ITporo eme ABa AHS, ¥ FOMKKWH HaKOHEI] BCTaJ C MOCTEJIH. XOTS OH elle He ITOJTHOCTHIO
BOCCTAHOBHUJICS, TTOCJIE IIeJIBIX ISTH THEH IOJIHOTO MOCTEIFHOT0 PEeXKKUMa ero TeJ0 yKe JOCTAaTOYHO
OKPEILJI0, YTOOBI OH MOT BSIJIO JBUTATHCS.

— He nyxHa 5mu Tebe Mos mopmepxkka? — Mep obpaTtunach K HEMY C 9TUM IIPeI0KeHUEM.

Ho 1oHO0111a TONIBKO ITOKAa4YaJ IOJI0BOM U cKa3am: Her.

Crost mepeq 3epkasioM, FOMKKH CYLIUII CBOY BIaXKHEIE BOJIOCHL.

— KakoBO 9T0 — NPUHATH AYLI [I0CJIE CTOJIbKUX JHEU? — CIIPOCHUIIa OeBOYKa.

FOHo1ra mpocTo moxan miedamu: OIIyIIeHusT IPUMEPHO Te XKe, YTO U Bcerma?

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KM HAKAIIUBAJICS B TBOMX BOJIOCAX B TeUEHHE IISITU OHEHM, — 3ameTuna Mep.

FOpmxuH oTpULan 3T0, HAXMYPHUBIIKCH: ITO He TakK. Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb, 4TO 51 3a0049ych 06 3TOM
KaXXIBIU IeHb, UCIIONIb3YST MAruio?

— Torga 3aueM Tebe BooO1IIEe TOHAMOOKUTIOCH TPUHUMATD TYII?

— [ToTomy 4TO 51 3TOr0 3aX0Ten?

— Ia, ma, — ¢ XuXWKaHbeM COTJIacuach Mep, mepeTackrBas CTyJ 3a cnuHy KOmxkuHa.

3aTeM JeBOYKa BCTajla Ha CTYJI 1 Ha4aJla PaCYeChIBaTh BOJIOCEI IOHOIIIH. Ero Bomocs, KOTOPEIE BCETO
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHMH Ha3a[ ObLIH MOKPEIMH, y2K€ yCIIE€JIK BEICOXHYTH OT TEIIJIOT0 BETPa, AYBIIIETO Ha
HHX.

— Ha camowm fene ux He HYKHO pac4yechiBaTh, — Bop4an KOmxuH.

— 4 memnaro 9TO, TOTOMY 4YTO MHE CKY4YHO, — 00BbsicHUIa Mep. — KpoMme TOro, Thl JeiiCTBUTENIbHO
IyMaelllb, UTO B 3TOM HeT HeoOxomuMocTu? Thl, KaXKeTCs, AyMaelllb, YTO HeyX0KeHHBIe BOJIOCH Tebe
UAYT, HO S CUUTAI0, YTO THI BRITJISIZEN OBl rOpa3no Iy4llle ¢ aKKypaTHO IpHYeCaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH.

— 3Haemsp, nouyeMy? [IoToMy 4TO y MEHSI KpacuBOe JIMII0, — XBaCTaJICS IOHOIIA.

— Tol TakoM OECCTRIXKUMU..., — ITpoOopMoOTasa Mep.

[Toxa meBoYKa pacueckBaia Bomockl, KOmxkuH mompaBuil CBoM Hapsnd. Ha HeM Owiyta yepHas GopMa



KJlaHa HafIOHxapT. Ona OrlnTa dKKypaTHa, 0e3 equHOM CKJIQ[KH, HO IOHOIIIA BCE PaBHO 9yYBCTBOBAJI
HEe0OXOMUMOCTb BO3UTHCS C HapsAOgoM, paCCTeTuBad IIYTOBUITY, d 3daTeM 3dCTeruBasi ee 3aHOBO.

— A kaK Xe TBOU Iiall? — crpocuinaa Mep.

— C HomeHueM HpO6J'IeM OBITH He OOJIKHO, — OTBeTU KOmxKuH.

C msArkou yneiokoit geBodka ob6epHya Ilnang TeMBl BOKPYT Iled 0HOUIN. ITocie Toro Kak oHa
3aKoHYusa, KOIXKWH CHOBA ITOCMOTPEN B 3ePKasio ¥ 00HAPYKUJ, YTO 110 KaKOK-TO TPUYUHE eMy He
O4YeHb HPABUTCS BUM €TI0 YHCTO MPUYECAHHBIX BOJIOC.

[ToaToMy OH HeGPEXKHO B3HEPOIINT UX PYKOMH.

— 3aueM Tl 9TO cAenan!? — BOCKJIMUKHYJIa Mep, €e IMIeKHU Pa3nyJIuCh OT JOCadHbl.

OpHako OHa He CTajla yIpsMO HacTauBaTh Ha IIPHYECHIBAaHUY U Cpa3y XKe Blie3Jla B IIJIalll, Koraa
HOpXuH npoTAHYI €ro exu.

— He BBIXOTU CETomHs, TOKa 5 Te0sT He M030By, — MPOMHCTPYKTHUPOBAJT I0HOIIA.

— Yro T 000 MHE AyMaellb? — CIIpocuiia Mep, HamyBIIKHCh. — 71 He HACTOJIbKO OeCTaKTHA, YTOOH
IPUYUHUTH Tebe HEeNpUIATHOCTH, c3p FOmxKuH.

)%k

y BpaT 3aMKa ‘IepHoro JIbBa OBIZIO TAaK Maso JII0OeH, YTO 3TO Ka3alocCh CTPaHHEBIM.

