TonbKO TOr{a 5 3aMeTunIa CTPAaHHOCTE B IIOBEAEHUHU I/IMHepaTopa U BHUMATEJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha
HEeTo.

9To yIUBUTELHO, Belb OH U3BeCcTeH Kak be3aymuwd Mneparop! BMecTo Toro, 4ToOb THEBATHCS, OH
CHOUT Ha CBOEM 30JI0TOM TPOHE C JOCTOMHCTBOM, KaK OyTO HUYEro He CITy4YHIIOCh.

He ycmerna st OMOMHUTHCS, KaK 3aXBATHIBAIOIIAS OyX TUIIHHA HAIIOJTHUIACH TOJIOCAMHU, U IPSIMO TIOf
CIIeHOH pa3mancs 00eCKypakKMBaioLIHii rOJI0C:

— Hy, MoXeT, 3TO 1 He Tak yXK BaxKHO, HO MIMIepaTop MHe ToXKe HpaBUTCS. 1 ToXe X0uy OBITh
HajoxHuuen. Kto ona?

— OTO HaIOXKHMUIIA, KOTOpas He IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA ITIPABUTEIIA, TPHUALIaTasAd HAaJIOZKHHAIIA. A Hu4ero o
Hell He 3Halo, KpOME TOro, 4TO OHa U3 CKpOMHOfI CEMBbHU.

"4 Bac crupimy!"

Korpa s ycrbliiiiana ux 3BOHKHE T0JI0Ca, HaCMeXaloliecs: Hago MHOH, T HaXMYPHIIach.
[ToToM MOHSJIA, YTO BCE elrle HaX0XKYyCh mepen MMIepaTopoM, MO3TOMY OBICTPO H3MEHUIIA
BEIPAXKEHUE JIUIIA, TIOKJIOHUIACh ¥ CIIYCTUIACH C TIAaT(POPMEL.

"9 xwuBa! d xusa!"

Korga s yBUO€EJla MMOsABUIINCE IIOCTIEAHNE, APKO OCBEII€HHBIE CTYII€HHU, Ha I''tla3a HaBEPHYJIUCH CJIE3HI.
Mowu HOTH OPOXKaJiv, U 5 IIOYTH yIIajla IIOTOMY 4YTO HaAlIPAXKEHHNEe ITOKUHYJIO TEJIO.

He ycmena st OIOMHUTHCS, KaK BCE BOKPYT BEPHYJIOCH K CBOE ITepPBOHAYAbHON TPA3OHUYHON
atMocdepe. OpKecTp CHOBa Hadaj UTPaTh BECEIYIO TaHIEBAJIbHYI0 MEJIOUI0, 1 apPUCTOKPATH B
IPUYYIJIMBLIX HAPSAaxX 3aCyeTHUIINCh B IOMCKAX CBOEH TaHIIEBAIbHOM MapHL.

Boxe, g Tak ycrana.

¢ 3aMeTHIIa MHOXKECTBO B3TJISIOOB, KOTOPhLIE 00pallaauch KO MHE KaXKObIH pa3, KOorga s
IIPOXOMKIIa MUMO.

4 oTYasIHHO MPUTIONHUMAI0 YTONKY I'y0 1 6e3HamekHO TOBOpIo cebe:

" Huyero He BUmena".

K cyacThIio, 9TO IPOU30IIIO0 TaK OBICTPO, YTO HUKTO, KAXKETCs, He 3aMeTHJI, KakK MEl ¢ UMIiepaTopoM
00OMEHSINUCE B3r/IAOaMu.



Korpma MimmepaTop mepecTan CMOTPETh Ha MeHsI, TIOAU ObICTPO OTBEPHYIKCh.

Korpa cTano u3BeCTHO, UTO 51 HaJIOXKHUIA, KO MHe 60JIblile HUKTO He mMogxonu. [laxke cecTprl
TapanTesna, KOTOpHle OBUIA CO MHOM paHbIlle MUTIB, YCKOJIb3HYIN OT MeH, U 5 3a0uiach B yToi,
TIOTSITMBAst BUHO B OOUHOYECTBE.

B mpyroi ctopone 3ana FOpu CuHa, cTaBIINH TPUALIATL I€PBOM HAJIOKHUIIEH, YIbI0aeTCs 1
pasroBapuBaeT C MATHIO JaMaMH.

Brnaropmapsi ee 6ecTsiIIel BHEITHOCTH ¥ POJIM BUHOBHUIE TOPKECTBA OHa cobpasia BOKpPYT cebs
MHOK€ECTBO JTIofied. M3-3a ee cTaTyca MyKYWHHI He TPUTJIAIIAY €€ Ha TaHell, HO HU MOJIOfbIe, HU
CTapble HE MOTJIK OTBECTH OT Hee TJIas.

