9To0 OblJTa OYeHb THXas HOYb, HOUL 0e3 €JUHOI'0 3BYKa, IT0O3TOMY IIIYM JIETKO MO2KHO OBIIIO YCIIBIIIATh
ru3ganeka. [Toxoxe, Mooy HalIU KSpOHI/IH " 3TOTr'0 KPEIIbIIIa. B To ke BpeMs 4 KOe-4TO BCIIOMHHJIA.

Oii, uyTh He 3abklna.

4 mocnerHo cripocuna:

— TrI cKa3an, 4TO 3aMaHUJI UX TyAa, He Tak nu? Thl cIydaliHO He BUMEJ, YTO CO MHOY fenana
Ksponun?

OH KUBHYII.

Kak u oxuganock, OH CHOBa CIeIUNI 3a MHOH.

4 KocHymnach 110a, 1eTOHBKO B3[MOXHYB.

TrI CTaJIKepP, HO THI JOJI2KEH 130aBUTHLCS OT ITOM IIPUBLIYKHU.

Ox, magHo, 5 MOKa 4TO He Oymy IMOTHOBAThCS IO 3TOMY IIOBOMY, TOTOMY UTO OH CIIaC MHE JXXW3Hb.
¢ mpHcTanIbHO MOCMOTPEIA Ha ero pacciaablieHHOe JTUI0 U CKa3aa:

— OTBenu MeHd B OaJIbHEINA 3aJl.

OH yOuBIeHHO TOCMOTpPETI HAa MEHS, YCIIBIIIaB HEOXKHUIaHHYIO IPOCHOY.

¢ Hayana 0OBSACHATEH TaK SCHO, KdK TOJIBKO MOTI'JId, TOPOIIJIUBO IIOIIPABJIAA IIPDUYECKY U OOEXKAOY.

— Ecnu 51 cefiyac uC4e3Hy C TOPKECTBA, TIOAX HAaYHYT YTO-TO ITOA03peBaTh. Torfa s gaxe He CMOTY
ONIPOBEPTHYTH 00BUHEHUST K3pOIuH TPOTUB MEHS.

¢ momkHa BepHYThCS B OalbHBEIN 3al KaK HU B 4eM He ObriBasio. Te, KTO TOJIBKO YTO Hales Kaponux u
MYXK4YUHY HaBepXy, eCTECTBEHHO, CO4IH O ClieHy 00MOpOKa C HUMHU, JIeKalllUMU APYT Ha ApPyTe, Kak
ynudeHue B u3MeHe. Korma oHa mpocHeTcs, To OyeT Bce OTPUIIATh U IOMBITaeTCS HalTu MeHs. Ho
YTO OHA CKaxXeT, Korjaa HaimeT MeHs B OaJIbHOM 3ae?

OHa He MOXKEeT CKa3aTh, UTO IIbITaJach MOACTABUTh MEHS, IIPUTJIACUB KAKOT0-TO MYKUMHY, YTOOH
CO37laTh BUAUMOCTh pOMaHa MeXIy HaMH, ¥ Kak OBl OHa HU CTapajlach 3TO JoKa3aTh, OHa HE MOXKET
y0emuTh BCeX, 4To 51 Oblna B Kopumgope. KaponuH OyneT BUHOBaTa BO BCEM TOM, B YeM IIHITANIach
0OBMHUTDL MEHSI.

[Tocrne 3TUX CMePTEILHBIX TTIepeKUBaHUM MoM pa3yM Ovll cnab, HO, KaK HU CTPAHHO, 5 BCe ellle



MOTJIa XJIaJHOKPOBHO PACCyXKOaTk.

— BricTpee, — moTpeboBana s.

I[TpoImenTaB CBOI MPOCHOY 51, CXKMMas MOMOJI IJIaThs, IOCMOTPeJIa B KPACHEIE,
OrecTdaLme 1I000ILITCTBOM IJ1a3a.

