[Toka oH m1es, ATa3 3aMeTHII, 4YT0 He0O CTAHOBUTCS BCE TEMHEE U TEMHeEe, KaK OyATO HaCTyIaeT
HOYb, HO OH He ITOMHUJI, YTOOHI IIe/I TaK Joaro. Mi3manu oH yBUAE MajleHbKUM, CTaphIi, TEMHBIH
nepeBsHHBIN oM. Ha nBepu OBl KaKue-TO CTPAHHBIE Y30phl, CTPAHHO 0OJIbIINe Oyt 0OBIYHOM
nBepu. BoKpyr 3Toro MecTa OBIIO ITOJTHO IEPEBLEB C MaJIeHbKUMU CHMBOJIAMHU, CIeJIaHHBIMU U3
CTaphIX BETBEH, CBUCAIOIINX C BETBEH.

[Momo¥inst K IBepu, OH 3aMETHJI, UTO OHA OCTajaCh IPUOTKPHITON. KOT 3arisiHy B ITe/ib, HO HEe YBUMOE
BHYTPHU HU OTHOT'O JKMBOTO CYIIIECTBA. ATa3 PEIInsl PUCKHYTh BOUTHU B IOM, TUXO IIPUCITYLIHBASICh K
m060My IIyMy, KOTOPHIE MOT OB TPEACTABSATh IJIST HETO KaKyo-mubo omacHocTh. CTpAHHO, HO OH
YYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE B 3TOM MecTe. EMy yIamochk MOYyBCTBOBATh, YTO B 3TOM Cpefie eCTh
Marusi, H0 3To Oblza He MPOCTO Marus. - YepHast Marus? OHa 37eCh KUIIUT... HO I0YEMY 5 YYBCTBYIO
ce0s1 TAKMM CHUJIbHBIM?"

OH MoYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK KPOBb OEKHUT 10 €T0 BeHaM, ¥ IIOHSJI, YTO HayaJl IOTJIONIaTh YaCTh 3TOH
sHepruu. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO 3TO OBLIO IIOYTH HUYTO, OH Havasl OIIyIIaTh, KaK YTO-TO BXOIUT B €TI0
TeJI0, HaYKWHas C PYK U HOT, IOCTUTas cepplia, KoTopoe OUIoch Bce OGhICTpee u OBICTpee.

BHyTpH 0H 00HApPYKUJT MHOXKECTBO ITOJIOK C KHUTaMH, QJIATH CO CTPAaHHBIMU XKUAKOCTSIMU U fake
HECKOJIbKO YEpeTioB, pa30poCaHHbIX 110 BCEMY ITOMEIIEHUI0, HO, II0-BUAUMOMY, TOJIBKO OIS
yKpaleHus. MecTo ObIIO OYEHb MBIIBHEIM, C TTAYTHHOM, a BCE BOKPYT OBIJIO TaK 3aKPHITO U
3aHaBeIIeHO, YTO CBET ITOYTH He IoIaial BHYTPb TOMEIIeHHUS.

B nieHTpe CTOs CTOM CO CBe4aMH - eIUHCTBEHHOE SIPKOe MISITHO B 9TOM MeCTe. 3a CTOJIOM
HETIOABUKHO CHOesa XeHuuHa. Ha Bup et Ob1710 0K0y10 60 51eT, ¢ 6eIBIMU U IIMHHBEIMUA BOJIOCAMH.
Ha xeHiuHe OblyIa CTpaHHAS OfleXXOa, COe/laHHas U3 KOMOMHAIIMY Pa3HbIX TKaHEeU, HallOJIOBUHY
TIOPBAHHLIX ¥ TPsI3HbIX. OHa OBIJIa MaeHbKOM U OYeHb XYIOOM.

Arta3 Havan npubnauKaThCsA K game. [lepeq CTONIOM, 3a KOTOPBIM CHfIeNla CTapyXa, CTOSI MaJleHbKUN
cTyn. YepHas KOIIIKa BCKOYHIIA Ha CTYJ ¥ OKa3asach JIUIOM K JIUIY C XKEHIIUHOM, KOTOpast, Cys 1o
Xpary, JOHOCHUBIIIEMYCSI U3 €e HOCa, SIBHO cIasia. Ha cTone Gblid KaKue-TO CTPAHHO HallapallaHHEIE
OYKBBI ¥ KAKHe-TO MaJleHbKHUe IIapUKK B CTaKaHe B YTy CTOJIA, KOTOPHIE, TO-BUIUMOMY, OBITH
r7a3aMy, He HeCYIIUMHU HU I[BeTa, HU XKu3HU. OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha ITajibllaX Y Hee MHOT'O KOJIell.; eé
HOTTH OBIJTM OYEeHb IJIMHHEIE, U, IOKA OHA CITajia, aJIbLbl ee CYIOPOKHO CXKUMAJIUCh, CIIOBHO
IBITASICh YKa3aTh KaKOe-TO OIpefesieHHOe HallpaBJieHue.

