W3 rpo6a ucxomuia cTpaHHas yayliaionias aypa. [laxke TpocTo GBITh PSIIOM C HUM OBITIO TOBOJIBHO
cnoxHo. HekoTopoe BpeMsi BOI[apyuiach MEPTBas TUIIKMHA. Yepe3 mapy MUHYT DHTOHM CKa3ai:

«TonpKo 5 3Hat0 00 3TOM KOMHaTe, U g He 3Hal0, YTO HaXOOUTCS B 3TOM 4epHOM I'poly, HO, CyAs 10
UCXOAIEN OT HETO aype, TaM eCTh UTO-TO HeBeposATHOe. YTo 0wl 3TO HU ObLII0, 9TO TBOE. Ecu ThI
XO4Yelllb COBUHYTH KPHIIIKY, 1 MOTY 3TO cHenath. " [Iocne aTtux cnoB oH nocMoTpen Ha Ctpoda,
0Xupas ero peleHusl.

I'nspst Ha 4epHbIH rpod mepen co6oi, CTpod CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:
«Her, g coemaro 3TO cam».

Cka3zaB 3TO0, OH Ha4as MeMJIeHHO MpubInKaThcsa K rpo0y. Kaxasii mar cTaHOBUIICS BCe TpyOHEE, U
IaBJeHNEe CTAHOBUIIOCH BCe CuibHee. [Tocmequuil mar, Ka3aaoch, IJIUIICS BEYHO, KaK OyOTO OH ILIes
10 OHY OKeaHa. M B TOT MoMeHT, Korfia CTpod cobupascs IPUKOCHYThLCS K KPHIIIKe rpo0a,
IIPOM30IIII0 HEYTO HEeOObSICHUMOE.

Best monmypa3spyiieHHas cTapas KOMHaTa MTHOBEHHO ITOT'PY3HIach BO ThMYy. I1poxon Gbim
3a0/10KMpPOBaH KaKOU-TO Mperpayiol, I03TOMY BEIOpaThCS 0TCIOfla OblJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Ho o mobere He
MOTJI0 OBITH ¥ PEYH, IOTOMY YTO, KaK TOJIBKO Hadaja MOSIBIIAThCS ThMa, DHTOHU, Puyapn u Yapns3
TYT K€ yIajau Ha 1oj1 6e3 Co3HaHuS.

Cpa3y IIOCJIE 3TOI'0 KPHIIIKaA I"p06& oTieTelNa C TaKOW CUJIOM, YTO OHA MJIOTHO 3aCTpsila B CTEHE,
CJIOMaB €eé€ II0II0JIaM.

<Kakoro yepra! [Taxke JHTOHM OBIT HOKQYTUPOBAH U OH,C YYETOM TOTO, YTO OH OIHUM yIapOM
pa3pyIUIMII CTEHY apceHasa C TaKUM OpyXkKueM, Kak «[1oTpoiuTenb»,0H ObUT HEBEPOSITHO CUJIeH. YTO
3[leCh MMPOUCXOOUT, UTO Ha CAMOM fieJie BHyTpu? >

CTpO(l) He IMOHKUMAJI, YTO cerdac IIPOUCXOOUT U II0YEMY OH eI[I/IHCTBeHHBII;I OCTaJICA B COSHaAHHMU.

B cnepyrormyio cekyHay u3 rpo6a BEITEKIIO YepHoe, KakK 0e37Ha, MaabTo. ITO BEITJISIEIIO
noTpsicatorie. OHO ObIIO OYEeHB AJTMHHBIM, KaX[as OeTaib Oblyia MaeaabHO IMOO00OPaHHOM, ISITh
OO0IBIINX TPEYTOJIbHBIX IYTOBUI] U3 IYPIYPHEIX KPUCTAJITIOB IPKO CUSITIA Ha JIeBO# CTOPOHE . Y HEero
OBLIT CTIeTKa BRICOKUU BOPOTHHMK, a TAKXKe TPU MJIMHHHIX U OeJIbX, KaK CHera, Imosica C mpaBoi
CTOPOHHI.