Hamwm B3rnsamet BCTPETUIIUCE, U ITIOCII€ HECKOJIbKUX CEKYH] MOJTYaJIUBOMN 60pb6bl OH MATKO KUBHYTI,
IIOHUMad, 4TO 4 HE COaMCA.

[Tocrne aToro, MeHee 4yeM 4yepe3 MUHHYTY, 1 B MTHOBEHINE OKa OKa3aJlaCk Ha Téppace.

Vs 1o Kopupopy, g yBUfea BXO[ B OanbHBIM 3a. f IpuBesa B IOPSIAOK IPUYECKY, IOMIpaBuia
TIOMSITYIO JIEHTY |, IPUIIOOHSB TO0JT 100KH, OBICTPO IMOKKUHYIA Teppacy. MHe HYKHO BePHYTHCS B
OanbHBIN 3aJ1, ToKa KaponuH He mpuinia B ceds.

Ax ma!

— CHayvasia BO3BpallaiiCs B MOU 3aMOK.

Y meHs OyayT 6omnbllrie HETIPUSITHOCTH, €CIIU Thl CTOJIKHENILCS ¢ K3posuH, mokKa Xkaelrs MeHs. Kak
TPeThs HaJIOXKHUIIA, HE3aBUCKUMO OT TOT0, CKOJIBKO 3J1a OHa COBEPILXIIa, OHa UMeeT IIPaBo HaKa3aTh
CJIyTy 3a HEeY4YTUBOCThb. KpoMe TOro, yYUTEIBas ee XapaKTep, OHa MOIJla 0Ka3aThCs JOCTATOYHO
OTYasIHHOM, 4TOOR yOUTHL ero. OHa U3 TeX, KTO BIlafjlaeT B KPaUHOCTH.

A He MOT'Y ITO3BOJIUTH YE€JIOBEKY, KOTOpBIIZ CIlaC M€EeH4, HOI“I/IGHYTB TaK HECIIPAaBEOJIIUBO, ITO3TOMY 51
IIpHKa3adJjla eMYy OTIIPABIIATHECA B MOU 3aMOK, YeM CJIerKa YOuBHIIA €TO0. Ho, kaxertcs, €My 3Ta upges
OY€Hb JaXKe IIOHPABUIACh. KI/IBHYB, OH CHOBA BBICKOYHUIJI C TEPPACHI, HE OT'JIAObIBASACH.

YOuBHUBIIKCE, 1 CXBATHUIACH 3a Iepuijia Teppacel U IIOCMOTpPEJIa BHUI. He ycCiejia 4 OIIOMHUTLCS, KaK
OT HEro He ocTaJiock u ciaeda. O, Ja ¢ HUM Ke HU4ero He CIIYy4YHUTCs OazKe II0CJIe TAKOT'0 IIPBIXKKA.

9710 Tax xKe 6ecronle3Ho, Kak BOJIHOBATLCA 3a XoH ['umb [JoHra.

(TmaBHBIM repoyt mopaMhbl «XoH ['unb [IoH — JlereHna 0 Y4eCTHOM BOpe»)

He 3Hal0, CKOIIBKO pa3 g 3a CerofHs yAUBIsAIachk. ber nmpu Takoi OOJBINON BIaXKHOCTU BO3yXa
BBIMOTAJl MeHs. He 3Haio0, rie OH HayumJIcs Tak OBICTPO GeraTh, HO He yMaio, YTO CMOTY K 9TOMY
IPUBLIKHYThH, laXKe UCIHLITaB I0J00HOE MHOTO pas.

¢ 6BICTPO BEPHYIACh B GAIbHEIN 3all.



KapeTta ocTaHOBHJIaCh IIPexkKfe, 4eM Cayra 0ObsIBUII O HaIlleM IPUOBITHH.

— Jlemu OpeTTa, MBI TPUOBIIH.

Bckope gBeplia KapeThbl OTKPHIIACh, U S B3siJIa CIYTY 3a PYKY, YTOOBI OCTOPOXKHO BEIUTU HAPYXKY.

