK?"

"Het! 1 He cobupaloch 3abupath ero cede, MPOCTO X0Uy OJOIKUThH HAa BPEMS, a IIOTOM BepHY. UTO g
CMOTY CcIesaTh C 3TOM OIaCHOU Bellb?"

¢ He IpeTeH[yI0 Ha TPOH U He UMeI0 ITO3ULKH, YTOOH 0OUBaThCS BJIACTH, 3aYe€M MHE JOMOTaThCs
penukBuu? 1 ropsuo OTpUIlaa Kakue-mub0 KOPEICTHEIE MOTHUBEL, M FePIIOT C MOA03PEeHUEM
IIOCMOTpPEJT Ha MEeHSI.

[Tom ero mMpuUCTaIbHLIM B3TJISIIOM SI COXPaHsa HEBUHHOE BRIpaXKeHUe JIUIA.

Hakowell, pe3ko MogHsATEE OPOBYU MEAJIEHHO OIyCTHIIHCE.

"3aueMm oH Tebe? Ecnu 3TO0 {1 ciaceHus oTia, 3abynb. A momory emy u 6e3 penukBun'.
"Ileno He TOJIBKO B Iamne... Y MeHd eCTh APYT, KOTOPOMY HYKHa ITOMOIIB".

Ipyr?"

"JlagHO, menai 4TO XOUellb, BPSM JIM Thl €€ HaWEeNb, HO...".

O, OH HEOXUOAHHO JIETKO COTJIACHJICS.

Tak KakK OH He 3HaeT, I'le HaXOMUTCS PEJIMKBUS, PACYET COCTOSIII B TOM, UYTO MHE HUYETO HE CTOUT
IIONBITATLCS BEISICHUTDL €€ MECTOHAXOXKIeHHe.

4 mmpoko yneIOHyIach U cKasana:

"Xopormo. 4 cornacHa, faBauTe MOKEHUMC".

[Tocne cormacoBanus YCJ'IOBI/Iﬁ KOHTPAKTa repuor cpa3y 2kKe COCTaBUII JOTOBOP.

9TO HaCTOJILKO CEKPETHBHIM JOTOBOP, UTO MBI PEILIUJIN He 3aBEPSTh €r0 HOTapuaslbHO, @ JOBEPUTHCS
YeCTHOMY HCIIOJTHEHUIO 0053aTEIHCTB Ha OCHOBE B3aUMHOTO I0Bepusi. OH MOANKUCal KOHTPAKT,
3asBUB, 4TO MEI 00a O6yeM J0OPOCOBECTHO CIIENOBATh €T0 YCIOBUSIM.

B camoMm HU3Yy OOroBoOpPa OBLT IIYHKT O HePa3rjallleHuHu, YTOOBI HUKOMY HE€ PAaCCKaA3LBIBATh.



"TloToMm He moxkaneete?"

"9T0 MOs pemnuka”, - OTBETUI OH.

¢ mocTaBuIa CBOE UMS Imom ero KpaCHBOIZ IIOAIINCHIO.

BepHYBIIKCH C JOTOBOPOM U3 ceiida, OH ITOCMOTPETT Ha MEHS CO CJIOKHBIM BEIPpaXKE€HUEM.

IToxoxe, Tellepb MO o4Yepenb JIefICTBOBaTB.

"WTak, 4ToOB 00€eCIIeYUTh YCIEIIHbIM Opak, HaM HYKHO CIIJIAHMPOBATh Ollepaluio. 4 mpeamnaraio 5
atamnoB. CKOJIbKO BrIOepem?"

"Sramwr?"

Ouc HeOooyMeHuneM IMOCMOTPeEeN Ha MEeHA, HE IIOHUMas, O YEM peys.

[TpunIIock ¢ HEKOTOPHIM TPYOOM TEPIIENIMBO OObSICHUTE:

"TlepBBIX 9TAl - KOTAa HAYWHAKOT HA3bIBaTh APYT APyra 0 UMeHH. MHI 3TO yxKe MPOIUIY, Ha3BaB APYT
nopyra OpeH u Balioner nepepn To¥ OeBYWIKOW. BTOpOU STall - fepKaHue 3a pyKu'.

“PyKI/I?”

