-9l momXHa BepHYThCS. 9 HEBAXKHO cebst YyBCTBYIO, - coobumia Jlopa mompyram.

-TebGe CTOUT OTHOXHYTH B OOHOM U3 KOMHAT, - IPeMJIoKKIIa BUKOHTecca AHpea U IIOBEPHYJIach K
CepeHe, - HaM Topa Bo3BpaimiaThcs. He xoTenoch OB MPOCTYOUTECS.

CepeHa COrjlacuiach C Hel, U OHU yiuiu C OaKOHa.

-Tebe GymeT X0opoImo omHOM? - 06eCcIOKOeHHO cipocuna CepeHa, 3aKprBasi ABePs. JIopa YyBCTBOBAA
ce0st HeBaXXHO, HO y Hee ellle 0CTABaIUCh CUITBI, YTOOR! IOMTH MO KOMHATH OT/BIXA.

-He BomHyiics, co MHOi#t Bce OymeT B IOPSIIKeE, - 3aBepuia OeBYIKa, HAIPaBIIsIsICh B KOMHATY OTABIXA.

KoMmHaTa oTanixa, Cyns 110 Ha3BAHHIO, - 3TO KOMHATA, ITPEJOCTaBJIEHHASA UMII€EPATOPOM. JTa KOMHarTa
0OBIYHO MCIIOIL30BaJIacCh OBOPsIHAMH, XKeJIaIOIMMMU COEJIaTh IIEPEPEIB UJIK OTOOXHYTh OT TOJIIIBI.
Komuara pacmoiiarajacCh He TaK YZK OaJIEeKO, HO IEeBYIIIKe I10Ka3aJIOChk, YTO 3TO OHa IIljia IIEJIyI0o
BE€YHOCTL.

[Mocneimanuck 4bK-TO ard. Korga oHa o6epHyack, B3I ee u3MeHusncs. Jlopa He oxupgana, 94To
9TOT YeJIOBEK TMOCNEeNyeT 3a Hell, He TOBOPS y2&Ke 0 TOM, YTO OH - TOT, Y KOT0 HEeT IpUrjalleHus.
[Tpuen cioma 6e3 mpuUriameHus TOIBKO OIS TOro, YTOOH HauTH ee? M 4TO eMy OT Hee HYKHO?

-Jlyuc Untpa, mouyemy TH 3[ieCch? - cripocuia Jlopa, MeeHHo Oejas Iar Hasaf.

Moromo¥ YenoBeK BOPYT TPOMKO PACCMESIICS, MPSIMO KaK CyMacCIIeIIi, 3a4eCkiBasi CBOM CaIbHEIE
BOJIOCHI HAOOK. Bce elre cMesich, OH OTBETHII:

-¢1 3mech, 4TOOH YBUOETh Bac, KOHEUHO? $1 3mech, 4ToOB 3a0paTh CBOIO KeHY!

IHeBy1ika momopinunack. Ceifyac OHa MOTJIa IyMaTh TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO €CJIM OHA IMOOEXHUT Tyfa, Ie
mionu, oHa OymeT B Oe3omacHocTu. Ho mpoGieMa B TOM, UTO [ieBYIIKa yKe MpuOnIuxKanack K KOMHATe
OTOBIXA, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, TaM YK€ HEKOTO IIPOCUTH O TIOMOIIH.

-¢1 He TBOSI KeHa, - CypoBO oTBeTUNa JIopa, cxkuMmas Kynaku. Ecnu JIyuc He BoopyXkeH, mpobiiem
yb6exath He OymeT. OHa Morya Obl CHATE Tyu s ynoOcTBa.

-OHa CKa3aJa, YTO eCIu 51 JKeHICh Ha Tebe, To Oyay KUTh CUACTIIUBO, - TpobopMoTan JIyuc.

-KT0 3Ta 0HA? - MOMHTEpPECcOBasiach [EBYIIKA. 3pauyky ITapHs pacCIIUPUIIACE, KOTa OH 0CO3HAJI, 4TO
chan cebs. 3aTeM OH OBLICTPO CMEHUT TEMY:

-Jlopa, cMupucsk. f1 Tebe HPaBIIIOCh.



