— He 3aX0[uT I 9TO CJIMIIKOM MlajIeK0? — moTpedoBaj oTBeTa FOMKKH, BEIPA3UTENILHO CKPECTHB
HOTY ¥ OTKUHYBIIKCh Ha CIIMHKY CBOET'0 Kpeca.

Ero noBeneHre M0OXKHO OBII0 OB paclieHUTh KaK HEBEPOSITHO Tpyboe, HO K 3TOMy MOMeHTY FOmxkuHa
3TO yKe HUCKOJIBKO HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

Ero BrI3BaI UMIIEPATOP.

OH He cTan OIIPaBOBIBATHCA.

W oH mpuién, Korga ero mo3Baii.

CuieHHa He COIIPOBOXKMAlla ero, TaK KaK UMIIepaTop BhI3Bas ToabKO KOmxkuHa. CeHHa pacCTPOUIIACS,
YTO e€ He B3SI7U C cO00i, HO Pelllua IMoKa CMUPUTHCS ¥ BEePHYJIACh B 0COOHSIK paHbIIIe HETO.

Bnepsrie npoBonuB CueHHy TakuM o6pa3oM, KOOKUH cell B KapeTy C phillapsamu u3 "Priapeit benoro
IlpakoHa".

Ho ¢ 9TOro MoMeHTa BCE TIOCTEIIEHHO CTaI0 CTaHOBUTHLCS BCE Oojiee u 60ee HECHOCHBIM.

YTo TAKOTO IJIOXOT0 B ITOE3KE B KapeTe, CIPOCUTE BHI? JTO ObINIO, 10 KpalHel Mepe, Ny4llle, 4eM
XOIUTH MEIIKOM, HO IpobiieMa 3akJjiodanack B TOM, YTO 3TO Obljla He IPOCTasi KapeTa.

OxHa OBITM CenHabHO 3aTOHMPOBAHEI TaK, YTO0B FOMXKUH HE MOT OTYETIIMBO BUAEThH, UTO
IIPOUCXOJUT CHapyxKu. Korma oHM exasu 10 TOPOJCKKM yIHIlaM, OH eIll€ MOT XOTs Obl CMYTHO BUETh
yepe3 OKHO, HO C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK OHU BheXa/Iu Ha TePPUTOPHIO ABopla, FOmXKWH HE MOT BUIETh,
YTO MPOUCXOOUT CHAPYXKH, U TAKKE HAYETO He MOT CJIBIIIATE.

Ecnu 3agymaTthest 06 9ToM, KOOKKUH MOT IIOHSITh, TOYEMY OHHU TaK IOCTYIIaJIH.

910 OB UMIIEPATOPCKUM OBOPEI], MECTO, Tie MpoxkuBasl Ero BenuuecTBo, caMblit
BBHICOKOTIOCTaBJIEHHBIM YEJIOBEK B 3TOM BEJIUKOU CTpaHe. [I09TOMYy BIIOJIHE JTOTUYHO, YTO 3[ECh
yIeJsiyii MpUCTalbHOe BHUMaHMe 0e301aCHOCTH M BCEMU CHJIaMM CTapaiuCh COXPAHUTh BCE B TalHe.

Omnako FOmxuH BCE paBHO CYUTAJ, YTO OHU IEePeGOPIIUIIH CO BCell 9TOM 0XpaHOM U CIIeKKOH.
Oco0eHHO TIOPA3uUIIO TO, YTO MTPOU3OIIIIO, KOTHA OH BHIIIEN M3 KapeThl. PHIIapH, 0KUABIINE eT0, C
Ype3BEIYAWHO BEXKJIUBEIMA MaHepaMH BPYYHIM eMy IIOBSI3KYy Ha Tia3a.

K atomy MomeHTy HKOmKuH OB y2K€ HACTOJIBKO CHIT 110 TOPJIO BCEM 3TUM, YTO TOJILKO Pa3fpakEHHO
bripkHyI. ZKesas y3HATh, KaK AajIeKO OHU HaMEPEHH! 3aiTH B 9TOM feJie, OH IIOCIYIIHO Hafles
TIOBSI3KY Ha IjIa3a.



EcTecTBeHHO, 3TO GBI He IPOCTasi MOBSI3KA Ha Ti1a3a. JTo OblI apTedakT, 3a4apOBaHHEIM
BBICOKOYPOBHEBHIMHU 3aKTuHaHUsAMU. OHA GJTOKMpPOBaa He TONBKO 3peHUe, HO U CIyX, O0OHSHYEe U
IPYTHe OPTaHbl YyBCTB, lazKe 3aCTaBIIsijIa ero TePSITh YYBCTBO HAIIPABIEHUS.

Ho, HecMoTps Ha 9T0, C y4éToM MacTepcTBa KOmKuHa B Maruu, OH MOT HECKOJIBKO IIPOTUBOCTOSITD U
CMSATYUTD €€ Bo3MeicTBre, HO KOMXKKUH He YyBCTBOBA HEOOXOOUMOCTH [ejaTh 3TO CPa3y XKe.

Ecmu OBl OH 3TO cHesnas, TO PHIIapPW KOPOJIEBCKOW rBapouy HaBePHSIKA 3aMeTUH Obl JBUXKEHHUE ero
r7a3 ¥ Havasu Obl ¢ HUM mpenupaTthes. XoTa FOmKMHY Ka3anoch, YTO Tak faleKo OHU, CKOpee
BCET0, HE 3aMIyT, OHU MOTYT OOBUHUTH €T0 B HEYBAXKEHUHU K UMIIEPATOPY UJIU [aXkKe MOJHSTH
00BHHEHHE 00 TOCYOapCTBEHHOM M3MEHHI, eCJT €T0 IIOUMAIOT Ha 9TOM.

[ToaToMy, HafieB MTOBSA3KY Ha I'Jla3a ¥ II03BOJIUB PHIIApsIM BecTu cebs 3a cobo, FOmK1H oka3ancs B
KOMHAaTe He B IIeHTPe KaKOI0-TO BEeJIMKOJIEIIHOTO 3ajIa, KaK OH IPeACTaBIIsaa cebe Jo TOro, KakK cell B
KapeTy, ¥ He 3a 00eeHHbIM CTOJIOM, 3aCTaBJIEHHLIM M3BICKAHHBEIMU [NeTUKaTeCcaMH, - 9T0 ObljIa maxke
He MPOCTasi FOCTHHAS.

9T0 OblIa MaJIeHbKas OJHWHOKasa KOMHaTa.

ToHOM, 10 KOTOPOMY OBIJIO HETIOHATHO, TPUKA3 9TO WK NTPoch0a, PHIAPHU BEJIEIN eMY CECTh Ha CTYII,
TIPUJIEINIeHHBHN K cTeHe. FOIXKUH OTYMHUIICS C OTIAaCHOM YIIHIOKOM.

—4d COBEPILINIT KaKO€e-TO HpeCTYHHeHI/Ie? — BEXKIINBO CIIPOCHUIL HOmoxuH.