9T0 OBIIIO TOTOMY, YTO MIPUBETCTBUE CETONHSLIHUX ITOCETUTENIEN He ObIJIO TIOBOAOM [JIsI TOPHOCTH.
Bmecre ¢ FOpxxunoM y BpaT Tenenopranuu oxupanyu ['eHoc, mpubbIBIINi BCKope nocie FOgxuHa, 1
Cuanb, KoTopas ImpoBesna 0oJibllle BCEro BpeMeHu 0e3 CO3HaHUS CPenu XKepTB. Takxke TaM OBl
KreliH, HemaBHO Ha3HaYeHHBIM Ha MeCTo raBel CoBeTa. KpoMe TOTO, eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO JTUYHO
ynpasnsan Bparamu Tenenoprauuu, Obl1 KauTaH IECTOT0 JUBU3UOHA [Iuapa.

— INepBbiMu TpUOYAYT rocTU U3 ApoTa, — COOOIINII UM KaluTaH.

[IpoBepus Bpems, [Juap NONHSAI CBOU IIOCOX.

[Tadd!

Bpara TenemopTanuy 3acusiiy, KOTr[a CBsI3b Oblyla YCTAHOBIIEHA.



Bckope moce 3Toro OHM Havasiu IyJIbCUPOBaTh. [IepBEIM BhIIIEN JIOBE/ITHaH, ONETHIM B YEPHYIO
MaHTHI0. BMecTo FOmK1Ha, KOTOPEIY IEPBBIM BCTPETHUIT €TI0 B3rIsAA, ApxuMar mogouren K Knenny,
HOBOMY I'1aBe CoBeTa, ¥ IPOTSHYI €My PYKY.

— [Ipomio MHOTO BpeMeHHU C Halllel ITOCIefHEeX BCTpedH, — MIOIPUBETCTBOBA JI0BeIInaH.

— Brto Ovl yyinie, ecnu OB MBI MOTJIM BOCCOEIUHUTLCS M7 00Jiee IPUSITHOTO fefla, — C KPUBOH
ynbIOKo# cKa3an KnelH, moxumas pyKy Macrtepa KpacHol Barmrxu.

MenkuT, KOTOpas nocjaenoBana 3a JIoBennuaHoOM Yepes3 BpaTa TeJlellopTaluy, CerogHs Oblla ofeTa
Ha yguBieHue o0biyHO. Ha Helt Ovina O6necTsimias uryba u3 yepHol HOpku. OfHAKO Ha Hel Obliu
KOKaHBIE CAIlOTH, HACTOJIBKO BEICOKHE, UTO JOXOMUIIM [0 KOJIEH, U IIPY KaXKIOM IIare U3aBajlu
CKpHII.

— IIpuBeT! — BOCKIIMKHYJIa XEHIUHA.

Bcero HeCKOJIBKO IHeH Ha3al COCTOSITIUCEH IIOXOPOHE!, ¥ U3-3a TOr0, HACKOJIBKO CEPhe3HBIM OB
HeJaBHUM MHIUOEHT, aTMocdepa B 3aMKe ITOTPy3uiach B YHEIHKE, HO... MEJIKUT BCe 3TO OBIIO
6e3pa3nuyHo. OrnsAeB OKPECTHOCTH, OHa 3aMeTusa FOaK1Ha 1 IToMaxajia eMy PYKOU C IKAPOKON
YIIBIOKOM.

Macrtep Beno#t Bamuu cHavana o6paTtunack K Cuasb: [IpoIio MHOTO BpeMEeHHU C Halllel IoCcIeIHen
BCTPEYH, HE TaK /M, I0Has equ? [TOMHUIID JTA TH MEHS?

— ...JIla, KOHEYHO, — HEOXOTHO IIpH3HaJla OEeBYIIIKa.

— Tak rge ke TOT KalluTaH, KOTOPHEIY He 3HAET, Kak BecTH ce0s B CBOEM Bo3pacTe? S ToBOpIO 0
JKeHIIUHEe, KOTOpas TOCTOSHHO ITPOBepsijia BPeMs Ha CBOMX KapMaHHBIX YacaX, XOTs Ha Hel ObUIn
Hapy4yHble, — yTOYHUIa MEeNKuT.

— ...Kanutan KapmeH B HacTosIee BpeMs HaXOOUTCS B TJIaBHOM IoMecThe. — CHIJIb
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BeCeJIo yasl0aolnasicss MelKUT BEIHYKIAeT ee OTKPHITh MPaBAy, XOTS Ha CAMOM
IeJe el X0TeJIoCh CKa3aTh: KTO TH TaKast, YTOOR 0OBUHSTH KOI'0-TO B HECIIOCOOHOCTH BeCTH cebs Ha
CBOW BO3pacT?

— 41 BuepBele nocelai 3aMoK YepHoro JIbBa. Huuero, eciu s HEMHOT0 OCMOTPIOCH? — CIIPOCUIIa
JKeHIIVHA.

— [Touemy OBl HaM He OCTaBUTh 3TO Ha IIOTOM, — BMelnancst Kneitn. — [TaTpuapx Toxe OOXKEeH
CKOPO TTPUOKITE.

— XM, 4TO XK, eMy ¥ TaK MPUXOOUTCS HeJlerkKo. f mocTapawch CIeIUTh 3a CBOEH MUMHUKON, —
roobeirana MeJKHuT.



«Ho moueMy OHa [EPKUTCS 3a 3TOT0 MapHs, Kak Oy[ATO 3TO OISt Hee eCTECTBEHHO?» — CH3Nb
HaxMypusa 6poBu, rasas Ha FOmxkwHa u MenKuT. BEIIO M 9TO YTO-TO IMOX0XKee Ha MaTePUHCKYIO
IPUBSI3aHHOCTH? [[eMCTBUTEILHO, 9TO OBIIO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO. FOHOIIIA He MOT 3HATh, YTO TaKOe
MaTepuHCKas m060Bb. Tak YTO, BO3IMOXKHO, OH MTOAPYKHUIICS C 3TOM XKEHIIUHON, KOTopas uMesa
3penyio GuUrypy, IpuauyHoe KOJUYeCTBO JieT U Obljia II0JIHa MaTePUHCKOW MIPHUBSI3aHHOCTH.

