Jlegu 9nu3abeT mEPEeBONUT Ha MEHS CBOU XOJIOOHEIE I'JIa3a, U 51 He MOTY He YCMexHyThcs. OHa
IyMaeT, YTO s OTCTYILUTIO TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO S el He HPaBJIIOCh?

"¢l He 3Haa, YTO Ballle BEICOYECTBO - ONMU3KUM APYT jneau dnu3abeT", - roBopio 5. " Mo3HaKOMUIach
C JIelX BO BpeMsI MOEro IIepBOT0 YaeluTHUs, U Y Hac Oblyla MHTepecHas Gecefia mocie yxofa OpyTrux
rocreu..."

"¢] He moOMHI0, YTOOHI OHA OCTaBasach", - 3aMedaeT IpuHIlecca. "OHa BepHYIach?"

"Jlegu 3abblna CBOI0 CYMOYKY, II09TOMY OHA BEPHYIACh, YTOOH IIOMCKATh €€, ¥ MBI T0O3HAKOMUJIUCH. A
TaKXKe y3HaJa O IeperoBopax o Opake Mexnay Hel ¥ MOUM MyxKeM. [10JIKHA MPU3HATLCS, YTO TOTa
oHa Oblyla MHe JTI000TIBITHA" .

"Torpma? BoJblie He MOOONEITHO?"

"To, 4TO g X0TeNa y3HaTh, 4 y3Hasna".

"Hy, s He MOT'y CKa3aTh, 4YTO MBI ApYy3bs", - 3aMevYaeT IpUHIecca.
¢ HaKJIOHSIO TONOBY, N300paXxas 3aMellaTeTbLCTRO.

Jlegu Snu3abeT Hayaja pa3roBOP C IIPUHIIECCOM, He Oyny4uu ee OIU3KOM IOAPYToii. Y Hee HET MaHeD,
BepHO? HaBepHOE, 3TO 13-3a ee BPOKOEHHOTO BRICOKOMepusi. OHA OyMaeT, UTO MOXKET [eflaTh BCe,
YTO 3aX04eT. Bce moToMy, 4TO KOTa-TO e¥ MPOYUIIH TUTYI PUTePLOTHHH.

Temeps, KorMa s mymMaro 00 9TOM, ee cecTpa CKopo GyHeT mpefcTaBieHa UMIIepaTopy. [PaMel
HalleJIeHH Ha TO, YTOOR MMETh UMIIEPATPHUIY C UX UMEHEeM He3aBHCHUMO OT KCXoma 60phOH 3a
KODOHY.

OpmHako Ternepsh, KOT{a MOM IeploT He MOXKET B3SITh IPYTYI0 XKEeHY, OHM COCPENOTOYaT CBOU YCUIHS
Ha COXpPaHEHWU UMIIepaTopa Ha TPoHe. EC/i TOIBKO YTO-TO MOMET He TaK C IpeaiokKeHnueM 0
Opake.

"Kaiip - 6osbiiasi Tepputopus MMnepun", - IpousHOCUT Jiefu Inu3aberT.
Yero oHa x04et?

"AnexkcaHap OB 3PITepLOroM, Ipexae YeM B3SJT B KeHHI IJIeHHUIy. ETo crienoBaso Obl HAarpafuTh,
a He HAKa3kIBaTh: OH BHIUTPAJT BOMHY! [ToueMy OH HOJIZKEeH OTCTYIaTh TOJILKO Pafy TOTO, YTOOH
CIIaCTH KU3Hb 3TOU?".

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs K Jiefu Inu3abeT IoaXoasT ABe AeByiuku. OHU BCTAIOT O O0KAM OT Hee H
KMBAIOT Ha €€ CJI0Ba.

"MBI cyrTaeM, 4To C repuorom Kaipom noCTynuiIu HeCIipaBedIvBO, Ballle BEICOYECTBO", - IOfAeT
T0JIOC OJHA U3 JeByIIeK. "Mbl He 00CyXKIaeM pelleHus: ero BeIu4ecTBa, Ml He mocMeeM. OIHAKO MBI
oyMaeM, 4YTO UMIlepaTopa KOHCYJIbTAPOBa KTO-TO C JyPHLIMU HaMepeHUsIMu'".

O, ata ymHee. [Tompyra moHsma, 4TO Aequ dnu3abeT HampalluBaeTCs Ha HEIIPUSATHOCTH, OHA
Criafuiia ee CjIoBa u nepedpa3upoBasia 0oee MprueMIeMo.

