WTak, mpomio Tpu roga. [[o CUX 1op 5 CIOKOMHO KKjla B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM 3aMKe U C CaMOro Hadasia
He BCTpedaJia HUKOr0, KPOME CIIYT.

— A? — g yBUJeNna CTPAHHOI'0 YeJI0BeKa, KOrfa MIbelTajgach BOUTU B 3aMOK JIMIuK CO CBEXXKUMU
IIBeTaMH, KOTOPHIE S BhIpallliBaja B cafy.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfIa s OCTAHOBHUJIACh, BCTPETUIIACH B3TIISIAOM CO CepeBPOBOIOCHIM MYKYHUHOM,
KOTOPBIYA 00EPHYIICS, YCIIBIIIaB MOK TOIOC. SICHEIe KpaCHEIe I'J1a3a, TOX0XKKe Ha KPacHOe BUHO WITH
COJIHIIE.

— K10 THI? O, 5 cKa3ana medy [KenmeTTo, YTO MHE HyKHa HOBas Ba3a, HO Tkl IPUHEC ee?

Cnyru, KOTOphle BCeryia IPUXOOUIIU ciofa, 00bIYHO OBUIM MO0 B3POCIBIMHU, TH00 MOXKUIBIMU. Ho
MyXK4uHa B 0OBIYHOM OfeK[Ie BBITJISIeN JIUIIL Ha OBA-TPU rofla CTApIIe MeHs, KOTOPOM B 3TOM oy
HCIIOJIHMJIOCh BOCEMHAIIATh.

TeM He MeHee, OH ObIJT 04eHb BEICOKMM, C KPACHUBOM BHEIIHOCTHIO, KOTOPAsi BRI3HIBA/Ia BOCXUIIEHHE. Y
Hero GBITI0 ITPeKpacHOe TeTOCI0XKeHKe C MUPOKO Pa3BepPHYTHMY IedaMu. [T Ha HeTo, 5
IIogyMajia 0 TOM, 4TO, II0 CIyXaM, 00T BOMHEI, XOTS U 00JIaflaeT KEeCTOKOH JIMYHOCTRIO, HO TaKXKe
uMeeT 00KeCTBEHHYIO BHEITHOCTD. ¢ 3aBepHYIa OYKeT B CBOM Oebiil (hapTyK, 4TOOBI OBIIO yooOHee
IepXkaTh ero, ¥ OBICTPO MOMOIIIIA K HEMY, YTOOH! B3STh Ba3y, B KOTOPYIO XOTeJIa IIOCTABUTh I[BETHI.

Ho korma g HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IHaCI:>, TO 06Hapy}KHna, 4YTO y HETO B PyKaX HET HUYEro, KpomMe Meuda, a KpaCHEIe
T'Jla3a, KOTOPBIE€ MOJIYd CMOTPAT Ha MEHA, HEMHOI'O HAaCTOPO2XKEHHI...

... [loroguTe-Ka, OH BeOb He CIIyra, He Tak JIu?

BHes3anHo s moyyBCTBOBaja ce0si CTPaHHO, U KOT'Tla I OCTAHOBUJIACh, OH COLIYPUJI KpacHbIe Ila3a.
OuapoBaTesibHbIe TYOHl TOXKE ITPUIIOAHSIIUCE, PACTATUBASIC B JIETKYIO YIILIOKY.

O, oH BBITJIAANUT JTyUllle, KOTHa yibs0aeTcs.

— Kro THI? — cmpocuna s 6e3 KonebaHui, ynbi6asich B OTBET TOMY, KTO YIBIOHYJICS MHE.

— Cnyra.

—A?

Yro ¢ aTuM mapHeM? [I1s CJIyTH OH pa3roBapuBaeT AOCTAaTOYHO I'pyoo.

— KTt0 THI?



Ax, 310 IIOTOMY, 9TO OH HE 3HaeT, KTO 4.

— 4 xo34iiKa 3T0r0 3aMKa, JIugug OperTa. Tl HOBBIN CiIyra?

— [a.

— XM, HO 3a4€eM THI IIPHUIIIEN croga?

— OTO TH UX BEIpacTUIa?

— Yto0?

YTo 3a mypHas IPUBHIYKA.

