Manpyuk nopouren K A3puu ¥ TUXO CIPOCU: «TBl HeCYacTHA?»

HaxkoHeI-To BCTPETUBILIKUCEH C HUM TMYHO, A3pHUs yCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO CHU3Y BBEPX, Jaxke He IOgyMaB
IPUKPHITE IHU10. Korga oHa BCTIOMHMIIA O CBOEH y2KaCHOM BHELTHOCTH, TO OBICTPO CXBaTHUia Macky.
OpHako Kak pas Iepef TeM, KakK OHa ycliella HafleTh MacKy 00paTHO Ha JIAI0, MaJIbuUK CXBaTUTI €€ 3a
PYKY U cka3an: «Thl 0e#CTBUTENIbHO X0Yellh BOT TaK yOexXaThb?»

«II... [loxanyucTa, OTIYCTH... H...»
«TBI MOKeITh IPOAOJIKAaTh n30eraTb 3TOro?»

"Tel IPSAMO 37€Ch... f Tak nerko Haien Teb6s..." Ckasana Aspusd c TIy00KOU Iedasbio B rojoce. OHa
OITyCTHJIa TOJIOBY ¥ 3aKphlla JINLIO APYrod pyKou. "4 aToro He menart... 4 He xoTen Tebe 3TO
noka3eBaTh!! [To KpaitHel Mepe, He O Tebs..."

Manbpuuk YXMBIJIBHYJICA B OTBET Ha OTHASHHYIO MOJ'II:6y A3pI/II/I

AC—)pI/IH X0TeJla IMOKa3aTh MAaJIbYUKY CBOIO €CTECTBEHHYIO CYIITHOCTD. OnHa He x0TeJjla IT0Ka3kIBaTh eMy
9TO Y2KdCHO HeCHaCTHOE JIUIO0, HO Ty CBETJIYIO U HEIIOPOYHYIO BHEIITHOCTh, KOTOPAAd Onlna Yy Hee,
KOTZla OHa OblIa MOJIOXKE; Ty CaMYIO0 BHEIITHOCTH, KOTOPaA 3aCTaBJidlIa JIIOMEeN BOJTHOBATHCS, BUIS, KaK
OHa pacCLBETET.

Ho Bor a6comoTHO MPOUTHOPHUPOBAT ITokKeTaHus Aspun. [loueMy ee 0TBpaTUTeNIbHOE 00HAXKEHHOE
JUI0 OBIJIO OTKPHITO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT]a OHA BCTpeTusa ero? I[Touemy bor oTHsN y Hee ToO
MaJieHbKOe XKeJlaHue, Ha KOTOpoe OHa TakK Hafiesnach?

KpacHornasblit Maab4uK IIOCMOTPEI Ha A3PUIO TEIJIBIM B3TJIIA0M, KOTOPOT0 A3pusi HUKOTIa paHbIIIe
He BUfena. B ero B3rnsme He OBUIO HY KallJIi OTBpallleHNs. 3aTeM OH CKa3asl: "9To afgckas 601e3Hb, g
IOMOT'y Tebe BBIJIEUUTH ee

n "AX n
" Tebe HEUETO TEPSThH. TH X0UEIb JOBEPUTHCS MHE, XOTSI OBl B 3TOT pa3?

naps Ha yneIOKY Manb4yuKa, A3pus Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs JIMIIUJIACh flapa PeYH.
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<<Hp0CTI/I MeHS... 3a TO, YTO s IT0Ka3as Tebe Takoe OTBPATHUTEJIbHOE JIUIO...» ASpI/IH pO6KO
N3BHHUJIACH.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha U3BUHEHUS, [[3MBY MPAKTUKOBAJICS MOAIEPKUBATH CBOI0 MaHY B
onpeneneHHOU GopMe, KOHLIIEHTPUPYS €€ Ha KOHYMKaX IasbleB, a 3aTeM oTnycKad. OH mo3Ba:
«IIpunnecca Aspus».

«Ja... Ja?!»