Kak 65l TO HI OBITIO, 51 CTapajiach OBITh KaK MOXKHO 60jiee He3aMeTHOM, TaK 4TO 9TO UTPajio MHE Ha
PyKy. Eciu KTO-TO CO MHOY 3aTOBOPUT, MOXKET IIPOU30UTU HECYACTHHIY CITydalu.

OpHaKo, XOTh MHE M CTOHJIO JIePKaThCs MOOasbIlle, ITUTh B OQUHOYECTBE CPeIN TAaKOT0 KOIMYeCTBa
JIIONEel COBCEM He BeceJio.

3mech Tak MHOT'O HApoay, YTO MHe He3aueM OCTaBaThCs. [loueMy OH IPUTIACUIT UMEHHO MEHS?

4 tak cunbHo 3aBunyio FOpu Cune, KoTopas 6/1MCTaeT Cpefu Jiiofeil, 4YTo He MOTY Ha Hee He
CMOTpETb.

" Toxke x0uy cMesThCa U o0mmaThcsa! MHe Tak OguHOKO!"

Ban — 910 comuanbHas apeHa, I03TOMY MOJIOfble MYKUYKHBL U KEeHIIUHE TAHIYIOT [TapaMu, Co3/aBas
IPUATHYI0 aTMochepy. Korga xeHaThle MyKYMHEL ¥ KEHITUHE 00HUMAIOT APYT APYra, Y HUX
BO3HUKAIOT YYBCTBA, KOTOPHIX OHU HUKOTTIa He UCIHITEIBAJIA, HAIpUMEpP, OHU KPaCHEIOT, CJIOBHO OHU
HAXOMATCS B Cafly, IIOJTHOM IIBETOB.

ApI/ICTOKpaTBI cpedgHero BO3pacCTa PagyloTCsa 6paKy CBOUX IeTEU UK CO6I/IpaIOTCH BMECTe, YTOOEI
OGCYI[I/ITB CJIOKHBI€ CUTYalluX, B KOTOPBIX pa361/1pa10TCﬂ TOJIBKO OHH, TaKHX KakK IIOJINTHUKA U
9KOHOMHKa.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 BCTalla CO CBOET0 MeCTa 1 AOIuJIa IMaMIlaHCKoe. f He BEIHOITY OMMHOYECTBA U
3aBUCTH K OPYTUM.

"TloueMy BHI HE XOTUTE ITOTOBOPUTH U CO MHOU?"

qa YYBCTBYIO, YTO JOJI2KHA MIOJOUTH K KOMY-HI/IGYJIL.



9TO Tak HeCIpaBe[JIMBO — BHE3AITHO IMOTPY3UTLCS B pOMaH U CTaTh U3roeM o01iecTBa. [loueMy s
Takas XKajakas?

Korpa st mocMoTpesna yepe3 KOMHATY, Ha OTOHb B OTJAJIEHWH, S YBUAea MMmnepaTopa, Bce elie
cupsiero Ha TpoHe. OH COCPeIOTOUYeH Ha YTEeHHUU TOJICTOTO CBUTKA MJIM YET0-TO B 9TOM pOJie, XOTS U
HaXOOUTCS Ha Oany.

BEICTPO 1TOBEPHYB I'0OJIOBY ¥ ITOCMOTPEB Ha CTOJI Iepen coboi, 1 3aMmeTuna, uto FOpu Cusa,
IIPOJOJIKas 3JIeTaHTHO YIHI0ATHCS, HAXOASCh CPeU 3HATHHIX [IaM.

Korpa 51 cHOBa ormisifeniach [0 CTOPOHaM, OCTaJIbHEIE TI0au 100 TaHleBany, 0o 6onTanu,
IIepPEeKPUKHBasi OPKECTPOBYIO MY3HIKY.

"OTO0 3HAUUT, YTO HUKOMY HET [0 MeHs penal"

¢ TUXO ImpoKpasiack BOOJb CTEHHI, CTApasich, YTOOB MOM Ty(hJIH He U3[aBajid HU 3BYKa.
3aTeM IOCIellnsia K OBEPHU, CJIOBHO yKaJlleHHas.