IIo aToro MmomeHTa OmX1UH HU pa3y He CIOPUII C UX UHCTPYKImUaMu. OH Jaxe He 3afaBal HUKAKUX
BOIIPOCOB. [ocyie TOro Kak ero 3aCTaBUJIU IIPOCUMETh HA 9TOM CTYyJIe OKOJIO TPUALATH MUHYT, FOmXKUH
[0 CUX IIOP TEPIIEIUBO CUfIEN C 3aKPHITHIM PTOM.

Ho 210 681710 BCE. FOmKMH TogyMal, 4YTO eMy YIaJIoCh BEITEPIETh JOBOILHO MHOT'0. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
pa3Be He CUfesl OH B TUIIKWHE II0CJIefHUe TPUALaTh MUHYT? HeTeprenuBo nokayuBas IpaBoOX HOTOH,
KoTopas Obljla IIepeKKuHyTa yepe3 neBoe 0enpo, KOmKuH ycTaBUiICcsS MpsSMO Ha BeCh 3all.

Tam cTosiu OBa pHILIapsi Co 3HAaKOMBIMHU NutilaMu. OHu Oy YneHaMu Primapeit Bemoro IpakoHa,
KOPOJIEBCKOT'0 PHILIAPCKOT0 OPIeHa, CIyXKUBLIEero uMreparopy, - Kapuan [le'Apk, KanuTaH [1epBOIro
nogpasmenenusd, u [leppu [e'ApK, KanuTaH BTOPOTO IMOOpa3eIeHus.

— 4 He COBCeM IMOHUMaAI0, YTO THl UMEEIIb B BUOy, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUII KapI/IaH.

9TH OBa PHILIAPs MOTK OBl OBITH ONTM3HEIIAMHU, HO, CKOpee BCero, OHU OBIIM JIBOMHSIIKAMH, TaK KaK
OHM TOYHO He ITOXOMUJIK APYT Ha Apyra. bosee Toro, nerko ObI0 ONpefennTs, KTO MIafui 6par,
IIOTOMY 4TO KoxXka [leppu Oblia IOTEMHeBIIEH, KaK Oy[ATO OH 3aropes.

OpHako c ceropusimHero gHs KOmxuH pemus, 4To 6osbline He OyaeT accouupoBaTh UM "Ieppu



Ie'Apk" c TaKMMU BelllaMM, KaK O/IM3Hel, Yel-To MITafmui 6paT Uiy 3aropesast Koxa, a C 4eM-TO
OPYTUM.

— MoxeT, MHe IJ151 Hayalla BEIPBaTh OOMH U3 TBOMX I'/la3? — HEOXUJAHHO BCIIyX Npou3Hec KOmxKuH.

Ieppu cBupeno ycTaBuics Ha FOgKuHa ¢ TSXKENI0M COCPENOTOUeHHOCThIO, IIOTEPS/I KOHTPOJIb Haf
CBOMM BBIpaXKE€HHMEM JIUIIA U Ha HECKOJIPKO MI'HOBEHUH OCTAJICS CTOSITh C IMYCTBIM B3TJISIOM,
chokycupoBaHHHIM Ha HOgxuHe.

9TO IMPOMU3OIILIO0 MOTOMY, YTO 3a 3TU HECKOJIBKO MTHOBeHUM [leppu He cMor 00paboTaTh TO, YTO
TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajl 3TOT COIJISK.

C 9TUM HHUYEro HeJb3s OBIIO0 ImogesiaTh.

Ceropusa FOoxuH u [leppy BCTPETUIUCH BCETO JIUIIL BO BTOPOY pa3, U CEerofHs Xe OHU BIIEpPBHIE
3ar0BOPUJIX APYT C OAPYTOM JIMYHO. OTO OBIJIO CaMoe YeIUHEHHOE U CKPEITOE MECTO BO BCEM
HmnepaTopckoM nBoplle, ¥ Jeppu ObIJT ODHUM M3 HEMHOTHX PHIIapel, 00/lafilaBIInX HellpepeKaeMbIM
aBTOPUTETOM B OTHOILLIEHUM BCETO, UTO TPOUCXOMUIIO B 3TOM KOMHaTe. Eciii 0TOpOCUTE BCE 3TO,
Ieppu Bcé paBHO OBLT BABOE cTapiie FOgxuHa.

[Toatomy [leppu B OTBET MOT TOJILKO CIIPOCUTh: YTO THI ceryac cKa3as?

Bo3mox#o 11, uTo KOmKuH 6eCcCco3HaTEbHO BHINIECHYT OOHY U3 MBICTIEH, TPOHECIIUXCS B ETO
TojoBe?..

KoneuHo, ObIBaiy CIy4dau, KOrfa nogo0HOe MTPOUCXOAUIIO, HO, II0 KpaiiHel Mepe, B TaHHOM ClIy4ae
HOpmxuH He coBepiuuy mofo6HOM omuOKu. FOOXK1UH yBepeHHO MPOU3HEC 3T CJI0BA, IIOJTHOCTHIO
oTmaBas cebe B 3TOM OTYET.

[Tocne Toro Kak FOmXKuHY IPUIIIOCH BEITEPIIETh BCE 3TH pa3fpaxKeHus, YTOOH IIOTOM Ha HETro
TISITWIICS. 9TOT HAYTOXKHBIN U 3aypsAgHBIN YOMIONOK, KOTOPHIM HacTauBall Ha TOM, YTOOH BeCTH ce0s
Tak, OYATO OH KTO-TO, KTO 3aCTyKHUBAET YBaXKeHUs, eMy 9TO Ha0eJo.

— 41 ckasa, 94To coOMPalOCh BEIPBATh OMWH M3 TBOUX I'JIa3, — MOBTOPHII FOmXKuUH.

Yero KOgk1H OeliCTBUTEIBHO KeJlall, TaK 9TO BEITIJIECHYTH IIOTOK HpOKHHTPII:I B afpeC uMIiiepaTopa,
HO eMy BCE XK€ XBaTHJIO CaMOKOHTPOJI4, YTOOBI 9TOTO HE OeJiaTh.

Teneph oH MoHKWMa, TodyeMy CreHHa He Obljla IIPUTJIallieHa ¢ HUM. JTO Oblla SBHAs U HEIIPUKPHITas
TIOTIRITKA TTofaBneHusi. Ho maxe ecnu CTpayT OBIJT KMIIEPaTOPOM BEJIMKOM MMIIEPUH, OH BCE PaBHO He
ocMmenuics 6vl momaBaaTh Mynpyio Cuenny. Ecnu Obl OH IMIPOSIBUIT XOTh MaJleMIINY IPpU3HAK TOTO0, YTO
HaMepeH chenath, CueHHa yxke neicTBOBaa Obl IepBO, IEPEBEPHYB C HOT Ha TOJIOBY
MMIIePaTOPCKUY ABOPELL.



