- [Tpuién monroXmaHHBIN 3aIPoC, - BOIIEN B 3a0POIIeHHOe 3TaHue U IIPOTOBOPUIT aCCaCHH. 3aTeM
ThMa OKPYXKMJIa €T0, PACIPOCTPAHSISACH U 3aK/II0Yasi MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HETO B KAICYIIy.

[3T10 0H.]

- BepHo, on gypak. UToObI IPUHSATE PellleHre, eMy faXe He Tpe6oBasoCh HUKaKUX CTUMYJIOB MU
npuHyXkneHus. OH caM IPHUILET KO MHE.

[Bnaronapﬂ €My, I10JIararo, Oejib HallleT 0 IIPpruXoaa Cioga GYJIGT BEITIOJTHEHA HAMHOT'O 6I:>ICTpee.]

- OTOT 3ampoc. - MyxkumnHa cierka Haxmypuics. OH OrIAfescs U BCTPSAXHYII HaJlblibl. - BEl YyBepeHH!,
YTO 51 HOJIZKEH 3aiTH TakK [aneko? JTO NHIlb ONUH pebGEHOK. Pa3Be OJHOTO MU ABYX MOUX AEeTeH
MaJio?

[9T0 yyeHUK MacTepa Meda. [lyMaio, IPUYUH /IS Peaar3alliy 3TOro IIaHa JOCTATOYHO. ]

- Ho 910 Bcero nmuib MameHbKUN MaTb4uK. Y 9TOr0 peOEHKA HET TaJaHTa, X OH BHIYYHII TOIBKO OIHO
MCKYCCTBO (hexTOBaHMS, IPUYEM Bcero nuilb mnepckoe dexToBanue. - [To MHEHHIO accacuHa
peakius runbauu Oblia upe3MepHo 6ypHoi. OH He AyMal, 4To Y Hero BooO1lle eCTh BecKasi MpUYnHa
clofja Ipue3XkaTh.

[Ho, Tem He MeHee, peOEHOK ommaceH. Thl He MOXKeIb 3a0hITh MpoIiioe. Korga Hallla opraHu3alus
BIIEPBEIE MTOSIBUIACh B MUPE, TOT, KTO ITOCTABHU/I HAC Ha TPaHb UCYE3HOBEHUS, TaKkKe ObIJT MacTepoOM
Vimmepckoro ¢hexToBaHUsI. MbI JOIXKHEI COXPAHSITh OMUTEIbHOCTH C 9TUM IIPUKa30M. Eciu 9ToT
MaJIbYUK OKaXKeTCss HaMHOT0 00jiee ONBITHEIM U BHIPACTET... MBI HE CMOXKEM IT03BOJIUTh MIPOIITIOMY
ITIOBTOPUTHCH. ]

- Ho Torma 3TOT 4enoBeK He OBLII HACTOJIBKO OIBITHEIM. M OH OBIII HE OIOWH, UHa4Ye OH OBl HHUKOI'la He
CMOT CcHeJjiaThk TO, YTO TOT'ma IIPOM3O0IIIIIO.

Y6wuiilla TOBOPUII TaK, CJIOBHO IIPOTECTOBAJ IIPOTUB IIpUKa3a, CYWTasA ero HempusATHEM. OH OBbI
MoJ10f. BOT moyeMy oH He 3Hajl TOYHBIX COOBITHY MPOILIOTO. IIpexke Bcero, oH OB yBEPEH B CBOUX
CrIoCOBHOCTSIX YOUTH KaKOT0-TO TOIEro pefEHKa, He UMEIOIIETo TajlaHTa, Y KOTOPOro fAaXe He OBIIo
PSAIOM MacTepa Meda B BU[Ie 3alUTHI!

- immepckoe uCKycCcTBO exXToBaHUS IS CIabbIX, - CCACUH T'OBOPUII YBEPEHHO.

- OH maméeT oT Moe¥ PyKH. ¢ HaCIeOHUK BEIMKOMY4YeHHUKa U He HAaCTOJIbKO cj1al, 4YTOOH! OBITH
mobexmeHHbEIM MepckuM ¢dexToBaHHEM peOeHKa.



- 4 Bcerpa Tak ce6s 4yBCTBYIO, - pa304yapoBaHHO TpodopMoTana Paiika ¢ mpaMaMy Ha pyKax. -
[Touemy 51 He MOTy Teb6st TOOEOUTH?

OHa Bcerjia yBepeHa B ce6e. Y He€ eCTh TallaHT, ¥ OHA, HAKOHEIl, Hayajla ero 0Co3HaBaTh. OHa
yuusach HexXTOBaHUIO OJHOTO U3 BEJIMKUX T'€POEB MPOIIIOro U XOpOoIIo UM Biagena. OgHaKO TPOTUB
Ariepa oHa He ofepzKaja HU OMHOU 1moOemH.

- { maxe He MOTy JaTh HOCTOUHOTO OTIIOpa!

