YTO IPOUCXOOUT?

4 ¢ TpeBorou nepesena B3rign ¢ Kaponus Ha MyK4uHy. K9ponuH, KoTopas OTCTyIuIa Ha3af,
CTONKHYBIIKUCH C My>KUMHOM, TPOMKO paccMesiiach, YBULEB OTYasiHUE Ha MOEM JIuIle. 3aTeM OHa
CKasajla MHe IIPUSATHHIM I'0JIOCOM, IPUTBOPSSACH MUJIOH, KaK Oy[TO IbITalach YMEHBIIUTEL MO€
0eCIOKOMCTBO.

— Hawm ¢ To0Go# mpugeTcst Helnerko, eciid 9T0 3aTSHETCS ellle Ha Kakoe-To BpeMs. [aBail yIpoCcTuM
CUTYyalHIo.

Korga MY2K4YMHa IIOOOIIEI 6J'II/I}Ke, " ee CJI0Ba JOCTHUI'JIM MOHX ymefl, KO€e-4TO IIPHUINJIO MHE Ha YM.

Kak M0XKHO BBITHaTh HaJIOKHUILY, CUMBOJI MUPHOI0 foroBopa, u3 UMnepckoro 'opopma? [1omxKHO
IIPOU30UTHU UTO-TO, B UEM 3aMelllaH MyK4KnHa?

— 4 6rIcTPO pa3bepych C ITUM.

CBsI3b... MBICTTb, TIPUIIEAIIAST MHE B T'OJIOBY, yIapuiia MeHs CJIOBHO MOHUS. 2KeHIIIMHE UMITepaTopa
TPYAHO COXPAHUTD KU3Hb, €CJIU OHA BCTYIAeT B UHTUMHbIE OTHOILIEHUS C APYTUM MyK4YKHOM. Temneps
sicHO, 4yTo KaposuH neitaeTcst BHIgyMaTh, OYATO Y MeHs ObIJT POMaH C 3TUM MYXKUYMHOM.

— 4 npuseny niopeli. [To3aboThCcs 0 Helt Kak clenyeT, — cKa3aja Kaponus, codupasich yUTH.

— 91, ybupaiics!

4 OvIT paga, 4To He morubiia OoT pykKu MMmepaTopa, AymMasi, 4TO IIepBOHaYaIbHas UCTOPUS
u3MeHunIach. Heyxkenu yenoBek, KOTOPOMY CyKIeHO MOTHOHYTh, BCe paBHO ympeT? Ho roe ke
CIpaBe[INBOCTb B 3TOM Mupe? 4 efBa BHITepIieia 3TH TPU I'ofa, HO Teleph s NOXKHaA YMepPeTh,
IIOTOMY 4YTO BOBJIeUeHa B 3TO OTBPATUTEJILHOE U [elleBoe NpeCcTaBeHne!

CTan 1 THEB CMeIaJINCh BO MHE, KOT'ld 1 TUKO 3aTpsClia T'OJIOBOM, OTCTYyIIasd. Hel'[pI/IHTHOG ObIXaHHUE
MY2KYWHEBI HpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'IOCb BMeCTe C ero riiyXxuMu maraMu.

4 oTyassHHO MCKaJja 4To-HUOyab, YTOOK MCII0IL30BaTh B KAUECTBE OPYXKUS, HO, K COXKaJIEHHUI0, Y
MeHS He OBLJIO Ta’Ke OCTPHIX YKpPaIleHuH.

MHe HHYero He 0CTaBaJI0Ch, KpOMe KaK MPUOETHYTh K IOCIeTHEMY CPEICTBY. { CBUPEIO
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero, He MBITasICh cOeKaTh, ¥ yIapHuia ero B Tax BEHICOKUMH KaOJTyKaMHu.

A He yCIiejia OIIOMHHUTBCS, KdK Y€EJIOBEK, KOTOpBII7I HpI/IGHI/I}KaJ'ICH KO MHe€, COTHYJI KOJIEHHU, Jep2xKa
(baKen B DYKe. Ero rnaza YCTaBHUJIUCh Ha MEH4, d 1 CMOTpP€JIa, KaK OH IIafdJl Ha IIOJI.



Korpa oross meIiarlLnero (baKena 3aIljisACall mmepen riia3aMu, 4 CTajlda 3adbIXaThCs, KakK 6YJITO MOHu
JIeTKue OTKa3asu. ['oioBa KPYXKUTCA, B3TJIAO 3aTYMaHHUJTICS. Ilaxke HOTH, KOTOpkIE 0OBIYHO
JOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIbHEI, PA3MAKIIH.