«...X0Ts1, MOXKeT ObITh, OHa 0OJIbIIIe TTI0X0XKa He Ha MaTh, a Ha 6abymKy?» — rpy6oBaTo
IIPE/IOJIOKUTIA AEeBYIIKA.

XoTs y Hee Oblyla MpeKpacHasi BHEIIHOCTh ABafaTuieTHe... CUaJb He T03BOIMIa cebe 3aKOHUUTD
3Ty MBICIIb. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la OHa Hayaja paccCMaTpuBaTh MENKUT C 3TOM TOUKU 3PEHUS,
IeBYIIKa IT0YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO CeMYAC ¥ Hee BOZHUKHYT I'PyObie MBICIIH O €e HEelOCPeaCTBeHHOM
HavanbHUIE, KapMeH JlanoHxapT... Bygy4yu KalluTaHOM TPEThEro AUBU3KOHA, XKEHIIMHA, XO0Th
CUIIbHAS ¥ KPacHBasi, He OCTaBJIsAsla PYTUM BEIOOpA, KPOME KaK yBaXaTh €e...

— CBs3b ¢ FOpacom ycTaHOBIeHa, — HOI0XKUI [uapy.

[Tpu sTux cmoBax MenKUT HakJIOHUIACh Onnke K FOoxKuHy ¥ mpoinenTana: f cibliana, YTo K HaM
efgeT uHKBU3UTOP? Thl KOTHa-HUOYIb BCTpeyYas ero paHblme?

— HeT, — oTBeTHI 10HOIIA.

— Ilo3BoMIb MHE CKa3aTh, YTO, XOTH HEHAaBUXY CBHH_IGHHYI-O I/IMI'IepI/II-O, S HEHABUXKY MHKBU3UTOPOB
ele OoJibinie. 3Haellb, HO‘-IGMY? — CIIPpOCHJIa XKEHIIWHA.

HOpxuu kxuBHY U cKa3as: [Ja. ['oBopsaT, 4TO B fanekoM npouuioM CeslleHHas MMnepus cuuTana
IIOKJIOHEHUe iyXaM Pa3HOBUAHOCTHIO epect U IIpeciiefoBalia Ipu3bBaTeNlel AyX0B, BEPHO?

Menkut B3goxHyna: O 60xKe, Thl BeChMa CBEAYI, He Tak au? KaxkeTcs, TH TaKke MHOTO U3y4das
HCTOPHUIO BOJIIIEOHUKOB?

— Ho pa3Be Bce 3T0 He ObIJI0 0YeHb MaBHO? — 3aMeTui FOmXKuH.

— Hy, BO3MOXHO, TaK OHO U €CThb, HO JaXKe ceryac OHU, BO3MOXKHO, BCE €llle TalHO PEeCIeayoT
IIpU3bIBaTENIeN AYX0B, HET? — KOTa OHa 3TO TOBOPUJIA, B I/la3aX KEeHIIWHH II0SBUJIaCh Becesas
UTPUBOCTb.

'naps et npsiMo B Tia3a, KOmxuH QeIpKHYN 1 mpobopMoTan: Tl Kak 6abyIiKa, KOTOPOM HPaBUTCS
yraTh JeTel, pacCKa3blBas UM CTPALIHbIE HCTOPUH...

— XMm? Yto TH cKa3an? 4 1mmoxo Tebs CIbIILy, — coraia MeaKur.



[Toxa Mactep Beno# Baurnu 3akphiBaja yiid ¥ ©37aBaja 3ByK "Aaa", 4TOOHI 3arTyLUInuTh TI00be
BO3paXXeHus], BpaTa TeJlenopTaluy Hadall CBETUTHCA.

W3 BpaT BHIIIIIK [IBa YenoBeka. O0a OBl OOeTH B KpacHbIE, KaK KPOBB, OJI€STHUS, a TOJ HUMH —
yepHas GpopMa, KOTOPYI0 HOCAT Bce Xkpelibl bora CBeTa, ¢ Y4epHHIMU KUBEPAMU Ha I'0JI0Bax.

YenoBek BO I'1aBe ImpefacTaBuiaca: MeHs 30ByT ATapakc, 4 g unieH ManedpukapyM. A ato ['emopus,
MOSI YUeHHIIa.

ATapakc ObIT MyKYWHOH C IIMHHBEIMUA CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMH, HO YV JKEHIIUHEI, [ e MOPHH, BOJIOCH OBIITH
KOpoue, 4YeM y Hero, a PoT 3aKphiBajia YepHas MeTajindeckas Macka. C IpsSMBIMH, YII0XKEHHEIMU B
KOCHUYKY BOJIOCAaMH, KOTOPBIE, Ka3a10Ch, OBIIIM Cpe3aHbl HOKOM, 00paMJIsis JTUI0, KEHIIHHA
CKaHMPOBAJla OKPYyzKalollee MPOCTPAHCTBO.

Xots 'eMopus XxpaHula MOT4aHue, KpOMe KOPOTKOTO BOPYaHUs B 3HAK IMPUBETCTBUS, ATapaKc
3aroBopuJl, Kak Obl TOBOPSI BMeCTO Hee: Pa3Be IlaTpuapx elre He 30eCh?

Kneiin 3aBepurn ero: OH ckopo mpuOyneTt. Ham TOIBKO YTO yOamoch YCTaHOBUTH CBSA3b C MMmepue
Kuib.

HOmxun npuctanbHO OoCcMOTpen Ha Atapakca u ['emopuio. ManedukapyMm, 3T0 KeCTOKOe 1
0e32KayloCTHOE Tofipa3fenenre MHKBU3UINY, CYLIECTBOBAJIO M TPUCTA JIET Ha3af.

YecTHO rosops, FOOXuH He nUTal K HUM HUKaKUX HEMIPUSI3HEHHBIX YyBCTB. A KaK HaCueT UXx
0e32KaJIOCTHOCTH 110 OTHOIIIEHUIO K YEPHBIM MaraM u JeMoHaM? MIMeHHO TakuM Obln XaMen B
npouior xku3Hu KOmxuHa. B xaoTuuHOM Mupe TPUCTAa JIeT Ha3ax ManedukapyM Takxke ObLIM OOHUM
U3 COIO3HUKOB XaMeJa.