A kak ke Torma OwITh ¢ FOmxkuHOM? Ha camMoM fejie OH HU4Yero He MOT C 9TUM IofenaTh. Eciu
oTOpocuTh penyTaiuio FOmxuHa, To KitaH JIatoHXapT, K KOTOPOMY OH ITpHHA/JIexkas, Ol 0053aH
BEPHOCTHI0 VIMITepuy Ha MPOTSAKEHUHN COTEH JIeT.

«Ecnu O He 9TO, 51 OBl IPOCTO...»

HOpmxuH coep:KuBaj XXejlaHWe U3PHITaTh HelleH3ypHEBIE TPOKJISITUS B agpec UMIIepaTopa TOIbKO MJIs
TOTO, YTOOH He HaBPEOUTh CBOeMY KilaHy. OfHAKO, YTO KacaeTcs 3TUX ABYX YOIIOOKOB, KOTOPHIE
CTOSI/IA ¥ CMOTPEJIA Ha Hero XKyTKUMHU ria3aMu? OHU ke He ObUIM UMIIepaTOpOM UM YieHaMu
UMIIePATOPCKOM CeMbH, BEPHO?

Ieppu onemu: YTo... TH CKa3amn?

— TToxoxe, y 3TOro yOJII0[Ka IJT0X0 pab0Tal0T YK, — BHIIIIOHY FOgKuH, 0TOPOCUB BCE MPEMJIOTH
BEXKJINBOCTH.

BricTaBuB nepep coboi manel, FOmKuH npurialialole H30THYI ero B CTOPOHY [ eppH.

— Ecnu THI 3nuIbCs, moyeMy Obl Tebe He MOMONTH CIofa U He YCTPOUTH CO MHOM MTOEOUHOK, —
Opocui BeI30B KOmxkuH. — MMmepaTopa eIré HeT, a 9Ta KOMHATa KaXeTCs JOCTAaTOYHO IMPOCTOPHOM’,
TaK YTO [IJIg HAC JOJIXKHO OBITH BITOJIHE HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH YCTPOUTH TY3Iib.

[leppu npopsryan: AX T, IIyT!

HOpxun oTBeTUI: YO6aBb I'POMKOCTH, YONMIOOOK. Pa3Be Thl He 3Haelllb, YTO IIPOSBIISEIh HEyBakeHHe K
VimnepaTopckoMy aBopiy, pe3upeHniuu Ero BenuuecTBa? Brl ke He geTu, O1M3HEIH], TaK KakK XKe B
CMeeTe 3aKaThBaTh UCTEPUKY TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO HEMHOI'O paCCTPOEHHI?

JIutio [leppu pacKpaCHENIOCh OT 3TUX IIPOBOKAIINH.

CepouTo MBIXTS, OH JOCTAJ U3 KapMaHa HOCOBOH ITaTOK. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korjma [leppu
cobuparics 0e3 3amHel MBICTTH OPOCUTH IIJIAaTOK, BMemancs KapuaH.

— OcraHoBUCBH, — IIPUKa3all KapuaH.

— He memarics nom Horamu! — KpuKHyI [leppu B OTBET.

Kapuan HanoMHuin emy: Thl yBepeH, YTO CMOXKeIIb T06eauTh?

Ha camom piene Kapuan 6biyia B Takoii e ApocTH, Kak u [Jeppu. C camoro Havana 3TU 6IU3HEIH!
OTHOCUTTHUCH K KOmXKUHY HaCTOPOXKEHHO U BpaxmeOHo. [IpuynHO# TOMY OblJTa MX TOPAOCTh KaK



Prittapeii benoro [IpakoHa.

Korpa miogu roBopuniu o TOM, KTO Iy4llKe pPhILlapu B UMIepun Kumb, Bcerfga ynoMuHaIuCh Prillapu
Benoro [Ipakona u Priapu Benoro JIsBa u YépHoro JIbBa KnaHa JlafioHXapT.

OpHaKo Temeph 3TO CTAJI0 UCTOPHEH Ipoiyioro. Bo BpeMst MaTda, COCTOSBIIETOCS T'Ofl Ha3afl, phlllapu
Benoro [IpakoHa moreprneny mopaxeHue co C4€TOM 7:3 OT phillaped benoro JIbBa KiaHa JIalioHXapT.

Petarotiieii MpuunHON WX IOpaxKeHus OBIIO0 BCE u3-3a 9Toro FOmxkuna Jlarionxaprta. Bynyunu
OBafLIaTUIETHUM IOHOIIEH... OH mo0emun Tpex uneHoB Prirapeit benoro [Ipakona. Bosee Toro, aTu
TIopaxkeHus ObITM OGHOCTOPOHHUMMU U TIOAABISIONINMHU.

U 13 Tpéx nmobeXOEHHBIX OQHUM U3 HUX OblJT I00AT Marunyc, KanuTaH Y4eTBEPTOW OUBHU3UH.

[Tocne storo noenuHka Priniapeii Besnoro [IpakoHa nepecTtany Ha3blBaTh OOHUM U3 JIYYIITUX
PHIIIAaPCKUX OPIeHOB B MMnepun. Beio MOATBEPXKAEHO, UTO HAa 3TOM BEJIMKOM KOHTHHEHTE CaMbIMU
CUJIbHBIMU DHILIAPSIMU SIBNISIOTCS phillapy KiiaHa JlalioHxapT. [IpyruMy cJ10BaMH, JOMAIHSAS IBapaus
OJHOTO KJIaHa CMOTJIa IPeB30UTH 3NUTHEIE CUJIB MIMIIepaTopa U ero UMIIEpUHu.

YenoBeKOM, KOTOPHIM CTaI IPUYMHOM BCETO 3TOro, ObT HeKTO FOmxkuH JlaftonxapT. BromHe
ecTecTBeHHO, 4yTO KapuaH u [leppu, KOTOPEIE C TOPAOCTHIO CIIyKUiu B Prinjapsax benoro [IpakoHa Ha
IIPOTSIXKEHUU JECATUIIETUHN, OTHOCUIKCH K KOmKuHYy BpaxkmeOHO.

OpHaxo... 6bITh BpaxKgeOHEIM ¥ HACTOPOKEHHBIM 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K HEMY U OLITh "YBepPEHHBIM B CBOEH
mobeme" - 9TO IBa COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HBIX Bompoca. ITo mueHuio KapuaHa, ecimu OBl ero MyIagimmui OpaT
Ieppu cornacuics Ha 3Ty Ayainb ¢ KOOXKKUHOM, 3TO onmpefesieHHO MpuUBeso OBl K IIOpaXKeHUI0 ero
OpaTa B Te4eHUe [IeCATH, HET, ISITH MUHYT.

Kak kanutaH, KapuaH OblI yBepeH B CBOEM MacCTEPCTBE, U OH TaKkKe IPU3HaBaI MaCTEPCTBO CBOETO
MyafIero 6para, Ho... FO[XXKUH - MOJIOMIO YeJIOBeK, Ha JaHHBEIA MOMEHT ABafIlaTH OTHOTO TOfa,
CKOpPO eMy OyHeT ABafLaTh OBa - OB MOHCTPOM 3a I'PaHbI0 BCSIKOT'0 3MPaBOr'0 CMBICTIA.