llaBneHue OBLITO YK€ KOJIOCCAJIBHBIM, HO KOTr'a IMOSABUIIACh 3TO IIAJIbTO, 3TO CTAJIO IIPOCTO
HEMBICTIUMBIM. Ka3amoch, 94TO BCe XKHABOE B m000# MOMEHT MOXKET PaCIIIIMUTECA U CTaTh KPOBABBIM
IIATHOM Ha 3€MIJIe.

CTpO(l) IIPOOOIIZKaJl CTOATh, OH HE ITOHUMAJI II0UYEeMYy, X XOTA 3TO OaBJIEHNE IIPDUYUHATIO EMY
HEBEPOATHYIO 00J1b, OH OBIJI B CO3HAHMM 1, Ka3aJ0Ch, MOT 00Jiee Ui MeHee JBUTAThC.

«Mampy4uK ... KTO ... TH ...? [IoueMy THI ellle MOXKeIllb CTOSITh Ha HOTaX, TH ... IPOCToe ciiaboe
CYyIIEeCTBO ...»

BHe3amnHo K3 ayjbTo MOCIBILIAINUCE C10Ba. OHY 3By4asld HEBEPOSTHO XKYTKO, CJIOBHO IIPHUIIIIA U3
caMoro YuCTUIMIIA.

«Y MeH$ TaKXKe eCTb I1apa BOIIPOCOB, C KaKUX 3TO MOP MaTbTO HAyYUIOCh TOBOPUTL? M KTO THI
BOOOIIe TAKOH?»



Ctpod He meITaics yoexkaTh, Jaxke IMPOCTOE yaep:KaHKWe Ha HOTaX CTOUJIO €My OTPOMHBIX YCUIIHH, O
nobere He MOTJIO OBITh ¥ PeYH, OH JOJIXKEH MOIBITATLCS KAK-TO MO-APYTOMY BEIOPATHCS U3 3TOM
CUTYaIIUH.

«IToueMy, pa3Be s He MOT'Yy TOBOPUTH? ThHI HE TOJIBKO c/1ab, HO ¥ HEMHOTO TJIYII ...»
CmnoBa Ctpoda mokasanuch eMy HEBEPOSTHO TIYIILIMHU.

«Torga 4To THI 3[eCh [ielaelllb ¥ YTO COOMPAEIILCS OelaTh Jajibiie?»

Ckpunnys 3y6amu, MenjieHHO npousHec Ctpod.

«f He 3HaW ... [lyMaro, f CIULIKOM HOIro crai ... CKkaXxu MHe, MaJlb4yUK ... Te sI».

«IIpsiMO ceriyac MBI HaXOOUMCS B MIOA3€MHOM apCeHalne oTaenenus [Ipu3padyHon accouanuy B
ropone Cepebpsiabix KpbinibeB. B omHOM 13 rOpomoB uMIiepuu niofeii». CTpod OTBETHII Cpa3y,
CUTYyalus Ka3ajach Bce 00jiee CTPAHHOM.

«JTtopu ... miony ... 91 He 3Hat0 Takoii packl. KTo BeI?» CiioBa manbTo B30YOOpaXKUId CO3HAHNE
Ctpoda.

<He 3HaeT, KT0 Takue moau? YTo, 4epT BO3bMHU, 30€Ch MPOUCXOAUT? UTO 3TO 3a 6€3yMHOE ManbTo..>
B ronose Ctpocda KpyTuiaoch MHOTO MbIc/iel. Kak HY CTpaHHO, HO OH COBEPIIEHHO 3a0kIy 0
JieXXaBIlled mepen HUM MajibTO U MUHYT AECSATh CTOSI MOTPYXKEHHBIM B CBOM MBICIU. Kasamocs,
najabTo He Oecrmokousio To, uTo CTpod Momyan MUHYT fecsiTh. OH IPOCTO MOJTYas ¥ XKAasl CJIOB
MaJibu¥Ka KaKOU-TO HEMOHATHOU Packl.