Y meByIIKH BO3HUKIIO CMyTHOE OIIyLIEHHE, YTO OHa 3HAET Ty, YTO HaTpaBuia JIynca Ha Hee.
B03MO0KHO, OHA MPOMEI/Ia MO3TH 3TOMY Y€JI0OBEKY, BHYIIHUB €My MEIC]Ib O TOM, UTO OH HpaBUTCS JIope.
Bo3M0KHO, ¥ caM mmapeHb BOun cebe 3TO B T'OJIOBY.

-4 He... 4TO THI TOBOPHIIL? - 0TBeTUNa Jlopa Oonee xkecTKuM ToHOM. Ee oTBeT pa3o3mun ero. OH cxkaml
KyJIaKU U pe3Ko Opocuiics K OpIoHETKe, BITasCh CXBATUTH ee 3a pyKy. Hemonro nymas, Jlopa cHana
Tydu u 6pocuna ux B Jlyuca.

OO6yBb momana B 7100 1 XKUBOT. MOJIOIOM YeTOBEeK OTIYCTU PYKY AeByUIKU. JIopa 6pocuiach 1o
Kopumopy, 6ocukoM. Kak ToIpKO OHa mogyMaria, 4YTo ee IiaH cpaboTar, JIyuc, KOTOPBIA CMOT IPUUTH
B ce0s uepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, TYT ke GPOCHIICS 3a HeH B MMOTOHI0. JIopa MEICTIEHHO
nob6nmarogapusia CepeHy 3a TO, UTO Ta CAejlajia ee IIaThe TAaKUM YIOOHBIM.

[eByIIKa TO ¥ [0 OrjIsgblBarach, YTOOL IOCMOTPETD, THe OH, HO KaK TOJIbKO OHa CHOBA
obepHynacs, JIyuc cunoit moTsHyN ee 3a coOoi. OHa IoTepsiia paBHOBeCHe U yIasa Ha moi. U3 ee
ry0 BBIpBAJICSI CTOH, KOTZla OHA ITOMBITaNlach BCTaTh HAa HOTM. KaxkeTcs, oOHa IIofiBepHYyjIa HOr'y!

-Trl HEe cMOXKelTh yOexKaTh OT MeHS, - CKa3as JIyuc, mogxons K Hel ¢ XKYTKOM YXMBIIKOM Ha JIHIle.
Jlopa 6pocuia Ha HeTo B3IJISAA U y&Ke coOupasach OTBETUTh, KakK BAPYT ITOUYBCTBOBaJa XKKeHHe Ha
neBoi meke. OHa OoTporasa JIMLo ¥ IOCMOTpesia Ha ITapHs, KOTOPBIM [al el IOLeYuHy.

-Bot IIo4YeMy Thl MHE HUKOI'Ia HE HOHpaBI/IH.IBCH!

JIyuc paccMesiyicsi, Kak OfepXKUMEIH, ¥ TPUKaJ ee PyK: K 3eMye. Jlopa 60poack ¢ ero XBaTKOH, HO
HE CMOTJIa 0CBOGOTUTHLCS ¥ BMECTO 9TOTO yapuia ero HOroi B XKUBOT.

-Bot 4uTo TH mMONMy4uIh, YOIIONOK, - HE CAepKajach AeBYIIKa.

OHa HCITI0Th30BaJIa BCE CBOM CHUJIbIL, YTOOHI BCTATh, HO 3TO GBUIO TPYIHO, BEOb €e HOTa Paclyxyia u
6omnena. Jlopa He cTayna 00 3TOM IyMaTh U IPOJOKUiIa 6exkaTh, HeCMOTPS Ha 60y1b. O6GEPHYBIUINCE,
neBymka o6Hapyxua, 9To JIyuc Bce elle fepKaucs 3a XKUBOT.

Ee gpixanue Y4aCTHUIIOCh, ¥ OHA ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO Y HEe€ KPYZKUTCSA I'OJIOBA. J'[opa CIIpATallacChb 3a
YT'OJI 1 CeJla Ha II0JI, TA2KEeJIO ObIIIa. Ona 3aKpPhIJIa I'lla3a, IIepen I'iia3aMu IJidCalid YePHBIE TOYKH.