— 4 YBEPEH, 9YTO BEI ObIIM COUTHI C TOJIKY 6eC1'IOpHI[KaMI/I, KOTOPEIE ITPOUIOMIJIN CETOOHAA. BawMm He
HY2KHO 0eCIIOKOUTLCS 00 9TOM, IIOTOMY 4YTO I/IMnepaTop IIpoCiieguT, yTOOBI BUHOBHUKH OBIIIH CTporo
HaKa3aHHI.

— Jla, MOHUMAIO0.

4 ynei6HyIack, Kak Oy[ATO HUUEro He CIy4unock. 3aTeM Gpocusia MOCIeNHUI B3TIsA Ha CIyTY,
IIpeXxne 4eM HelpUHYXKIeHHO BOUTH B 3aMOK JIunuii. { crapanachk He CYeTUTHCS U HE CIYIIUTh.

— Oyx.

[Tocrne ToOro, KaK s BOIIJIA B 3aMOK ¥ 3aKphljia 3a C0O0M ABEPH, IIOCIIBIIIAICS 3BYK OThe3XKalolen
KapeTsl U PXKaHUe JIoUafge, CKauyIuxX raJornoM. ToIbKO TOr/ia s CO B3OOX0M 00/IerYeHust
OTIyCTHJIACh Ha IOJI.

Moe cepptie Bce elne OEICTPO KOJIOTHIIOCh.

HeckombKO 9acoB Ha3af, MOCJie TOT0 KakK s IMOCIEIIHO MpoKpasach 00paTHO B OanbHEBIN 3a U B3sia
3aKyCKy, Kak OyaTo Oblyla TaM BCe 3TO BPpEMS, BOIIeJ phillaphb. [IOCKOIBKY OH 3alllesl JOCTaTOYHO
T'POMKO, ero OBICTPO 3aMeTunu. OH TOPOIIUBO 3aroBopu ¢ IxemnmneTto. HeT He0OX0OMMOCTH
00BSICHATH, UTO UL [IKenmneTTo mobaeqHeso mociie Toro, Kak OH ycibiman otdeT. OH cTapasncs
COXPAHSTH CIIOKOMCTBUE, HO BCE 3Ke He MOT CKPHITh BonHeHus. Korma oH ObICTPO B30Opacs Ha
TIOMOCT ¥ YTO-TO IIpolnenTan MMmepaTopy, TOT, CUAEBIINI HEIIOOBUKHO, KaK CTaTys, HEMEJIEHHO
OTHasI IpUKas.

[BopsiHe, KOTOpPHIe Haclaxganuchk 6asoM, He IIOHUMANIM, YTO IPOUCXONUT. BIIonHEe eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO
npa3gHUYHAasA aTMocdepa B 3ajie B 9TOT MOMEHT Obiyia pa3pymieHa. [laxe KOpu CuHa youBIeHHO
MOpTHYyJa.

IKenmeTTo 3a0bIT TOHU3UTD T'0JIOC, TI0O3TOMY, KaK TOJIBKO OH ITOCII€IIXUII BHU3 I10 nnaT(bopMe, BCe
YCIBIIAIK, YTO OH KPUKHYJI DEIIIAPsAM:

— [TocapuTe TpeThio HamoXHULY KoponuH Pelinu B TeMHULY IPpIMO celyac!



CoOurtnle ¢ TOJIKY apPUCTOKPATHI, YCIIBIIIAB ITPHKA3, MTHOBEHHO 3aMHTEPECOBAJIUCE.

ITocne aToro CJIyXH Pa3JIETEJINCh CJIIOBHO II0 BETPY.