"f1 Bunen OeCcUYUCIIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO APYTUX JIfofiell B Xynued dopme, ueM Th". I[TocKonbKy Aspust
Mos4ania, [[9#Bu TpogoKui: "HYeCcTHO TOBOPS, B 9TOM HET HUYETo YOuBUTeNbHOr0. CunTai, 4To Tebe
1I0BE3J10. B 0OBIYHOM CHUTyalldX BHI OBl y2K€ YMEPJIU OT HEMPUSITHLIX CUMIITOMOB U IIOCTOSTHHOTO
KAl KPOBbHO."

O06s13aHHOCTBIO Bpaya ObIIO YCIIOKOUTH IMaI[MeHTa, KOTOPOT'0 OH JIEYUJI. ITO JOJIXKHO OBIJIO OBITH
00513aHHOCTBIO 6apoHa ['0OpHEO, TOCKOIBKY UMEHHO OH MPUOKLT B UMIIEPHI0, YTOOH JIEUUTh A3PHIO.



OpnHako €My HMYero He YOaJIOCh COEeJIaTh C TeEM COCTOAHHUEM, B KOTOPOM OHa ceryac HaXOOUNIaCk.

C ee 3/IeMEHTAIMCTCKOM 9HEePTUel, YHUKATbHEM (QU3NIECKUM COCTOSTHHEM ¥ PA3HOBUOHOCTHIO
BHPYCA, KOTOPHIHM OHA HOCHJIA B TeUEHHUE MJINTEJILHOTO BPpeMeHHU, ASPHI0 Hellb3sl OBITIO0 BRIIEUUTD C
TIOMOIITBIO JIeKapCTB. [9#iBu 3Ha 00 9aToM (akTe.

T'unokpusi, BoruHa MemULIKHEL, KOTOpas paccka3aa [[3iBu 00 3Toi 00JIe3HH, CKa3ajia eMy 00 9TOM C
TOPBKOM YITEIOKOI.

HukTo He GBI COBEPIIIEHEH, ¥ 9TO TaKXkKe OTHOCHUJIOCH K JIHIleMepui0. XOTs, 3TO IpaBaa, uTo [[9iBu
HAy4HUJICS aJlbTePHATUBHOMY METOMY JieueHus Oarogaps 3TOMY YPOKY.

Ia¥BM MOT BUAETh MOPIIMHUCTYIO KOXKY A3puUu Ha ee JuIle. 3aTeM OH OCTOPOKHO PaCCTETHYI
onexnay, Kotopas Oblla IJIOTHO 00EPHYTa BOKPYT €€ IIeX U PYK, U CHSJ C Hee IepYaTKi.

Aspus B3OPOTHYJIA OT TOT0, Kak GRICTPO meicTBoBa [19iBu. OHA IMHITANach COENIaTh BCE, YTO B €€
CHJIaxX, YTOOBI TPUKPHITHCS.

3ameTuB 6ecrokoucTBO Aapuw, [131BY MOTIAAHII ee 10 TOJI0Be U 000psIIolne cKa3asl: «BeposiTHO,
Tebe OymeT TPYIHO IIOBEPUTH B MEHS, TOCKOJIBKY ITOIBITKA JIEUEHHUS Y2Ke OJHAaXKIbl ITPOBAJIUIACh...
9TO JleyeHue 3auMeT OKOJIO ABYX-TPeX JHeU. A II0Ka He TepSU BEPHL B TO, UTO Thl MOXKEIIIb
TIOIIPABUTHCS».

«TBI MOXKEIIIb... TH IeMCTBUTEIIBHO MOKEIIb BEIIEYUTh MEHS?!» DUPHUS OTUasTHHO 3aKpuYaa.
I2iiBu KUBHYI. «THl 00513aTEIbHO BLIIEUHINBCS, €CNTH OyIelIb COXPAHSITh BEPY 10 CAMOI'0 KOHIIa».
K, 0»

Aspus Momnda ycTaBuiaach Ha [I91iBH, 3aTEM MeJIEHHO KMBHYJIA.

«ToI Oymenb HOBePSATh MHE?» - CIIPOCHUJT [[91BH.

«f1 Tak u cpenato. fd goBepsito Tebe, - 0OTBeTUIA A3pus.