"¢l cormacHa c BaMu, JIeIH, - 3asBUIIa . ITO JAeHCTBUTEIFHO ObII0 HECIIPABeIJIMBO IO OTHOIIEHUIO K
replory, KOTOPhIHM BHUTPas BoiHy. O6a HaKa3aHus: XKeHUTb0a Ha MHE U IIOTEPS ero TUTYIa.



OJIHaKO 9TOT 6paK - TO, 9YTO IMOgOEePXKMUBAET MOIO 2KH3Hb, ITIO3TOMY A HH 3a YTO HE GYI[Y MOJI4aTh, IIOKa
9TH KYPHUIBL Sa6paCbIBa]EOT MEH{ I'PA3BIO.

"KpoMe TOro, ero BeJIM4eCTBO ellle 0YeHb MOJIOA. OTO He ero BUHa B TOM, YTO OH HeBUHOBeH. OmHAKO
3Ta XeHIIMHA He MOXeT OBITh COBETHUKOM KOPOHH: OHa Bpar!" HauuHaeT nenu Inu3abeT. boxe, oHa
He MOXKeT IIOHATh YTO FOBOPHUT, KOTla TePSeTCA.

"Bpar?" nmoBTOp4Io 4 ollapalleHo. "Ilonuc Teneps 4acTh UMIIEPUY, a 4 - IOLAAHHAs ero BeJIudecTsa.
Yeii 51 Tenepb Bpar? Bl uMeeTe B BUAY NETCKUE MEUTHI Jlegu Jau3aber?"

"910 He MeuTH!" - BOCK/IUIIAET OHA.

"¢l maxke He Ballla COTIEPHUIIA, JTeAu. {1 He 3HA0, B KAKUX OTHOIIEHUSIX BBl OBLIH C MOUM MYXKEM, U
KaKOBHI Ballty 3a0/1yKaeHus. 1 3Ha0 TOIBKO, YTO TeIeph s TepIoruHs, )KeHa repuora Kaiipa. Ero
BEJINYECTBO IIPUKAa3aJl MHE BEIUTU 3aMyXK 3a I'epliora, ¥ s 6€CIIPeKOCIOBHO BHITIONIHSIO 3TO
TpeboBaHue".

4 xpuBmio TyOHl B TyKaBOH YIIbIOKE, B TO BpeMs KakK JIUIO ey dnu3abeT KpaCHEeeT OT THEBA.

“TrI mpocTO BegbMa C ora!" - Kpuuut oHa. "Kakoe IIpaBO UMeeT TaKasd HeyJauyHulla, Kak ThI,
HaXOIUThCSI PAIOM C repiorom?”.

910 60JILHO, HO S HEe Hal0 UM 3aMeTUTh. 1 B3[bIXal0, CKPELIUBAI0 PYKH U XKAOY, II0Ka [eBYIIKa
ycnokouTcs. OHa JomkHa OBITH caMa co00M, Korfa s 0TBedalo Ha ee IIPOBOKAIIHIO.

"4 npourpana BOUHY", - npu3Hato A. "Ho s nmpaBusia KOPOJIEBCTBOM BOCEMHaALATH JIeT".

9TO He COBCEM TOYHO. {1 MpaBuUJjIa LIECTh JIET C TIOJTHOM BIACThi0. PaHbIe MHE IIOMOTAIN MOU
OTIEeKYHHI. B mepBhIl pa3, Koraa s IeHCTBUTEIBHO Cejla Ha TPOH, MHe OBIJIO TPU T'ofia, U 5 IIPOCTO
IoJiKHa ObITa OCTABAThCS TaM M CMOTPETH Ha JII0fiel, KOTOPHIE MPUXOIUIIN IOITPHUBETCTBOBATh MEHS.
KaxeTcsi, IPpUXOOUI ¥ KTO-TO U3 DTUPO, HO s OBINIA CIMIIKOM Maja, YTOOBl 3alIOMHUTD.

"Yro ke THI cHenana? Pacmopsizkanach JI Thl COOEPKUMEIM CBOETO KoIenabKa? 3ab0THUIach U TH O
MaJleHbKOM XKHMBOTHOM WITM IIBETKE, €CJIU HE 0 IIeJIoM Hapome?".

Ona ypoHMIa 4eICTh U YCTaBUIaCh Ha MeHs, Kak Ha npuBuaeHue. OHa He MOrJjia IOBEPUTh, YTO
TakKol 6eCCTBIOHBEINA YeI0BEK MOXKET CYIIeCTBOBATh.

Tem He MeHee, OHa YZKe IIPUTOTOBUJIACh K KOHTPATAKe.