KoHeuHO, 3TO He Ta [ABEPH, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO S MPHIIJIa, a MaJeHbKasi, B caMOM yriy. [ToMumo
obuIManbHOr0 BXona B MMIepckoM 3aMKe eCTh ellle OWH, ITOX0XKUK Ha YePHBIN. ITO OOUH U3 TEX,
KOTOpPBIE UCIOJIb3YIOT CIIYTH, KOTHa IPUHOCAT ey WX CUJIBHO CIelaT.

B 3TOM 3aMKe eCTh HEUTO HOJIO6HOG. HOCKOHBKY Y ME€HA HEeT TOPHUYHBIX, d UCIIOIB3YIO YEPHEIE XOIOHI,
YTOORI COKPATHTLE IIyTh, KOT'Id MHE JIEHb JIOGI/IpaTBCﬂ OO0 BXOOHOM OBEpHU.

4 mocmeniHo OTKPEIJIA OBEPE U BHIIIIA, IIOKA HE MMOSABUIIACE HATPY2KEHHEIE emou CIIyTH. 4 cneltana,
yTO Oas IIPOOJINTCA BCIO HOYBb M HE 3aKOHYHUTCA OO0 PaCCBETaA.

"9T0 BoOOIIIE BO3MOKHO? 4 He CMOTY IIPOAepKaTLCS Ha HOTaxX 40 caMoro yTpa! 3To CIUIIKOM
TsxKeno!"

4 moiigy B CBO¥M 3aMOK U B3OPEMHY. A 3aTeM, Ipexkie YeM 3aKOHUUTCs Oal, g BepHyCh. Ecnu s
OCTaHyCh 3[eCh, y MEeHS UCCAKHYT CUJIBL. A 4TO, eCJIU s OCTaHyCh TaM Xe, I'me uMmnepaTop u Opu
CuHa, 1 coBepIly KaKyio-HuOyab omuobKy, a motoM ympy? [lymalo, Iydiie BCETO YIU3HYTh ceryac.

B Kopumgope OBIJIO TUXO: HU prLIapefI, HH CJIyT HE BUOHO.

"I'me s MOTY HATH 9KUIMIaXK?"

A mna mo KOPHUOOPY, HAIIPSA2KEHHO PAa3MBIIIIIAA. B 6e3msTexxHON IMyCcToTE Oyn HpOXHaJIHBIfI BETEPOK.
Bo3MoXKHO, rIe-To 30eCh OTKPEBEITO OKHO.



Kax Tompko g 3aBEPHYJIa 3a yI'oJI, YBUOEIa OTPOMHEBIE€ OTHHU IIO obe CTOPOHEI CTEH. Mou riasa
3aTYMAHUIINCE, ObIXdHWE CTAJI0 IIPEPBEIBUCTEIM. A ocTaHoBUTACh U KOCHYJIaCbh CTEHHI, YTOORI T‘J'Iy'6OKO
BOOXHYTh.

"9TO CHOBa IPOUCXOOUT".

MoxeT ObITh, 51 B IIPOILJION XKU3HU yMepJia, 3aJOXHYBUINCh, €3 eqUHOTO 3BYyKa.

"S9TO CHOBA u3-3a OTHA".

B MoeM mocrneiHeM BOCTIOMMHAHUHU S 3aCHYJIA, YATass POMaH, ¥ TOTAa S II0OYYBCTBOBAJIa 3alax 4ero-
TO ropesnoro. OrnsigeiBasch Ha3af, I AyMalo, YTOo 3aJ0XHYyJach. f He cIiblllana, Kak MbIaeT OroHb. A
OPYTUX IPUYUH [JIS BHE3AIMTHOT0 MosABIeHUs (00K y MeHs He OBIJIO.

Ecnu g momoiay K OTpOMHOMY IIBIIAOIIEMY IIJIaMeHU, MO€e [IbIXaHUe CTaHeT IIPEePHIBUCTHIM U
3aKpyKUTCA To0Ba. [109TOMy 51 06BIYHO UCIIOIb3YI0 MaJleHbKNe YIOJIbKY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 s Oblla
HEOCTOPOXKHA. DTO 3aMOK, I'Tle XKUBeT MMnepaTop, Tak 4TO g OXKKAaja yBUAETh O0IbIIOe IIaMsl.

K cyacTrio, Mo Pa3yM IIPOSACHUIJICA IIOCJTIE MHO2KECTBA T'J'IY6OKI/IX BIOX0B. [locTeneHHO TyMaH Iiepen
T'Jla3aMU pacCesliCi.

"Cnasa Oory!"

Y meHs OynyT 6ombllrve HETPUSTHOCTH, €CJIA MIOUAYT CTPAHHBIE CIIYXHU, YTO S TOTEPsia CO3HAHMUE,
IIBITasACh cOexkaTh!