- MoxkeT, 9T0 ¥ He caMBI{ JIy4IIUYU yaap, HO THl BCE PaBHO CMOTJIa IollapanaTh MeHs U JOTSIHYThCS
cBOUM MedoM. 1151 MeHs1 60jlee YOUBUTEIIEH TBOM IIPOTPeCcC 3a TaKOM KOPOTKUM IIPOMEKYTOK
BPEMEHU.

A1miep He MOT ITOBEPUTH, UTO P3lika CMOTIM NMPUYUHUTE €My 00JTb BCET'O JIUIND 3a MONIT0fa HOIKHOTO
o0yuyenus. OH BUfieN YyIOBUILHEIE TallaHTH B IIPOIIJIOM, HO Jake OHU He MOTJIM IPUYUHUTH eMYy
Bpefa, IIOCKOJIbKY II0JIarajauch UCKITIOYUTEILHO Ha TalaHT. Paiika npucrnocabiuBanach ¢ ropasfmo
Ooyiee BEICOKMM TaJIaHTOM, YeM BCTPedYeHHbIe UM B IIPOLIIOM MEYHUKHM, U K TOMY Xe IIpUMeHsa
IIPaBUJIBHYIO TaKTUKY B OuTBe! E€ naxke Henb3s Oblla CPaBHUTH C MacTepaMy (HeXTOBAHUS IIPOIIIOTO
C TOYKM 3PEHUST KPUBOU 00y4EHUS.

- Emé caumKoM paHo IBITAaThCS MEHS MOOeIUTh.

dexToBaHMeE - 3TO AOCOIIOT, U CTUITU (EXTOBaHUS G0Jlee BEICOKOTO YPOBHS JOJIKHHI T0OeXKIATh
OCTaJIbHBIE, HO HE3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIbKO TaJIaHTIMBLIM KTO-TO ObIJI, eMy TPeOOoBaIoCh BpeMs
Ha MpeooJieHrue HeKOTOPOI'o IOpora, KOTrfa OH CMOXKeT o0exKaaTh TPOTUBHUKOB, 00J1aJatoNIux
0oj1ee BEICOKMM MacCTEePCTBOM. BO-TIepBEIX, YEIOBEK C BRIHAIOIMIMMCS TAJIAHTOM JOJIKEH OBII OBl
IIOCBSITUTH CBOIO XXM3Hb NOCTUKEHUIO TAKOT'0 MOABUTa Haf AmepoM. He3aBUCHMO OT CTENeHU
TaJIaHTa, MOTPeOyeTCcss MHOTO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH IT00eIUTh €T0, BO3MOXKHO, He 00J1aflafoLIero TalaHTOB
B 00pallleHuK C MEYOM, HO UMEIOIIero OTPOMHBIN OIBIT B HECKOJIBKMX OMTBAX He Ha XKM3Hb, a Ha
CMepTh.

[Tpexne Bcero, Aliep He POCTO Io0eXaasn TalaHTIUBLIX JII0fel, OH yOuBaJl ¥ YHUYTOXKA
MHOXXECTBO MOHCTPOB ¥ IEMOHOB B CBOEU IIPOIUION XKU3HU Ha HECKOJIBKUX MOJIAX cpaxeHuu. OH
IaXke y4acTBOBAJ B CllappUHTaXx ¢ MacTepaMu Meda. OH He OBbIJT KEM-TO, KTO ITaJIET OT 9TOr0 peOEHKa.
[To xpallHeU Mepe, MOKa.

To ke camMoe MOXKHO CKa3aTh ¥ OTHOCUTEJIBHO [IPYTUX AeTel, HO OBIIO OIMyIleHue, 4To Palika CBOUM
POCTOM yIrpoxkKaeT 3TOH BEPE.



- Kpome Toro, ¢ To00¥ Tak CII0KHO UMEThH IEeJI0 U3-3a 3TOM CMEHH OPYKHUS B JTII060M MOMEHT
BpeMeHu!

- [1eiCTBUTEJILHO?

Ariep mocTyd4ar 1o Hapy4y. B To ke BpeMs KOIb€ B er0 pyKe UC4Ye3710. ITO OBIJI0 0YeHb MPUSITHO.
XOTs OH BCE elllé MPUBLIKAJ K 3TOMY, HO OH y2Ke OBLJI OIBITEH MPAKTUUYECKH CO BCEMU CBOMMHU HOBBIMU
IBUKEHUSMH U CXeMaMHU aTak, KOTOphle eMy ObUIH 1of cuiy. [I1st Atiepa 9To ObII0 Y4eM-TO
HEBEPOSITHHIM, IIPUHOCSIIINM €My 4yBCTBO, YTO 3TO OBIJI0O HaYaJioM COBEPIIEHHO HOBOTO Habopa
BO3MOKHOCTEH 1 OTPAaHUYEHUH, He U3MEePUMEBIX IJIST HETO CaMOoro.

- B mo6oM cny4ae 1mopa 3aKaHYUBATh.