Kak u OBl10 3amIaHUPOBAHO, BeYePUHKA 3aKOHYHUIACh TOJIBKO Ha paccBeTe. MmepaTop ocTaBacs
Ha MecCTe [0 CaMOTI0 KOHIIa, HO HUKTO He o0palan BHUMaHus Ha 0as. Bce ObITM 3aHSTH TEM, YTO
IIBITAJIUCH BBIICHUTD, YTO IIPOUCXOMUT, yepe3 ONIU3KUX IPY3€l, CIIyT UK CIyKaHoK MMIepaTopcKoro
nBopiia. Te, KTO yCIbIIal HOBOCTh pPaHbIlle, B3BOJIHOBAHHO PACIIPOCTPAHSIN CIIYXU O TPETheN
HaJIOXKHHUIIE.

T'oBopunu, yto Kaposnun Peiinu Gbiyia apecToBaHa 3a POMaH C APYTUM MyXK4YuHOU. EMUHCTBEHHEBIE
CBULIETENN — S U CJyTa, uc4ye3nu. [IpecTynHUKY OBUIM HalIeHH! JIeXKAlUMU OPYT Ha ApYyTe, T03TOMY
BCE [TIOBEPHIU B TO, UTO Y HUX [EeMCTBUTEIHHO ObIJI pOMaH.

HeBo3MO0KHO OBLI0 00BSCHUTD, KaK K9pouH noTepsiza co3HaHMUe U 3aCHYyJa HaefuHe ¢ He3HAKOMbBIM
MYKUYMHOHN B TAKOM T'JIyXOM YTOJIKE 3aMKa.

HecMmoTps HU Ha 4TO, 5 3Haja, YTO OHa HAMEPEHHO I103Bajla TOr0 MyK4YHHY, YTOOB IPUYUHUTH 00JTb
OPYTOX HalOXKHHUIIE.

Ho g He Morya cka3aTh IIpaBay.

Bnarouapﬂ IIOMOIIX MOETO CIIYyT'M MHE YOaJIOCh n30exaThb CMEpPTH.

Kapomnun Peiinu, ogHako, BCKope nmorubHeT. B o0MeH Ha BeyHBI MUPHEINM TOTOBOP OHA CTasla
HaJIOXKHHUIIEeH, HO U3MeHa MMrneparTopy Oblia MpsMoii yIrpo30i IPeCcToN0HACTIeNHIo |
BOCIIPMHUMAach Kak MsaTeX. TpeThs HalOXKHUIIAa — NOYbh 3HATHOM apUCTOKPATHUYECKON CEMBH.
B03M0XHO, CllyXu pa3neTsaTcs M0 BCell UMIepurd XappoH.

Ee oxumaeT mecdaTs JeT TIOPEMHOT'O 3aKJIIOYEHU .

4 moTaiumacek B CBOIO KOMHATY, BBITHPAs IIOT. Kak TonmpKO ¢ BoIlNIa B KOpHUOoD, II0 IIyTHU, U3 TEHU
II0OKAa3aJICAd YeJIOBeK, HpHCJ’IOHHBHIHfICﬂ K OBEPH.

— Haxkoser11 - TO, THI 3[0€Ch.

— Ax! — g BCKpUKHYJIa OT U3yYMJIEHUS, BEIPBaHHAS U3 CBOUX MBICIISIEN.

— KT0, KTO TaM? — HaIpPsIZKEHHO CITPOCHIIA 51, @ 3aTeM YBHUJIe/la 3HAKOMEIE Cepe6PUCTEIE BOIIOCH U
KpacHHIE T1a3a.



A, 9TO OH.

TOJIBKO TOT[a 5 BCIIOMHHUJIA, YTO BeJiejla eMy CHadajla IIOMTU B MOU 3aMOK.

Kak oH y3Hasm, 4T0 9T0 MOsI KOMHaTa? 41 OTKphI/ia ABEPD U KECTOM IIpUTTIacuiia ero BOUTH. 4 3axKria
HeOoJbIIe CBeYHr, YTOOLI OCBETUTL KOMHATY, @ 3aTeM CHSIJIa YKPAIleH!s U IOJI0XKUIIa UX Ha
TyaJIETHBIA CTOJIUK.