«4l He 3HAaI, KakK O6"b${CHI/ITB, KTO TaKue JII0OHU, HO MO2KHO IIPOCTO CKa3dThb, YTO MEI 2KMBLEIE CYIIIECTBaQ,
KOTOPEIE MOTYT OyMaTh, TOBOPUTE U YTO-TO CO30aBaTh». OcTaBuB CBOM MEICIIH, CTpO(b OTBETHUII.

"Yto0 ... HAcUerT ... youiicTaa ...?"

OTH TPH CJI0BA 3BY4Yasid HEBEPOSTHO XKyTKO. Korma o ux ycmeimar, cepame Ctpoda cxkanock. Kak
6yaTo caMa CMEPTh CXBaTHJIA €TO.

«4 OBl CKa3aJ, YTo JII0OY - CaMble 0€3Kal0CTHEIE U KEeCTOKUE YOUNITEI».
«AA-XA-XA-XA-XA-XA. Hy ... Hy ... Torga BH He Oecronie3Hasi paca».
BrIyi0 HEMOHATHO MOYEMy, HO U3 IaJIbTO BEIPBAJICA KYTKUU CMEX.

«41 He TOHMMAIO ... 3TOT YEeJIOBEK B IECATH Pa3 CHJIbHee Te0s ... HO II0UeMy OH yIiaJl, a Tkl He IIPOCTO B
CO3HAHWM, a CTOMIIE IPSIMO Ha HOTAX ¥ [laXKe MOXKEeIIh IIOTOBOPUTL CO MHOM ... Thl HEMHOTO
CTPAHHBIH ... ". [IoKa OH TOBOPUII, ONWH U3 OeJIkIX I0SICOB YKa3kIBal Ha DHTOHM. YBUOEB 3T0, CTpod
yOenuics, 4YTo 3TO MaJbTO MOXKET He TOJIbKO pa3roBapuBaTh, HO U 00/1alaTh COOCTBEHHEIM
CO3HaHWEM U UMieaJibHO OPHEHTUPOBATLCS B TPOCTPAHCTBE.

"Tak KTO ThI?"
Bapoxnys, cupocun Ctpod.

«Masb4uK, Tl BHITJISOUIIL 0COOEHHEIM CYIIIECTBOM B CBOEM TaK Ha3biBaeMoM pace« Jlomgu . A
YYBCTBYIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B TBOEM Tejie ... Ho, K MoeMy yIUBIIEHHIO ... 9TO He M3-3a TOTO, YTO ThI
MOXKEIIIb CTOSITh TIePefo MHOM. .. B Tebe eCTh YTO-TO YHUKAJIBHOE ... OTH TPOe MYKUYMH 1103aau Tebs



OOBIYHBIE XYKH, HO THI ... »CKa3zaB 3To, MaJIbTO CJIETKa paCkKa4dyuBajlO pEMHH, OTYET0 Ka3aJIoCh, 4YTO
9TO KHBO€ CYIIeCTBO, a HE KdK0e-TO 00BEKT C pPa3yMoMm.

<LIepT, OH ellle Pa3 He OTBETHUJI, KTO OH. JlagHO, cefiyac 9TO He TaK BaXXHO, MHE HY2KHO ITIOOYyMAaThb O
TOM, KdK IIPOOOJIZKHUTE HaAlll HpI/IﬂTHbII;I pa3roBop.>

Ctpod mogyman HEMHOTO, 3aTEM CKa3all:

«Ecnu g ocobeHHBIN, Daxe eCliu 5 He 3aMeTHJI 3TOro B ce0e, He Thl He X0Yelllb 3aK/II0YUTh CO MHOU
coenky? " CTpod cTapascsi TOBOPUTh KaK MOXKHO YBEPEHHEE B TaKOM CUTyallUH.