«Torma cnagkux CHOB Ha Ba OHS, Ballle BLICOYECTBO. 3aMETHB PEIIMMOCTEb A3puu, [[9#BH YIBIOHYIICS
Y YCHIIU ee OBICTPHIM YKOJIOM B aKyNyHKTYPHYIO TOYKY. 3aTeM OH MOJT4a ITOJIOKUII TTaIbIlbl €M Ha
€10 ¥ Havyajl U3MePSATh MyJIbC.»

Kak pas B 9TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATy BOexKaJl CTapuK C HACTOMYKUBHIM KPUKOM: «Aapus!!»
KoponeBckue prlllapu OCIEN0BaIN 38 CTAPUKOM U OKPYKUIU [[91UBH.

PunHe, KoTOpas BCce 3TO BpeMsl Mo/I4ya CMOTpesia Ha [[31BU CHU3Y BBEPX, BCTaJla liepef HUM U
IpUrpo3usa phiapsam: «Punne. [Ipegynpexaennue. He mopxonu 6muxe.»

«YT... 4TO CIIy4usIOCh?!» YCIBIIIaB HOBOCTU O HEOXKUIAHHOM HECUYaCTHOM Cllydae, CTapUK IOCIIEIInJI
Ha MMOUCKY AspuH.

II9¥iBM HUKOTA B XKU3HU He BUIEJI CTApUKa, HO OH MOT OIPEeeIUuTh ero TMYHOCTh II0 UMIIEPATOPCKOM
KOpOHE U ofieXkMie. 3aTeM OH CIIOKOMHO cKa3asl: «OTabx abCcooTHO HeoOxonuM nanureHTy. C Moen
CTOPOHEI IEP3KO0 IIPOCHUTH, Ballle BEJIMUECTBO, HO, ITOXKATYHCTa, IIOIPOCUTE BaIllUX pPhIIlapei
OTCTYTIUTD.»



«Ybepute cBoM PYKHU OT ee BricouecTBa! OmuMH U3 pHIIJapeil MocTapiie BEICTYIIHII BIepe[ U
BEICBOOOMII 9HEPTUIO CBOETO KNMHKA. OH He cobuparscs cnymars [[9#Bu.»
4 xe roBopun Tebe He Kpu4aTh."

Hruopupys nogasneHHbd [KmuHOK Aypshl], [131BU CIIOKOWHO U3MEPUII IIYJIbC A3PUU C 3aKPHITHIMU
rna3amMu. 3aTeM OH CHOBa 00paTuics K HeMy: «Ballle BeTHYEeCTBOY.

«...KopomneBckue prIllapd MOTYT OTCTYIIUTHY.
— H-Ho, Baile BenuuecTBo!

«Aspus cniut. He co3pgaBaiiTe 6onblie mymMa U yxogute». CiioBa ObIIM TBEPABIMEU U IPOCTHIMH,
IIOTOMY 4YTO CTQpXK He XOTeJI CJIBIIIATh HUKaKUX BO3PakKeHUM.

Prirtapu ¢ 03a004eHHBIM BUIOM IT€PeBOUIN B3TJIAL ¢ [[91BY Ha [leopTe, ©MIlepaTopa UMIEPUU
Jlunpuc, u o0paTHO. 3aTEM BCe OHM MOT4a IOKJIOHUINCH U CPa3y Ke BHIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

«Jla obpetert [IByrnaseiii [Ipakon MMnepun 0eCKOHEYHYIO CllaBy. 1 MPUHOIIY U3BUHEHHUS 3a TO, YTO
IIPUBETCTBYIO BaC TakKuM 0O6pa3oM. OmHAKO s IIPOIIY Balllero MOHUMAaHMS, TOCKOJIBKY OT/IbIX aldeHTa
MMeeT pelamilnee 3HaUYeHUe».

«KTO THI TaKOU?»
«Mens 30ByT [131iBu O'PoBelin».
"Is1Bu... Tl TOT, KTO BeUIeuus "KpoBb geMoHa" u3 Koponescrsa Posau?"