Heppu OBLT MOpaXKEH MOTYaHUEM Ha Bompoc KapuaHa.

MepieHHO BOOXHYB U BHIIOXHYB, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTH cebsi, [leppu B KOHIle KOHIIOB CKOMKaJl HOCOBOM
TJIATOK ¥ 3aCyHYJI ero 06paTHO B KapMaH.

Y6enumuch, uTo 6paT ycmokousncs, Kapuan moBepHyscs K FOmXKUHY U CIPOCUI: ITO OKPYKeHHUe
IPUYNHSET Te0e CUIbHBIM IUCKOMMOPT?

On CIIPpAIIrBaAJl, HE UCIILEITHIBAET JIX HOnxun I[I/ICKOM(l)OpTa? BMmecTo TOro 4TOo0R! YCIIOKOHUTBH KOnoxuHa,
BOIIPOC KapHaHa TOJIBKO CHUJIbHEE Pa33aJ0PHUII MYXKUYKNHY.



— Koneuno, MHe Hey1106HO, — OTBETHUI }OJI}KI/IH, XPYCTHYB KOCTSAIIKAMH IIaJIBIIEB.

Ienxk.

9Ta KOMHaTa... uMeJa 0ojiee YeM HECKOJIbKO ITONO3PUTENbHEIX YTII0B. EMY el11é mpencTosio
MCCIIeIOBATh €€ KaK CIedyeT, HO 10 IIEePBLIM BIEYATIEHUSIM... OHA, II0X03Ke, HaXOOuIach IIy00KO ITOf
3emiéii. CTeHa 3a ero CIHHOM, ITOX0XKe, ToXKe Oblja cuenlaHa He U3 00BYHOI0 MaTepHuaia.

— THI IPUTAIIUI MEHsI, YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM He COBEPIINT HUKAKUX IPECTYIIeHNH, Clofa, Kak
OOBIYHOTO TTPECTYIHUKA, — 00BUHUT FOmXKuH, — TH maXke He Jajl MHE HOPMaJIbHOTO 00bSICHEHHUS TI0
3TOMY IIOBOAY.

— Ecnu OBl TH OEWCTBUTEBLHO ORI ITOO3peBaeMEIM, TeOst OBl OTIIPABUIIM B IIOJI3eMeENIbe, a He
IIPOBOOMIIM B 3Ty KOMHATy. KpoMme Toro, Ero BenuuecTBo HUKOrma ObI HE TOCMENT TaK OCKOPOUTH
Te0s1, — cka3asn KapuaH, mpoBepsisi CBOM Hapy4YHbIe Yackl. — [ToxkanyiicTa, He Oyab CITUIITKOM
o0ecmokoeH 3amepxkkoi Ero Bemuuectsa. FOoxun JlafioHXapT, MEl 3HaeM, YTO Thl UCKITIOUUTEIbHAS
JTUYHOCTD U TOT, YeH CTATyC HUKTO He MOXKET IIPOCTO UTHOPUPOBAT.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBl ['epoeM.

OpHako 9T0 uMIepus Kumb, TH - €€ rpaXmaHWH, a TBOM KilaH, JIaioHXapT, OB IpefaH Mmmepuu Ha
IPOTSI2KEHUU TIOCIEOHUX TPEXCOT JieT. Kak TakoBOM, THL...

FOmxun obopsan ero: Hy u uto? Tsl xo4els cka3aTh, uTo Ero BenuuectBo, iMnepatop, BCE el
MMeeT NPaBo Tak 00pamaTthCs ¢ HEBUHHBIM I'DaKOaHUHOM?

— YT0 KacaeTcst 3TOTO BOIIPOCA... HE B MOEY BJIACTH YTO-TO TOBOPHUTH II0 3TOMY ITOBOAY. YTO 5 X04Uy
CKa3aTh, TaK 3TO TO, YTO BpeMs Ero BenuuecTBa moporo, — HacTtauBan Kapuas co ciaboit yiariOKOH.
— Kpowme TorO0, 5T HafeoCh, THl TIOHUMAEIIh, KaKas 9TO YeCTh. BO3MOXKHO, TH yKe IOHSJI 3TO, HO...
9Ta KOMHATa XPaHUT 0COOLIH cekpeT. HacKoIbKO MHE U3BECTHO, €JUHCTBEHHbIE JIIOIH, KOTOPEIe
BXOJU/IM B 9Ty KOMHATY, 4T00H IIpoBecTu Oeceny ¢ Ero BemuuecTBoM, 9T0... MOAK, C KOTOPHIME ET0
BenuuecTBo KejaeT IOCTPOUTh HACTOSIINE OTHOIIEHMUS.

— Hacrosmue oTHOIIEHUA? — C IOHO3peHueM yTouyHuI FOnxKuH.

— ViMenHoO Tak, — noaTBepaun Kapuan. — Jlaxe TBOM MPUEMHBIN OTeEI], TaTpUapXx KilaHa JlalioHXapT,
HUKOTHA He ObLJI BHYTPHU 3TOU KOMHATHI.

Ha npoTskeHny MHOTUX [TIOKOJIEHUH, KOT[a UMIIepaTopCKas CeMbs BhIHAIKMBasla B CBOMX CepALax
0eCroKoiCcTBO, 0COOEHHO 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHOMY IBOPSIHUHY, OHU HCIIOJIb30BaIH
aty KomHuaty [IpaBasl. Hackonbko 05110 13BeCTHO Kapuany, emie He OblI0 ciiydasi, YTOOHL B 3Ty
KOMHAaTYy IIpUBeJIM YesioBeKa 0e3 TUTYIa.



«XoTs ero KkBanupuKaIys BIOIHe J0CTaToOuHa. U 0H, 6€3yCI0BHO, TOCTATOYHO OMAaCeH», — MOI4a
nogyman KapuaH, mpopgoskasi fepkaTh POT Ha 3aMKe.

Ha camowMm [ienie y HUX He ObIIO BO3MOXKHOCTHU IIPOAOJIKUTH Pa3roBOP.

IBepb B KOMHATY OTKPhLJIaCh.

HeiHemHuit umnepatop uMnepuu Kunb, CTpayT BTopo#, BOmEN B KOMHATY C pa3BeBaloIIUMCS 3a
CIIMHOM MMKapHBIM IyamfoM. OH BHTJIIAE] UMEHHO Tak, Kak U IpefcTaBisail cebe 0OBIYHEIN YEI0BeK,
KOTZla AyMar o cjioBe "uMiepartop”. Ha HéM Owinia Oosbllas KOpOHA U CTPYySALIasIcad HaKKWKa, Ha ero
JIALle YUTalach TSAKeCTh JOCTOMHCTBA, a B ONHOU PyKe OH [epzall IOCOX.