Ecnu HanoxXHWIla — rapaHT MUPHOT'0 IOroBopa — COEXKUT, 3TO Oy[IeT BOCIIPUHSATO KaK BOCCTAHUE, U
HavHeTCs Bo¥HA. OT 3TOM MBICIH MeHs OpocaeT B Ipoxb. bricTpee! 4 momxkHa ORICTPEe BEPHYTHCS B
CBOU 3aMOK ¥ OTHOXHYTb.

— JIumus OpeTtTa?

Pe3kwuii ronoc BEIIEPHYJI MEHS U3 pa3MbILIIEHUN.

[ToTpsiceHHas, 1 0OCTaHOBUJIACE.

"Xa? Yto takoe? Kto 310?"

— Kyma THI Tak Cremmurs?

[onoc TpuATHBEIN, HO HEPBHAIM. f CTIIOTHYA CIIOHY U ¢ 0€CIIOKOWCTBOM 00epHYIach.



Motii B3rmIsq IIPUBIIEKIIN PBI2KKME, KaK IIJIaM$, BOJIOCEI.

"Kapomnun Pamen?"

OnHa HanoXKHUIIG, KOTODPYIO IIPUTTIACUJIA Ha 0an BMecTe CO MHOM. Hoquy g Tak BOJIHYIOCB?

"TBI clegumIb 3a MHOU?"

YeMm O1uxKe oHa IIOAXOOUT, TEM OOJBIINH CTpax g UCIIBITBEIBAIO.

Ox, 4TO Xe MHe CKa3aTb? f HUKOTla paHbllle He Oblsla pSIAOM C OPYTUMHU HaJIOXKHUIIAMH, II03TOMY He
rOTOBa K TaKOMY. f HEMHOT0 U3y4ala UCTOPUYECKYIO KyJIbTYPY PaHbllle, HO S He 3HAI0 IIpaBujl
9TUKEeTa MeXIy HaJIOKHUIAMU, TOJIBKO CTaHAAPTHL [I0OBEIEHUS 10 OTHOIIEHWIO K MMIiepaTopy unu
Uwmnepatpuue.

— Jlegu Panei...

41 OBICTPO COTHY/Ia KojeHu, U KapoiuH Pajel, ocTaHOBUBINIAS IPSMO IIepPefo MHOM, HaJaBuiIa Ha
MOIO TOJIOBY.

4 gyyBCcTBOBasA, KaK ee HOTTH BIIMBAIOTCS B 3aTHUIOK. {1 Oblyla TaK pacTepsiHa, YTO MOYTH
pedIeKTOPHO OTKUHYIIA ee. 3aTEM s IOMBITAIaCh MOABUTh XKeJlaHUEe COIPOTUBISATHCS U TEPIIENA,
HaAMOMHUB cebe, UTO He [OIXKHA [AeaTh HUYEero OnpoMeTYUBOrO.

— Jra TpupuaTas Ccydka.

3aTeM OHa CXkaJjla PYKY U ee HOT'TH BIIUJIUCh MHE B KOXKY.

"Jrto oHa gesaet?"

— Kaxk T®1 9T0 caenana? Kak TH IOTy4uiia IpUriallieHre, KOTOPOro He MOIy4dua fgaxe 5, TPeThbd
HajoXHuLa? Takoe HUYTOXKECTBO, KaK TH? JTO U3-3a KaHIyiepa? Thl IpeaioxKuiia eMy II0TaHLleBaTh?
Ckazxu MHe, TH co0a3HuIa ero!

— Jlegu Pamen, oTmiycTute MeHs!

Korblio Ha ee masblie 3alyTaa0Ch B MOMX BOJIOCAaX U MPUYKHSIIO 00J1b. HaXMypHBIUIUCE, S CXBaTHIa
ee 3a 3amscThe. [IpocTo pedekc, HalpaBIeHHBIM Ha TO, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTD €€, HO OHA CXBaTHUIa
MeHs 3a BOJIOCHI, TIOJyMaB, 4YTO S IIBITal0Ch COMIPOTUBIISITHCS.

— Aaal



— Ax THI, muca! Tel Oymelnb THUTh B TOM 3aXO0/IYCThe, KakK U paHbiile! Kak Thl cMeelns xkenath Ero
Bennuectno?

"Vrx, aTa xKeHimuHa 6onbHas! YTo, 4epT BO3bMH, S TAKOTO cAenana?!"

