Mapkec BBIPOC B YOEXKIEHHUH, YTO €T0 MaTh POMHAs, ¥, K CYACThIO, OHA OblJIa C CephIMH Bojiocamu. Ho
Mapxkec ObIJT COBEPIIIEHHO He IT0X0K Ha OTIIa HY IIBETOM CepeOPUCTHIM BOJIOC, HU OTTEHKOM aJIhIX
rna3. Takoy e MpeKpaCHOM BHEIIHOCTH, KaK Y Hero, He ObI0 HU y MIMIepaTopa, HU y
HiMmiepaTpuiIlel, u 9T0 OLIIO caMOo¥ OOJIbIIION ITPOOIeMOiH.

MapKec TaKZKe IIPEeBOCXOOHUJI OTIIa II0 POCTY U TEJIOCJIOZKEHHIO, U, B OTJIINYKE OT UMIIepaTopa, He
HMEBIIIET O TaJlaHTa K (1)eXTOBaHI/IIO, OH Ha4aJl AepZXKaTb CBOM M€Y C TOTO BpeMeHH, KOr'la eIlle XOOuII B
OJETCKUX OofezKaax.

WmnepaTop, KOTOpHI OB 6e30eTHEIM O60Jiee HeCSTH JIeT MOCie XKEeHUTHOR, HaKOHEIl Havyall
TI0J03PEBATh, UTO €T0 BHE3AIHKIM IPEEMHUK He TT0X0XK Ha Hero. M BRISICHUIIOCH, UTO UMIIEPATPHIIA,
6osiBIIASICS TOTEPSATH 01arOCKJIOHHOCTh UMIIEPATOPA, TallHO IIPUBEJIA ChIHAa CBOEH CECTPHI.

— A He X049y Tebs BUOETH, TaK YTO IIPOCTO UCYE3HU C MOHUX I'JIa3.

— ... 4 moiipy u u36aBIIOCH OT OCTAaTKOB ApKamhi!

— Xopormuro! 3amevarensHo! Upnu, ybelt Bcex UX U caM TOXKE YMpH.

[TpoknsTHe, moaHOE 371008, COABUIIO €ro ropso. Korga oH man HegoCcTaTOYHOe KOJIMYeCTBO COJIAAT
IJIST BA2KHOM BOMHEI ¥ IPH3BaJl UX BEIUTH U mobenuth, MMmnepaTop Ob1 cuacTiauB. Ho korma Mapkec
BEPHYJICSI, OKPOBaBJIEHHIH, HO ¢ T06efi0M, K KOTOPOM OH CTpPeMUJICS, OTell HaKpudaJj Ha HeTo.

Mapkec mogyMalt, 4To OH [OJIKeH OblsT yOUTh BceX OBICTpEee U MpUexaTh ellle paHblile. Bo3MoxkHO
TOTZla UMIIEPATOPY He IPULLIOCH Obl THEBATHCH.

MeHee yeM qepes H9ac Imociie HpI/IGBITI/IFI B I/IMHepaTOpCKI/II;I aBopen MapKec CHOBa OBIJI TOTOB.

On IIOCMOTPEII Ha CBOM I'Jla3a B 3€PKaJl0o U CMEIJI KPOBE CO CBOEIr'O Tejla.

"9T0 ToxXKe npobnema? Mory U g n306aBUTHCS OT 3TUX KPACHHIX T'Jla3, KOTOpPhIE IIOX0XKY Ha I'Ia3a
00e3yMeBIIero OT KPOBU YymOBUIIA?"

BrIBaIOT Cly4au, KOT{ia Jazxke y HEro MOSIBIIS/INCh MyPAIIKK 110 KOXKe TP B3TJISIIE B
coOCBTeHHEbIe I'1a3a.

Mapkec Me[IeHHO BEITEP BOOY ¥ CHOBA Hafesl Byaib. EMy Ka3amoch, YTO OH Hafesl KaHOallbl Ha CBOU
PYKH ¥ HOTH, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs 4yBCTBOBaJ ce0sl HeNPUHYXKIeHHO. Ha mepBhIl B3I, OH
IPUAYMbIBaJ ONpaBAaHHUs, TakKue KakK yOUICTBO, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie UMIIepaTop 3aCTaBUJl €eT0
MCII0JTb30BaTh 9TO M3 OMACEHMUS, YTO O BHEIIIHOCTH IIPUHIIA CTAaHET U3BECTHO BCEM. [103TOMYy OH
CKPHBIBAJI CBOIOE MTPEKPACHOE JIHIIO.