"KTo-Hubyab, momorute". 3T cioBa Jlopa xoTella BHIKPUKHYTh, HO HE CMOTJIa. Kak TOJIbKO ee
[bIXaHue MPUIIO0 B HOPMY, OHa coOupasnachk 6exkaTh 06paTHO B OasbHBIM 3a71. OgHAKO OHa BCe ellle He
MOI'JIa BCTaTh U3-3a 6071 B Hore. OCco3HaBasi, YTO 3TO BO3MOKHO KOHEI], JeBYIIKA TUXOHBKO
paccMesinach.

-J'Iopa, s 3HAIO, IT'O€ ThI, - Pa3AaJIiCAd HEIIoOaJIEKy I'0JI0C .Hy'I/ICa.

Ero maru mocTemneHHO CTAHOBUIIUCH TPOMYE C KAaXKIOU CeKYH/IOM, ¥ BOT OH y2Ke MIPUOIU3UTICT K
MEeCTY, TOe IpsiTtanach Jlopa. OH m0o3Bal emle pas:



-J'[opa, TBI HE CMOZKeEIb CIIPATATECA OT MEH. YT0 OB HU CIIY4YHMJIOCE, A COeJIlalo TaK, 9YTO MEI
OCTaHEMCA BMeCTE Ha BEKH BEYHEIE.

OHa 3agpoxkarna oT cTpaxa. Ef CpoYHO HyKHa Ubs-HUOyOb oMoInhs! Jlopa 3aTania AblxaHue, Koraa
yBUpena TeHb Jlynca. OT cTpaxa y Hee Ha rjla3aX BBICTYIIUJIU CJIe3bl, U OHa IIPUKycuia ry0y, 4ToOk
He M3[aTh HU 3ByKa. ETo 1Iaru CTaHOBUIUCH Bce OnuKe U OnuKe, TOKa BAPYT PSIOM C HEW HE
IoKa3ajuch ero 6otuHku. Ho mockombKy Jlopa HageKHO CIpsiTaiack, BCe, YTO MOT YBUAETh MOJIOLOM
YeJIOBEK - OO0 ee MIaThA.

-Tak BOT THie THI, - YXMBITBHYJICS ITapEHb, CXBATHB ee 3a BOIoCck. OHa ITOMOPIIUIACH U TOMBITAIaCh
yOpaTh ero PyKy CO CBOMX BOJIOC, HO JIyuC OBII CUTTBHEE.

-OtycTu MeHs ceidac xe! - KpukHYyIa Jlopa, 4yBCTBYs, Kak y Hee IIPephIBaeTCS IbIXaHUE.

-O4eHb M10X0. 5 HEe X0Uy, - PACXOXOTAJICS MOJIOLOH YEJIOBEK, IIOTSIHYB ee MogO0POIOK BBEPX, UTOOH
OHa MOTJIa IIOCMOTPETH Ha Hero. [leBylIKa 0TBesa B3IJIA[, bITAICh CAEPKATh CIE3EL.

ITocie TOro KaK OHa 3TO cHefana, JIyuc pasos3/Iuics U ellle pas3 yoapwil ee o JIKIY, 3BYK 9X0M
pasHeccs Mo KOPUIoPY. B 3TOT MOMEHT ee jieBas IeKa ropesna orueM. OHa moxasesna 00 9TOM, HO
CMOTPETh Ha 9TOr0 YeJI0BEeKa el ObIJI0 IPOTUBHO.

-TTocMoTpu Ha MeHs, - mpuKa3an Jlyuc, Ho JIopa He mOCTyIanach 1 3apaboTaa emuie OgHy
TIOIIEYHHY, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 [0 PABOii IIeKe.

Tsaxxeno grlla, IeBYLIKa BCe Ke PUCKHYIIA B3[JIHYTh TapHIO B r1a3a. To, Kak Jlopa cMoTpena Ha
Hero, 3aCTaBUJIO €r0 UCIYTaThCsl, ¥ OH HEOCO3HAHHO OCIa0MII XBaTKYy, TI03BOJIUB el HAHECTH yaap
HOT0¥ B KMBOT. UTOOHI HEe TOBTOPUTH ouIubKy, JIyuc notsHyn JIopy 3a co6oii.