"HeTt, 3TOro He MoXeT OLITh. Kak 3T0?"

Korpga s menato mar Ha3af, XBaTasi pPTOM BO3[yX ¥ He CBOMS C HEro a3, OH [IyMaeT, 4To g
UCIyTanach, 1 HabupaeTcs YBePEHHOCTH, YTOOH TONOUTH OIuXKe.

Tak BOT KaKOM KOHeI[ yTOTOBJIEH MaJleHbKOM 37I00eHKe?

Ho g He x0uy ymupaTth. f X04y XKUTb.

Ecnu OBl 8 elicTBUTENIbHO OblJIa B YeM-TO BUHOBATa, TO OBIJIO OBl He Tak 00unHo. Eciu O g 3Haa,
YTO YMPY TaKOH JKaJIKOM CMepThio, s1 OBl CKopee cobna3Huia MmnepaTopa!

4, ToTas ciessl, 3aKprUYasa U30 BCeX CUJI, KPEMKO 3aKMYPUB r1a3a, u30eras TOICTHIX PYK
MYXKYHUHBI, TPOTATUBAIOIIUXCS KO MHE.

— HerT!

Bywm!

— Ax!

BHe3amHo pa3fascs HaCTOWYMBEIM U TSIKEeJIbIi KPUK, BMECTE C KOTOPEIM 3BYK ITaMIeHHS YEeT0-TO
rpomo3akoro. Kpuku KaponuH, KoTopas, Kak s fyMasa, yKe yIila, pa3faluch B KOHIE KOPUAOPa.

4 oTKpEINa rasa.

YesoBek, MPOTSHYBIINHM KO MHE CBOIO MEP3KYI0 PYKY, KOPUHUJICS Ha IT0/Ty, 3aKaTHB TJla3a.

daxkeJ1, KOTOPHIM OH JepzKaJjl B PyKe, OTIETEIl B CTOPOHY.

A?

4 chrexkunIack OT cTpaxa 00KeubCs.

B KoHIIe KOHI0B, YTO XK€ IIPOU30LIII0?



— Ou, otnycTtu MeHs! Al

4 Bupmen, kak KaponuH ¢ IpOH3UTEIbHEIM KPUKOM IIepesieTella Yepe3 YIaBIIero MyXKUKuHy IPSIMO
nepeno MHoM. OHa IpU3eM/INIach Ha ero 6eC4yBCTBEHHOE TeJI0, LIypllia TeCTPLIM IylaTheM. Ee
IIBLIPHYJIO, KaK MEIIOK C MyKOH.

— Ax!

CHOBa pasfascs orjaymariui Kpuk. C IMPOKO OTKPHITEIMY IJIa3aMU S IOBEPHY/IACh B Ty CTOPOHY,
oTKyga npuiia Kapomus.

B TeMHOTE MOCTHIIIANUCE IIary.

4 CKOpO yBUXKY KOT'0-TO...

['magkoe, KpemKoe TeJ0CyI0 U cepeOdpUCTEIe BOJIOCH, IIOX0XKKE Ha MJIeYHBIN My Th. KpoBaBo-KpacHLIe
r71a3a CUSIJIA B TEMHOTE.

KaponuH, nmexaias Ha IIOTePSIBIIEM CO3HaHUE MyKYKWHe, B3BU3THYJIA, IIPUIIOTHSIIACH U,
IIOLIATEIBASCh, CO 3JIOOHBEIM BUMOM CKa3asa,

— Kxa-kxa! Tr1, cymacieninui yomonok! A u He mymana, 4To...

Korma oH mpu0au3uics KO MHe, ero JIMI[0 0CTaBaJ0Ch CIIOKOWHBEIM, C TeM Xe XJIaJHOKPOBHEM OH
yoapun Kaponus 1o 3aTeiIKy. ETo nBuKeHus ObIIA JIETKUMHU, CJIOBHO B3MaX KPHIILEB 0a00UKH, U
OBICTPBIMHU, CJIOBHO MOJIHHS. f He MOTIJia MOBEPUTH COOCTBEHHEIM Tla3aM. KoponuH 3akpuyana u
PYXHYTa, TOTEPSB CO3HAHUe.

— Trl yXe 3aKoHUMIA?

¢l GbIsTa HAaCTOIBKO OlllapallieHa HeJaBHUMHU CO6BITI/IHMI/I, YTO Ha4a/la 3aUKaThCA

— Yro0...uT0?