- O, yxe nopa? - ConHIle cafuIoCh 3a TOPU30HT. Polika MaxHya pyKOU U COTJIaCHO KMBHYJIA, YTO
yXke MO3[HO. - YBUAUMCS 3aBTpa.

- He 6ynpb cruikoM HeTepIeNnuBoM, y TebsT eCTh IOCTATOYHO BPpeMeHH, YTOOH CTaTh CUIbHEE.

- 3BY4YUT IIPEKPacHO.

C yxomoM Psiiku Ha TPEHUPOBOYHOU IIJIOIIAagKe OCTaIcd TONbKO Alrep. OH HEKOTOPOEe BpeMs IIPOCTO
IIOCTOSIJI, 3aTEM ITOMHSII Med ¥ Havall pa3MaXuBaTh UM.

- Vke HOUB?

Hpoumo TPH daca. TeMmHO cTasno Impexpne, 4eM OH 3TO 3aMEeTHII. BBITepeB 00MILHOE KOJIMYECTBO I10Ta,
MaJIbYMK HallPpaBUJICA B 6aHI0.

[To myTu Tyma, oH BCTpeTui JIoKa.

- DoGpEIit Beuep, MOJIOMOM TOCIIONHUH, - YBAaXKUTEIBHO CKa3asl Amiep.

- ... - Monomo# rocrnoguH Mojiya CMOTPEIN Ha Hero. 3aTeM OTKPHIT POT, Koraa AIlep MOMbITancs
IIPOUTH MUMO HETo B pa3feBajKy B OaHe, - 3aBTpa.

Amrep 006epHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAB CTPAHHOE CJI0BO, ¥ IIOCMOTPEN Ha 3aCTHIBIIEE BhIpakeHue uia JIoka.

- 3aBTpa UOM B MOJTHOYE 10 YKA3aHHOMY 3[ECh afipecy.

-Yto?



- 310 IIPpUKa3. TrI, KaK CJIyI'a, OTKA3bIBA€IIECA IMOJUYUHATECA MOEMY anKasy?

OH IpUHSI MHCBMO U3 MPOTSIHYTHIX PYK JItoKa. Aliep cierka yaslOHYIICS, YUTas COmepkKaHue
nyuchMa. ITo ObLT YKPOMHBIH ITePeyoK, ITOX0XKKH Ha TPYIIOOH. BEIIO TOBOIBHO 0YEBUIHO, YTO 3TO
3HQYUIIO.

- Xopomo, s cHenalo Tak, MOJIOAOU TOCIIOAMH.

- O6s3aTeNnbHO MpuXoau. Eciu T 3TOT0 He chesaells, 1 Te6s TOYHO BHIIIBLIPHY.

Momnopo# rociogus rpy00 GBEIPKHYI U MPOLIET MUMO CIIYTH, YIAPUB TOTO IJIEYOM. ALIep HEHAJO0IT0
OTJISTHYJICS, KOT[Ia TOT VIIEJ, a 3aTeM IOoLIEN B OaHIo.

- IlpuBeT, Amiep, Kak gena? ['0TOB HayaTh TPEHUPOBKY?

- JI10K oTHanm MHe CEerofHs IIpuKas, g He MOTY.

- Xum. TTouemy?

- OH mompocus 00 OJ0IKEHUH.

- ...JTtok, mpocun Te6st 00 omonkeHun? - Palfika CTpaHHO MOCMOTpENIa Ha Amiepa. OTH CJI0Ba, 4TO JI0K
TIOITPOCHIT 00 OfOIKeHNH y Aliepa, HeJelsl.

- YT0 UMEHHO OH IIPOCHJI Te0sT COeaTh?

- OH mpocTo X0TeJs, YTOORI 51 Koe-Kyna 3aiiésn. HebGombImoe menblie.

- HNevictBuTenbHO? Tebe 3TO COBCEM He KaKeTCs CTPAHHBIM?

- OX, HA B KOEM cJly4ae. - Aliep MaxHYJI PyKOM B OTBET Ha 00eCIIOKOeHHOe BhIpaxKeHue nuila Paikuy,



IIOKA3bIBasi, YTO 3TO ero He OeCIIOKOHUT.

- ...5] HameCh, UTO BCE B IMOpSAKe. 3BYYUT IOIO3PUTENBLHO, IIOTOMY UTO 3TO UHHUITMATHBa JI0Ka...

-4 CJIyI'a IIOMECThs U OOJIZKEH BHIIIOTHATE IIPHUKA3LI, JaHHBIE JIOPOOM HMJIK MOJIOOBIM I'OCIIOOWHOM,
HEeCMOTPA HHA Ha 4TO. K TOMY XK€ 4 yXKe IIOHUMAIO, O YyEM I/IJZ[éT pedsn.

- ...He yxe nmu?

- Ila, UMEHHO IIO3TOMY A IIOTPEHUPYIOCH CETOOHA OOWH.

- Ho nyxHo nu Tebe uptu? 9 BOIHYIOCH.

- MHe npugercs.