«CMUpPEHHO, a. Y MeHs He OBIJIO IPyTroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK BMeIIaThCs MOCTIe TOTO, KakK s CTal
CBUIETEJIeEM HeCYaCTHOIO cllydasi Ha 0aHKeTe, Ha KOTOPOM MHE pa3pellniv IPUCYTCTBOBATh BMECTE
C Balei cBeTNIOCThI0.» CKa3aB 3TO CIOKOMHO, [131iB1 yOpas CBOM Haslblibl C meu Aspun. 3aTeM OH
IIOMHSII ee TJIaThe U pa3pesall ero naablaMy, BEIIYCTUB [Aypy].

«Kak Trl cMeelb!!» - cepauTo KpUukHYI uMnepartop Ieopre.

PuHHe mocmemnmia BMemaThcsi. «PuHHe, BHUMaHue. Eciu Thl mpuOnu3uinbCs emle pas, PunHe
BKJIIOYUT PEXKUM aTaKu.»

" PunHe, ocTaHOBUCH. OTCTynauTe, - puka3san [siBu. OH cpaldy XKe 3aMeTus1, Kak PuHHe
TIOTISITUIIACh CO CJIeTKa HeomoOpUTEIbHEIM BUIOM.

«Bapon 'opHeo, BePOSITHO, HE CMOT OBl BHIIEYUTD 3Ty 00JIE3HL», - MPOKOMMEHTUPOBaN [31BH.

I/IMnepaTop HeopTe OTBeTUI: «BCce UMEeHHO TakK, KakK Bbl CKa3alu. BOHpeKI/I €ro YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM,
4YTO OH CMOZKET BBIJIEUUTEL €€, OH He CMOI' BBIJIEYUTDH 00J1e3Hb ASpI/II/I.»

«3JTO HE ero BUHA, IIOTOMY 4YTO €€ BhICOYEeCTBO YHHUKAJIbHA.»

Wmmepatop [leopTe B II0Ke paciupui ria3a. OH ORICTPO CIPOCUT: «3HAYUT JIM 3TO, YTO BBl MOXKETE
BBIJIEUUTDH O0JIE3Hb A9pUu?»

" Ho ecTb 0HO yCIIOBUE.



IeopTe OBIT UMIIEPATOPOM UMITEpUHU. EC/T TOBOPUTH C HUM ITOAOOHBIM 00pa30M, TO OrOBOpPKa
MIOTEHINAJIbHO MOXKET CTOUTH [[31BU TOMOBHL. [[31BU 3HAJ 3TO, HO BCE PAaBHO He U3MEHUJI TOHA CBOE
peun. OH mompocu: «f Belleuwy 001€3Hb ee BHICOYECTBA 3a fBa AHS. OmMHAKO, OXKAIYICTa,
TIoJlapuTe MHE OUH U3 IPEeIMEeTOB, KOTOPhe OYOyT BHICTABIIEHH Ha 3aBTPAIIHUM ayKI[MOHY.

VimmepaTop [leopTe BHITTISAIEN HECKOJIBKO CMYIIIEHHBIM ITPOCh00# [[31BH.

"Ecnu s MOTEPIIo Heymayy... YTo X, s oTmam Tebe CBOIO TOJI0BY. - ['0BOpst yBepeHHO, [131iBu
CMOTpeJI IPsIMO Ha uMmnepaTtopa [eopre. OH CIOKOKHHO cripocuit: "YTo BE coOHMpaeTech aeaTh, Balle
Benu4ecTBO? [loxkanylcra, pemanre".

«3aKJII04aTh CAENKY 0 XXU3HU [I0YepH MPSIMO Ha I'/Ta3ax y uMIepaTopa...[[9iBu Toxe He XOTeJ 3TOr0
IenaTth, HO OH He MOT y4aCTBOBATh B ayKI[MOHE TEIeph, KOTMa Hayasl JIeduTh A3puio. YIyckaTh To,
YTO €My OBIJIO HYKHO [JIS JIeYeHUs IIPUHIIECCH], COBCEM HE CTOHIIO TOT0.»