[TpopmenaB Bce 3TO, OH HAKJIOHWUIICS, HE ITPEPHIBAST 3PUTENIbHBIN KOHTAKT. Ero 61egHEIe PYKH, KaK
1 cepeOpUCThie BOJIOCH, KOCHYJIMCh MOUX 3aTBEPHEBILUX OT CTpaxa IlekK. Bckope OH HaKJIOHUIICS KO
MHE ¥ MeJJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC.

— JlaBali BEpHEMCS B TBOM 3aMOK.

C gpixaHMEM, KOTOpOe KacaeTCsl MOUX VIIel, 1 MOrJjla CJIbIIIaTh ero TOMHBIN I'0JI0C.



— 4 Mory cMOTpeTh Ha TeOsI BEUHOCTb.

Temno BepHYIOCHh K MOUM OJIeIHBIM IIIeKaM.

4 momxHa OblTa UCIIBITEIBATH CTPAX, YBUEB, KaK OH COUJI KOT'O-TO C HOT, He MOPTHYB I'J1a30M, HO 5
Oblyla HEBEPOSITHO PABHOMYIIHA U UCIBIThIBaIa CTPaHHOE 00JIerYyeHue.

— TonbKO II03BOIL MHE.

IToka a1 TyIIO MOpraja, €ero TOMHEIN TOJIOC CTal TOPOIIJIUBEIM. B 10 Xke BpeMs TEIIJIO €TI0 PYKH,
IIOTJIaXKUBAIOIIEN MOIO ImeKy, BOT-BOT HCYE3HET, IIO3TOMY 51 HETEPIIEJTINBO KUBHYIJIA.

— Ha. { pa3speinato.

Moii pacCTpPOEHHHBIN Pa3yM MOT YCIIOKOUTHCSI TOJIBKO B €T0 PyKax, T03TOMY s II0OYyBCTBOBAJa
6ecIoKOMCTBO, KOTTla OH coOpasicst yXoauTh. S BCKPUKHYJIa B CIEIIKE, ¥ PyKa, KOTOPYIO OH
cobupascst yopaTh, ocTaHOBUIACk. Co B3MOXOM 00/IETYeHus ST CHOBA YTKHYJIACh JIUIIOM B €T0 JIafl0Hb
M 0CO3HaJIa, YTO MOH IIIeKX HEMHOT'0 BjlakHEIE. He 3Hat0 moyeMy, HO 51, HOMKHO OBITH, IJIaKaia OT
cTpaxa.

"Oi1, 1 cedyac UCIIOPYY MaKUIXK".

qa nmogyMmaiia, 4TO, MOXKeT 6BITB, MHE CclieJyeT 6I:>ICTpO YMEITBCA. [ToToM 5 3amo3mano BCIIOMHUIIA €T0
CJIOBa.

"Pa3pelreHne TPUXOOUTh B MOM 3aMOK? ThHI 3aC/TyKUJT BUIETh MEHS CTOJIBKO, CKOJTBKO 3aX04enrn?"

Korpga st 0TOOBUHYCH OT HETO, BEITUPAs CJIe3Hl, S YBUOENA, YTO OH IMIPOCTOMAYIIHO PaCCMaTPUBAET
MeHs1. CKa3aB YTO-TO CTOJIb CTPaHHOE, OH BefeT cebs Tak, OyATO BCe B IMOPSIOKeE.

OH [efCTBUTENBHO CIETUT 3a MHOK? HaBepHoe, 51 He HCIBITHBAI coXanenui. Ho momxHa 1a s
CKa3aTh eMy CIacu00 3a CraceHne MOeH KU3HU?

Ax, s He 3HaAlO.

Bo BcsikoM ciiydae, TH 671arofeTernib, KOTOPBIM ClTaCc MHE XXU3Hb, U Thl, KAXKETCS, X0Uelllh XOPOIIIO
BHITJISIAETH IIepeno MHOU. [Ja uTo ¢ ToOoi Takoe?

Y erre: moce TOTO, Kak 5 4yTh HE yMepJia U3-3a IBOPI[OBEIX UHTPHUT, MHE Ka3aJ10Ch ITOJI€3HBIM
npeObiBaHNE MYKYKUHE B MOeM 3aMKe. 1 Ovl mpepnoysna 3a60Ty KOro-HuOyOb APYTroro, HO M ero
3alUTa MHE IIPUTOTUTCS.