MomeHT HacTasl. Alep BHIIEN U3 TIOMECThS ¥ OBUHYJICS 10 yiaulaMm. OH ollyian Ha cefe cTpaHHBIE
B3TJISIIBI TOPOKaH MoKa 1mésn. He oOpailiiast Ha 9TO BHUMAHUS, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U BCTAN Iepe[
IIePeyIKOM, YIIOMSHYTOM B ITHCHME.

A1iep IOMOWIET K «MeCTy Ha3HaUeHHUI» U YBU[EJ BHIIPaBUPOBAHHEIN Y30p KpecTa, IOKPHITHII
IIBIJIBIO, 3aTEM BBITED IBUILHBIN 1T0JI pyKou. M3o0paxkeHre HEMHOT0 ITPOsSICHUIOCH. ITO Obisia popMa
KPYTJIOT0 KpecTa, KOTOPYIO OH y3HaJ U3 IPOIIIOroO.

- ...boxe THI MOH.

KTo-TO mo3Bai ero croga qepes3 JIt0Ka, ¥ 9TUM KTO-TO OKa3aJIUCh Te ITapHU.

"TomXeH JK S OTCTYIHUTD...? HeT-HeT. OTu pebsiTa yIOpHHIE U OTBPATUTEIbHEIE, KaK COPHSAKU. B
TAKOM CJIy4ae HYKHO BCET0-HaBCETO BHITAIIUThL UX C KOPHAMU."

Amrep MefIeHHO YTIyOuIcs B Iepeyiok.

CBouMU 4yBCTBAMHU OH OLIYIAJ B3TJISAAb HECKOJIBKUX CKPHITHIX B TEHW HAaEMHBIX YOUINII]. ACCaCUHHI,
HaBEepPHOE, IyMaJjIy, YTO OHU XOPOILIO CKPHIBAIOT CBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, HO 3TH ACCACUHEBI CIIUIIKOM
CaMOYBEPEHHHI B CBOMX HABBEIKAX M COBCEM eIle 3eéHble. [Ipoiaras einé HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, Alrep
HAKOHEeIl 3aMeTHUJT MPUOIUKAIOUUNCS TYNHUK ITepeyIiKa.

- [Touemy BEI He BrIXOLUTE?

*Cppp*



TbMa OKyTasa MpPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT HET0. HeCKOJIbKO acCaCUHOB B YEPHOM BBIIIIK U3 YITIOB
TEMHOTO TIepeyKa.

"YeThIpHAAATh. ITO MHOTO."

- AX, TIOHSTHO, YeM g 00513aH TaKOMY YHOOBOJIbCTBHIO OT BCTPEYHU C accacuHaMu MoToposa?

Bce yOuiilibl Ha MrHOBEHHE B3IPOTHYIU. 3aTeM OOWH M3 HUX XJIOMHYJI B JIA[OIIN, IPUBJIEKAs UX
BHHMaHUe. IT0 OblI HEOOBIYHBIN MYKYMHA B YEPHOI pobe.

- O, g He 0XHMAJI, YTO THI Y3Haellb HacC.

- KTo emré MoxkeT HOCUTH 3MOIeMy C 3TUM KPEeCTOM, KpoMe TUJIbIUN accCaCuHOB MoTopoa?

Wx opraHu3alus Oblyla pa3rpoMiIeHa HeCKOIbKO NecsTUIeTHH Ha3afl, HO IIpaBaa B TOM, YTO AIIep u
IpyTHe He CMOTTIM YHUYTOXKUTH WX C KOpHeM. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4YTO B MMPOIIIOM OHU MOYTH
YHUYTOXKHUIIN WX, BCTPeda Allepa ¢ HUMU 37eCh ¥ celuac He MpefBelaia HI4ero X0poIIero.

MyxurHa B XajlaTe YCMEeXHYJICH.

- [JaxKe ecnnu TBOU YYUTEJb - MacTep Meya, a Thl, ero YUeHHUK, TOBOPUIIb 3Haellb 0 Hac? Kakou
MUJIBIN Y T€0ST YYUTEND... Xa-Xa!

- He oT Hero s crblian o Baled TUIbOUN. ITO MO coOCTBeHHas uHopMalus. He Mory moBepurs,
YTO Bbl OBUIM HAaCTOJIBKO TJIYIIBI, YTO MPUCIIAIA MHE 3alKUCKY O BCTpeUe B Iepeysike. Pa3Be 9To He
CJIMILIKOM O4YeBHUIHO? JTO OBIJI0 HACTOIBKO OYEBUAHO, YTO S JaxKe IMOAyMaJl, YTO 3TO MOXKeT OBITh
peasibHO, TOCKOJIbKY YOUMITE OOBIYHO He TaKue YK UIKUOTHL.

- ... Tel pa3roBopYuBee, YEM 5T MyMaJl.

- IIpaBpa, uto nu? - HebpexxHo npobopmoTan Amiep. Kasanocs, 3To 6yfeT ero nepsasi 6uTBa B 9TOM
tesne. Ero pa3yM He IPOTHYI OT JaBJIEHUsI, HO TEJI0O MOTJIO CpearupoBaTth nHave. OH HE MOT
HAJesIThCS Ha JIydIllee W3-3a BIUSHUS Teja.