"Uto OBl 1 HU CHeNajla B CBOeH XKU3HHU, S He CTajla IPUYUHOMN MTafieHus ropoaa. TH yxke
II03HAKOMMJIaCh ¢ pabaMu, KOTOPHIX IIpUCIiaja HaM B KaueCTBe IpefiokeHns Mupa? OOuH U3 HUX
paboTaeT B Halllel pe3ufgeHInN. He CIpoCUTh 1 MHE €ro, 4YTO OH IyMaeT O CBoeil OBIBIIEN
Kopoiese?"

" yxke 3Haw oTBeT", - IIENYYy 4.

910 OBlNa YacTh 00yUeHuUsT MOJIOMBIX JIIOJei: UM CKa3aJid CKPhIBaTh, YTO OHU NOOPOBOJIBII, U
IIPU3HABATHCS B CBOEM HEHABUCTH K 9TOM KOPOJIeBe, Koraa Obl UX HU CIPOCHIIH. DTO OBLT TPIOK IJIS
BBIXKMBAHMS, KOTOPBIMA He MOIKeH OblT HUKOTO OeCIIOKOUTE, IIOCKOJIBKY 5T cCOOMpanach yMepeTh,
Ipexje 4eM CTOIKHYCh C HUMH.

OpHako 6YI[YT JI OHX HEHAaBUOETH MEHM IM0-HAaCTOAIIeMYy, €CJIN Y3HAIOT, 9TO S BBIXKHIIA?



"Brl DOMXKHB 130aBUTh HAC OT MPOOJIEM ¥ IIOKOHYMUTE C COOO0M, TTOKa eCTh BpeMsi. OTO OymeT MeHee
60JIe3HEHHO, U Ballle IOCTOMHCTBO OCTAHETCSI HETPOHYTHIM", - 3aKOHYHUJIA JIEOH.

Mou Tyﬁbl OPO2KAT OT XKeJlaHUsA 9YTO-TO CKa3dTh, B TO BPEMSA KdK IIPHHIIECCA BCTAaE€T CO CBOETO MeCTa.
A CKIoHSAI0 TOJIOBY U 3a1€P2XKHNBAI0 ObIXdHUE, cOuTas c TOJIKY.

qa IIJIaHWPOBAJIA BRITJIAOETH 2KAJIKO X BBI3BATH MaTepI/IHCKI/Iﬂ WHCTHHKT 3TUX CTAPYIIEK. OI[HaKO g He
AyMajla, 4TO MOA HEeBECTKa IIPHUIOET B TAaKYIO APOCTE.

"KeM ThI ce0s1 BO30MHUIIA, YTOOBI TaK TOBOPUTH?" - KDUUUT OHA, KPUBS CBOM MaJIeHbKUU POT B
3106HO0M rpuMace. "THl fyMaellb, YTO y Tebs eCTh IPaBO pellaTh XKU3Hb TePUOTUHU?".

"Mapcusi, 4TO IPOUCXOOUT?" BMeIIUBaeTCs rojIoc AjleKcaHapa.

A nogHUMaio TOJIOBY ¥ CMOTPIO B €T0 CTOPOHY. B HECKONIBKUX MeTpaX OT HaC CTOHUT JIOIIadb, U A
YOUBJIIAIOCE, KdK MBI HE 3aMETHIIU, KOT'Id OHA ITOABUJIACH. Jlowmaay - HOBOJILHO IOYMHBIE 2KHBOTHEIE.

4 BCcTalo co CBOero MecTa U UAY K HeMy. OTO OBIJI0O YePTOBCKY BOBPEMS.
"M&1 06cyKnany TBoM Opak”, - MoKUMaeT IjiedyaMy IIpUHIecca.
"A uTO TyT 00CyXmaTh? f mymar, Bce yxe roToBO".

"4 roBOpIO He 0 LIEPEMOHUY, a 0 IIprUKa3e uMieparopa. HeKOTopele U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX 30eCh JaM
CUMTAIOT, YTO BbI HEIOCTOMHEI TePIIOTUHU".

AneKcaan IIPOTATUBAET MHE PYKY U II€PEIIIETAE€T Halllhd IIaJIbITEL. On mejyeT TRINIbHYIO CTOPOHY
Moen PYKH, Iridand Ha MEHA CUAIOIIUMU I''Ta3aMu.

"4 cornaceH", - IPOU3HOCUT OH, a 3aTeM CHOBA LIEJIyeT MOIO PYKY.
Heyxenu oH [omXKeH ObITh TAKUM HaBSI3YMBEIM? JTO HEJIOBKO, KOTZIa BCE 9TH I'Jla3a CIEeNsT 3a HaMHU.
9TO s IIONPOCHUJIA, HO 5 NIePEOlieHNIIa CBOU BO3MOXKHOCTH.