— Ecnu g ckaxy “ma”... — g X0TeJla BEIBUHYTh €My YCJIOBUS Ha ClIy4al, €CJIU OH PEILIUT IPUUTHU KO
MHe II03[HO HOYb0, KaK BAPYT €ro pykKa oKa3ajach 101 MOUMHU KOJIEHSIMU.

HeoxXupgaHHO OH IOJHSI MEHS Ha PYKH.

I‘Iy'BCTBy'H, KdK MOe€ TeJIO IIJIBIBET, A 3aKpHdadjla U CXBATHJIA €T0 34 IIJIedO0.

— Yrto TH gestaenin?!

C mupoKOo OTKPHITEIM PTOM 5 yKe cobupasnach yKa3aTh Ha ero rpybocTs, Korga oH ORICTPO
IIPOIIEINTaJl, OTJISIABIBASICE.

— Tuxo.

4 pednekToOpHO MOBEPHYJIACH U YBUOETA CBET, MPUONIMKABIINNACS U3 KOHIIA KOPUOOPA, U YIOBUIIA
3BYK YbHX-TO IIIAr0B. YCJIBIIIAB CKPEXKET MeTaJjlla, Pelllapy, JOJIXKHO OBITh, HAallPaBUJIKUCh CIOfa.

A?

— Kak cropa momnanu monu?

9TO KOPHUIOP AJst CITyT!

91 ormapenach, He 3HAA, YTO MeJaTh.

M&I He HOJIKHEI ObIIM MTOMACTh elrle U B 3Ty nepegpsary. O4eBUIHO, YTO BUHOBATOM OCTAHYCh f, a
YyeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIM MeHs crac, OymeT Ka3HeH 3a HeyBaXKeHUe K 3HaTH. K3ponuH u 3TOT MyXKUK,
TIOXO0XKUH Ha MefiBeflsl, THYCHO 0OBIBAT ce0st KepTBaMu!

— [loToMy YTO 51 3aMaHUJI UX CIOfa.

—UYrto0? [ToueMy THI 3TO cHesnan?

—Onu IIOJIy4aT CIIPAaBEOJINBOE HaKa3dHHUE.

yﬂep}KI/IBaH €ro 3a I1Jie4Y0 U He IIOHKMafd, O YeM OH I'OBOPHUT, A CIIPOCHJIa CHOBA.

— Yto0?



B mo6oM criydae, OH OEPKUT MEHS JIETKO, Kak Oy[TO y HEero B PyKax IEPHIIIKO, U ABUTAETCS OBICTPO.

A MexXpay TeM MO CUMIIaTUSA PacTeT C KaXAou MUHYTOU. 4 03afayeHa, 3aMOJIKa0 1
chepKuBalio gbixaHue. [lepBoe, UTO HYKHO cheflaTh —BBIOPAThCS OTCIOfla He3aMeUeHHBIMU.

Ho uTto 370 328 t-IepTOBI.T.[I/IHa?

A-a-a!

4 mpuKphIBal0 POT PYKOH, a B yIIax pa3fgaeTcsl 3BYK PEBYIIET0 BeTpa.

"STOT HEBEPOSTHO MOIIHKIM CIIyra OTKPHUT 00JIbIIIOe OKHO B KOPUAOPE U BHIIPHITHYT U3 Hero!"

qa KPENKO 3aKMypPUach, YTOOHI HE BUOETH IIPOUCXOOAINYIO ITIEPEeNo MHOH CIIEHY U He CJIBIIIAaTh, KakK
TpelemeT MOe IIJIaThe. Bce temno OPOZXKHUT, IIOTOMY YTO MEI BHIIIPBITHYJINA C OOJIBIITION BHICOTHI CTEH
3aMKa.

HaBai, maBait! Kak s Mory Tak ymepeTh? HeT Huuero xyxe, yeMm OBITH 06€3TJIaBIeHHON 3a
UHTPUXKKY!

Kak pa3 mmepen TeM, Kak g IMOYTH II0TePAIa CO3HAaHKUE OT BE€TPa, IIPOHU3BIBAIOIIIETO TEJI0, 1
T'DaBUTAllUH, 6p0cafomel71 HaC Ha 3eMJII0, ITafieHne ITPEeKPAaTHUJIOCh CO 3BOHKHUM 3BYKOM.

Ik!

4 npuKpEIa pOT OGHOM PYKOH, @ BTOPOU BLIEIIUJIACh B €ro LIel0, JaXKe He 0CO3HaBas 3Toro.
pedIeKTOPHO OTKpPHIIA I71a3a, HECMOTPS Ha FOJIOBOKPyXKeEHUe.

[Tepeqn B3rnsggoM — CIOKOMHBIM HOUHOU ITeH3aX.