- YTo X, BU/IsI, KaK THl IPUXOTUIIL U TaK OECCTHIMHO BeOEb ce0st psimoM ¢ HaMH, IIOHSTHO HACKOJIBKO
THI BHICOKOMEPHBIM, - HAAMEHHO CKa3ajl MyK4uHa.

- Be3 pa3HuIls, MOXKeIb TOTOBUTH I'Po0, - Mpo6opMoTa Amiep B OTBET. 3aTeM OT aCCAaCUHOB
pacmpocTpaHuiIach ThMa C XKaxXOoou KpoBu. s m000ro 3Ta OrpoMHasi cuiia Obiyia 66 yrHETAIOIIEH.



Omymenve yOHuiCTBa U CMEPTH OKPYKUIIO Aliepa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OOMH U3 aCCAaCHHOB BLICKOYMJI U3 TEMHOTEI U OPOCUIICS B aTaKy, LEJISICh B CIIUHY
Amepa. Kak TOIbKO OH IIOMBITAJICS HAHECTH yhaap KuHxKajoM, Aurep o6epHyncs. OH 00BUT CBOEM
PYKOU NPOTSHYTYI0 PYKY accaCrHa ¥ TyT XKe CJIOMaJl UCIIyTaHHOMY aCcCaCHHY 3amsCThe, 3aTeEM
CXBATUJI TAJaloIMUi KUHKAJ ¥ B3MaxHYJI UM 110 IMaroHallM, IBUTasICh TakK OBICTPO, YTO 3TO 3aHSNIO
JIMIIbL MTHOBEHUE, HeMe[JIEHHO IIepepe3aB TOMY IopJio.

HacTomnbko 6]'::ICTpO, YTO OHHU JaXKe He MOI'JIH IIOHATH, 9YTO IIPOM3O0IIIJIO.

- [leMOHBI ¥ aCCACHHEBI U3 TeHel ObIIM OTOPOIIEHH Ha Kpal CBeTa MHOTO JIeT Ha3ad. YTo 3a06aBHO,
€CJIH BBl HE MOXKETe MOJIyYUTh Pa3pelIeHus OT BAllIero X035WHa, TO Bh, YPOIJIUBLIE KPEICH, HE
CMOXKEeTe maXke BHIUTH Ha MyONMuKy. DTO, HABEePHOE, ECTECTBEHHO, HHAYEe CeJail BH 9TO, ¥ BaC TYT XKe
OecmomMoIITHO CHecy1o Obl, KaK MypaBhLEB Iiepe IULoM OypH.

- ...ThL. - JIumo My>K4rHH Ha MTHOBEHUE OKaMeHeJ0. AIllep BHITAIIUII KMHXKAJ U3 1en younsl. Kposs
3auiia ero JUI0 U OKpacCHUya ero rja3a U BOJIOCH B KPOBOXKAIHEIM KPaCHBIY 1IBET.

- KTo TH Ha caMoM pejie...? Kak y3Has Hallld CEKPETHI!

- CyTb He B 9TOM. f IPOCTO TBOSA IeJib Ha CEerOgHs. 3HA4YUT, OCTAETCS CHeaTh IUIIb OTHO.

AI.Hep JOCTall M€Y U3 CBOET0 IIPOCTPAaHCTBEHHOT'O KapMaHa.

(TT.a.: 6ymy paboTaTh C 9TUM TEPMHUHOM BMECTO Hapy4a, Beb HAMHOT'O IIPOIIle HAIIPSMYIO CChLIAThCS
Ha MMPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO Maruio, BCTPOEHHYIO B HETO.)

Bau 3cTep 1Ies 1o KpacouHOMy Kopumopy. Ha cTeHax ¥ IIOTONKe IIOBCIONY BUCEIIH 30JI0THIE
YVKpallleHus ¥ BRIIIMBKA. X 9KCTpaBaraHTHOCTD IIPUBJIEKIIa BHUMaHKe BaHa dcTep u Opyrux
TIPUTIAIIEHHHIX TOCTeH. IIBeTHBIE Y30PH SICHO YKa3bIBa/IX Ha TUYHOCTH BafesIblla JBOpIIa.

VimmepaTop, Benukoe corHIle, TpaBUBIIee HaBepXxy, BceMu 06e3 UCKII0UEHUS JTI0ONbMY B IIpefesax
BCEUl UMIIEPUN.

Korga Ban ScTep OTKpHIT ABEPD, OH YBUOE] B KOMHATE MYXKUYUHY CPETHUX JIET, CUISIIEro B Kpecie y



cTtona. Ban SCTep YXMBIJIBHYJICA U C€JI Ha CTYII.

- [laBHO He BUAENNCh, BaH IcTep, CHIH UMIEPUH, MacTep Meda.

- IIpomo Gonee 20 ner.

