I9#BY OKKUHYJ IPUEMHYIO ITOCJIe IMYHOM BCTPEYH C UMIIePaTOpPOM uMiepuu JInHauc. 3aTeM, yXoms,
OH TIPOIIIeJI TI0 MTPOCTOPHBIM, POCKOILIHEIM KOPUIOPaM KOPOJIEBCKOTO ABOpIia. [leopTe C PagoCThio
YIOBJIETBOPHII €0 MPOCkOy; 3TO OBIJI0O HEYTO TAaKOe, YTO MOTEHIIMAIBHO MOIJIO CTaTh
KOHTHUHEHTAIbHOM IIP06IeMo, HO MMIIepPaTop cornacuics 6e3 maneunnrero koneOauus. s 9By
3TOr0 OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO.

«Cap [s1iBu, PunHEe mogyMbIBaeT O JaJbHEUIIEM pacCiefOBaHUN».

" PaccnemoBaTh?

«HacyeTt cTuMymnsiuu 000HSTeIbHBIX U BKYCOBHIX CEHCOPOB PuHHE...»

«$1 mo3BosI0 TeOEe CHECTh BCE, YTO THI 3aX0Yelllhb, TIOCIIe TOT0, KAaK Ml YHIEM».

" PunHe, 9 gyMaio, 4To (PMHaHCOBOE TOJI0KEeHNe capa [I31BU xopolilee. PUHHe HUYEro He BeIpaXkara,
HO T'0JIOC Y Hee OB CIeTKa B3BOJTHOBaHHEIN. OHa Oblla B XOPOIIIEM HACTPOEHUH.

«Ho cHavana MBI HOTKHEl KOE-UTO IIPOBEPUTH, MIPEXKIE YEM OTIIPABUMCS».
«Punne. TpebyeTcs nmogpodHOe 00BsICHEHKE. »

[3¥BY MPHUITYPUIICS ¥ TpoModaj. OH IeHCTBUTEIBHO BCTPETUI CIIACEHHOTO MajIbYHKa 110 CTEYEHUIO
00CTOSATEJILCTB.

II91iBM IPOCTO TOTHAJICSA 3a OaHmoM, KoTopas 060Kpasa ero, 4ToOH II0Ka3aTh UM, KaK Ha CaMOM feJie
yCTpOoeH MUp, 0e3 KaKux-11u00 CKPHITHIX MOTUBOB. KaKOBHI OBbIJIX IIIAHCH Ha TO, YTO OH CIIACEeT KOro-
TO, KTO MOT OBITh KaKMM-TO 00pa30M CBsi3aH ¢ HuM? KakoBa Obljla BO3MOXKHOCTb BCTPETUTH
MaJIbuYMKa, KOTOPHIH, Ka3ajI0Ch, OBITT C 3eMJTH, U3 COBEPIIEHHO APYTOro MUpPa, KOTOPHIH GBI U3 €T0
npoiuioy xku3Hu? Cearas [JadHa He MOKIOHANACh bBory, HO OHa OIpefeIeHHO Bepuia B ONHY BeEIlb:
HUYTO B MUPE He IIPOUCXOOUT 6e3 IPUYUHLL ¥ YTO TAKOTO IOHSTHS, KaK COBIIAfleHNE, HE CYIIECTBYET.

9710 610 3a0aBHO, HO ecy OBl 3TOT MaJIbYUK OeHCTBUTENILHO OB CBI3aH C HUMHU, 3TO OLLIO O
HETIPOCTHIM feT0M; [[9¥BY HYKHO OBIZIO 3TO TPOBEPHUTH.

9710 OBLIO TOTHA...

«Xa!» [IauBu cxBaTuil PUHHE, KOTOpas CiaefoBajia 3a HUM C CUSIOLIMM BhIpaXKeHueM JIulla, 1
MT'HOBEHHO BBICBOOOMMII CBOIO MaHY.

970 OBIN 5-1 KPYT, Marudeckoe 3akauHaHue 0e3 Budyanusauuu. Kak Toabko oHU ¢ PuHHE
PacTBOPUIIKCH B Bo3ayxe, [[91iBU yBULEN OEBYILIKY, TOPOILINBO OeryIlyio C APYyToi CTOPOHEL 3aja.
Br110 OB HEMHOTO 00pEeMEeHUTENBHO, €CNIU OBl OH CTOJIKHYJICS C Hed. [[91BU yKe COBEPIINT KOe-4To
HETIPUJINYHOE, TI03TOMY OH He XOTeJl CBSI3bIBaThCS C Hel fasblile; 9TO ObII0 OBl II0X0XKe Ha TO, YTO OH
rpemut, TeM 6osiee YTO AeByIIKa Oblyia g0 IIYIOCTA MUJION TPUHIIECCOH.