"Ila, 0O6bI9HO BNIIOOIEHHLIE B HaUajle OTHOLIEHUM iepXKaTCs 3a PYKH, TYISI0T, pa3XkKuras 4yBCTBa.
BMecTe mBIOT Yal, ¥ 0YEHb YBJIEUEHHO 00CYKIAIOT BCIKKUE MEJIOYH, CIIyYuBIINeCs BYepa. Takoi
aram".

"XM, MOHATHO. A TpeTuu?"

"Ha TpeTbeM yxKe BO3MOXKHEHI IETKME TPUKOCHOBEHUS U IOIeNTyl. BHUMaTeNbHEINM YeJI0BEK CPa3y
TIOMMET, YTO OHHU BIOOIeHkl. TaKoM 3Tal, Korja OT OfHOI0 B3TJIsA/a Ha MTapy YyBCTBYeIllb, YTO MEXKIY
HUMHU €CTh UCKpa".

"4 mmoxo mpencTaBsan”.

BecrnoMonrHbi 4enoBek. YK TOYHO HUKOTTIa He BCTPeYasiCs HU C KEM.

"Hy ecTb xke Takoe! YeTBEPTHIi 3TAll - KOTHA OHU IIETYIOTCS U 0OHUMAIOTCS TP II060M yooOHOM
cJjly4ae, U UM TOBOPAT "HY XBaTuT yxe!".



"A naTeim?"

"IIaTeid... Hy, KOorga oTHOIIEHUS 3allUld fajleKo, TaK CKaxeM".

3ayeM OH 00 3TOM cIpainuBaeT, 60IbHO I'yOHI-TO.

['epror mornaguil mogO0POIOK U IOCMOTPENT Ha MEHS:

"OTKyga THl BCE TaK XOPOIIO 3HaelIh?"

II'[_ITO?II

"CKOJIbKO ke y Te0s1 ObII0O My2>KYMH, pa3 Thl TaK eTalabHO 000 BCEM OCBemOMeHa?"

"U-yto?! [Ja Kakas y MeHs OoraTasi Tu4yHas XKu3Hb... He Ob110 HU4Yero! Mnu ecnu u 661710 - TO 4TO?!"

4Yro 3a MYyXK4YKMHA, YK€ IIPOABJIAET IIPU3HAKNW PEBHOCTH.

KON MYZKUYUH IOeT pan y3HaTh, UT T'O JKeHBI CJII02KHOE IPOIIIoe?
"Kako a Oymert paf y3Ha 0 V ero XXeHHI CJI0KHOoe IpoInioe?"

"Axaxa.... Mo# OygyuIui My yMeeT IITyTHUTh!"

LlyHOBEHME XOJIOJHOTO BETpA.

Kaxertcs, g omnbiach, 3aK/II0YUB 3TOT KOHTPAKT. [IpequyBCTBYI0 HEIPUSATHOCTH. XOTSI OTOBOP yXKe
HE OTMEHHUTb... HABEPHOE?

Fepuor, pa3BaHHBHIHﬁCH Ha O¥BaHe, HaKJIOHUJICA U HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'[ JIAIIO BIIJIOTHYIO K MOEMY.

"Ha kakoM 3Tarme MEHI ¢ ToOoir?"

"Hy... Ha kakom pemum?"

"UtoOrl 06MaHyTh HpoiinsiitH Maiiep, HaBepHOe, CTOUT Cpa3y HadaTh C MSITOro?"

"Tloxkamy#... BH IpaBkl. ECIM BB yBEPEHHI, TO Cpa3y C IATOro 3Tamna OymaeT ahdekTuBHEE".

"C naroro?"



4 tuxo nmpobopmortana: "Hy, Korga oTHOIIEHUS 3alllfid ganeko..."

Korma s cMoTpesa Ha Hero, pa3MBIIUISIONIEro HaJ MOMMHU CJIOBaMM, MHE CTAHOBHJIOCH He II0 cebe.

XOTs 51 IOIIYTHUIIA, OH CEPbE3HO 06AYMBIBAET CKA3aHHOE MHOIO.

4 uckoca B3rJIdHYJIa Ha HETO U CMEHHNIIa TEMY:

"TIaTHIM 9Tal, HaBepHOe, CIUIIKOM CMyIaeT Bac? [laBaiTe MpPoIlle, IOe-TO Ha TPEeTheM..."

"Het, nartemi. JaBan".