«...Ho He ABIFI0TCA U OHU CJIAILIKOM CTapOMOOHOM OpraHu3alliel [AJ1s HbIHEIIHEW 3I0XU?»

9T0 OB MU, rOe 0omblile HENTb3s OBIJI0 OXOTUTHCS Ha YEePHBIX MaroB 0e3 pa3bopa Wi IPOSIBIATh
OTKPHITYIO BPaxkaeOHOCTh K IeMOHMYECKOMY Hapony. I1oaToMy TO, YTO 9TO OTHeNeHne MHKBU3UIINH,
CYILIIeCTBOBABIIIEE UCKITIOYHUTEIFHO Pay 3TOT0, BCE ellle IIPOI0JIKaJjI0 CYIIeCTBOBATh, He MOTJIO He
youBuTh FOmXKuHa.

BpaTa TenemopTanuu 3aBUOPUPOBAIIH.

HOHo1a BEIIpSIMUII CIMHY, YCTaBUBIIUCH Ha BpaTa. Bckope nocie atoro [laTpuapx kiaHa JlaioHXapT
I'mneapn mpolren 4epes BpaTa TelenopTaluu. BoegaTnenue, KOTopoe mmpou3sen Ha FOmxkuHa
HBIHELIHUY ['ueas;, 3aMeTHO OTIMYaoCh OT MYyKYHUHEI, C KOTOPHIM IOHOIIIA BULEJICS BCEro HECKOIbKO
MecsleB Ha3af. Y [latprapxa ObIM T7IyO0KO BIasible IeKW U TEMHBIE KPYTH IOf ra3aMu. Ero
6opona Oblya Mo-IIpekHEMY aKKypaTHO IOACTPUXKeHa, HO FOOKUH MOT BUAETH ITIOPE3Bl, OCTaBIEHHEIE
Ha IeKaX ¥ MoA00pOKe MYXKUUHBI.



«...JI71 TAKOTO OIBITHOTO BOMHA O3BOIUTh Imope3aThb cebst 6pHTBOfI>>, — C COXaJIeHueM I10ayMail
IOHOIIIA.

Kaszanocs, 4To 3a ImocieqHue HeCKOJIbKO MeCsIeB BECh €r0 TOPC YMeHBIIUIICS. BhIIo sCHO, 4TO
TICUXu4YecKoe coctosiuue ['mmeama OBII0 Pa3pyIIeHO IOCTeTHUM HHIMAEHTOM C DBapaoM.

— ...Ilatpuapx, — Knein ucnyctumn B3Hox ¥ 00paTHICS K HEMY C 3TUM IIPUBETCTBUEM.

Tonbko Ays TOro, 4To0b! ['Uyean TyT XKe ynas Ha KOJIEHU U CKa3an: MHe oueHb XaJlb.

I'maBa CoBeTa OB TOpazkeH 9TUM 3PEJIUINeM U OBICTPO momHsT [laTprapxa Ha HOTH.

— OU... He CTOUT [T0Ka3LIBaTh TAKOW XKaJIKUU BUL, — YKOPUI ero KnewH.

— ...Heyxenu y MeHs IeNCTBUTEIHHO eCTh BEIOOP? Bce 9T0 mpou3omio u3-3a Moei coOCTBEHHOM
HEeYMeJIOCTU. JTOT KPU3KUC... I Jaxe He 3HAI0, KaK Ha4yaTh HECTH 3@ HETO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD..., —
BHMHOBATO 3aMsiJicsa ['uieap.

— ...JlaBait 06cyguM Bce 3TO 1M03%ke. A ToKa BCTaHb IIPSAMO. ... TBOU IeTU CMOTPST, IOMHHU, —
HarloMHUJ eMy KiieuH.

BrimycTuB riny0oKuii B3OoxX, MyK4YKHa IoxjIonan [laTprapxa no mneuy. [Ipx 9ToOM HallOMUHAHUYU CBET
C 3aro3faHreM BEepPHYIICS B ria3a ['uimeaya, 3aTIHYTHE TeMHOM nejaeHoi. OH MOBEPHYIICS, YTOOBI
mocMoTpeTh Ha Cuanb u KOmxkuHa.

OOBIYHO OHA IIPpUBETCTBOBAIIA OBl OTa yanﬁKOfI, HO HBIHEIIHAA OO0Yb HE MOI'JIa 3aCTaBUTh cebst
cmenaTh 9T0. OHa 6bICTpO CKJIOHHJIA T'OJIOBY II€pe[ l'uneamomM, COEepPXKHUBaAA XKeJlaHHEe PAa3PhIAaThCsA.

— ...Oxxxx!... — 'mnean n3gan oOJIerYeHHBIN B3[0X, IIOOX0OSI K CBOUM IETSIM.

On KPEIIKO OOHSIJI X ¥ CKJIOHHJI Had HUMHU T'OJIOBY.

— ...4 crBIIan BCIO UCTOPUIO. ITO TaKoe 0OJieTYeHue... UTO BBl BCE B IIOPSIAKE, — TUXO ITPOIIeNTal
[TaTpuapx.

— ...Ore1n..., — mpouenTana Cusjb, yTKHYBIIXUCE II[OM B TPYOb OTLIA ¥ HEMHOTO TIOIIIAKaB.

BmecTo TOT0 4TOOH MyCTUTH CIIE3Y, IOHOIIA TOCMOTPEN Ha PYKY, KOTOpou ['unean oOXBaTUI €T
TIJIeYH.