2KectoMm npukasaB cOuTOM ¢ TONKy PuHHE Mom4aTh, [I91BU CIIOKOWHO TTOM0KOaJ, II0Ka IIPUHIIecca
IPOUIeT MUMO HUX.

HeBymky 3Banu Aspusi Inb Jlunauc. OHa 6exasna ORICTPO, IIHIXTS U OTAYBasCh, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO

obnagana (l)I/IBI/I‘-IeCKI/IMI/I CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHM SBGPOHIOHefI.

[Tocnemnus B IpueMHYI0, A3pus orisigenack ¢ 03a604eHHHIM BeIpaxkeHuneM uila. OHa 0CTaHOBUIIAChH
TOJIBKO TOTMa, KOT{la OKa3asach psgoM ¢ HuM. OHa nmpobopMoTana: "



Ero 3amax... 9To onpeneseHHO MPsSMO 30eCk."
«0O 6oxe. 5 3HAN, YTO y 3BEpPOIIOfel xopoiiee 000OHSHUE, HO...»

Y 3Bepomniofeit 060HSHKE OBITI0 TOPa3o JyUllle, YeM Y JIIofiel, XOTS U He TaK0e 0CTPoe, KakK y KOIIeK
uny co0ak. Marust HeBUTUMOCTH Obllla BCETO JIUIIh IIOMEX0M 3PEHUI0; OHA MOTJla CKPHITE [131BU, HO
He MOTJIa CKPBITh €r0 3alax.

I9#BY MIHOBEHHO TIOMSITAIICS OT A3puu, KOTOpasi MPUKpPEIBaia HOC ¥ PoT. OHa OTJIsifesnach co
cle3aMH Ha rja3ax.

T... Baire BricouecTBO! THl He MOXKeIllb Tak OeraTh 1Mo gBopiy!"
«Openpa... O 3mech... OH OB 37I€Ch.»
"OH yXKe BEpPHYJICS B CBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO

. "Her... Trl 3Haels, Kak TPYAHO OBbIIO C HUM BCTPETUTHCA?! d He MOTY IIPOCTO OTIIYCTUTH €T0, faxke
He IIONpOoLIaBIIKCh!" A3pusa HaxXMypuiace, U Cle3bl IOKaTUIUCH 110 ee jauly. OHa cganachk TOJIBKO
II0CJIe TOT0, KaK [[91BU CKPBLI CBOM 3allax, BEIIYCTUB CBOIO MaHy, ¥ 3aCThIJI Ha MeCTe.

«JlaBauTe BePHEMCS, Ballle BEICOYECTBO. [IpHUIIIo BpeMs OPUHATh TBOE JIEKAPCTRO...»

«$1 mougy BCTPeYych C OTI[OM. 1 coOMpPaCh MOMPOCUTE €TI0 TIO3BOIUTH MHE CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS C
[TepBBIM MIPUHIIEM».

Aspus pemuTenbHO Mo0exkasa B IPUEMHYI0, B TO BpeMs Kak ee ¢ppeirHa dpeHaa MOCIEeIHO
IocjienoBasa 3a Hel.

«Punne. Borpoc. [Touemy 05l TeOe C Hell He TO3HAKOMUTHCS ?»

«3T0 IIPOCTO BHYTPEHHEE 9yTh€, HO MHOT A MOA MHTYUIINA NOBOJIBHO TOYHO CUTHAJIU3UPYET 00
OITaCHOCTH».

«Jlymato, 4T0 y capa [[91iBU IIJIOXON XapaKTep».
«Kpome 3T0ro, eCTh KO€-4TO0, UTO 51 XO4Yy IPOBEPUTH IPAMO Cerdac».

Iepxa PuHHe Ha pykax, [[91iBU BCKOUMII C 3eM/U. PuHHe OblyTa MaJIeHbKOM IeBOYKOM, HO BeCHja OHa
6omee 200 kunorpaMmoB. OMHAKO 3TO HEe OCTAHOBUIIO [I91iBM, TaK KaK OH OBIIT JOCTATOYHO CHJIEH,
4yTOORI yHIepkKarTh ee.