4 Tak ycrasna, 4To MPOCTO X04y 3aCHYTb. Ecnu Obl 51 ObliTa 37€Ch OfHA, S OBl CMBICTIA MaKUSIXK U
HEIPHYJIA IPSIMO TIOCTEJb.

— Kak Teb4 30ByT? — CIIpocuyia g CJIyTy 4epe3 3epKaJio TyaJleTHOTO CTOJIMKA, CHUMasl CEPhTH.

Ecnu IMogyMarTh, 4 JaXKe He 3HdI0 €0 UMEHH.

OH ¢ uHTEpecoM ocMaTprBasl KOMHATY HO, YCIIBIIIIaB MO I'OJIOC, CPaxy Ke ITOBEPHYJICS KO MHe.

— Mapkec.

XM, Mapkec.

ITO UM XOpOoMIO ITOAXOOUT €I0 KPACHBIM I''Ta3aM, ¥ 3BYUYHUT CIIMIIKOM dPUCTOKPATHYHO OJIA CIIYTH.

— Jlagao, Mapkec. Bombioe ciacu6o 3a cerogus. YTo X, S MOTY Ha3klBaTh Te0st Map?

— Kak noxemnaelis.

Ero nmu1io OBIIO KpacWBO, CIIOBHO TPOU3BEIeHNE UCKYCCTBA, U aXkKe I'0JI0C 3Bydasl MOTPSICAIOIIE.
OueHb HU3KUH, HO MHE XOTEJI0Ch IIPOM0JIKATh TOBOPUTH C HUM, TOTOMY YTO OH 3By4all TaK CIIafKo,
CJIOBHO Mé{... HeT, 4To ke 3T0 Takoe?! TO IOTOMY, UTO 5 yCTana?

Korpma HampsizkeHue CIajio, MO B3TJISIM BCe elle OyxKaan. 3aTeM s [MoKadasa TOJI0BOM U XJIOMHYIIa
cebd 110 IIeKaM.

0x, Kak 0O0JILHO.

Kak Tonbko s npuiina B cebs, Map, CIIOBHO pa3BjeKasich, OTJISAEN MeHs. 3aTeM 5 CHOBa IIOCMOTpelia
Ha HEro, CUOSIIET0 B KPecJe, YyBCTBYs, KakK OH Hampsrcs. OH OfeT B CBOIO YepHYI0 dhopMy 06e3
KaKUX-TH00 OTIMYUTEILHBIX 3HAKOB, KaK U PaHbIIIe.



— Map, KoMy ThI IPUHALIEKHUIITH?

HM3-3a TOTO, 4TO OH OBIIT MOMM CITACHTEJIEM, MOSI HACTOPOXKEHHOCThH CIIajia, HO s [MOJIKHa OblyTa 3HATh
XOTs1 ObI OCHOBHYIO HH(OPMAINIO 0 HEM, YTOOHI TI03BOIUTE €My HaXOOUTHLCS PSOOM.

XoTs 51 60JIbIIIEe He Ollacaaach ero, JOIXKHA JKe S 3HATh XOTh YTO-TO?

— Hukomy. { cOexan.

— Yto0?

Korpma oH pacKphUI CBOIO TaliHy, OT yOUBJIEHUS Y MEHS OKPYTJIUJIUCE I'1a3a. f XxoTesna MOIpOCUTE,
yTOOH B OyOYIIeM OH BEXKJIMBO CIIPAIIKBAJl O BUSUTE, a He TOSBISAJCS, KaK YEPT, U3 HUOTKY[a, HO...

Cbexan? OH 4TO, C yMa COIIIen?

— Tet ... TEI B cBoeM yMe? COexan? [Tlouemy?

— 4 momxeH OB CTAaTh BOEHHOIIJIEHHBIM U CITyro¥ MMmnepaTopa, HO cOexkall, IIOTOMY YTO He XOTeTl.
Tak 4TO C 9TOT0 MOMEHTA THI JOJIXKHAa II03BOJIUTh MHE OCTAThCS B TBOEM 3aMKe.