OH He omm0cs1, KOTHa eMy IT0Ka3aJioChk, YTO BCE TEJI0 IPUEMHOI0 OTIla CTajo MeHblle. Pyku ['uneana



OelCTBUTEIBHO OBIJIM TOHBIIIE, YeM HeCKOJIbKO MecCdLleB Ha3a[. HpOH.IJ'IO BCETO IISITh JHEU C TeX II0p,
KaK SBapJI YCTPOUII UHIOIUOEHT, HO, IIOX0XKeE, IIEPEXKUTOI0 3a 3TU HECKOJIEKO OHEeH OBITO JOCTATOYHO,
YTOORI meKy ['Uneaga BIamay, a MBIIIIITEL PYK YBAJIN.

— ...Cnacu6o, FOmgxun, — 6r1aromapHo obpaTuics K Hemy ['umneap.

— ...4 cpmernan TOIBKO TO, YTO [OJIKEH OB CHeNaTh, — YKIOHYMBO OTBETUI HOmXKUH.

— Ecnu 681 He THI, TO OBIJIO OBI CTMIIKOM IIO3THO UTO-TH00 IenaTh.

— ...MHe npocTo noBe310. ITO OBUIa HE TOJTBKO MOS CHJIA.

Cka3zaB 3T0, IOHOIIIa IIOCMOTPEJT Ha ABYX MHKBU3UTOPOB U3 Manedukapyma — Atapakca u 'eMopuio.
OHU OTKPOBEHHO IISITUIIACE Ha Tanuio FOmxkuHa.

— ...CBsiTOoM Meu B Hafle’KHBIX pyKaxX, — 3aBepHUJI UX I0HOIIIA.

— OTo papyeT, — ¢ ynbrOKOoM CKa3an ATapakc, HafieBasi Ha T'OJIOBY CHSITHIM B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUS
rojioBHOM y6op. — Hy Torga... moxanyiicTa, Beou Hac. HaM HYKHO YBUIETL MECTO, I'ie 3TOT AbSIBOJI,
9Bapp JlarioHXapT, IPOBEJ CBOU 3allPETHHIM, Pa3BPaTHBEIM U IIOYTH KaTaCTPOOUIECKUM PUTYall.

— JTOT ABLSBOIL...

I'maza 'mieana 3agpoKaiy Ipu 9TUX cjioBaX. OMHAKO OH OBIT HE B TOM IIOJIOKEHUH, YTOOHI KaK-TO
OoTpearupoBaTh Ha 3To 0O6BUHEeHHUe. [laTpruapx UL U3[al KOPOTKHI B3[I0X U BRIMyCTU FOmxKuHa U
CuaJjib U3 CBOUX O0BATUH.

— [loxanyiicTa, cnenyiTe 3a MHOY, — BHe3allHO 3aroBopuil I'eHocC.

MyxurHa He 0oBepst ManedukrapyM B 1iesioM. Ho gaxe cpefgu HUX UMsi ATapakca ObIJI0 0COOeHHO
M3BECTHO TEM, UYTO K HEMY IIpujiarajiach rps3Has pemyTamus, o ueM ['eHocy OBIJI0 XOPOIII0 U3BECTHO.

«...YToOH 11epKOBb nocnana Kaparens Atapakca... u [unboTuny ['eMOpHio», — 3aAyMUYKUBO ITPOU3HEC
MyK4YKHa.

XOoTs OH 3HAJI, YTO U3-3a BAXKHOCTHU 3TOT0 UHIIMAEHTa OyIeT IMoC/iaH KTO-TO C BEICOKMM CTaTyCOM, HO
IOyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO OHU [ENCTBUTEILHO MonutoT Kapartens. A ero yuyenutia, ['emopus, Gblyia CTOJb
2Ke BBICOKOIIOCTAB/IEHHOM, KaK X HaCTaBHUK.

— A 9TO HacueT BBIKHUBIINX? — CIIPOCUJI ATapakc.



— Bce onu B 6€30macHOCTH, — [OI0KHUI ['eHOC.

— ThI umemns B BUYy, UYTO OHU HE CTPadalii OT KaKoro-mb0 ICUXUYEeCKOT0 3a1"p5{3HeH1/15{?

— K cuacTthlo, HeT.

— 3arpsisHeHne MOXKeT OLICTPO PAaCIPOCTPAHUTHCS Jaxke OT CaMOr0 MaJIeHbKOT0 3epHa. Ilocie
0CMOTpa MeCTa IIPOBEeHMs PUTyasia Mbl OIIPOCUM KaxK[IOTO U3 BRIKHUBIIKX II0 OTHEIbHOCTH, —
00BSIBHJT HHKBU3UTOP.

— 3HaeIb, TBOK TOH He IIOX0X Ha TOT, KOTOPHIM CIIPAIABaET Pa3pelleHnss, — arPpeCCUBHO 3aMETHII
I'eHoc.

— ITO0 HYXKHO cHesaTh. Thl Ke He X04elllb, YTOOH elrle KTO-TO U3 TBOEro KjaHa Iajl JKepTBOH
pa3BpallleHus? — OTBeTUI ATapakc.

Bripaxenue nuija KneliHa Hanpsariock Ipu ClloBax MHKBU3UTOpa. OH ycTaBujCcd Ha ATapakca C
HexapaKTepHOU [Ji Hero BpaxkaeOHOCTRIO B Iria3ax. ['eMopust oTpearuposasia Ha 3TOT B3I,
II0JIOZKUB IaJIbIbl Ha MacCKy, 3aKphIBAOLIYIO POT, U OTBETHO ITIOCMOTpesia Ha KieiiHa.