Ee 3amscThs OBIIM TOHKMMH U CUJIBHBIMH. KSpOJ’II/IH, KOTOpPad HepBOfI CXBaTHJIa MEHS 3a BOJIOCHI,
BCTPsAXHYJIa MOIO PYKY B MTHOBEHHE OKad, HO 4 He MOrJjia OTTOJIKHYTE €€. KpaCI/IBBIe BOJIOCEI
CIIyTaJIiCh, 1 HECKOJIBKO npﬂneﬁ OBLTH BEIPBAHEL. Bomnb BEI3BIBaIA CIIE3HL.

— Te1, gonmkHO OBITH, HEPBHUYAJIA W3-3a TOTO, YTO MPUAET TPUIIATH TepBas HaIOXKHUIIA, a? BepHo?

— 4... 4 He Takasa! MHe He HYXKe€H...

¢ He MorjIa CXBaTUTh €€ 3@ BOJIOCH, ¥ TOJIbKO TepIesa 007b, ToKa MeHs n30uBanu. KaponuH,
KOTOpas TPsiClla MeHs HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, BHE3AITHO TOJIKHYJIa MEHS K CTEHe.

"O1u, mos crimHa! Mog 3amuuial"

Moe KpacuBoe Iy1aThe U BOJIOCH TEIeph PACTPENaHkI.

"Ox, 4TO XKe MHe fesaTh? 1 JedCTBUTENHHO X04Y 3a0bITh O CBOEM ITOJIOKEHUHU U OTTAaCKaTh ee 3a
BOJIOCHI!"

Ho, ecnu s 9T0 cuenar, moUayT ciayxu. He nuMeeT 3HaUeHHUsI, KOTHA JTIOOU C OJUHAKOBHIM COITMATIBHEIM
CTATyCOM MIePyTCs OPYyT ¢ apyroM. OOHAKO, eCIId IOTYHHEHHBIH YOIAPUT HauyalbHUKA, 9TO BHI30BET
O0IBIIION TIEPEeTIOIoX.

"Ox, HeyXKenu 5 J0JIXKHA TaK CTpafaTh, YTOOHI XKUTh CIIOKOMHOM KHU3HBIO? JTO TakK yKacHO!"

4 cxkana Kynaky, COoepXKuBas I'HeB. 3aTeM 4 yCJblllajia rojoc Kaposnus, MOJIHEY HaCMEeIIKH.

— MeHs yXKe pa3@paxkalioT [epBasi ¥ BTOpast HATOKHUIILL, TaK YTO Y MEHS HET HUKAKOT0
TEPIIeHKUSI CMOTPETh, KaK TaKOe HUYTOXKECTBO KaK Thl OeraeT BOKPYT, He 3Has IpaBuil. Eciu OBl THI
oCTaBajlach B CBOeH HOpe, Bce ObII0 GBI B MOPSIAKE. DTO BCE TBOS BUHA, — C CApKa3MOM CKasaja
KspomuH, TOpHo CKPeCTUB PYKH Ha TPYLIH.

4 6ruta omenomnena. HecpaBeniugo, 4TO MHE MIPUIUIOCH TPU TOfa H0OPOBOJIBHO MIPOKUTH
OTIIeNbHUIIEH, HO 3TOT0 HeJOPa3yMeHus ObII0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BCE MCIIOPTHUTD.



— 4 Hudero He chenana! [0MXKHO OBITS, IIPOXU30IIJIO KaK0e-TO HEJOPA3yMEHHE...

— Kaxpas meBylilka, ¢ KOTOPOH s KOrma-Tu0o CTalKWBanach, OIIPaBObIBasach Tak e, KakK U Thl. Th
oyMaellb, 1 gypa?

4 cTapanach TOBOPUTH KaK MOXKHO CIIOKOWHEE, CAepKUBAsT KATISIUY THEB, HO K9poNnuH TKHya MEHS
B 7100 yKa3aTeIbHBIM I1ajIblieM.

B 10 XK€ BpEMs OHa IIEJIKHYJIa IIaTbIieM. W3-3a ee CIIMHELI BHIIIE YEJI0BEK C (1)aKeJ'IOM B PyKe. On
BRITJIAOEIT OOJIBIIMM U CUJIBHBIM. CYJIFI II0 OgeXne, OH He PhILlaPh U He CJIyTr'ad, da KTO-TO HOCTOpOHHI/Ifl.

— JlyMato, MHe 10pa YXOOuTh. { HEMHOr0 HeTeprenusa. Ten?

— Ila, mucc.

KapomnuH mocMoTpena Ha Hero X0JIOMHBEIM B3TJIsIIoM. Ten mpuOIu3uics Ko MHe.
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