O, Moe kpoBsiHOE faBnieHue! KpoBsiHOe maBrieHue!

4 cxBaTuach 3a 1Iel0 ¥ IIOYTH CBAJIAJIACh Ha II0JI B ApaMaTUYHOM 1103e. 9TO BCe PABHO YTO IIPUBECTHU
TUTrpa B Oepnory, 4ToOsl n36exKaTh BCTPEUHU C JIUCOH!

— He Bomnnyiics. 4 cmenan Buf, 4To cOexkan U3 CTOJUILL. 1 XOPOIIIO IPSUYCh.

Map HeOpeKHO pa3Bamuics B Kpecie.OH XOTh IPEACTABISIET, YTO CEHYac CO MHOM MPOUCXOOUT?!

KoHeuHO, ¢ TOM OrpOMHOY CHUJIOM, KOTOPYIO OH IIPOJEMOHCTPHUPOBAJI paHbllle, HE TaK YK CII0KHO
c6exaTh B oMuHOYKY 13 Mimmepckoro 'opopa!

Tak Io4YeMy XKe Thkl Ha CaMOM [eJjie He cOexkas, a BMECTO 3TOTO peninna 3ajiedb Ha JTHO B MOeEM 3aMke?

— 4 cupsiuycs u 6yny ¢ ToOo#, moka MiMmepaTop He BepHETCS K CBOel TpekHeln
JKW3HU, — IPOIIenTan Map, KOTOPHIY BUMEN, KaK MOe JIUI0 MEHSIeTCS NEeCSTKU Pa3 B CEKYHAY.

4 crykHyna cebs mo 16y u rimy0oKo BIOXHYIIA.



KoneuHo, MO¥ 3aMOK — yeIUHEHHOE MeCTO, TIe 1 00BIYHO CJI0KHO BCTPETUTH flake MypaBbs. Ecnu
Obl He exXXeMeCsTUHbIe TIOCTaBKX IIPUTIACOB, 3TOT 3aMOK CYUTAJICA O 3a0polieHHbIM. [To3TOMY, ecnu
OH OCTaHETCS 3[eCh, eMy He npupeTcs 6ecrioKouThCs. M Bce XKe, KaK TOJIbKO MEHS IOMMaloT, MeHs
TYT € Ka3HAT 3a U3MeHY!

[Toxoxe, CloXeT 3TOro poMaHa, «I1o HampaBIeHNUIO K 3Be3[e», X04eT TaK WM UHaue YOUTH 3JI0[ENKY,
JInpguio OpeTTy. f IPOCTO He BUXKY OPYTUX NPUYUH AT IOSIBJIEHHUS 9TOT0 «MEPTBOTO (priara» 30€eCh.

4 Orina Tak CMyIIleHa, YTo C coXkKaJleHueM IoKadasa I'0JIOBOM.

HmnepaTop, KOTOPOTO Ha3kIBalOT KPOBABHIM Oe3yMileM, 6e33KaloCTHEIM BOMH, KOTOPOTO HUYETo He
MHTEPECyeT, KpoMe BOWHEL U s, mepexopsinas eMy JOpOTry pa3 3a Pa3oM.

YTo, ecny OHU Y3HAIOT, UTO 5 CIipsATana Oeryielia, BOEHHOIJIEHHOr0? Mos I1eJib — NMPOXKUTh
CIIOKOMHYIO U HOJTYIO KU3Hb, HO KaKOTo xpeHa?! TakuMu TeMIaMu s yMpy ellle OLICTpee, yeM
TepOVHS B OpUTUHAJIBHOU UCTOPUU!

— DTO0 HEeBO3MOXKHO. bosslioe crracu6o 3a IIOMOIIb, HO €C/TM MeHS IIOUMAaIloT. ..

— Kpowme Toro, 51 6ygy 3amuuiath Teds.

4 drIpKHYyIa B OTBET Ha Pe3Koe 3aMedaHue Mapa.

— 3anumiars?
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