WmnepaTtop BomEN He ofuH. [IpsMo 3a HUM, Clenys 3a UMIIEPaToOpoM, Kak TeHb, BOIIEN phHllaphb
Anuectep [paronuxk, komauaup Prinapen bernoro [IpakoHa. AnyecTep Ha MTHOBEHUE II0Ka3al
B3BOJIHOBaHHOE BhIpaXKeHue JIulla, Korga yBugen KOoxkuHa, CUAALIero B 9TOM KOMHAaTe, HO BMECTO
TOTO, YTOOBI CpPa3y XkKe 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, OH CIIOKOMHO IOCcIenoBal 3a ViMnepaTopoM B KOMHATY.

Kak Tonbko umnepaTop Boi€en, Kapuas u [leppu TyT XkKe ONYCTUINCH H Ha OIHO KOJIEHO ¥ CKJIOHUTIH
rosnoBsl. FOOKUHY BCE elllé He HPaBUJIOCh BCE 3TO, HO [T0Ka YTO OH PEIINJI BCTaTh CO CBOET0 Kpecya U
BBIPA3UTh CBOE IIOUTEHUE.

— B 3TOM HeT HUKaKOM HeoOXomuMOoCTH. [1oxKanyicTa, 3aiMU CBOE MECTO, — MTHOBEHHO 1oTpeboBan
uMmiepaTop. — KOmxkun JIalloHXapT, 5 M03BaJ Te0s Clofga He TOJIBKO I TOr'0, YTOORI THI BCTAT
mepeno MHOM Ha KOJIeHH.

Y B3rnsp, u romoc CtpayTta 6b1n xomogubiMu. Kak u 66110 npuka3ano, KOoxXKuH ce, ©30 BCeX CUM
CTapasiCh KOHTPOJIUPOBATh MOIEPTUBaHNe IEK. YCTAaBUBIIUCH Ha KOmX1Ha, UMIIepaTop JTeTOHbKO
IIOCTYKUBAJI I0OCOXOM I10 IIOJTY.

[Ipu 3TOM [ABUKEeHUY HAnpoTUB FOOX1Ha MOSIBUIICS BEJIMKOJIENIHBIM TPOH. MIiepaTop Irpy3HO Cell Ha
TPOH U YIEPCS MOAO00POIKOM B OOHY PYKY.

— 4 YXKe OJaBHO XO0TeJI BCTPETUTHCA U IIOTOBOPHUTE C TOﬁOfI, — Ha4aJl ©UMIIePATOP.

— OTO0 YecThb OJIg MeHsI, — ckKal3ajl OmxkKuH.

— 4 pap, 4TO TH Tak AyMaelb. YeCTHO rOBOPS, S XOTEeJ ObI BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOU pPaHbIIe, YeM
ceryac, HO.... Hy, Mb1 OblIM 3aHSITHL APYTUMHU [eJIaMH, U, TI0X0XKe, THL TOXKe OBbLJT 3aHAT B TO BpeMs, —
npobopmoTan Mmmneparop, mpexae yeM yCMeXHYThcs. — Ha camoMm fmene, eciu

OBl MBI MEVCTBUTEILHO XOTENIM BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOM, MBI MOTIH OBl BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOHM PAHBIIIE,
yeM ceityac. OmHaKo MBI He YBepeHH!, 3HAEIb JTX TH 00 3TOM, HO... 3TO BCé U3-3a [laTpuapxa
JlatiouxapT. OH MOCTOSTHHO OTKJIQ[bIBaJl BCTPEYY, OIIPABALIBASChH TEM, UTO, OYAYYU €r0 CHIHOM, THI
elll€ CIMIIKOM MOJION ¥ He 00Jlafiaelllb JOCTAaTOYHOU KBanuduKalmen s aygueHimu ¢ Hamu. 9to



ObU1O0 TpU rofa Ha3apn? Bo BpeMs BHyTpeHHUX 0eCIOpSAKOB KilaHa JlailoHXapT B 3aMKe YEPHOTO
JIrBa. Torma Ml mpu3BaIu He TONBKO MaTpuapxa JlaoHXapT, HO U Tebs.

HOpmxun 3akonebancs: Hy... o KpaiiHel Mepe, ceiidyac BaM yAaoCh BEI3BaTh MeH4. f BechMa
OIIIEJIOMJIEH TaKOU YEeCThHIO.

Ha camowMm [fienie oH HU B MaJjieiile CTeIIeHN He YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOT0, HO 1MoKa KOmKUH pemus X0Ts Okl
yTBEPK/ATh, UTO 3TO TaK.

— M=l maBHO MUTaeM K Tebe GOBIIOH HHTEPEC, — MIPU3HAJICSI UMIIepaTop, KOTOa TOHKas yIbi0Ka
3aurpasa Ha ero ry0ax. — KOgxuH JlaitonxapT. ECTh 04€Hb MHOT'O CJIOB, KOTOPEIMU MOXKHO OBIJIO OBI
omucath Tebs. [Jaxke ceifyac eCTb HECKOJIbKO, KOTOPHIE IPUXOASAT HaM Ha YM.

KOmxuH npomonxkan MOT4aTh.

— IMaxe Oymy4u IOHOIIEN, TBOU NENCTBUS MIPUBIIEKIIM BHUMaHKWe BCETO KOHTHHEHTA. Y Hallero B ToM
yucie. Ho THl JomKeH IOMHHUTG... TPexke 4eM ObITh JIallOHXapTOM, THI - FPaXKOaHUH UMIIEPUM, —
HETIPUHYKOEHHBIM TOHOM YKTaJ JIEKINI0 UMIIepaTop, IOJHUMAas II0COX.

[Ipu BUOe 3TOr0 rojoBa AnyecTepa BCKUHYJIACh, ¥ OH 3aKpuyas: Bame BenuyecTso!

— MHI elI€ He 3aKOHYHUIIK Pa3roBOp, — Mpedymnpenua Aidectepa UMIepaTop HU3KKUM T'OJIOCOM.
3aTeM OH CHOBa MPOJOIXKUI pa3rosop ¢ FOpxunoMm: FOmxkuH JlaiioHXapT, IpUUKNHAE, 110
KOTOPOX MEI o3Bau Te0s CIofla CeTrOfHs, He TOJIbKO B TOM, YTOOBI CHSITE C TeOs MEPKY... U
IIOXBAJTUTh TeOS.

— Ecnu 970 Tak, To 3a4eM BHI I03BaJIM MEHS ciofa? — CIIPOCHUI HOnoxuH.

— [ToToMy uTO MBI XOTUM 3HaTh, K KQKOMY THIIY JIIOEHN Thl OTHOCHUIIIBCSI, — OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP,
MEIJIEHHO OIyCKast CBOM mocox. — KakoBwl TBOM MBICTH? YUTO THI CHENal ¥ YTO HaMEPEH CHeNaTh B
oynymem?

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfa T0COX KOCHYJICS 3eMJIH, AjTyecTep MOCHIENIHO ITPOTIHYI PYKY, YTOOH CXBAaTUTh
uMIepaTopa 3a miaedo. Ho Kapuan u Jleppu, mepkKaBImecs PSOOM C UMIIEPaTOPOM, He Jaiu
ArndecTepy NOAHATH PYKY Ha UMIIEPATOPCKYIO IIEPCOHY.