MyX4rHa IIOCMOTpEJI Ha MacTepa Meda 0e30 BCAKUX 3Moluii. Ban ScTep OblI TakuM xke. Hu TOT, HU
AOPYroy I0-HaCTOSIIeMy He yBaxXKalu APYT Apyra 3a 3aHuMaeMble JOIKHOCTH.

- {1 He oxXwuman, 4To T GYJIGI.HB HMIIEPAaTOPOM. qa OyMaJl, 94TO ThI BEJIMKOJIEIIEH, HO TAdKXKe CUUTAJl, 4TO
Te0sT BEITOHST M3 TOHKH 3a IIpeeMCTBEHHOCTE B CaMOM Ha4valie.

- Hy, g IIPpOCTO Y6I/IJ'I uX BceX. Tak 4To, eCTeCTBEHHO, OHa CTajla MoeH, - MYZXK4YWHA OTBETHUII C
YCTABIIKM B3TJIAO0OM, KOCHYBIIHNCE KOPOHEI HAL TOJIOBOH.

BaHu 3cTep ropbKo yIbIOHYJICS CTOMYECKUM rjla3aM HBIHEIIHEero uMieparopa. brio ynpydatolme
BUMIETh HEKOT[Ia O/IeCTAIIEr0 ¥ YMHOTO PeOEHKA, pa3gaBIeHHOTO TSXKECThIO PeaTbHOCTH.

- Pa3Be ceityac OBITH KUBBIM I1710X0? X04elrb KOHPeT?

- AX, 10 CHUX TIOp He BHIKA3BIBAEIIh BEXKITUBOCTH UM YBaXKEHUS K YJIeHAM KOPOJIeBCKOM CeMbH, KaK U
Ipexre.

- Ia Heyxkenu? - BepxoBHBIM Irpad YXMBIIbHYICS. - f YelI0BeK, UAYLIUY 110 TyTH Meda. ITO
03HAyaeT, YTO g YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIY OTKJIIOHSETCS OT 00BYaeB U YyLIN NUCKPUMHUHAIMY 110 pace,
BEPOUCIIOBENAHNUIO UK LIBETY KOXKU... [ToKa 3T0 He KacaeTcs MeHs ¥ MOero Meda, MHE BCE PaBHO.

- 41 3Ha10. d TOIBKO YTO IIPOBEPUII, KaK Hojro Tebst He ObIT0. [IBAAIATh JIET OTCYTCTBUS - HOCTATOYHO
BpeMeHH, YTOObl HeHAAO0JIro 3a0bITh 0 CBOMX 0051I3aHHOCTSIX U MIPOBECTH OTITYCK.

- [IBapuaTh m1eT... ga. UMIepus, KaxeTcsi, COBCEM HEMHOTO, HO ¥ K3MEeHH/IaCh.

- He mymato, 4TO 4TO-TO MU3MEHUIIOCH.

- Hy, pa3Be He CMeHUIICI KalUTaH UMIIEPCKOU rBapouu?

- Aaaa, THI nIpaB. - MMnepaTop KUBHYII TOAOOPOAKOM B OTBET Ha CJIOBa MacTepa Meda. Ban Jcrep
IIPOCTO paccMescs, Kak OyaTo eMy OBIJIO BeCeo.

- He roBopst yxke 0 4eM-nmubo eIre, OOuH TOJIBKO 3TOT PeOEHOK IOCTAaTOYHO YOUBUTENIEH, YTOOR!
3aHATh MECTO CTAapOro KanuTaHa. {1 He AyMmaJi, 4YTO HbIHEIIHUY KalluTaH UMIIEPCKOY rBapauy TaKOU



TaJIaHT/IHBEIH, HEeCMOTPA Ha CBOIO MOJIOOOCTh.

- YTo X, UMIIEpHUS - 9TO OIIJIOT B MUPE, TaKHe BEIH, KaK paca, BEPOUCIIOBENaHNE, PEJTUTHs, He
MMEIOT HUYero o0Iero ¢ KOMIEeTEHTHOCTBIO U JIOSTBHOCTEI0. HeBaxkHO, OB TN CTPAXXKHUK 371bGHOM
UM OPKOM. EC/TM OHU NOSIJIbHBL ¥ HaJ[€KHEI, TOTIa COBEPIIEHHO OYEBUIHO, YTO OHU CMOTYT HOCTUYD
9TOT0 MOJIOKEHHUS.

- 4 3Hamw. [IpocTo 3a6aBHO, KakK Thl MOXKEIIh TaK TOBOPUThH, KOTZIa 3TO He 003aTEIbHO BEPHO B
OTHOILIEHUH JIIOfIeH, TOCKOJIbKY Mbl JUCKPUMUHAIMOHHEL II0 CBOEY IIPUPOJE... A KaK HaCYET MHEHUS
peb€HKa, MOTYyYUBIIETO 3Ty OOJIXKHOCTH? OHU YBEPEHHI B CBOUX KeEJTaHUAX?