KpoBaBoro mecusa, KOTopoe 51 Boobpa3uia cebe HECKOIbKO CEKYH[I Ha3al, ltafjas U3 OKHa, HUTZe He
01710 BULHO. 1 aKKypaTHO OIYCTUJIACh Ha 3eMJIIO.

O 603Ke, YTO BCe 3TO 3HAYUT?

q IIOCMOTpPeEeJIa Ha HeTro C COMHEHHEM B I'la3aX.

On Orjisigell MeHs1 CBEPXY BHHUSI. be3s eJZ[PIHOfI HapalliHbI 1 yu_mﬁa' B ToT MOMEHT s Obla CMYyIIeHa, HE
3Had, IMI04YeMy 4 IIOgHAIa TaKOu IyM.



Hert, 51 HOpMasnbHasd. 9TO OH ncux!

O, Boxe moi! HUKTO Ha cBeTe He CTas Obl XBaTaTh XKEHIUHY U BRIIIPLHITABAThL C HEW U3 OKHA.

Bort Tak!

HaxMypuBIIHCE, 5 TOCMOTpPESa Ha 3aMOK. f myMasia, 4To BhICOTa Oblya HE CITUIIKOM OOJIBIIOHN.
OpHako, 3aMOK OKa3aJiCsl TaK BBHICOK, YTO €r0 BEePIIMHY He OBIJI0 BUAHO. Y MeHs Clierka II0KaJlbiBajio
3aTBIJIOK. XM, YTO-TO HE TaK.

— C To6oii Bce B mopsimke? Pa3Be TH He ITOPAHUIICS?

— 4 B mopsnaxke.

—YTt0? Kak THI MOT BOOOIIIe HE MOCTPAdaTh?

— TruI x0Tena, 4TOOL MHe OBIJIO OOJIFHO?

— Ieno He B oaTOM!

OH CUJIBHBIH, 5T BHIEJIa 3TO COOCTBEHHBIMHU T'1a3aMu. Ho OH He mMpocTo cuibHEIN. OH YePTOBCKHU
cuies!

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KTO OH, 4epT Bo3bMu? He 3Hast, 4TO CKa3aTh, S 3aKphljla POT ¥ 3axJIomnaja Ijla3aMu,
CJIOBHO 30JI0Tast PhIOKa, ¥ OH IIOIIEJ, JepkKa MeHs Ha pyKax.

— JlepXKuch, MBI ceridac moOeKuM.

— Hy Xxe, mogoXnou MUHYTKY!

"Croit! Mens TomHuT!"

4 omenomMneHHO 00XBaTHIIa €T0 3a IIek0.

OH m0CTaTOYHO CHJIEH, YTOOBI CIIPHITHYTh OTTYMAA, HO SICHO, YTO S yIIaAy B 00MOPOK, €CIIX OH ceryac
oOeXuT.

Ecnu Inepen BallliMHU I'JIa3daMHU nei3ax CMEHUTCS CO CKOPOCTEIO 3BYKaQ, BaC TOXKE CTOIIHHUT.



[Tocne Toro, Kak s 00HsIa ero, 605Ch, YTO OH pBaHET Iiepeq, OH HEO2KUOaHHO OCTaHOBHUJICA.

XM, OH OCTaHOBHJICS, BEPHO?

TwI Bemp OOJIbIIIE HE MBUTAEIILCS?

— Kyma ThI ceiiuac unelnb? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHIIA S Ha CITydal, eClii OH CHOBa OpocUTCst OexKaTk.

— B TBO# 3aMOK, KOHEUHO.

Mou 3aMoK? 3aMoK JInmuit?

Y MeHs 3aropenucs yumu. ITocie 3Toro yKaCHOTO IIPOUCIIECTBUS S IIPOCTO XOUY BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO
KOMHATY U JIeYb B IIOCTeJb. [[0 TOTro, Kak npuiia KaponuH u ycTpousia MHe HEIPUSATHOCTH, 51 U30
BCEX CHJI CTapasiaCh BEPHYTHCS B CBOU ITOKOU ¥ OTHAOXHYTh. f{ KMBHYJa €My, CIIyre, KOTOPHIH BPSL JIU
TIOHKMMaJl OTYassHIE MOETo Cepala.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 0 MEHS IOHECTTUCH KaKKe-TO 3BYKU. BO3MOXKHO, OHM U3 OTKPBLITOTO OKHA, U3
KOTOPOTO MBI BHIIPHITHYJIA PaHBIIIE.
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