— MH&I 37iech He [JIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI COYYBCTBOBATh MPHUCKOPOHOMY MHIIMAEHTY KilaHa JlalloHXapT, U He
[JIsT TOTO, YTOOBI TIOMOYb BHISICHUTD ITPaBAy, — CKa3ajl ATapakc, IIOOHSAB PYKY U CXBaTUB ['eMopuio 3a
1e490. — ITOT UHLIKUIEHT — OeclpeliefeHTHLIM U CTPAHHBIM CIy4al, Korfa ocTaHku Kopomei
IIeMOHOB, KOTOPHIE OBITTM ITOKOPEHHI TPUCTA JIET Ha3al, BEPHY/IUCH, YTOOH! BEHI3BATh Xaoc. B
HbIHeIIHeM MajedpuKapyMe HaM He pa3pelaeTcss OXOTUTHCS Ha YEPHBIX MaroB MU IEMOHOB, HO...
ecqii Mbl 00HapyKUM HapylleHue Kakux-nub6o Taby, 0co6eHHO coBepIleHuEe JTI0ObIX TPECTYIIIEHNH,
CBSI3aHHBIX C "HCIIOb30BaHKEeM" miofieli, Manedbukapym 6e3 KonebaHuii OyoeT 0XOTUTHCS Ha
BUHOBHEIX, K€M OBl OHU HU OBLIIH.

— ...IToatromy? — nopcka3san Kneus.

— M&I 3mech, 4TOOH COeNaTh TO, YTO [OJIKHO OBITH CHAEIaHO, — PELIUTENbHO 3asBul ATapakc. — Kak
TAKOBBIE, MBI He OyIeM CIipallvBaTh pa3perrenus. ['maBa CoBeTa, Ml TIOHUMAeM, YTO Thl XOYelllb
CKDEITh II030P CBOETO KJaHa, HO... YTO, eCJIU B TOJI0BaX XKEPTB OCTAHYTCSA CeMeHa ObsBoja? UTo ecnu
3TO MPUBEHET K TOMY, YTO OHU BIIafyT B 6e3yMue U OgHAXKOH COBEPIIAT TOT XKe NeMOHUYECKUM
puTyan, 4To u OBapn?

— Xopotio, 51 BUXKY He00X0OQUMOCTh, — HEOXOTHO Ipu3Has I'maBa CoBeTa, B3MOXHYB U IT0OKa4aB
roiaoBou. — ...OHAKO [I03BOJIb MHE UCIIPaBUTh OfHY Belllb. f HE HAMEpPEH CKPHIBATh 1030 HAIIEro
KjlaHa. [IoTOMy 4TO eciu MBI OyIEM CJIeTo MBITaThCS CKPHITh €70, TO JIUIIh PA3/I0KUM ce0st U3HYTPH.
OpHako MeHsT OECIIOKOUT TO, YTO TBOM METOMHI OTIPOCA KEPTB MOTYT OBITh CIIUIIIKOM CYypPOBBIMH.

— Hamu gompocs OyayT MATKUMU U BEXTUBEIMU, — T1000eIan Atapakc.



— B TakoMm cryuae, Th He Gyfelnb Bo3paxkaThb, eCIH S IIOCMOTPI0, — MOIpocun KieiiH.

WHkBU3UTOP yCTynui: [a, oXanyrucra, CMOTPH, KakK X04elllb.

OHU HaIPaBUIIKCH B TIy0Ob Neca. HaiiTu MecTo, Tie TPOBOOMIICS PUTYaJ, OBIIIO HECII0KHO: HECKOIBKO
YEPHBIX JIbBOB OXPAHSIIHU JIeC, YTOOh HUKaKiue JeMOHMYEeCKHe 3BePH He MOTJIM IIOBPEOUTh MECTO.

— ...XM, — 3aJyM4YUBO XMEIKHYJIa MEJKUT.

Bce aTo BpeMsi, C TEX IIOP KaK OHHU BOIIJIX B JIEC, KEHIMHNHA 0CTaBalaCh COCpeJIOTOquHOfI, He T'OBOp4A
HH ciioBa. OHa 0CTaHOBUIACH Ha HECKOJIPKO MTHOBEHMH, 3aTeM HAK/JIOHUIACH U KOCHYJIaChk PYKaMu
IIOYBEHI.

— ...XM, — CHOBa XMBIKHYJId Menkur, ee rinasa CY3UIIUCE.

[ToyBa, 110 KOTOPO¥ OHA IIPOBeJIa PyKaMu, 3a[IpoKasia, ¥ U3 3€MJIH [T0JIe3]TH TTIHHSIHbEIE YeJI0BEUKH
pa3MepoM C maner.

— ...JIefCTBUTENBLHO, ITOX0XKE... YTO 3AECh U BIPABAY OB IyX ThbMHL... ITO HOBOJILHO HEOORIYHO, —
npo0opMoTasia XKeHIIMHA, TI0TIaXK1Bas MablleM I'TMHSHBIX YeJIOBEUKOB 110 TOI0Be. — [IyXu 3ToH
3€MJIU... He 0YEHb-TO TAPMOHHUPYIOT CO 3MelIHel mo4Boii. OHU OBLIM IIepecesieHkl C IPYToro y4acTKa
3eMJIX Ha 9TOT. A TaM... XMMM... KOJIMYECTBO HepBO6bITHbIX OYXO0B MEHbIIIEe, 4YeM OJOJIZKHO OLITE.

MenkuT 3a4epIiHyia pyKaMu Kydy 3eMJId. 3aTeM OHa Pa3fBHHYJIA MaJIbLbl U fajia II0OYBe CTeYh BHU3,
KaK IIeCUMHKaM.

— B03MO0XKHO, KOTja IPOUOET 3TOT CE30H, B TO MECTHOCTH He OCTaHEeTCH faXe TPaBUHKHU? ITO
BeChMa JII0OOMBITHO... ITO... @ He TO, YTO 3eMJII MEPTBA.... XM, BEPHO... TaK U eCTb. [I0X0Xke, 4TO
IepBOOLITHEIE IyXW 3€MJIM Ha CAMOM [ieJie TPeBPaTUIIUCh B JYXOB ThbMbI? — IIPEATOJIoKuIa MeKuT.

— B03Mo0HO /11 BOOOIIe YTO-TO IOH00H0e? — crpocun ee KOmxuH.