ATa3 ¢ mo60IEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEIN B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky/[a, Ka3aloCh, YKa3bIBAJIU €€ TablLbl, ¥ TaM, B
IIEHTPE OTPOMHOTO ¥ BEICOKOT'O0 CTApOT0 KHMIKHOTO IKada, yBUmeN O0IbINy0 KHUTY C HAIHUCIMH,
KOTOpBIE OH HE OYEHb XOPOIIIO YWTAJ U3-3a ITEUIH, U CO CBETSIIIUMCS CHMBOJIOM IIOCEPeNrHEe, KOTOPHIH
IPUBIIEK OOJBINYI0 YaCTh €ro BHUMaHus. OH Me[IJIEHHO IIOABEJ CBOE MaJIeHbKOe TeJo K moyike. OH
OBITT BHICOKMM U CTPOMHBIM; ATa3 He MOT ITPOCTO IPUTSHYTh KHUTY K ce6e, ODHAKO OH 3aMeTHIT KOe-
YTO: TI0JIKa Obly1a He MOJTHOCTHIO 3aMOJTHEeHa, T03TOMY OH MOT ITPOKPACTLCS Yepe3 MyCThHEe MECTa,
KOTOPHIE OBITM MEXKIy KHUTAMHU.

OH Bce ellle He 0OYEeHb XOPOIIIO Biafesl CBOUMH JlallaMi, HO CYUTAJI, YTO Y3Ke MOXKET JOMPHITHYTh [0
aTo¥ Touku. OH MoAoIIeN K KHUKHOMY IKady, pa3Msii IepefHue Jamkl ¥ IPHrHy1. HecMoTps Ha To,
YTO OH C TPYHOM [IepKaJiCcs 3a CTaphle IOCKM KHUKHOTO IKada, ATa3 mobpasics 0o MOoIKKU HUXKe
HY2KHOM U Havasl npobupaThCcsa 4epe3 KHUTH U OYTHIJIKK, KOTOPHIE OBIIM pacCTaBIeHH Ha Hel.

OH momnoxun o0e janbl Ha BePXHIOIO IIOJIKY U TOJIKHYJ CBOE MaJIeHbKOe TeJlo, faBasi BO3MOKHOCTh
TIOMHSTHLCS ellle Ha OOUH MposeT. M3mameka OH MOT BUAETh HEOOJIBIIIOE CBEUEHKE, KOTOPOE
IIPOU3BOOUI CUMBOJI. 3aTE€M OH HayaJl IBUTATh CBOMM MaJIeHbKUM TEJIOM, TIPOCOBLIBAS €T0 Yepes
OYTBITIKY ¥ YKPAIeHUs, KOTOPBIe OBIJI Ha MOJIKE.



Haxkonelr ATa3 oka3sarscs nepeq KHUrou. [Iposens mamo# mo 00710kKe, OH CMOT ITpo4YuTaTh "Atra
Pestis Servus". IToTpaTUB CTOJIBKO JIET Ha U3yYeHUE PYH ¥ MEPTBHIX S3HIKOB, JTATHIHb ObINIa TIOYTH €T0
POIHEIM SI3BIKOM, ITI03TOMY OH IIpPOoYuTas 00510kKy, ObTh "Pabom YepHoit CMepTu". ATas Ha CEKyHIY
3aMoJ14ajl, CMyIIeHHO JyMasi O TOM, YTO TOJIbKO YTO IIPOYMUTalI, ¥ BCIIOMHUHAS, YTO, BOUIS B JOM
CTapyx#, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMYIO [JI €70 Maruy S5HEPruio.