Bckope nocie atoro umneparop [leopTe IPHHSN PeLIeHWE 0 TBEPAOM MIPEIOKeHUU [I9UBHU.
«xopotmo. Tsl foMKeH crnacTu ee. Het, moxany#icTta, cnacute ee. f cTaHy TBOMM aOCOJIIOTHBHIM
COI03HUKOM, K KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE CMOXKET IPUKOCHYTHCS, €CNIU A3PUs CMOXKET CHSITh CBOK0 MacCKy».
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BaHKeT, KOTOpHIH OB IPepBaH M3-3a BHE3AIMMHOM BCIIHIINIKY CBETA, Ha4aJiCs CHOBA. MMmnepus
JIvHOMCca JeMOHCTPUPOBaa CBOI TBEPOYIO PEIIMMOCTH MPOMOJIKAThL B TOM ke ayxe. bojee Toro,
cpenu 3HATH Hayal PacIPOCTPAHSTHCS CIYX O TOM, YTO IIPHUHI] B3 MaJIeHbKOT'0 KOPOJIEBCTBA Ha
BOCTOYHOM KOHTHHEHTE B3SJICSI BHUIEUUTD IMPUHIIeCCY A3puio 0T 60ie3Hu. Bce, KTO ©MeJ OTHOIIeHHE
K JIeJly, y2Ke 3HaJld 0 COCTOSTHUU A3PHUH, ITOTOMY 4TO 3TO OBIIO OUEBHUOHO 110 TOMY, YTO OHA HOCHJIA
MacKy, 4YTOOBI CKPHITh CBOE OTBPATUTENIbHOE JIUIIO.

" Bamwe BenmnuecTBO! A3pus He ella yXKe [OBa OHS U 10 KaKOU-TO IIPUYMHE IIPOCTO IIPOXOAUT 3TO
nedenue! Thl He MOXKeIIIb IIPOJOJIKATD 3TO AOMycKaTh!" AnbOepT, HaclIeqHBIN IPHUHI] UMIIEPUHU
JIMHOWC ¥ YeJl0BEeK, KOTOPHIY JTI00MIT ASpUI0 He MEeHbIlle UMIIepaTopa, PEIIUTEeIbHO HacTauBall Ha
atoM. O4eHb HEMHOTHE JIIOOU 3HaX 00 3TOM, HO AnbGepT OB OMHUM U3 TeX, KTO 3HaJl 0 TOM, YTO
IIPOU30IIIO HaKaHyHe BedyepoM. OH mob6aBui: "YTO y HETO eCTh TAaKOT0, YTOOHI BBl MOTJIA €MY
noBepsiTh?! Bapon I'opHeo Toxe moTtepren Heymauy! Trl Bumes, Kak oH obpatiaeTtcs ¢ Aspuei?! OH
BTHIKAET TOHKHE UTJIH B CTPAaHHEIE MEeCTa Ha ee Tene!"

«Anp6epT», - mo3Bai [leopTe.
" Bairre BenmuyecTBO! - HacTauBas Anp6epT.
«41 He cobuparCh MEHSITh CBOE PEILeHUEe».

YcnriiaB, HACKOIBKO TBePH uMIiiepaTop [leopTe B CBOeM pellleHUH, ANb0epT MOHSI, 4TO O0JIbIlle He
CMOXKeT ero mepeybenuts. OH mpomomxkan Monmyats. Mneparop [leopTe gOMyCTHII 3TO, IOTOMY YTO
YyeJIoBeK, TeYUBIINM A3pUIo, OB TEM 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM BHUIEUHII 9Ty YePTOBY 60J1€3Hb; eCu OBl
3TO0 OBIJIO HE TaK, OH OINpefie/IeHHO YTO-HUOYIb C 3TUM Cfelian Obl.

«B mo6om ciy4ae, THI pa300pascs ¢ ITUM?»
«Y MeHs HeT JoKa3aTeJIbCTB, but...it TOX0xKe, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C KOHCEPBATOPaMu».

['epuor JTioKcak ObLI OOHUM M3 KOHCEPBATUBHBIX IPEACTAaBUTENIEHM 3HATH, KOTOPHIN PEIIUTETEHO
oAAepKuBal JUCKPUMUHALIUIO JIIOel-3Bepel.