Y B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'[la HecuacTHas [JeByIlIKa Obljla Ha I'PaHU TOTr0, YTOOHI CAAThCS, 3BYK I1IaroB,
OOHOCUBIIMICS M3 TJIaBHOTO KOPUAOPA, BCEIU B Hee HaleXAy, U OHa Hadajla Kpu4aTh Tak TPOMKO,
Kak TOJIbKO Morjia. Ho He yclesna oHa u37aTh HU 3BYyKa, Kak JIyuC 3axkKai ee poT CBOEU IIOTHOU
nmamoHb0. M3 mocneguux cun Jlopa 3amMoTaja TOJI0BOM, YTO IIO3BOJIMIIO €M 0CBOOOMUTE POT OT IENKOMN
XBaTKU MTAPHS ¥ II03BaTh Ha IIOMOIIIb.

-9T10T ronoc... JIopa?

B none 3penHus noxpbexaBIIero MOJIOLOT0 YeI0BeKa Iomaja AeByIKa o4ty 6e3 CO3HaHuUs, U ellle
KaKOM-TO CTPAHHHIM apeHs. ['epuor ®epriocod pacceupenesn. OTOT IOLOHOK ITOCMeN 00UaeTh ero
mo0uMyto neBymKy? [la OH moxaseeT, 4To chefai 3To! OpBuH nynun Jlyuca KyjlaKaMu 10 JIUIy, He
otgaBasi cebe oTueTa B CBOUX AeUCTBUSX. OXpaHHUKY, CTaBIINE CBUETENISIMU 3TOM CLIEHBHI,
IIOIIPOCUJIM €T0 OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO OH He CIIyllIasl, [I0Ka He YCIIbIan 4Yey-To B3L0X. ['epIior 0TTONKHYI
Jlynca ¥ 0CTOPOXKHO nogaepzkai JIopy 3a rojosy.

-JTopa?



Ero romoc mpozar, KOorha OH epKall ee 3a PyKy. YCIHIaB 3HaKOMBIH T0oj10c, JIopa cierka
TTPUOTKPHIIA T'71a3a, Mo6aarogapuB ero. [I0OCKONbKY CHUJT Y Hee He 0CTaJIoCh HY Ha 4YTO, MeBYIIKa CHOBa
TIoTepsiyia co3HaHue. [TapeHs He MOT IPOCTHUTh TOTO, YTO caesan JIyuc. OH MOMHST OeBYIIKY Ha PYKH
¥, Tsns Ha Jlyuca, mpuKasait:

-OTmpaBbTe 3TOTO YeloBeKa B TIoppMy. He yOuBaiiTe ero, u6o s cam ¢ HUM pa30epychk.

B ToT Beuep HUKTO He 3HaJ 06 3TOM MHIIUOEHTE, KpoMe ee ONU3KUX Apy3el u ceMmbu. CepeHa xoTena
HaBeCTUTH JIopy, HO ee He nmycTunu. OHa He MOrJjia MPOCTUThL cebe, UTo He moia ¢ JIopoi. Ecnu Obl
OHa OCTajlach C HeH, TO HU4ero Mogo0HOTo He CIy4YUIOCh Obl.

OpBUH ITOCMOTpeE Ha jexallyo JIopy u3naneka U NPUCIOHUTI TOJIOBY K XOJIOHHOMY OKHY. OH He MOT
npocTuTs Jlynca 3a To, 4TO OH Tak noctynmwi. OH npenynpexnan JIopy o HeM, HO OH He 0XKH[aJl, UTO
CBIHOK MapKH3a COBEPLIUT HEYTO MOI0OHOE.

-Barmra cBeTnoCTh, BOT UTO IpHciian MHe Jlectep, - cka3asn bieiiH, 6pocuB KOPOTKHUM B3TJISA Ha
[EeBYIIKY.

-Crmacu60. MBI HaKazkeM ero B COOTBETCTBUH C MOKeTaHUSIMHU JIOPHL.
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