II'[_ITO?II

"4 roBopio, maBaii. MBI ¥ Tak [IBa MecsIla XKUJIM B OOHOM KOMHAaTe, HAaBePHOE, 11eJI0BAIUCh, BUMIEH
OpYyT Opyra B BAHHOM, TaK YTO "OTHOIIEHHUS 3alll/IN faleKo" - 9TO He OyJeT JI0KbI0".

Bay, He oXupana OT 3TOT0 My>KYUHEI TaKOW permTenbHocTu! Ho 51 He MOTY OTCTYIIUTS.

"Xopo1o, Torfa naThii 3Tan. TOIbKO BH AOJIXKHEL XOPOIIO MOALITPEIBaTh MHE. [ToHAmH, Dper?"

"9, Ipen?"

OH pacrepscs, u 5 TKHyJIa IajblleM eMy B IIEKY.

"Henb3sa cmymaThes. [ToBTopsiiiTe 3a MHOU: "JltoOuMmas Bationer"...

«...OpaHI1] XOPOIIIO BOCIUTAJL JOYb».

"TaBalTe, CKaxxuTe".

"JTrobmmad... Bau..."

TyK-TyK, CTYK B IBEPb IIpepBaJl ero. Bolenmmun ciyra ckasait:

"Baiiia cBeTNIOCTD, GpoiinisaiiH Maliep MpocHy/ach".

)%k

Ixenuudep Maiiep cumgena Ha KPOBATH, €€ JIUIIO eIle BhIPazKaslo oK.



"Bam nyuine, ¢ppoinsaia Maiiep?"

“T'epoor..."

IxeHHU(EP BCXIIUIHYIA U MIPOTSHYIA PYKY K DpeHy.

OH JI0BKO OTCTYIIUJI Ha3aj, YBeIMYUB MeXKIYy HUMHU OUCTAHIIHIO.

3aBuclas B BO3OyXe PyKa 0eCIIoMOIITHO OPOTrHyJia U OIYCTHUJIACh Ha KOJIEHHU.

"IIpoctuTe, YTO Halyraa Bac".

BexnuBrie U3BUHEHUS JPEHa 3acCTaBUiU [[xKeHHU(pEDP CKOPUYUTH JIUIO, KaK OyATO e€ yIapuiy.

Eé nuio, ncKasuBIeecs OT CI€3, Pe3K0 H3MEHHUJIOCh, KOTfja OHa II0CMOTpesia Ha MeHs.

¢ ecTeCTBEHHO BHIIepKaJia 3TOT B3TJISAM U MOMOIIIA K DPEHy.

"U g npuHoIy U3BUHEHUS, GpouaaiH Maiiep. 9peH cKa3aJl, YTO BH JOpOras roCThs".

"T'eprior... Kak BBl MOT/IM TakK CO MHOM MOCTYIUThH?"

['yOrl mpozKanu OT SPOoCTH. BumruMo, oHa BOT-BOT pacIylayeTcs.

"®pounsitn Maliep, faBaiTe s CHOKOWHO BCE 00BsICHIO..."

"Kak BBl MOTJIM TaK CO MHOM, pagy 3TOM KEHIIWHBI, HECMOTPS Ha TETYIIKY!"

E€ B030yKIOEHHBIN I'OJI0C OHECCS 3a MPENesbl KOMHATHL.

Kaxercs, nmpucnyra c6exanach B KOPUAOP, YTOOBI ITOCNTyIIATh 3Ty CLEHY.

Ecu Tak moupéT masbiue, 6yoeT CKaHmall.

B takux ClIly4adax HOGG}KJI&GT TOT, KTO IIEPBBEIM 3allJIa4eT.

OpeH, He 3HAs YTO JejaTh, 3aCThUI, IOITOMY 5 PelInsia IePedTH B HACTYIUIEHNE.



"Yaa..."

¢l 3aKphlyia MU0 PyKaMu ¥ 3alljlakasia.

,]:[y'Maﬂ o 6egHOM Iarne, MHe He COCTaBUJIO TPyHOa BBIZKAThb CJIE3HI.

CKBO3b MOKPOE JIUIIO {1 CKa3ajia JPEHY:

"TIpocturte... {1 He gomxkHa Ovina... [locmeTs IpUTSI3aTh Ha Bac..."

"TTouemy nmavete BH? Ceiidac s JOIXKHA IJlakaTh!"

H}KGHHI/I(bep IIOHMAJIA, 9YTO CUTyallud CKJIQOBIBAETCA HE B eeé II0JIb3Yy, U BOSMYTHJIACH.