4 crmerka HaxMypuIach, OIyCTHB OPOBU, HO PeINIa XOPOIIeHbKO ofxyMaTh. OH, BEPOSITHO, HOBUYOK,
KOTOPHIN 3a0/Iyauics B UMIIEpaTOPCKOM [IBOPIlE ¥ CyMes HallTH JOPOTY B 9TO 3aX0NyCcThe. Ero
KpPacCHEIE TJIa3a C HTEPECOM OTJISIeIN 3aMOK JIUui, mpexkie 4eM BEPHYThCS KO MHE.

— Kak?

— IIpocro...

¢ HaxMypuiach ¥ oxarsa miedamu. OH, OUeBUOHO, HOBBIY CITyTa, HO S YYBCTBYIO Ce0si HEJIOBKO.

“TToueMy OH TaK BHE3AITHO CIIpAIlIMBaET O I[BeTaX, KOTOPHIE S BhIpalliBaw0?"

4 nocmoTpena Ha OykeT y ce0s B pyKaxX. X0Ts y IBETOB He ObLJIO Ha3BaHUS, 51 AyMasia, YTO OHU
KpacuBElEe, ¥ YTO BCe OLEHAT UX. { HaTKHyNach Ha HUX CJIy4aliHO HECKOJILKO MecsIeB Ha3af, 1 Oblia
ropma co0o#, Korfa Haiia OyTOHBI ¥ CyMella BRIPACTUTh MX, XOPOIIIO YXaXKuBasi 3a I[BETAMH.

Xax. f mpoCTO MPOUTHOPHUPYIO 9TO; 5T He X0UY IPUBJIEKaTh BHUMAHUE OPYTHX, BHI3HIBas 6€CIIOKOHCTBO
13-3a TAaKOTO MyCTsIKa. ¥ MPHUIT0XKKIIA CIUIITKOM MHOTO YCHUJIHH, YTOORI XKUTh TUXO B IIOCIIEIHUE TPU
TOfla, ¥ TaKas MeJloYb He CTOUT OTJIaCKH.

C nerxuMm B310X0M 5 ObICTPO J00aBUiIa, TakK KaK BCIOMHIJIA 00 3TOM IIO3THO, HA TOT CIIy4al, eciu
HOBOIIPUOBIBININY He MTPUBHLIK K UMIEPATOPCKOMY 3aMKy ¥ MOT CO3aTh KaKUe-TO HePUSATHOCTH C
IPYTUMU HaJIOXKHUIIAMH.

— ¢ TpumnaTh TpeThsa HanoxHua Ero BennuectBa MMneparopa. Tak 4TO T HE MOXKEIb TOBOPUTD
CO MHOU rpy0o0.



— XM...

OH IPOCTO CMOTpEI Ha MeHs C YIRIOKOM. S YyBCTBOBasa, YTO OH UTHOPUPYET MEHS, HO S TaK XKe
nobpa, KaK ¥ Kpacusa, IJIIoC KO BceMy, 51 0osimach MOAHATH LIYM U NIPUBJIeYb BHHMaHue MMieparTopa,
TI09TOMY 5T IPOUTHOPHUPOBAa 3TO.

— Xopoturo. MHe HyKHa HOBast Ba3a, YTOOH! IIOCTABUTh 3TU LIBETHI, He MOTJIN ObI BB JOCTATh MHE OHY
Ha ckiage? ITocnenHio s pa3buiia Ha IPOIIION Hemere.

— 9u?

"Tel uTO, Or10X? IloueMy Tl MOJTYUIIL?"

¢ MaxHyJa pyKOM, HO ero KpacHbIe I'Jla3a CMOTPeIM Ha I[BETH B Moel pyke. OH 3aCMesiics, a II0TOM
TIOCMOTPEJI MHE B TJIa3a.

— Xopo110, — OTBETUJI OH.

Ox, ornuuyHo. HakoHen-To y MeHs OyfeT HoBasd Ba3a. Bor Tak! f B3BonHOBaHa. {1 cMoTpesa, Kak OH
IMAPOKUMHU IIaraMy BEIXOOUT U3 3aMKa JIunuii. 3aTeM 5 Iollla B CBOXO KOMHATY, 4TOOR 00pe3aTth
IIBETH] HOXKHUIIAMHU U XKM1aTh, KOTla MHe IPUHECYT HOBYIO Ba3y.