B YHHUCOH 3THU OBOE€ BEIXBATUJIM CBOU ME€YU U 3a6J'IOKI/IpOBaJ'[I/I OIBU2KEHUA AnquTepa.

Bxyyyx!

CTeHBl, BEICTPOUBILKECS B 9TOM KOMHATe, BHe3aIHO uc4ye3nu. Mcues3nu u Gurypel Andecrepa,
Kapuana u [Ileppu, KOTOPEIE CTOSIUIH 3a CIMHOK HMIIepaTopa. B Ka3zaBuieMcss 0€CKOHEUHBIM



IIPOCTPAHCTBE OCTAIUCH TONIBKO HOmxkuH u MMmepaTop, CuAeBlIe B Kpecilax ¥ CMOTPEBIIIHEe OPYT Ha
apyra.

— 9T0?.. — npobopmoTan FOmXKuH, Cy3UB rjla3a ¥ IOBEPHYBIINCH, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETH Ha UX
OKpyXKeHUe.

Curtyarus Ka3ajnach 3HakoMou. Tonbko uTo KOOXKUH cupen B KOMHATe, HO TOTOM, 6€3 BCIKUX Ha TO
yKa3aHuH, IPOU30IUI0 HEYTO, YTO U3MEHHUJIIO 3TO.

— OTO pa3roBOp MeX[y HAllUMKM CO3HAHUSIMHU, — C YCMEIIKOU 00BbSCHUIT UMIIEPATOP, OCTaBasiCh
CHUIEeTh Ha CBOEM TpoHe. — He Oymb CIMIIKOM BCTPeBOXKeH. Benb TBoE Teso u Hare... BCE eIé cumgsaT
B KOMHATE TOYHO TakK Xke, KakK ¥ 1o 9Toro. Cyas 1o ToMy, 4To HaMm cOOOGIIHMIN, TH TaKkKe SBIISEIIbCs
HCKITIOUMTENIBHEIM MaroM, BepHo? Ecnu Tak, To Tebe MOIKHO OBITH JIETKO 9TO MOHSATH. BCé 3To0...
CBSI3aHO C APEeBHEN U 3arafo4yHOM Marueu.

— XM, — xmeIkHYN FOOXKUH.

To, 4TO MPOU3OIIIIO TONBKO YTO, ¥ 3TO MMPOCTPAHCTBO - BCE 3TO HamoMHUIO KOmxkuny TEMHYIO
KOMHATY B ITOfIBaJjIe MOMeCThs JIafioHXapT.

To, uyTo mpounsomsio B TEMHOM KOMHAaTe, UMEJIO CXOACTBO C HEIHEIIHEX CUTyaluel. bes BCAKux
IIPU3HAKOB, eII€ 10 TOT0, KaK FOmXKUH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO MIPOU30UMIET, - UX CO3HAHUE OBITIO BEIPBAHO
13 Tella 1 MaTepualnu30BaHO B 9TOM albTePHATUBHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE.

— OTO noAapoK, KOTopeld BepmyT JlanionxapT, npenok KilaHa JlalioHXapT, coesial UMIIepaTOPCKOn
ceMbe uMIepun Kumb, — ¢ HETOPOIIJIUBOM YIIBIOKOM 00BSICHUI UMIIEPATOP, TOMaxuBasi ITIOCOXOM.

[To aTOMY XKeCTy mepe[ riIa3aMu UMIIepaTopa IOSIBUIICS 9KCTPABaraHTHBINA OOKaJl C BUHOM.
HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4YTO MeXOYy HUMHU OBIJIO TOBOJIbHO GOJBIIIOE PACCTOSTHUE, apOMaT, UCXOOSIINH 13
0oKaJsa, OBLT MOCTATOYHO CUILHEIM, YTOORI HOCTHYL HOCa FOmKuHa.

— Kak MimmniepaTop, gaxe B peaabHOCTHA MBI JOCTATOUYHO MOTYIIECTBEHHE ¥ MOXKEM [eJlaTh BCE,
yTO nmoxenaeM. OMHAKO B 3TOM KOMHaTe MBI BCECUIBHEL B CAMOM IIPSIMOM CMBICTIE 9TOTO CJIOBa, —
moxBacTancsa MmmepaTop.

910 OBLN HE peanbHBIM MUDP, & MUP pa3yMa. 30ech MMmepaTop Mor co3faTh BCE, UTO IOXKeIaeT.

OmHaKO 9TO BCEMOTYLIECTBO IIPUHAIeKa0 TOIbKO UMIepaTopy, a He IOmxkuny. KOmXKUH Takxke
TIBITAJICS BEI3BATh HECKOJILKO BEIeld M3 CBOEr0 BOOOpaKeHMs B Ka4eCTBe TeCTa, HO, B OTIMYKE OT
UMIIepaTopa, OH He CMOT HUYEro CO3[aTh.

— ToI gOMKEeH MOHUMATh, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT, — CKa3asl MiMmepaTop, CMOYUB r'yOsl apOMaTHEIM BUHOM U
MOMHSIBIIIKCH CO CBOETO TPOHA. — B 3TOM 3ase, HeT, B 3TOM Mupe, MBI HAaMHOT0 IIpeBocxoguM T1elst. 1



TakK XKe, KaK B P€aJIbHOCTH, MEXOY ToOo¥ 1 Hamu CyIIeCTByeT OTPOMHadA IIPOIIAaCTk.

Ha mpoTsxkeHUH IOCJIeIHUX TPEXCOT JIET 3Ta KOMHATa BEPHO CIIyXKHIa HyXKIaM HMIIePaTOPOB
uMiepun Kunb. ITonb30BaThCs €10 OBIIIO OHO YOOBOJILCTBHE, KOT'TIa JIeJI0 KacajoCh TaKUX Belel, Kak
yIOOBITETBOPEHUE WX HU3MEHHHIX XKeJIaHuM, HO... ICTMHHAS LIEHHOCTh 3TOM KOMHATH 3aKJTI04Yajach He
B UCITOJTHEHUM XKeJIaHWH, a B TOM, KaK OHa IT03BOJIs/Ia CBOEMY IT0/Ib30BaTENI0 MOHATh IPYTHX.

Hampumep, Korga Ipuxoguio BpeMs peliaTh, KTO YHac/IenyeT TpPoH. [IpaBsiuii uMIepaTop BbI3bIBal
CBOUX HACJIeIHUKOB B 3Ty KOMHATY, YTOOBI IPOUTH NTOCTeNHee UclibiTanne. KTo 6ymeT TeM, KTo
IEeUCTBUTEILHO CMOXKET JIy4Ille BCEX PYKOBOOUThL UMIepuein? Kakue xenaHus 1 aMOUIIMY OHU TauIH
B TNTyOMHE CBOMX ceprel? 3a IOoCIegHue TPUCTA JIET BCe UMIIePaTOPH UMIepuu Kuib OblIn BHIOPaHEL
Yyepes 3TO UCIHITaHUE.