- OTO UMEHHO TO, YTO OH X0Tesl. OH MOT OBl ITOIYYUTDb FOPa3o JIy4lllee MOJI0XKeHNe CO CBOUMU
HAKOTIJIEHHBIMU 3aC/TyTaMu, HO OH ObLI OePKUM 3TOM MO3UIlMeit, Oyoydu KanuTaHOM UMIIePCKOM
TBAPIUU.

- TTonarato, 9T0 UMeeT CMHICIL. - Ban 9cTep mornamun nogdoponok. Kazanock, 0H KaKoe-TO BpeMs
Pa3MEIIIIS, @ 3aTEM BCKOPe YCMeXHYIICS. - Bhlio ObI BeCceno M03HaKOMUTHCS C 9TUM PEOEHKOM.

- XBaTUT 00 3TOM. 4 ChBIIan, Th OB Ha OKpanHe KaKOW-TO TEPPUTOPUU UMIepuu. [louemy Th
BEPHYJICS TyHa?

VimmepaTop maxke He 3HAJ Ha3BaHUS IIOMECTbS XaaBapK. ITO OBIJIO HEaIeKo OT CTOJIMIIEI, HO Ha
caMoM fieJie 9TO BCero Nuillb Hebombias ycagbba 6e3 Kakux-nubo IeHHOCTeH, K TOMY Xe
MaJioHaceJeHHas. MiMmepaTop He 3HaJI 0 Hel.

- lla, 1 BUAEN TaM MHTEPECHOTO ManbuuKa. Ho 9TO B 3TOM TaKOIr0 BaXXHOTO0? X04eIllb I03HaKOMUTHCSI
C HUM?

Bau 3ctep He Mor goxpaThcsa. OH HaXOOUJI 3TOT0 HEHEITHEr0 UMIIEPaTopa, HOCAIIEro GhaMuIuInio
WHak, TakXKe 04YeHb UHTepeCHHEIM pebeHKoM. OH BHITJIAEN Tak XKe, Kak IPefbIIyLIuil UMIepaTop, HO
Ban OcTep Mao 4To 3HAJ 0 HEM U XOTeJ UCIO0Ib30BaTh 3TO KaK IIPEMJIOT, YTOOE IOCMOTPETh Ha ero
OEeUCTBUS.

- XM.

ViMmepaTop OTKUHYJICS Ha CIMHKY, Oy[ITO ero UHTePeCOoBalu Iynble MaxuHanuu Bana 3ctep. OH
0TKa3aJicsd OT BCETro, 4TO UMeJ1, Ja0bl JOCTUYb yCIeXa B CTe3e UMIIepaTopa, XU He MOT [T03BOJIUTE cebe
MHTEPEeCOBaThCS TaKUMHU TTIyIIEIMU 3aHYOHBIMY ITyTKaMu. [laxe eC/iv C HUIM pa3roBapuBal MacTep
Meua.

Ecnu MacTep Meda CKa3aj, YTO 3TO BeCeso, To, II0 KpaiHe# Mepe, [/ HeTo 3TO He IPeCTaBIsAIIo
omacHoCTH. [103TOMY OH OBl IPEATIOYeNT IEPEUTH K 6oJiee CITOKHBHIM TEMaM.



- [laBali mpeKpaTuM IyCTyi0 OONITOBHIO U NIEePEUEM K [ey.

OH He IIeHUJT TaKKe HeCyIleCTBeHHbIe UCTOPHHU. BHE3aIIHO UMIIEPATOP BHIIPSIMUIICS B CBOEM KpeECIe,
U ero ria3a 3abnectenu. Ero B3rmsan BCTpeTusics ¢ cobeceJHUKOM, U T'JIa3 yCTanoro pebeHKa,
pas3maBleHHOT0 PeanbHOCTHI0, O0sbIle He Ob10. XOJIOAHbIM 1 6eccepaeyHbIl ITPaBUTENb, TOTOBHIM Ha
BCE [I7IsI CBOEH MMITEePUH, CMEHUIT YCTAJTbIH 00JHK.

- To, 4TO THI CKa3aJl... MOIKHO OBITh IIPABIOM.

- Ia. - Ban 9crep kuBHYyNI. IMIiepaTop CyX0 yIIBIOHYJICS.

- Benukwuii repo mpofenian OrpoMHYyI0 pad0Ty 110 OYMCTKE OCTATKOB IEMOHOB II0 BCEMY MUpY. {1 He
MOTY TIOBEPHUTH, YTO OH IIOJIHOCTBIO ITIOKUHYJI CBOIO CTPaHy U Nofei. Coernas Takoe U faxe He
HaMepeH BO3BpaIlaThCH.

- 91 He X0uy, YTOOH THl CIMINIKOM CHJIBHO €r0 pyras. EMy, oKHO OBITh, IPUIIIIOCH HEJIETKO, -
yCIoKauBalolle mpousHec Ban Jcrep.

- Ho aT0 utor. TpemuHe! B pa3yioMax B KOHIIE KOHI[OB CHOBA OTKPHIIMCE, BHOBb SIBUJIAaCh ThMa. B
pe3yibTaTe Jaxe 3a To00M cerlyac TOHSTCS.