HMmepaTop x0Ten, 4ToOH HacleOHbIM IPUHI MapKec yMep, cpaxkasich Ha moye 60si. Ho Mapkec He
cobupascs aToro genatb. OH OyHEeT OKPYKeH TPyMaMy U 3aJIUT KPOBBIO, I0KAa HE HACTAHET JIeHb,
KOT[ja OTel| IPU3HAeT ero.

Kaxk TOnmbKO OH cTan B3pPOCJIBEIM, €r0 BEITHAJIX Ha II0JIe 00s.

Bpems Teki0, Kak Bofa.

Yucmo CTpaH, KOTOPkI€ OHKX 3aBO€BaBAJIN, BEIPOCIIO B TeOMeTpI/I‘-IeCKOI;I IIporpeccun. MapKec
IIOTPY3HUJIICA B BOI:IHY, KaK T'OJIOOHBIN 3BEPk. EnvHCTBEHHBIN c110co0 OBITh CYACT/IMBEIM YEJIOBEKOM
— 39TO OCTAaBaThCs B HEBEJEHUHU U IIOTPY3UTLCA B TO, B 4Y€M XOPOIII. OH cyuTam, 4TO €Clik OH
IMOAHMMETCS Ha BEPINMHY MUDA U IIOCTABUT BCEX Ha KOJIEHHU, TO 3allIOJITHUT IIYCTOTY BHYTPHU cebs.

Haxkowel, KoHTHHeHTaIbHAs BOWHA, BOOOBOPOT Xaoca, MOOIIIA K KOHIIY.

B HOUYB, KOrHa oH nmobemun MMmnepuio JeoHoB — conepHuka Mmnepun I'epon — Mapxkec Hafen
OKpOBaBJIeHHYIO (hopMy U Bollesl B 3aMOK ConHila. MMnepaTop Obin 60sieH.

— Orer!

— Ilpo... BanuBawu...

B ero mpoxarmei pyke o6pa3oBanach KpoBaBas TUHUS, ¥ OH yAApHUII IIeKy Mapkeca, CHSIBIIETO
BYaJIb.

— Mep3sko! Yxkac, yxkac. He moka3ssiBail MHe 3TU ObsBOJIbCKHUE T1a3a!

Ero HUKOTrOa He pe3asy 4yxKuM MedoM. [1o upoHuu cynnObl ero Koxka Obllla YyBCTBUTENIBHOM. B 11eKy
OBl HaHEeCEeH BCEro OfIMH yaap, HO OHa Cpa3y OIyXJja.

Ho Mapkec He pacctpousics. OH HUYEro He YyBCTBOBAJ.

Pa3Be 4TO TOJBKO... TEIJIO.

[TocMOTpeB Ha XOIOOHYIO ITOCTENIb MMYCTHIM B3TIISAAOM, MapKec Me[IeHHO IIPUI0KUI ITaiel K IIeKe.
U nouyBCTBOBaJ IPUKOCHOBHUE TeIljla K CBOEMY X0JIOAHOMY Telly. MapKeC IPUKPHII CBOU IIEKH,
CIIOBHO OdEPKUMBII.

— Map, 6oneeminb?



Mapkec OTKpELI I'J1a3a.

— Het? XMM... TeMnepaTypsl HET. XOPOILO crian?

"Coamn? d?"

— Her, Tak #eT. Yero 3nuiubcsa? Y MOXKeT, TH OTIIYCTUIIL MO PYKY?

IIA! n

VimeHHO Torfla MapKec MOHSJ, YTO CXKUMaeT ee PyKy. Terso, KOTopoe OT OIIyIraj, OblJI0 TEeIIoM
KEHIITUHHI.

Mapkec HaxMypuJIcs ¥ 0OTOPOCHUI BHe3alHEle BOCTIOMUHaHus. KaxeTcs, 4To ciiabkle 9MOIUY U3
CJafKUX BOCIIOMUHAHUM MTOJIHOCTHIO HE UCUE3JIH.

BopMoqa YTO-TO IIPO cebs1, oHa IIPpUAOBHHYJA CTYII X C€Jla PSAOOM C HHUM. MapKec Ha MTHOBEHUE
3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a4, YTOORI 3a0LITE O IIpOHIJIOM, KOTOPEIE€ OH HE XOTEJI BCIIOMUHATE.

OpnHako XeHIMHA 110 uMeHu Jluaug OneTTa YXMBUIBHYIACE.

— Twl Tak ycran? { BnepBble BUXKY, KaK Thl CITUIIb.

"91 BooO1IIEe-TO HE CIITIo"

Mapkec 03alaueHHO TOCMOTPeNT Ha JIMOuio, HO 3Ta Y2KaCHO HeBeKeCTBEeHHAs XKeHIIHHA T0XJI0maa
ero II0 MJIevy, CKa3as, YTO TeIepb OH MOXKET B3APEMHYTE.

Mapkec moTepsii Jap peyd.
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