"Ho 51 paboraio Hap atuM. Korma-Hubyas s cpaBHIOCH C MOeM [OpOToy xKeHoH", - BockiuuaeT oH. "Kak
IoXKUBaeTe, gaMbl?"

"Bl opuH, repuor Kaiip?" cripamuBaeT repuoruss [IpumM, riasans Ha CIUHY replora B IOKUCKax
COOCTBEHHOTO MyXa.

"[Ipyrue rocmnoma Bce elle 3aHATHL. f He MOTr 0CTaBaThCs HOJIBbIIE, He [IOBUAB CBOIO XKEHY, II03TOMY
IIPUILESI CIoia paHbIIe".

Jlemu Onmu3abeT BHE3AMMHO CMOJIKIIA. 51 TOXKe, HO 110 APYToii npuyuHe. B3rsm, KoTophlil oHa 6pocaeT
Ha MeHs, Tak 3a0aBeH. OHa Obl yOula MEHSI Ha MecCTe, eCjii OBl TOJTbKO MOTJIa.

"O, boxe! Bel e1ie MOJIOIbI, JOPOrOM replor”, - MPOJoJIXKaeT TepLoruHd. "Y Bac eCTh BCe BpeEMS B
3TOM MUpe, YTOOH MOOBITE CO CBOEH KeHOou".

"V MeHs OBITH HEKOTOPHIE 0013aTeIbCTBA B TeYEHME ITOCIeNHUX Hefelb. {1 He MOT BUIeTh MO0
TePIIOTUHIO TaK YacTo, KaK X0Ten", - 3asBNsIeT OH u uneT Buepen. OH maxe He BITJISHYI Ha JTequ
dnu3abeT, IPOXOsT MUMO Hee.



HpI/IHuecca BO3BpaAIlaeTCsAa K CBOEMY KPeECJIy U CaJUTCA, KaK HA B YEM HE OnIBajio. MecTo pdaooMm C
Hel YZXKe 3aHATO OJIHOU U3 ee IIoOopyr. Onu PadoCTHO 00ITA0T HEU3BECTHO O YEM.

"Bam cnefmoBaio Obl COCPENOTOYUTLCA Ha 0XOTe, Ballla CBETIIOCTh", - foOaBisieT rpaduHs COOKY.
"Bameit xxeHe IOHpaBusIcs Obl IPU3 3TOr0 roga’.

"Brl mymaeTe, reproruas [Ipum?" - mpobopmMoTan OH, €fiBa B3T/IIHYB Ha MeHs. "Moel keHe JOBOJIbHO
TPYAHO YroOouTh. 51 yXKe He 3Hal0, YTO U MpoOOoBaTh".

"BEI IPOCTO [OJIXKHEL UCKPEHHE [T0Ka3aTh CBOU YYBCTBa, U OHA ITOMMeT".
Onu roBopsT 060 MHE Tak, CJIOBHO S HaX0XKYCh Ha IPYTOM KOHIle UMIIEPUH, a He TIOf pyKOU repiiora.

"¢ mpuBe3 moMoi Habop OPUIIMAHTOB U3 CaMOT0 9KCKITIO3MBHOT'O Mara3uHa CTOJIMIIEI, HO MOS
TEepPLOTUHS UX He Hafena", - B3[bIXaeT OH.

9T0 UMEHHO TO, Yero 5 XxoTesa u3bexkaTh. [loueMy AneKcaHIp BEICTaBISET Haloka3 00raTCTBO?
Pa3Be MBI HE JOTOBOPUIIKMCH AEMOHCTPUPOBATh IPUBSI3aHHOCTD, @ HE 9KOHOMUYECKUe caenku? Kyma
BIPYT IOAEBAINCh MOU TPYABI? Bce, 4TO ycrmoKauBaio U pafoBaro... IPeBpaTuaoCch B HAUTO!

"¢l moTOpOMMI peMeciieHHUKA C BHITIOJTHEHHEM 3aKa3a, YTOOR OH OBIJI TOTOB K CETOTHSIIHEMY OHIO", -
IIPOJOJIKAeT TepIior, KaK O6yATO KOro-TO MOTYT HHTEPECOBATh €T0 MPUKIIIoYeHHs. "3a TP OHS S
IBazKIbl XOOUJ B Mara3uH, ¥ BCe IJIsT TOr0, YTOOBI MOSI TE€PI[OTHHS MOTJIa HOCUTh YHCTEHUIIUN U3
OpWIITHAHTOB... A OHa He 3axoTrena!"

¢ 6pocaro Ha HETO CapKAaCTHYECKH B3I M 3aMeval0 TO, YTO He CYMTajla BO3MOKHBIM.
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