— It MeHs? KOHEYHO, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO. Y MEeHs HEeT HUKaKUX JOI0OBOPOB C AyXaMU ThbMEL, U 5 He
X04y 3aKJIo4daTh C HUMHU J0roBop. Ho maxe ecnu Tak, MHe He HY2KHO 3HATh JyXOB TbMbI HAIIPSIMYIO,
BepHO? Hu OOVH OyX HEe MOXKET MEIIATh UJIN IIPETIATCTBOBATE OPYTIUM OyXaM COBEPIIEHHO PA3HBIX
ctuxuu. [laxe ecnu 970 Koponb [JyXxoB, — ¢ yCMeIIKOU CKa3ajia MeJKuT, BEIPAMIIAACh. — TakK 4To
OOBIYHEIH IyX THMBI He [IOIKEeH 00J1ailaTh CUJIOM HACUIIBHO aCCUMUIMPOBATh IIEPBOOLITHEIX MYX0B
npyrou ctuxuu. K ToMy Xke... pa3Be Thl He TOBOPHJI, UTO OH OBIT CItoco0eH 3a6I0KMPOBATh rla3a u
yIIu npecTuxkHbIX Prillapeit YepHoro JIkBa? Xaxa! 9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO!

— 310 IIOTOMY, 4TO 3TO OBITT HEe OOBIYHBIHN oyXx, — 00BSICHUII FOHOIIIA.



— [la, BOT 1OYEMYy 3TO TaK JIIOOOIBITHO... KAK MHTPUTYIOIIE, — C BOJTHEHUEM CKa3ajla MenKuT. —
Ocranku Koponeii [IeMOHOB, TOBEPKEHHBIX COTHU JIET Ha3afl, COXPaHUIIUCDH B UX OPYXKUHU... 9TO A
MOTY TOHSITh. HO 4TOOBI 3TH OCTATKHU ITOTOM CTaJIU AyXaMH? YKe HalKMcaHO HECKOIBKO PaboT o
TECHOM CBSI3W MeXOYy MaHOM U myxaMu, HO 4ToOkl Koposb [JeMOHOB CTal JyXOM...

— OTO TakXke MOXKeT 03Ha4aTh, YTO IOKJIOHEHKEe JyXaM JeHCTBUTEIbHO SBIISIETCS PA3HOBUIHOCTLIO
epecu, — mpo6opmoTasn ATapaxc.

— TrI Hecelllb TaKylo 4yIllb, — QBIPKHYJIA XKEeHIIKWHA, IONHIB PYKHU.

[MuHsIHbIE YeI0BEYKY 3aIo0Ji3aid 00paTHO B ITOYBY, 3aCTaBJIsAS 3€MJTI0 IPOXKATh ¥ ITOOHUMATELCS. JTO
OblTa Ta caMasi BOJIHA I'PsI3u, KOTOPYI0 MenKuT mokaskiBana FOmxuHny B yiecy KnaHa JlafioHXapT.

— [I71s1 TaKOTO, KakK THI, KOTOpBIfI HeCeT TaKYI0 9yIllb, Thl HE 3dCJIy2KWBA€IIb TOTO, YTOOKI ocenjiaTh ATy
MOIO YOUBUTEJIbHYIO I'PA3€BYIO BOJIHY, — IOPOO0 3asiBUJId KEHIMHWHA.

— BmecTo Toro 4ToOH IEesIaTh YTO-TO CTOJIb ITOCTEITHOE, NaBaill yKe yioeM, — OTpyrall ee
JloBesnuaH.

)%k

— Bot oHO, — cka3an KOmXKuH, KOrna OHU MPUOBITH Ha MEeCTO, THe IIPOXONUII PUTyall. — BOH TaM...
TaM ¥ MPOXOMUI PUTyajl. MoxkeT ObITh, TaM OCTAI0OCh HECKOJIBKO ciemoB? I1o Bceil 3eMiie GBI
HapPHCOBAaH MarM4eCKUH KPYT... €0 YaCTH TaKxKe OBUIM HAaPUCOBAHL B BO3MIyXe, HO OHU MCYE3JIH.

Ero BCTPETHUIIO MOJIYaHHKE, II0OKa OCTaJIbHBIE OCMATPHUBAJIM MECTO.

— A eme Tam ObIJIO YEPHOE... lepeBo. He 3Ha10, MOXKHO I Ha3BaTh €T0 IePeBOM, HO, II0 KpaiHen
Mepe, OHO OBIJIO ITOX0Ke Ha Hero. 2KepTBH ORUIH IOABENIeHE Ha BETBSIX, KOTOPHIE U3BHUBAIUCH, KaK
mynanbiia. M Bce ObLIO MOTTIONIEHO TEMHBIM MPaKoOM, — CKa3aJl I0HOIIa, B3TJITHYB Ha CECTPY. —
[TockonbKy 51 He ObLI 3aXBadeH B KaUeCTBe XKEPTBHI, €CJIU Thl X04elllb Y3HaTh, KAKOBO 3TO OBIJIO,
crpocu y Cusnb, a He ¥ MeHs1. OHa CMOrjla Y4aCTUYHO COXPAaHUTh CO3HaHUE faxe B TaKOW CUTYyalluu.

— ...JIeiCTBUTENILHO, 3TO..., — TUX0 MpoOopMoTan JIoBeauaH, OrIsigbiBasi OKPECTHOCTH, a 3aTeM
GBIPKHYJ. — JTO Jaxe Xyxe, 4eM s gyMall.

— JT0 OBUT HOBOJIBHO YKACAOIINN PUTYa, — coriacuics KOmxkuH.

— Her, s TOBOPIO HE O pUTyaJie, — YTOYHHUII ApXI/IMaT, TIogHUMadAd IIajield X YKa3bIBasd Ha 9YTO-TO. —
MOKHO Jaxke CUHUTaTh ynaqeﬁ, YTO OBbIJIa TOJIBKO OJHa HEBHMHHAA XKEPTBa.