Kpowme 3Tor0, GBIJIO ¥ HECKOJIBKO APYTUX IPUMEHEeHUN, HallpUMep, KOrfia X0Tenu yOeoquThCsS B
IIPeIaHHOCTU CJIYTY UJIA BRISICHUTH UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHUS YejloBeKa.

A Takxe...

— HeBaxH0, HACKOIBKO UCKTIOUUTEILHBIM BOMHOM HJIM MAroM Thl MOXKeIlb OBITh, laXKe eCJIU Th
T'epoii, n3bpaHHb CBITHIM Me4YoM, - 3TO He UMeeT HUKAKOT0 3HaueHus B 3TOM Mupe. [1pu ogHOM
JIUITH MaJIeuIIeM XeJlaHu| Mbl CIIoCOOHBI Pa3apoOuTh TBOU Pa3yM.

...Korma uM HyKHO GBIJIO YCTPAaHUTH CBOMX BParoB.

— Tebe He kaxkeTcs, 4To Halre moBeeHre CIUIIKOM IIOPOYHO? — crpocuil Mmneparop, HauaB
TIOOXOOUTh, OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aKpy4rBasi CBOM GOKaJl C BUHOM.

— 4 yxe OBIT B Kypce, 4To Baie BenmudyecTBo Hemomo61uBaeT JIalioHXapT, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII
HOnoxuH.

VimmepaTop paccmesinicsa: Xaxa! 3To coBceM He TOT ciaydaii. Ecnu OBl 9 IelCTBUTEIHHO
Heo/00/IMBaI Balll KiaH, g Obl yKe mo3aboTtuncs o [Tatpuapxe JlalfioHXapT, UCIOJIb3YS 9Ty KOMHATY.
IIa 1 He TonbKO Mul. Bce mpenbimyiue MMepaTopsl, BO3MOXKHO, JeMCTBUTENBHO BCETHA
HaCTOPOXKEHHO OTHOCHUJIMCH K TBOEMY KJIaHY U XKaxKOaJli X BIIaCTH...

[ITaru uMIepaTopa OCTAaHOBUIIUCE.

— ...Ho 370 BCE, 4TO MHI CAenany, — yTBepKAal UMIepaTop. — MBI MOXKeM onacaThCs U 3aBU0BATh
BallleMy KJIaHY, HO Mbl HUKOT/la He IIBITAJIUCh CUJION 3aXBaTUTh Ballld COKpoBUIlla aJis ceds. U3
yBaxeHud K Benukomy BepMyTy, KOTOPBIH CllaCc 9TOT MUP... @ TaKXKe K3-3a TOro, 4To JlaroHXapT
Bcerga Owiniu BepHB MMnepaTopy. [103TOMy MBI HUKOTIa HE YyBCTBOBAIM HEOOXOOUMOCTH
130aBUTHCS OT TBOET'O KJTaHA U He IbITAIUCh CUJION HAJIOXKUTh PYKU Ha Ballly BIIaCTh.



VimmepaTop CHOBa mogHEC 00KaJl C BUHOM K r'y0aM.

— Xax... — B3[0oXHYyI uMnepaTop. — OpHaKo ceivac KiaH JIaoHXapT cTajl CIUIIKOM 6onbiruM. Tak
CUJIBHO Pa3pOCIINCE, S He MOTY He YyBCTBOBATh, YTO UX HY2KHO AepXKaTh Ha IIOBOJKE.

HOpmxuH mpunepxkan S3bIK.

NmnepaTtop moxan mnevyamu: YTo XK, YTO KacaeTcs 3TOro, ToO MHE HECIIEIITHO PaCCMOTPUAM 3TOT
BOTIPOC, KaK TOJIbKO 3aKOHUYUTCS Hallla 6ecefa ¢ TOOOM.

— BrI mo3Banu MeHsI ciofia, 4YToOb HAaKHHYTh IIOBOAOK Ha KiaH JIaoHXapT? — IMOO03PUTEIhHO
capocun KOmoxuH.

— BoBce HeT! — 0TBETHIT UMIIEPATOP BOJIEBBIM rojiocoM. — HOmxkun JIationxapT. [103BOIL MHE
CKasaTh criemdyloliee. Bcé 9To MpoucxXomuT He M3-3a Halux MUYHEBIX XKelaHui. boee TOro, 3To maxe
He 13-3a KaKUX-TO JIMYHBIX YYBCTB K Tebe. Bcé memno B ToM, yTo MHI, XKejast COXPaHUTh IPOI[BETAHKNE
ViMmepuu u MUpP Ha KOHTUHEHTE, BBI3BAIU Te0S Clofa.

— Xax... HeyKeJu 3T0 Tak? — C COMHeHHeM cKa3an KOmxuH. — Eciu BCE, 4ero Bl XOTUTE, -
3TO mpolBeTaHue ViMnepuu U MUp Ha KOHTUHEHTE, 3aueM Tebe HyKHO IOJaBIIITh MEHS ?»

VimnepaTop uiprHYN: HeyxXemnu TH clpalinBaelllb, IOTOMY YTO He 3Haelllb 0TBeTa? OTO IOTOMY, YTO
THI - CYLL[eCTBO, KOTOPO€E CTaBUT IO yIpo3y IpolBeTaHue VMnepuu 1 MUpP Ha KOHTHUHEHTE.

Xpsch!

Boxkasn ¢ BUHOM, KOTOPHIH [iepKall UMIIepaTop, pa3buics B ero pyke.

— BTk n30paHHEIM CBATEIM MedoM, a 3Ha4yuT, ¥ borom CBeTa? OTO 3HAYMT, YTO THI JOJIKEH OBITh
l'epoeM. Kakas cnaBHas cynr0Oa! BepMmyT JlafioHXapT AeHCTBUTEILHO OBIJT BEIMKKAM BOMHOM. OgHAKO
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO JIM HaM HYXKHHI TaKue BOMHH U ['epou B 3Ty 3M0Xy? — crmpocuin MmmepaTop, Korga
ero cusmIIne riasa oopatunuck K Ogxuny. — FOmxuH JlafionxapT. Bo BpeMst phIllapcKoro Mapiia B
JlexariHe MEI TakKe CIIBIIIANIN PA3rOBOP, KOTOPHY TH BEN ¢ KoponéM [leMoHOB 3aTo4eHus1. A IOTOM
ThI!.. MBI TaKXKe BHOENH, KaK Thl 0CKOpOu 'aBuma JImagmana, KnuHok 3aToyeHwusI.

OcTtaHoBu 3TOTO0 6e3yMmIia!



Korpma FOmxun Torpma Hanan Ha ['aBuga, uMIepaTop 3a0blI 0 CBOEM caM000IaflaHuK ¥ BEIKPUKHYIT
9TH CJIOBA.

— Kopons JemoHoB 3aToueHus roBopuil 00 3ToM, He Tak nmu. O KoHIe KisaTBE U BOMHE, KOTOpast
MOXKeT IocjegoBaTh 3a aTuM! Koposnb [leMoHOB, Oynoy4u npaBuTesieM XelbMyTa, I0Ka3all, 4To OH He
HaMepeH HauuMHaTh BOWHY NepBhIM. OOHAKO eCJIi MBI CIIPOBOLIMPYEM BOMHY, TO HET HUKAKMX IIaHCOB,
YTO OHM KOTHa-HUOYIb OTCTYISAT OT HEE.