* % x

«OH CIIOKOEH?»

«[la, IPOIINI0 COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHU C TEX IOP, KaK OH IIPOCHYJICSA. Y HEro ObUIM CUTIbHEIE
CYHOOpOTH, KOT{Ia OH BIIEPBEIE TPOCHYIICS, HO KOmuc 5-ro Kitacca CHOBa IOTPY3uIa €ro B COH C
TIOMOIIIBIO MATWK», - CKa3aja AeXypHas TOpHUYHAS.



IaviBu 6e3 KonebaHWit OTKPHIT IJIOTHO 3aKPHITYIO ABEPh. B TEMHOM KOMHATE OH MOT BUIETH
MaJburKa, Jiexkallero Ha KposaTu. OH yCJBIIAN, KaK MaJbyuK 3aCTOHAN: «AX... Ax, MaMa... MaMma...»

Ia¥BM 3aKer POCKOIIHYIO JTaMITy U3 KaMHS MaHa ¥ MOJOLIeN K MaJlbYMKYy, YbH I'jla3a BCKOpe
pacnaxHynuch, Korga [[a¥Bu rpy6o BCTPSIXHYI €T0, YTOOB pa30yauTh.

«I'me 9T0... A?!» Manb4yuK MIKXPOKO PACKpPHII I'1a3a U TyT XKe BCTall.

Marnbyuk OBbLIT He €IUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OBIIT YOUBIIEH; J:[3ﬁBPI TO3Ke ORI YOUBJIEH, TdK KdK MaAJIbYUK
IIPOAOJIZKAJI CIIaTh, KOI'Da OH TOJIBKO ITOABHUIJICA.

«A... Aaa!!» Manb4uk BCKPUKHYJI OT YOUBJIEHNUS, KOrfa [[31BU CXBaTUII €0 3a IIKUBOPOT.

[3¥BY momXKeH OBUI YCIIOKOWTh ManlbyiKa, MHa4Ye y Her0 CHOBA MOTJIM HadaThCs mpunanku. Ho
IPSIMO Cefyac y Hero He OblI0 MPUYKH 3aAyMBIBAaThCS O CUTYaI[Uy C ManbuuKoM. OH IIPOCTO CKa3all:
«Bo3bMu ce0s1 B pyKH, 4yBaK».

Korga HSfIBPI YIPOXKalIle YCTAaBUJICA Ha HEro, JepPzKa 3d HIMBOPOT, MaJIbYUK B IMIOKE PACIOIUPHUIL
T'Ta3a.

"xopoiro. JJaBaiiTe COXpaHUM 3TO B TaliHe, TaK KaK Celyac BCe OTOLIXAlOT, - CKa3asl [I9#BH, COejaB
rny6okuii BOox. OH cjlerkKa B3MaxHYJI PyKOH, ¥ ToIy0as MaHa IIOTEKJIa 0 ero maibilaM. Ero MaHa
pacTeKasach BOKPYT.

Marnbyuk nmocMoTpen Ha [[31BU IIUPOKO PACKPHITEHIMU TNla3aMu. OH He 3HaJ, 4To caenan 3By, X0Ts
3T0 OBITIO BCETO JIUIIL OUEeHb IPOCTOE 3aK/IMHAaHKe, YIaBIuBalollee 3BYK.

«$1 HayloXu/ Ha HaC Maruyeckoe 3aKJIMHaHUE 3BYKOBOTO Oapbepa. Tenmeps HUKTO, KPOMe Hac, He
MOXKeT CJIBIIIATh Halll pa3roBop". [I31BU OTIIYCTUII OLIEVHUK MaJlbyiKa. 3aTeM OH CXBATUJI CTYJ U
ceJ, Kak 6ynTo ato 6bi1 gonpoc. OH crpocun: "Xopoito. f gyMaio, 4To uMelo IIpaBo 3aflaTh BaM
HECKOJIPKO BOIIPOCOB, TIOCKOJIbKY § CIlac Bac. Y Te0s C 3TUM KaKue-TO MpoOaeMbi?"»