[Tpexke 4eM OH yCIIeNl OTKPHITh KHUTY, OH, C €T0 HOBBIM YyBCTBOM KOIIKH, ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO YTO-TO
He Tak. UYTo-To Ha0II0ano 3a HUM, HO OH YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3TO HE OJIHO, @ HECKOIbK0. OH ITOBEPHY T
T'OJIOBY K CTApyXe U IOHSII, YTO ee Gornblie HEeT. MHCTUHKTHBHO OH BEICTABUJI KOI'TH ¥ OCMOTPEIT BCE
YTJIbI KOMHATHI, 110 CIIMHE Y Hero mof6exasnyd MypallKy, HO aXke C KOIIaYbUMHU YyBCTBAMHU OH HUYET0
He yBupesn. OH CIIbIIIAJ BCe CKPUIIEL ¥ CTOHBI, KOTOPBIE U3[aBajl 3TOT CTaphIi T0M, HO B TOT MOMEHT
He OBIJIO CIIBIIIHO Jazke IOTPEeCKUBAHUS 3allJIECHEBEJIOT0 epeBa, TOJIbKO TUIIHHA.

Atas 3aMeTusI MaJIeHbKYI0 CTPYUKY AbIMa, IIOOHUMAIOIIYI0CA OT Iojla. EMy Ka3asoch, 4YTO B 9TOM HET
HUKAKOTO CMBICJIA, IIOTOMY YTO B floMe He ObIII0 KaMUHA, a I0J1, TI0X0XKe, COCTOsT U3 rps3u. OH
yCIbIIIaN TUXUHM, IOUYTH HEYJIOBUMEIH IIyM, TOHOCUBIIKNCS U3-3a ABEPH, ¥ KOTa OH OBICTPO
IIOBEPHYJI CBOU MaJieHbKME T'JIa3KU B Ty CTOPOHY, IBEPh PE3KO0 3aXJIONHYJIAch, OTYETO C KPHILIK foMa
IIOCHITIaIach IbIJb.

CTpaHHBIE YepHbIE TEHU Ha4alld MOSIBIIATHCS U3 OYTHUIOK U SIIMKOB, KOTOPhIE XPAaHUIKUCh B IOME.
OHY 3aIO0IOHUIM [IOM, U BCe MOTPY3UIOCh BO ThMY. ATa3 efiBa MOT BUETh Jaxke COOCTBEHHEIE JIAIIH.
[Tocpenyu TEMHOTEHI ITepef HUM Haydall BHIPUCOBEIBATHCS CUIYAT. DTO OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha GUTypy TOU
CTapyxu, KOTOpasi cuiesa 3a CTOJIOM, Korfa oH Boesl. Ee cnuHa 6onblile He crubanach, a BOJIOCH He
CTOSNIM [BIOOM; CiMHa OBUTa MPSMOM, ¥ Ka3alIoCh, YTO BOJIOCH CTaM 00JIee TTIagKUMHU, YeM JOJIKHEL
Obtu OBITH. ['T1a3a y Hee ObIM Gerble U MyCTHIe, KaK y CJIEIoH, a B pyKe OHa JepKajla MaJleHbKoe
OrnecTsiiee oxepesbe.

MepnnenHo npubnuKasach, CTapyxa Hadanla CMesIThCSl, TPOMKUM, IPOH3UTENIbHBIM CMEXOM, KOTOPBIT
naxke 0ECIIOKOHUJI eT0 MaJleHbKHE YIIU. - 3HAUUT, 3MECH THl UIEIIb OTBETHI? TH X04elllb 3HATh, KTO
THI?

Ee romnoc OblT XpUIIIEIM, KaK OyATo ero myonupoBanu. CTapyxa YTO-TO AepxKajla B pyKaX, HO ATa3
maxke He 3aMETHJT 3TOT0; OH MOT TOJIBKO [IyMaTh O TOM, Kak y6exarts. - nu, BepHee, - MpomoIKaia
OHQ, - KEM THI CTaJ?

-Kem s cran? - pacTepsiHHO ciipocuit ce0st ATas, IOJIHOCThIO IIEPEeKIII0UXB BHUMaHUe Ha CTapyXy.
- I'psi3ubit 1 cnabbiit 4epBsik. OYeBUAHO, OHM OIIKMOAINCh Hac4yeT Te0s."

2KeHIIMHA OCTaHOBUIACh U HECKOJIBKO CEeKyHI CTOAJ1a, XOJIOOHO YJ'IBI6a${CB ATaSY IIyCTBIM B3TJISAOO0M,
IIPOH3ABIINM €TI0 OO I"J'IY6I/IHBI Oy, OOHAKO OH He 6osics.