JloBennaH yKa3bBajl Ha ciiemsl OUTBEL. OH CMOTpEJ BHU3 Ha OOJIBIIYIO SIMYy, HACTOJIBKO TITyOO0KYIO,



YTO Ka3aJioch, 6yaTO OHA MPOOUTa HO CaMO¥ KOPEHHOM MOPOAkl. MEeIKUT TOXKe MPUCBUCTHYIIA,
OTJISIOBIBASICH II0 CTOPOHAM.

— 9710 rpa"ano3H0. HacKoIbKO BCe IIJI0X0, YTO B 3eMJIe faXKe HeT HU OJHOI0 fyXa? — U3yMusiaach
Mactep benou baruu.

— Kakoii yxxac, — npopslyan ATapakc, Cy3uB I'jla3a U IOOHSB PYKY.

OH "cxBaTun" BO3AyX MabllaMu B OeJIbIX IIepYaTKax ¥ I0Tep Hasblkl APYT 0 gpyra. [locyie 3Toro ero
IepYyaTKd MTHOBEHHO OKPaCUIIUCh B YEPHBIN LIBET.

— ...IlomymaTh TONBKO, UTO 51 CMOTY VBULETh TaKyl0 37I00HYIO, 3JI0BEMIYI0 JEMOHINYECKYIO CUITY B
MecTe 3a IpefeflaMi JeMOHUYECKHUX 3eMeJlb..., — IPo0opMoTa HHKBU3UTOD.

— IIaTh mHe¥ Ha3af Bce OBIIO ellle XyxKe, 4eM celiyac, — HeOpexKHO cka3as FOmXKuH, 3aTeM
B3OPOTHYJI ¥ paclaxHy miail. — ...be3 cunbl CBsiToro Meua u Akamy s O6bI TOKe He CMOT BBIZKUTh.

X0Ts OH YXKe IIOJIYy4UHrJI JOCTAaTOYHO MHOI'O BHUMAHN I, IOHOIIIA HEe XOTeJI IIPHUBJIEKATh €Ille OoJibIe
BHHUMAHUSA U HOJIOSpGHPII:I CO CTOPOHEI 3TUX IIOCTOPOHHHUX Jogen.

[ToaToMy oH moctan CaToM Meu u AKallly U IT0Ka3aJj ux rpyimne. I[locox He MpuUBIeK 0C060T0
BHMMaHMUS, HO T'JIa3a BCeX CUSAIHU, KOrga OHM cMOoTpenu Ha CBsiTou Med, KoTopeid FOmKUH gepxKan B
pykax. OHU He MOTJIM yaepxkKaThCs. ITOT Med OBITT YacThIo JIeTeHab 0 BenukoM BepmyTe u cumnTancs
JeTeHIapHEIM Me40oM, KOTOPHIH pa3pyoun Tpex Koponei [TemonoB. [Tocine cmepTtu BepMmyTa TOIbKO
[TaTpuapx Mor HOCUTh CBATOM Meu BO BpeMsI CEeMEWHHBIX IIePeMOHUM, U HU OOWH 4YeJIOBEK He OBl
npu3HaH CBATEIM Me4yoM CBOUM XO3UHOM.

— ...Bay..., — BEImOXHYJT ATapakc B 6;1aroroBeHuy, TIsAs Ha CBITO# Med BOCXUIIIEHHBIMY TIa3aMH.

'emopus, [0 CHX IOpP He IIPOPOHMBIIAS HU CJI0BA, TOXKE yCcTaBuiaach Ha CBaTou Mey
BCTPEBOKEHHLIMU TI'Jla3aMH.

WHKBU3UTOP POOOPMOTAI: ...9TO OEUCTBUTENBHO AnbTaup!...

— Ila, “MeHHO OH, — noaTBepaun KOmxuH.

— CHauarna g mogymall, YTo coobIrneHre ObII0 OMMMO0YHEIM. .. HO IIOOYMATh TOJIBKO, YTO HOBBIM XO35UH
ArnbTaupa NeVCTBUTENIPHO HaueH!... — U3yMJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI ATapakc.

KOnoma Havan TOBOPHUTE: Mowu u3BUHEHHUS 3a TO, YTO 4 CKPHIII...



— Tebe HeT HyXK[Ibl TOBOPUTDH TaKue BEIIW, — MHKBU3UTOP NpepBan KOmxKuHa, MoKadyaB rojaoBoi. — Y
Te0st ObITM BECKHeE MIPUYUHE He 00BSBISATH O TOM, UTO Thl MacTep CBsiTOro Meya, ¥ pa3Be KaHOUOAT B
CesiTeie Kpuctuna u CaTou [IpecTon ykKe He 0CBeIOMJIEHEI O TBOEM CTaTyCce HOBOT'O MacTepa
Cssatoro Meua, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB?

ATapakc MOTHSIT PYKH.

— I'emopus! AunogucmenTs MacTtepy CBsaToro Meuya! — npukasasn Atapakc.

KeHmuHa MoT4a OJHSJIA PYKY U Hadasia X/10maTh. Ho 3ByK XJIOIKOB MyKYUHBI ObIJT HAMHOTO
rpomue, ueM y ['emopun.

— XBaTHUT, — CKa3al ATapakc, KOrfa UX amnjoguCMEHTH Pe3K0 MPeKpaTUInuch. — A Temneps, MacTep
CesaToro Meua, pacckaxu HaM UCTOPHUIO O TOM, KaK Thl TePOUYECKU CPa3uil AbsBOJIA, IBITABLIETOCI
CIIyCTUTHCH Ccrofa!l

— OH yMep, ITOTOMY 4TO S 3aMaxXHYJICSI Ha Hero CBATHIM MedyoM, — mpocTo 00bsicHuN FOoxKuH.

ATapakc 1 ocTaJsibHble OBIIH OIIEeJIOMIIEHH.

— Hy, on Takxe u3pan 3ByK "Kaarx", mpexpe 4yeM UC4e3HyTh, — mpobopMoTan FOmxuH, momouns K
aJsiTapio, Ha KOTOPOM OCTaJIUCh YaCTU MarudecKkoro Kpyra.
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