— Ilpuxonu B [TanmeMoHUYM.

— ITogruMucCh Ha BeplIMHY 3aMKa Kopons [lemoHOB, BaBUiOH, ¥ HalpaBb CBOU Med Ha MEHS.

— Ecnu 9T0 TO, 4ero TH XKeJaelb, 1 OyOy ¢ BOTHEHUEeM XKOaTh Tebs TaMm.

— Komy Ha 3eme BooOIlle HyKHa BOMHA? — PUTOPUYECKHU CIpocui MiMmepaTop, yxe He yIe0asich.
[ITrpoKO pacKpHIB I'1a3a, OH MPHUCTaIbHO mocMoTpen Ha KOmxkuHa u cka3an: Ecnu HeT ['epos, To He
OynmeT u BoMHEL. Tak OBIIIO ITOCTIEOHUE TPUCTA JIeT!

— §1 maxe He TOBOPHJI, YTO XOUY CTaTh ['epoeM... — pacTepsiHHO mpobopmoTan FOmxkuH, HO
WmMmepaTtop yXke He CITyIIall ero CJOB.

CTpacTHBIM I'0JIOCOM UMIIEPaTOP IPOJoKal KpudyaTh: [IoKa TH He BEIXBATUILb Med poTuB Koposs
IeMOHOB, BoliHa He pa3pa3utcsa! OnHaKo, I0X0xXe, TH faXe He MogyMain 06 3ToM, He Tak Ju? Thl
00BSIBUJT CBOM BBI30B He TOJIbKO Kopoiio [1eMOoHOB, HO U repuory XensMmyTa, ['aBuny JIuaomany!

— TonpKo 0 4éM BH TaK 6ECIIOKOUTECH? — CO CMeXOM CIpocunl FOIXKUH, HeIOYTUTEIbHO CKPECTUB
Horu. — Iloxoxe, 4uTo Barie BennuecTBo BCE eIl€ He B Kypce, HO CIIBIIIANN JIX BBl O TOM, YTO
CJIy4YHUJIOCh C 3aMKOM IeMOHa-IpakoHa XenpMyTa? 9 TOT, KTO 0OPYIINII eT0 O OCHOBAHUS. A 4TO
KacaeTcs repiora? Xaxa, s Takxe paclpaBuics ¢ 3TuM yomionkoM, Parizakueit. [ToueMy OBl BaM Kak-
HUOYyObh HE HABECTUTH moMecThe JlatonxapT? I103BONIbTE MHE MTOKa3aTh BaM 0€3:KM3HEHHBIN TPYII
Panzakuu.

— YTo0... THI TOIBKO YTO CKa3an? — 3ablXaJiCsi UMIepaTop, Kora ero riasa eme 60blie
pacmupunuch. Korga ero mievyu 3agpozxaiu OT CTpaxa, OH ycTaBuicd Ha FOpxKvHa U ckasai: 9TO TH
o0OpYIIHUI 3aMOK JeMOHHYecKoro apakoHa? Y [Jemonudeckuit [IpakoH Pali3zakus, KOTOPOro HUKTO He
BUZEJ COTHU JIET... THl yTBEPKAelllb, UTO YOUI ero?

— Ecnu BaM mi000IIBITHO, TOYeMy ObI BaM He IOMpo60BaTh CBOIO Marrio Ha MHe, — OPOCHIT BHI30B
O mxuH.



Kazarnocsh, 4To 3Ta CUTyalus COBepileHHO HebmaronpusiTHa aias KOmxuaa. Ho Tak nmu 3T0 OBLIO Ha
caMoM fene’?

KOmxuH, 10 KpaliHel Mepe, Tak He CYuTasl. ITO ObljIa MpaBaa, YTO 9TO IMPOCTPAHCTBO M Marwusi,
MCII0/Ih30BaHHAs [JIsl eT0 COo37aHus, faBanu MmepaTopy ¢GopMy BCeMOTYIIIECTBaA.

«Ho BepMyT - 3T0 TOT, KTO CO3[aJl 3Ty KOMHATY».

Tak uto y FOmKuHa He 0CTaBaJI0Ch COMHEHHI B TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOpP HE CMOXKET MOTYMHUTD cebe
HOmxuHa B Ipefieiax 9TOH KOMHATHL. B OT/IHYMe OT TOTO, YTO TaK YBEPEHHO 3asBIIsiy FMmepaTop,
€My He yIacTCsI COKPYLIUTh pa3yM FOmKuHa.

HOpxus, HeT, XaMmen foBepsn BepmyTy.

— Trt 6pocaelb MHE BBHI30B? — JIMII0 UMIIEPATOPA UCKA3UI0Ch B XMYPOM BHIPaKEHUU, KOTTA OH
IIOIHSJI CBOH IIOCOX.

PoxkoT!

ITpoCTPAHCTBO HAYAIIO COTPSICATHCS.

Wmmnepatop mpoperyan: Ter! Tebe 3ampeleHo roBoputh mepen Hamu 10xkb B m060it popme. OTHEIHE
BCE, YTO KacaeTcs Tebsi, BCe TBOU MBICIIH, CaMble OCHOBHI TBOET'O CyIeCTBa OyOyT OTKPHITH Ham!

— 4 ckazsan, ucneiTali MeHs yxke, — FOOKUH TOJIBKO B3OOXHYIL.

HWwmMnepatop npopriyan: Kakas qep3ocTs!..

Ero mocox nmpouéccs mepen nuiioM KOmxuHa.

— IIpexne Bcero, BCTaHb Ha KOJIEHU... — UMIIEPATOP 3aMsJICS, KOTHa CBA3b Oblla YCTAHOBJIEHA, U
MBICITA Ha4aslu repeTekaTsh oT KOmK1uHa K UMIepaTopy.

9To He OBIIO MONTHOM KaPTUHOM, HO y UMIIEpaTOpa 0CTalIoCh CMyTHOE TIOHUMAHUE TOTO, KeM Ha
caMoM fmere OvlT FOmKuH.

He 3aKOHYMB MPOMU3HOCUTL CBOM IIPEAbIAYINNI IIPUKa3, UMIIepaTOp Ha HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUM 3aCThI
Ha MeCTe.

— YUT0? — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TPO6OPMOTAJ UMIIEPATOP, COBEPILIEHHO HE TIOHUMas, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO
yBugen. — I'myneiii Xamen?



I‘O)I}KI/IH HUCIIYyCTHUIL I“J'IYGOKI/Ifl B3I0X, BCKOYHB CO CBOET0 MeCTa, U CKa3al: B TOYKY, CYKHH CHIH.

Ecnu Halum B riaBe OmMUOKY — CMeJIO IMUIIKNTe 0 HUX B TPyHy BK (@akumateamnovel).

Cnacu6o0, 4TO IIPOYJIH TJ1aBy!
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