— Jlupus OpmeTTa, Bac IPUTIaCUIUd Ha uMnepaTopckui 6an. [ToxkamyiicTa, IOATOTOBLTECH 1
IIPUXOOUTE BOBPEMSI.

MHe pocTasnachk He HOBas Ba3a, a 00JIbIoe [IpUTJIallleHKe C 30JI0TOU IIeYaThIo.

Yto? YTO 3TO0?

¢ oHeMena OT yOUBJIEHUS. 3aTeM [IeCSATKY CIyKaHOK BBaJIMJIMCh B 3aMOK, IPUHOCS ILJIaThs,
yKpalleHus: ¥ KOCMeTHuKy. Tuxuil 3aMoK JIuinii BHe3alHO CTal 0YeHb IIyMHBIM. f1 XKula TUX0, He
BBIXO[IA 3a IIPefielibl 3aMKa U BIIOJIHE IIpeycliefia B 9TOM, U UTO Tenepk? {1 Oblsia B 3aMellaTe/lbCTBe,
HO BOPYT MEHST OCEHUJIO.

9T0 61T 6aJI, Ha KOTOPOM T'epPOUHS BIIePBLIe BCTpedaeTcs ¢ MimmepaTtopoM. [IBOpeIl HOKeH
IIPUBETCTBOBATh IPUHLIECCY CTPaHEl, KOTOPYI VMIepaTop TOJIBKO YTO IOJYUHUI B BOMHE, KaK HOBYIO
HanoxHuny! Cerogas MMmnepaTop BCTPETUT IPHUHIIECCY C HOOPHIM CEPAIIEM U BIIOOUTCS B Hee C
IIepPBOTr0 B3rJIgfa.



XM, TOCKOMIBKY 9TO IIepBas HOBas HaJIOXKHUIIA 3a TPU I'0fla, OHY MPUTJIAIIaiT BCEX HATOXKHUI[ Ha
0an? Bruta v Tam Jlugusg OmerTa?

MHe 6b1710 TI0OOTIBITHO, HO S MOJT4asia, IT0Ka CIIy:KaHKHU ObICTPO ABUTanKCh. HO OTKpEHIIA poT OT
BHE3aIIHON MBICJIU.

—0 60}Ke, nenu OmeTTa, BB HE MOJIKHBI IBUTATHCS, HHAYE HCIIOPTUTE MaKHUAXK.

— O, MHe XaJb, — 5 BTaliHe YOUBIIAIAChb HeﬁCTBHHM TOPHUYHLBIX, KOTOPEIE CTAPATEJIbHO KPaCUuJIn
MHE FY6BI IIEePCHUKOBLIM IIBETOM.

Bot umenno! Ceronssi BeuepoM B poMaHe JIunus OpeTTa fomkHa yMepeTs! 910 6ombinoe gemo. Mou
BOCIIOMHUHAHMUS O IIPOIIJIOM CO BpeMeHEM CTAHOBSITCS 00JIee PACIILIBYATHIMU.

[Tpo1io Bcero Tpu rofa ¢ Tex Iop, Kak s IoMaja B pOMaH, HO 51 He TIOMHIO ITOAPOOHOT0 ITOBOPOTa
cioxkerta. Tem Gonee, HeT crioco0a y3HATDh 0 XKU3HHU 3JIOIEMKH, 0 KOTOPOM He OBIJI0O pacCKa3aHo B
HoBemnJe!

"4 certyac coumy c yma".

Heyxenu s 0eliCTBUTENILHO YMPY CErofHs?

4 yKpaakoiu moriasabiBajia Ha TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOPBIE ITOPXaid BOKPYT ¥ 3aHUMAaINCh MOEW IPUYECKOM.
[IpuHIeCcca cocemuel cTpaHel, repounsa IOpu CuHa, mokopuia cepaile MMepaTopa Ipu UX IePBOU
BCTPeYe U CTaja ero Bo3Mo0IeHHOMH.

9T0 yxkacHo. OHa Oblyla MOYTHU TAKOM XKe IIJIEHHOM, KaK U §1, 3[eCh el CyKIEHO CTaTh ellle OJHOU
HaJIOXKHULIEW, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 ey yIajoCh CTaTh UMIIEpaTPULE.