Y manbuuk, u [[91BYU ObUIM IPUMEPHO OOHOM BO3PACTHOW T'PYIIIH], HO [[31BH, KOTOPHIN OB POCTOM
6onee 180 caHTUMETPOB, OB HAMHOTO KPYyIIHEE MaJiburKa, KOTOPHIi, Ka3anoch, Ovi 61rxke K 160
CaHTUMETpaM.

«H—nHerT...»

«JIapHO. BB, HABepHOE, yoUBIEHEl. Baiie umsa?»
«9T10 Kan My Xek...»

«BospacTt».

«II—I1aTHapuath...» [lopaxxeHHsd My-XeK, KOTOPHIY C TPEBOI'OU CMOTpe1 Ha [131BH, YCTABUJICS B
I10JI, KOTia TOT OTBETHII.

«Xopouro, muctep Kan My Xek. [laBaiiTe Cepbe3HO IIOTOBOPUM».
«9M...»
«4TO?»

«THL... KOpeen?»



My-XexK BHITTISIAEN CMYIIEeHHBEIM, YTO OBIJIO TIOHSTHO. [[91BU SIBHO He OBIJI IT0X0XK Ha TUIIUYHOTO
KOpeulla. B neHTpalbHOU ¥ BOCTOYHOU YaCTSAX KOHTUHEHTA XKUJI0 MHOTO JIF0[el, KOTOPhIEe BITJISAAENN
KaK CMecCh 3allaffHO¥ ¥ BOCTOYHOU 3THUYECKUX I'PYII. ITO O3HAYaso, 4To B [I3UBU TakXkKe
COuYeTalNCh 3allafHble ¥ BOCTOYHEIE YepThl. TakuM 00pa30M, JIIOY C IIEPBOTO B3TIsAa He TOLyMall
Ob1, 4TO OH KOpeell. [IpobneMa 3aKiodanach B TOM, 4To [[911BU rOBOPUII Ha SI3bIKE, KOTOPOTO
MaJIb4¥K [0 CUX IIOP He CJIBIIIAJ B 9TOM MUpe: KOPEUCKOM.

«Hert, g mecTHBIH. TH?» - OTBETHUI [I91BH.
«4... u3 Kopeun...»
I2iiBu TT0uyBCTBOBAJI cebs elre 6oyiee COUTHIM C TONKY IIPSIMOUHEMHBIM OTKPOBEHUEM MaJlbuMKa.

OpmHako 3To OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO, TOTOMY 4TO My XeK oInpefie/IeHHO BHITJISIAEN KakK a3uaT. Torga Obia
eIUHCTBEHHAs MPUYKMHA, KOTOPYIO [[91BU MOT MPUAYMATh AJIST CBOETO IIPUCYTCTBUS 3[€Ch.

«3T10 yemnyxa. TeopeTHYeCKH, KUBOE CYIIIECTBO HE MOXKET IIyTeIIeCTBOBATh IT0 Pa3HEIM MUPAM C
TIOJTHOCTBIO HETIOBPEeXKIEHHHIM GU3NYEeCKUM TeJIoM. HeT, upest 0 TOM, YTO JKUBOU YeJI0BEK
IIyTeIIecTBYeT B APYroi MUP, HEBO3MOXKHA B IIepBYyI0 ouepenb.Ilepcepk OB BCTPEBOXKEH, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO 3HAJI, YTO 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, M3-3a [I9#iBu. B Mupe ObIJI0 MHOTO HEM3BECTHOT'0, ¥ UMEHHO
I09TOMY faxe [[31BKM He MOT IPUUTH K OIIPEeNeIeHHOMY BEIBOTY.»

ITo mHeHwuto [191iBH, eTro 00JIbllle HHTEPeCcoBaso, IT0YeMy MalbuuK MOTall CIofia, a He Kak. HuuTo He
TPOUCXOAUT 6e3 mpuuuHLL. Bonee Toro, ecnu 661 My-XeK meiCTBUTENBHO MyTEIIeCTBOBA 10
u3MepeHusM, [[91BY MPHUIIIOCH OB 0TKA3aThCS OT BCEX OOBIYHBEIX THIIOTE3.

«boxecTBeHHAas BOIL...»