Ho deM xyxXe Oj1s He€, TeM ny4ie iy MeHs. Eciu O6bI 9TOT HauBHBIM repror IOHUMaJ U IToOMOorarl
MHe...

OmnemwuB OT MOUX CJIE3, OH HE MOT BLIMOJIBUThL HU CJIOBA.

# mpoposnXana BCXJIUIIEIBATD:

"f1 xKe roBopusa, 4TO MeXAy HaMU He MOXeT ObITh HU4Yero... Kak s Mora nocsaruyTs Ha Bac..."

Cnéswl crekanu mo nogboponky. CKkBo3b pa3MBITOe 3peHNeE 5 BUeNla ero HalpsaKEHHOe JIUIIO.

2Kanb, ecru ObI OH XOPOIIIO CHITPas, TO JIETKO CIIPABUIICS OBl C 9TOM HEBYIIKOMH...

"He rosopu Tak".

Yro?!

bl pacCiiaxXHyJjia ria3a OT HEOXKHUIOAHHOT'O TeIljla IIPHU2KABIIET0CsA KO MHE TeJla.

IpeH Kpenko 00HuMaI MeHsI.

Takoro IIOBOPOTA 4 HE 0XKHKOaJlad, TIO3TOMY OdaXKe HE OTBETHUJIA HA €Tr0 CJIOBA.

[Toka 51 ompaByisgaach OT KPAaTKOr'0 3aMellaTeIbCTBa, JPEH IIPOMOIIKMITL:



"1 HuKora Tebs He OTIYIIY, TOBOPHUI XKe - THl [AJIs MEHS eAUHCTBeHHas. Mos mobumas Baronet".

T'ocogu, KaK GBICTPO OH YYUTCS!

XO0Ts ero PYKH U T'OJIOC OPO2XKaAJIk, HUKTO, KaZKeTCs, HE 3aMeTHJI, HACTOJIbKO IMOKUPYIOIMNM OBITIO
comepxKaHue.

{4 He MOTy yCTYNIUTh EMY B UTDE.
"TIpocTH, IpeH... ITO BCcé Mosi BuHa. He Hafo OBIIO ¢ caMOTo Hayajla BCTpedaThCs ¢ TOOOH..."

A nogHsANa TOJIOBY C €ro IIjie4a U IIOCMOTpPeEJIa CKBO3b CTIE3HL.

OpeH HeXHO CTEP TEKYIIHe KallI ¥ IIOJTHOCTHIO BOILIEN B POJIb, He o0pallast BHUMaHUS Ha
OKPYXKaIOIIHX:

"Uto0 3a rnynoctu. be3 Tebs 5 OBl He BBIKUT".

O, kakag urpa! Xouy c HUM COTPyAHUYATD.

Kazasnochk, 0H MOr OBl y2Ke OTIYCTUTh MEHSI, HO IPEH He pPa3MbIKasl 00BSITHH.

3a ero njae4yoM Masuuia IIpucCiyra.

HOCKOHBKY OHHU 3HAJIM Hallly TPOTaTEeJIbHYIO MCTOPHIO, BO B3rIdOaX OOJILIITMHCTBA YU TAJIUCH
CO4YYyBCTBUE U YMUIIEHHE.

"Y-4TO BHI TYT fie/laeTe y MeHA Ha ria3ax?!"

Kpuxk 3a crirHOM 3acTaBUjl OpeHa HaKOHeIl PAa30MKHYTh OOBATHS.

IKeHHUPED C IBITAIOIIKAM JIUIOM 37I00HO CMOTpesia Ha Hac.

"T'epuor, pa3Be Ballla TETYIIKA 3HaeT 00 aToM?"

"O uéM BBl roBOpUTE, Pppounsaiiy Matiep?"

"O ToM, 4TO BHI ¥ 3Ta OeBula..."



"Cnenure 3a I3BIKOM".

Ero romnoc ctan HU3KUM U TSIKEIIBIM.

XO0Ts 9TO OBIIIO HE B MOM ajgpec, 110 CIInHEe np06e}KaH XOJIOAOK OT €eTo0 JIegdHOT0 TOHA.

Pasymeercs, nuto [IxxeHHU(ED ToXKe 1mMobeneso.

"He cmeliTe TO30pUTh MO HEBECTY, MHaUe MloxKaseeTe".
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