- He BomnHyiica. I HegmocTaToyHO citab, 4TOOH yMepeTh OT TaKUX TIIyIocTel. Mos mepBooYepenHas
3ajaya - HauTH HOBOro reposi. OmHAKO, eC/M 5 9TO CAesIa, I X04y, YTOOk UMIIEPUs COTPyIHUYANa C
HUM.

- XM. - IM1miepaTop KOCHYJICSI KOPOHEL. Pa3pmancs 6eccTpaCTHBIM I'OJI0C, - HET, OAepKKY He OyIerT.

-..4ro?

B aTtoT MomeHT nu1iio BaHa 9cTep ucKa3uiaock. B To XKe BpeMs OH IIPOH3UJI KOMHATY
COKPYIUIUTENIHHEIM IaBJIeHNEM. Y phIllapeil 3a COIMHOM UMIlepaTopa He OBII0 faxke CHJIBI BOIH, YTOORI
BBITAQIIUTh MY M3-3a 9TOT0 JaBJIEHHs, HO JIUIIO UMIIepaTopa, IPUHSBIIEe Ha ce0s BCIO TSIXKeCThb
CUJIBI, HE U3MEHUJIOCH HU KallJIu.

- Tel, HaBepHOE, IIyTUIIb. THl 3HAEIID, YTO CelYac IPOUCXOAUT U HACKOJIBKO y2KacHa CUTyalUs.

- OTOT UMIIepaTop He MOXKET I'PYCTHO IIyTUTh C BaMH, BepXOBHEIM rpad Ban Icrep.

OH cxan Med. CTpaxKHUKHU IIBITAIMCh BEIUTH ¥ OKPYKUThH €0, HO OHYM He MOTJIM JaXKe IasblleM
TIOIIEeBENIUTE, TIOTOMY YTO MX ITOJTHOCTHIO TIOIaBUIIO0 HeOCsi3aeMasi CUIla, IPH 9TOM HapacTarlnas BCé
6onbire u Gornbire. MMIepaTop MPOHOIXKIII TOBOPUTH, XOTS aTMOChepa, Ka3aloch, BEIUET U3-TIO
KOHTPOJIS B JTI000M MOMEHT.



- JTO He eNMHCTBEHHAS npoGHeMa. Kak Hm CTPAaHHO, 4 Ha CaMOM [eJjie He MOT'y cebe 3TOTO
IIO3BOJIUTH.

Bau 3cTep MemyieHHO 0Cabui faBeHNe IIPU BUOE BHOBb IOSIBUBIIETOCS YCTAJIOT0 JIAIa
UMIEepaTopa, Kak OyTO TOT HaXOOUJI BCIO CUTYAIUIO JINIITh KAKUM-TO HI0aHCOM. [10BCIOy pa3pmanuch
CHOEePXUBAEMBIE CTOHHI.

- Yto cny4yunocs?

- BONBIIMHCTBO repoes Haleu HMIIEPHUHU NCYEe3IN Oosee OBYX oecsaTueTH Halan. Mu He MOTTIN
HUYero momenarTh... ECTECTBEHHO, 3TO IIPpUHECIIO Xa0C B MHD.

- ITomoxpu... MOTOMY YTO 5 YIIEJ IEePBLIM... He TOBOpPH MHe, YTO YIIIU U gpyrue!?

- Emé ue mousn? T, MOMKHO OLITH, MEMCTBUTENIBHO IPSATAJICS B CAMBIX HAJIbHUX YTOIKaX
KOHTUHEHTa, YTOOEI He [TOHATEL 3TOrO.

Ban 3cTep npomonyan Ipu CjIoBaxX uMmiepaTropa. ToT MaxHyJl pyKou. HamnpsikeHre CTpakKHUKOB
ocnab1o, ¥ UX BUAUMOCTH ucye3yia. [IpocTpaHCTBO BOKPYT [BOMX MCKA3UJIOCh, UMIIEPATOP BHIIYCTUIL
Maruydeckoe 3aK/JIMHaHUe. B 9TOM yefMHEHHOM MeCTe HaXOOUJIUCh TOIBKO JIBOE.

- He Bce repowu yuuim, Tak 9YTO CHaPYKH BCE ellle ObII0 HECKOJIBKO MUPHO, C TOYKY 3PEeHUS OOBIYHBIX
rpaxmnaH. fH Xpabphii ObT OMHUM U3 HUX. HO Temeps... OHU CTaju MPo0IeMOoH.

- ...4To THI UMeelIb B BUAY...?

- [lemmo He TOJIBKO B TOM, YTO T'€POU MPOIIOro morubiau. HekoTopele yKe He... KaK OBl 3TO CKa3aTh?
Onu 6osiblile He XOTST MPOSIBNISATH JOOPYIO BOMIO K YeJIOBEUECTBRY.

WMmepaTop rOBOPHUII CIIOKOWHO, 03BYYHBAs TSKEIBIE CIIOBA.
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