Ho npo6mema B ToM, Kak uMeHHO JIugus OmeTTta pa3o3nuina Mmmepartopa? f coBceM HUYETO He
noMHI0! B Moeli mamMsATH CIOBHO Y€pHas gblpa, MOX MO3Tr cTEp Bce! Uto OymeT, ecnu g 3a0yny camoe
BaxHOeE?

Kpowme Toro, g He Hactoswasa Jiugusa OpgeTTa. 4 maxe He 3HaAlO ee JIMYHOCTH, IIOTOMY YTO, KaK TOJIBKO
s II0TIajia B 9TOT POMaH, MeHs OTIPaBUIu B IMIIepaTOPCKUM 3aMOK, Tlle HUKTO He CMOT Obl 3aMETHUTh
HUKAKOM Pa3HUIbI MEeXKIy HaMU.

4 oTKas3amack OT 3TOrO.

Takum 00pa3oM, Temepsb He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO cIIoco0a y3HATh, COIIIa JIX OHa C yMa, cxBaTuB KOpu
CuHy 3a BOJIOCHI, UJTM OHA ITPOCTO CITy4alHO HACTYIHUa Ha IIOHOJI ee IJaThs U BhI3Baja
He3HAUYUTeIbHBIN MHIIUEHT.



"Hugero cTpamrHoro, Ho pa3Be uMmmnepaTop He cbexkan? OH ¢aHAaTHUK BOWHEI, TI09TOMY Ype3BbIYaliHO
yyBCTBUTEJIEH. KpoMe TOro, KakK JOJIr0 MOXKHO IMPOXKUTh, OyAy4y MOCIenHeN U3 TPUAIIATH TPEX
HaJI0XKHUL? ECNy 9TO HAJIOXKHUIIEL U3 IIEPBOT0 JEeCATKa, BO3MOXKHO, OHU CMOT'YT IIPOXKUTH [JOJIBIIIE,
II0TOMY YTO OHU [AOYEPU U3 3HATHOIO poma".

OmHako CeMbU TPUALIATH HANOXKHULL, TaKUX XKe, KaK 51, HEAOCTAaTOYHO MOTYIIECTBEHHHI, YTOOH
o0ecreynTh UX BCeM HeoOXOmUMEIM B FIMIIepaTOPCKOM [iBOpLe. X TepPUTOPUHU PACIIONIOKEHE
HeZfaneKo OT TPaHUIlE], B CEJIbCKOM MeCTHOCTU. Moe nojioxeHue ObUIO BHIIE, U Oaromapsi 3TOMy 5
MOT'Y CIIOKOMHO XUTh B YeJUHEHUN.

4 He X0ouy uATH Ha 9TOT Ga!

4 pevicTBuTENbHO He X04y unTu! Ho g He MOria 0TKa3aThCs OT IPUTTIAllleHNsI, OTIPaBIEeHHOT 0
HWmMnepatopoM.

CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I OosTany, moKa CTPUTJIN U 3aBHUBAJIX MOU 30JIOTUCTO-PBI2KKE BOJIOCHI:

— 4 crnpliana, 9YTO ceronHs Ha ObUI IPUTJIallieHkl TOJIHKO [IBEe APyTHe HaJIOKHUIIB, HO
BaM [eMCTBUATENBHO oBe3yo! Jlequ OmeTTa CMOXKeT yBUAETh Ero BeTM4eCcTBO TUYHO!

— OH Bcerpa Ha 1ojie 6051, ¥ s CIIBIIIaNa, YTO OH ITOCTOSTHHO HOCUT MAcCKy, flaxke KOrja HaXOUTCS B
ViMmepaToOpCKOM [IBOPIlE, IIOTOMY 4YTO OIlacaeTcs MOKyIIeH:us. HUKTO He 3HaeT, KaK OH BBITJIAUT,
KpoMe ero OnuKauiiero IoMOIIHUKA!

— O, KakK 4 BaM 3aBUAYyo!

— Torpma ugy Tyga BMECTO MeHs!

4 3amnakana u 3aKphila raasa.

Bot kak. Bo3M0XHO, TOTOMY, YTO OHa He 3HaJla, KaK BHIIAAUAT MMnepaTtop, JIugus, HOMKHO OBITh,
nocraBana FOpu Cuny, He 3Has, 4To uMneparop Habmomaet. O, 4To Ke MHe fenath? YTo, ecnu s
BOPYT COBepIy OIKMOKY, Haxe eciu Oyoy ocTOpoxkHA? A uTo, eciu s HaBpexy FOpu CuHe U MeHs
yOBIOT Ha MecTe?