«Kak OH moCMeJI MOMBITaThCS UCIO0Th30BaTh Aspuio? be3spaccyaHo ¢ ero»
cTopoHH". "UTO HaMm ciefyeT genath?"

«CpenaiTe Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH HAWTH Ye0BeKa, KOTOPHIM CTaJl MPUYHUHOM 3TOT'0 HATJIOTO
MHIIMOEHTa. 3aCTaBb €ro MprU3HaAThCA BO BCeM. [lake YHUUTOXKEHUS [IeBATH OyAyIIKUX IIOKOJIEHUH 3a
IIPECTYIJIEHNE HeyBaXKeHUs K UMIIePaTopy UMIepuu JIMHOKUC HeJOCTaTOYHO.»

«4 mo3abouych 06 3TOM. U... HeCUACTHEIM CIy4al, KOTOPHIYA TPOU30IIIeNT BYepa B 0aHKETHOM 3aie...»

«OnyOnuKyiTe 3asBIEHNE 0 TOM, YTO Marn4eckui apTedakT BhHIIIEN U3 CTPOsS. Bbl cka3anu, 4To,
XOTS ¥ He 3HaeTe, YTO IIPOU30IIIO, BCce OBIIM OKyTaHbI IPKUM CBETOM, BEPHO?»

«ma. JJOJMKHBI TX MBI IIOATOTOBUTHCS K BO3MOKHOCTH Teppopa...»

«Hert, Bce B mopsgke». [Toce 9TOro XOIOTHOTO 3asBIeHUs uMiepaTop [eopTe O0bIe HUYETO He
ckasasn. OH MoJI4a iyMaJsl 0 TOM, YTO Bce OBIJI0 UMEHHO TakK, KaK CKa3aJl MaJlb4uuK; OH CMOT
OTIpefeuTh COCTOSTHME UMIepuu JIMHANC 10 KOPOTKOMY ITPOUCIIECTBUIO: JUCKPUMUHAIIKAS U
JKeCToKoe obpallleHue C JIIOObMHU-)KUBOTHEIMHE, a TaKXKe KOH(PIUKT MekKIOy KOHCEPBATOPAMHU U
nubepanamu.

OTOT UHIMIEHT BHTIAIEN KaK MOIBITKA KOHCEPBATOPOB IIOJOPBATh UMUK JTIO[eH-3Bepel 1 Cy3UTh
o01mecTBeHHOE MHeHMe 00 A3puu, 00HAPOIOBAB €€ BHEIITHOCTh BO BpeMsi COOpaHus IpefCcTaBUTeen
CO BCET0 MHpa.

«Kaxk 3a0aBHO».

Heopte ycmexuyncs; [[9iBu Obn HEOORYalHO OLICTP. TO OBIIO TOX0XKE Ha TO, YTO OH 3HAJI IPUYUHY
3TOr0 UHIUEHTA U JII0Jled, KOTOPhIe CTOAIM 3a HUM. XOTSI OH 3allepcs B CliajibHe A3pUU U IIPOBOAUII
C Hell CTPaHHEIE IPOLIeYPH], II0Ka OHA Craja.

«AnpbepT».

" Ila, Bare BemuyecTBO. ATbOEPT B3APOTHYJ OT BHE3AITHOTO OK/IUKa [[eopTe U B3TJISIHYNI Ha HETO.
«YT0 BRI TOYYBCTBOBA/IM, KOT[la YBULENU NIpAHLA []9UBU?»

«4l He TOHMMaI0, YTO BEl UMeEETE B BUAY...»

«TBl HU4YEro He I04YyBCTBOBAII?»

«MHe XaJb, Ballle BeIM4YECTBO...»

II5i1BY TOJTBKO YTO BKpPAaTIle BRICKA3asl IPeNooKeHue 0 IPUYUHE 3TOTO UHIUAEHTa, HO OHO
OKa3zaJjoch npaBaor. OfHAaKO TaKOT0 pofia CTpPaTery OBIIM IIMPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEHH B UMIIEPHH.
[TpuuwnHa, M0 KOTOPO# JleopTe MOIOKUI T1a3 Ha [[91BH, KPHIIACh B IPYTOM.
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