«TwI MHE HWHTEPECEH ... Ho ... KaKyI0 COEJIKY Thl XOY€Illb 3aKJIIOUYUTE ... €CJIM 3TO HEYECTHO, HUYETO HE
IMOJIY4YHUTCA ...»

ITocne 3Tux CIoB CTpod)y Ka3aJIOCh, YTO JaBJIeHNE€ HEMHOT'O CHU3UJIOCh. YMEHBIIINUIIOCH, 3TO OBITI0 OIS
HEero 3HaKOM, YTO OH OBH2KETCHA B IIPDABUJIBHOM HAIIPABJIEHHUH.

«HackosbpKO s MOHUMAI0, TH CJIMIIKOM AOJITO CIIajl U faXKe He 3Haelllb, I'Ile Thl ceyac 1 KaKoB
HBIHEITHUU MUDP. Thl MOXKEIIb ITOWTU CO MHOM U YBUAETH BeCh MUP. A B3aMeH Thl IIOMOXKEIb MHE U
TIOJIeNIUIILCS CBOMMU 3HAHUSAMU. Hy, s mymalo, Thl MOXKeIllb OTIIPABUTHCS B MyTeLIeCTBUE 0€3 MEeHsI,
HO pa3Be OIUHOYeCTBO TeOs He yOuBaeT? M pa3Be THl He X0Uelllb 3HATh, T0YEMY 51 0COOeHHBIN? Ecnu
THI TTOMEIIh CO MHOM, TO THl TOYHO Oy[iellb 3HaTh OTBETHI Ha 3TU BOIIPOCHL.

Ctpod roBopusn MefyieHHO U CIIOKOWHO, CTAPasiCh YIOBUTH KaXKIoe CII0BO, YTOOL He CIIPOBOIIMPOBATh
3TO CTPaHHOE IabTo.

«ThHI TOBOPUTE O MYTELIECTBUH ... BMecTe ¢ To6OoM ... I myMaio, 4TO 3TO HEIJIOX0e IIPeAJIoKeHue ...»

IaBneHue TIOCTEIIEHHO YMeHbIanoch, ¥ CTpod MoYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO HaxKe MpoOexKaTh COTHIO METPOB
ceituac He OymeT nmpo6ieMa, Ka3anocCh, YTO IabTO COBCEM YCIIOKOUIOCh. M ThMa HEMHOTO
paccesnach, HO TeMHas IIperpaja Bce ellle 0CTaBallaCh Ha CBOEM MECTe.

«ManpyuK, Kak Te0s 30ByT? 4 BCe ellle He 3Ha...» ET0 cl0Ba yxKe He OBIJIM TaKUMU KYTKUMHU, KaK
paHbIIIe.

«Mens 30ByT Ctpod YaiiT». OH OTBETHU] Ha €T0 BOIIPOC OBICTPO U YBEPEHHO.
«Xoportro ... Tel COBCEM MaJeHbKUH, HO 3TO He MpodaeMa».

[Tocne 3TuX CIOB MMaIbTO CTala MEHSITHCS C TPEX METPOB 0 BEICOTH CTpoda. 3aTeM MIHOBEHHO
noBepHyJcs K Ctpody.

<VX THI, OH HleaJIbHO IOOXOMAUT, KakK OYATO OH OB coefnaH mom MeHs> Ctpod OB yOUBIIEH 9TOU
CITI0COOHOCTBIO.

«HTtak, Ctpod YaiuTt, MeHs 30ByT« benocHexxHas TbMa », IPUSTHO TO3HAKOMUTLCS, HaeI0Ch, Hallle
IyTellecTBre OyeT UHTEPECHBIM».

Ctpod crnerka KMBHYJ ¥, HEMHOT'0 B3[IOXHYB, CKa3aj: «3aMedaTeIbHOe UMS».
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