¢4 He 3HAIO, CMOTY JIU S BEPHYTHCS U3 POMaHa, €CIM YMPY 3[eCh, MJIK HaBceraa morubHy. [JomKHa 1
sl IPUTBOPUTHCS OOJTBHOM, CKa3aTh, YTO MHE HEOXKHUAAHHO CTAJIO MJI0X0?

— 3HaeTe, KaXeTcs, Y MéHSA HEMHOT'O OOJTUT TOJIOBA.

— O, s gymaio, 3TOT pyOuH OB TsKeTEIM. Tora 5 yKpally Ballli BOJIOCH I[BETaMU BMECTO
yKpaueHuil. Perna, roe po3a?



— Ia, BoT, Bo3bMH! B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Jiean OmeTTa KCI0Ib3YEeT TOILKO JIVUINNe YKPALIeHHS,
II09TOMY, 5T AyMalo, YTO OHa He 3aX04YeT HOCUTh TaKue pyOMHEI. MBI MaXke He 3Ha/IX 9TOTO, HO B
oynymem st 6ymy 60j1ee BHUMATENTbHO IOOXOAUTh K BEIOOPY YKpPAIeHUH,

Hert, pa3Be Mbl He MOXKeM IIPOCTO 3a0bITL 00 3TOM? f X04y ymacTs B 00MOpOK! {1 cMoTperna Ha
CIy2KaHOK, KOTOpEIe 60/ITamy 0 TOM 0 ceM 06e3 yMOnKy. MMnepaTopcKue TOPHUYHBIE TOIKHE, B
IPUHINIE, CIIyLIAaThCS BCeX HaJIOXKHUL U uMieparopa. OgHaKo, B OTJIMYMeE OT APYTUX HAJIOXKHUILI,
KOTOPHIE YIPaBIAI0T CBOUMHU 00pa3aMy, Ieapo OfaprBasi CIyKaHOK, YTOOH! T0Ka3aTh ce0s ¢
Jydlley CTOPOHE, 1 XKWUjla TUX0 B 3aKOyJIKaxX UMIIEPaTOPCKOr0 OBOPLA.

3a UCK/TIOUEHHEeM CIIYKaHOK, KOTOPBIe BOBPEMS JOCTABIISIOT IPEeOMEeTHl IIePBOM HEOOXOOUMOCTH,
TeX, KOTOPBIe [OIKHbI OBIJTA ITOMOTaTh B YOOPKe, HUKTO He BUOEJ MEHS B TeYeHUe IOCIIeIHUX TPex
JIeT, KpOMe TOTO pa3a, Koraa S BIepBhle Ipuilia B MMmnepaTopckui aBopell. Co BCEMU Melo4aMHu 5
CIIpaBIsijiach caMa. YOOpKa, MIPUTOTOBJIEHNE IHUIIH, CagoBOACTBO. UTO X, 9Ta paboTa OTBIIeKana
MEHS OT TPYCTHBIX MBICTIEX U OT GOPHOLI 3a BIACTh MEXAY HalOXKHUIIaMU. BEIJI0O HEJIOBKO CMOTPETh
Ha CITy?KaHOK, KOTOphle TaK OTKPOBEHHO CTapaluCh YTOOUTh TOU, YTO yKe TPH rofia He Mojydasa
mpurnaiieHue ot MimmepaTopa, U He BhI3bIBajla HUKAKOr0 HHTepeca. OTO TOXKEe 3J0POBO.

4 3akamngnach, MoHUMas, YTO He MOTY OCTaBaThCS CIIOKOMHOM, ¥ HEBOJIbHO BOCXUTHUJIACH, YBUEB
CBOE KpacHuBOe OTpaxKeHHe B 3epKajie TyaJeTHOT0 CTONKUKA. B mypmypHOM, 60TaTO YKpaIIeHHOM
I1aThe TOf I[BET MOUX I'JIa3, @ MOM CBETJIO-PhIXKHKE BOJIOCH, CJIerKa HUCIa[aloIIKe BOTHAMU, ObLIH
3aKOJIOTHI 3@ JIEBBIM YXOM M YKpAIIeHbl KPACHOM PO30H.
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