-Kakas &KasnocTs, - JKeHIIWHA TpUKaa PyKy K I'PyAH, TafoHbio K ATa3y. Ee poT pacmisics B
CTpaHHOMH yINbIOKe, a I'/la3a, 0UeBUIHO Clelble, Ka3anoch, CMOTPENX IPsIMO B mycToTy. OHa Hayasna
YTO-TO LIEINTaTh, U BOKPYT CTapyXu MOSIBUIIUCH KaKKWe-TO OTOHbKY, TI0X0XKHUE Ha SHepreTUdecKue
mapsl. ATa3 He MOT OTOPBATh OT HUX B3TJISI[A, XOTS OHU ITOYTH UTO XKIJIU €T0 Ijla3a, Yepe3 HECKOIbKO
CEKYH[ LIapkl II0JIeTe/IN B CTOPOHY ATasa.

Heponro nymas, oH no6exars K gpyroy CTOPOHe KHUXKHOTO ImKada U yCibla mo3anu ce0s 3ByK
ropsIero epesa U CBeT MUHU-B3PhIBA, KOTOPHIY BEI3BAJU IIaphl. K cYacThio, HU OOUH U3 OTOHBKOB
He TI0MaJl B KHUTY. ATa3 pPeln BepHyThCS, YTOOH 3a0paTh KHUTY ¥ BHIOPATLCS OTTYAQ; €My HYXKHO
OBLIO y3HATh, KaK paboTaeT ero Marus, ¥ OH 3HaJI, YTO B 9TOM KHUTE MOXKeT OBITh XOTh HEMHOTO
nH(MOPMALUY T0Je3HOM OJ1 HeTo.



OH MOHSIJI, YTO XKEHIIMHA 3aMeHsJIa CBOI0 MaHy, TaK KakK BUIEJI, YTO MarudyeckKue Iapsl Majio-
IIOMaJTy Pociy. ATa3 BOCIIOIb30BAJICS CaydyaeM, 4TOOH mogdexkaTh K KHUTE, YBOPAYUBASICh OT BCEX
KYBIIIMHOB ¥ TOPIIKOB Iepe[] HUM, U KOTHa OH Jo0pasicst 10 KHUTH, eT0 BHE3AITHO OCEHUIO0, YTO OHA
OblyTa OTPOMHOM. ATa3 IOHSTHUS He UMeJI, KaK OH COOMPaeTCs 3TO COEeJaTh, IO9TOMY OH HOJIKEH OB
OCTAHOBHUTB CTAPYXY, HO ¥ HET'O He OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO CHUJ [yt 9TOr0. OH TOJKHYI KHUTY CBOUM
MaJIEHbKUM TEJIOM Ha IT0JI, U3[1aB TPOMKHUM 3BYK, ¥ C 9TUM CTapyXa 3aKphija CBOO YIBIOKY U Jaxe C
TeM 0e3XKM3HEeHHBIM B3TJISIIOM, KOTOPHIM OHa Opocuia, OHa ITOCMOTpesIa MIPsSMo Ha ATasa.

Crapyxa LIMPOKO PacKphIia rj1a3a, U 0XKepesbe 3aCUsiyo gpye. JHepreTUYecKre Mapkl CTapyxu
YBETUYHBAIKCh B Pa3Mepax ¥ HaYMHAJIA PAcTH Bce Oosblie 1 0osbine. ATa3 mobexkasl, OCTaBUB KHUTY
1I03a¥, ¥ OCTAaHOBUJICS Tepel MaJIeHbKUM 3epKajioM Ha 1ojy. [Ipexkae yeM OrHeHHBIE HIaphl
yIapuiu ero, B 3epkajie OH CMOT YBUIETh OTPakeHWe CTapyXu I03aau Hero 6e3 cBeTa OT I1apoB,
MeIIaUMX eMy, U OH IIOHSJ, YTO B OMHOM M3 PYK CTapyXd OHa HepiKaja 0xkKepesbe, KOTOpoe
MCIyCKaso HeOOobIoe 3eyeHoe cBeueHre. OH MOHSI, YTO CTapyXa He Biajesia Maruel, OHa TOJIBKO
3HaJla, KaK YIPaBJIsaTh IPpeagMeTaMHy C TOMOIIBI0 Maruy, MO3TOMY ATa3y HYXKHO OBIJIO YHUYTOKHUTD
3TOT IPEeOMEeT, YTOOBI BBIUTH JKUBEIM,

nu TYT OH BCIIOMHHMJI O OBIME, IIOJHUMAaBIIEMCSA MEXIOY CTAaPhIMU OEPEBAHHBIMHU JOCKAMMU II0JIA...
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