He 05110 HUKAKOTO CI10c00a ONPENeNuTh, NeHCTBUTEIIBHO JIU CYIIECTBOBAIO H0KECTBEHHOE
IIPUCYTCTBUE, HO 003KECTBEHHAs BOJIS, BLICIIAS CUJIa, HECOMHEHHO, CyllecTBOBaja. M 310 6su1a Ob
eIUHCTBEHHAs CUJIa, KOTOpas Moriyia Obl COTBOPUTE UTO-TO HACTOIBKO HEBEPOSITHOE. ITO 03HAUYAJIO,
YTO CYyIIeCTBOBaJIa OmpeeieHHas IIPUYMHA, TI0 KOTOPOH Maslb4YMK IIPHUIIE]T CIOfa.

Yke ObITIO Hejerno, 4YTo abCoMI0THO 3M0POBLIM KOPeel! IoIall B APyroe U3MepeHue, U 3TO faxe He
IPUHUMAas BO BHUMAaHKE TOT (aKT, YTO YeJI0BEK, 0 KOTOPOM MIET Peyb, CTOJIKHYJICS C [[9WBH.

[a¥BY OB TOTOB IIOCIIOPUTH Ha BCE CBOE COCTOSIHUE U Ha CBOIO IIPABYIO PYKY, YTO 9TO HE MOTJIO OBITH
IIPOCTBHIM COBIIaIEHUEM.

[Tpousorien 60JbIIOH TOTOK COOBITUM, KOTOPOMY HE MOTJIa IIPOTUBOCTOSITH BOJISI KUBHIX JTIOfIEeH; B
PENUTHSX 3Ty YEPTOBY IITYKY Ha3hIBAIA OMHUM MMEHEM:

«3... 9M! Tl MOXKelIb BepHYTh MeHs oMmoi?! BepHo?! ... 1 Kak pa3 cobupasnach oMo, HO MHe
3ax0TeJIoCh cmarTh... M 3areM... Fxxk... 9T0...»

Coutnii ¢ Tonky, My XeKk BHe3alHO BCTas ¢ 6yemHbIM nuiioM. OfMHAKO OH CIIOTKHYJICS, KakK OyOTo
CIIOTKHYJICS O CBOIO HOTY MJIM YTO-TO B 9TOM pope. OH 3akpuyan: «[loxamyicra... [ToxkamnyiicTa,
otBe3u MeHs noMoii! Xen! IToxanyiicra! MHe He HyXKHO HUYero nogo06Horo! MHe He HyXKHEL
nofoOHble Bemy U3 GunbMoB U KHUT! [ToxkKanyiicTa, 0TBe3u MEHS TOMOM!»

My-Xek BHITISIieNI KpalHe 0TYasBIIMMCS ¥ 3allaHMKOBABILIKM, XBaTasACh 3a LITaHH [131BHU. Ka3anocs,
YTO OH ONTyK7as B OMMHOYECTBE IIOCTIe TOT0, KaK IT0Ias B 3TOT MUp. [[3MBU He 3HAJI, YeM OH
3aHMMaAJICS [0 IPUXO0fia CIofla, HO Ha HEM Bce elre Obllia 00bIYHAs IIKOJIbHAS GpopMa.



A te1 Moxemb? XeH! [ToxanyiicTtal «My-XeK 3akpudas B OTYassHUU, KakK OyATO 0XKUOan
TI0JIOKUTEIBHOTO 0TBeTa.»Mosi MaMa... Mos Mama Oynet Gecrokouthest 000 MHe! TToxkanyiicta, T
[OJI2KeH CIacTH...

My-Xek BHE3aIHO IIPHUKPHIT POT PYKOH U ¢ G6JIeIHBIM IUIIOM Hadasl faBUTHCS. [[91BU HEMeEOJIEHHO
BBICBOOOIMII CBOIO CBSITYIO CUJIY U IIOJIOKWJI PYKY Ha CIMHY MaJjibulKa, HO ellle [0 TOro, KakK OHa
mocTturia ero, My-Xek pyxHys U ITepeBEPHYJICS, Kak OyATO MOTEPSST CO3HAHMUE.

«4to Takoe...?»
[Tepcepk HaxMypuscs, Habofas 3a 9TOM CTPAaHHOU CHTyaluel.
«B03M0kHO, OB1I0 OBl HETIJIOXO IIOTOBOPUTDL C HUM B IPYTOM pa3.»

[I311BY IOTEPSI Jap PeYu OT 3TOU Hellenmou cutyanuu: My-XeK TOJIbKO 4TO IOTEPSJI CO3HAHME IOCIIe
TOTO, KaK caM 3aKpuyas U B30eCHUIICs.
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