YpoBHU comepxkaHus Ha 60pTy « ITaTpruoTa» OBIIM YUCTHIME, QYHKIIMOHAIBHBIMHU ¥ MTyCTHIMHU, KaK U
THICSTYM APYTUX BO GyoTe, mpennosoxun HataH. [IBeps B KaMepy AJS HOIPOCOB Oblla OTMeYeHa
IBYMSI OXpaHHUKAMU, KOTOPEIE CTOSITIU 10 CTOMKe CMUPHO, KOTa OH IPpuOIIMKaCs, ero cepale
KOJIOTHJIOCh, BHE3AITHO COMHEBAsCh, CMOXKET JIM OH 3TO CHEeJaTh.

B nmocnemgHuit pa3 OH OCTAaHOBHUJICS Ha CBOEH TOUYKEe, He B CHJIaX MOBECTH [IeJI0 IO KOHIIa, HO 3TO OhllIa
€ro MOCJIEeIHsIsT BO3MOXHOCTh, TAaK WX WHaye, 1 HaTaH 3HaJ, YTO OH HE MOXKET OCTAaBHUTh 3TO TaK.
TeMm He MeHee, IBUTAThCS BIepe[ ObII0 HEBEPOSITHO CII0KHO, TOCKOJIBKY ABEPh KaMepHl OeCIIyMHO
OTKpHINnack. Cuas 3a MaJleHbKUM CTOJIMKOM C METaJIM4eCKOM KPHIIIKON B KaMepe [JIsT UHTEPBbIO,
Bes Puc momHsm rojioBy, rila3a BelAaBajld KpaTKUM MOMEHT yIUBJIEHUS, Korga HaTaH BoIlen BHYTPE,
XOTSI ero TOH, KOT[la OH TOBOPHUJI, OBII TPOMKHM U IIOJTHEIM GpaBafbl.

«MHTepecHO, HaTaH, Korga Thl PELIUIILCI CIIYCTUTHCS CIofa?»
[Topouipas kK Bxomy, HaTan ocTaBasics HanpsKEeHHBIM U MOJTYA/IMBLHIM, BHE3AITHO 3aAbIXasCh.
«Hy, BXomu - Uu Tl OyMaellb, 5 CHelialo BEIaf Ha Te0s?»

Hatan BBIIIPAMMII YEJIIOCTh U KUBHYJI OXPAaHHUKY, KOTOprfI TIOBEPHYIICA, YTOOBI OCTABUTh UX B ITOKOE,
3aTeM C MPEyBEJIINYEHHBIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM IIpo1IeI Biiepen U CeJjl 'y OaJIbHETO Kpas CTOJIa, HAKOHEeI
IIOJHSAB I'OJIOBY M B3TJISHYB PI/ICy B I'lla3a.

«41 mpuObLI, YTOOH paccKa3ath Tebe, uyTo mpoucxonut, Bea. Tebst moctaBunmu Ha 6opT« [TaTpuoTa »,
TIOTOMY 4YTO MBI Ha yTH K CepeHHO. 3aBTpa MbI OTIIPABUMCS C HEOOJBIINM OTPSAOM Ha IMJIaHeTY,
yTOOH 0GUIMANIbHO IPUHATH MMIiepaTopa Ha 60pT. Bl He yOuBanu ero. Bel HU4Yero He uaMeHunu. 9
XOTeJ1, YTOOBI BBl TOXKE 3TO 3HAJIU ».

CoBepIlIleHHO He pacKasBIIMCh, Be3 mokayas rojioBoii, KOTrfa ero riasa, MorpyeHHbie B
Pa3MBIIUIeHNS, CKOJIb3UIIH TT0 TIOBEPXHOCTH HEB3PAYHOI'0 CTOJIA, CTOSIBIIET0 MEXKIY HUMHU. <51 Bce
UIIy MOMEHT, KOT{Ia S MOXKEH OBLIT 3TO MOHSATh, MIPOIOJIKATh OTJISIIBIBATLCS B MOMCKAX YEro-To ... v
BB 3HAETE, eWHCTBEHHBIM MOMEHT BCE BPEeMS IPUXOOUT B

"Brl UMeeTe B BUy TeX, KOro omobpsieTe mTuyHO?"

«Jla! Camas Gomnbiast omrOKa [TanmaTuH Koraa - 1ubo caenan O6b10 HayuuTh CKaityokepa , Kak
YIIPaBIISITh, KaK UCIIOJIb30BATh ¥ BIIACTBOBATh B CBOMX IIEJISX ... er0 COOCTBEHHHIN . Eciu HUKTO He
OXpaHSIJI JOTMaThl MMmepuu, To 9T0 Obllia MOst 00513aHHOCTH fenaTh Mitak. 4 coenan 9To pagu TOTO,
BO YTO BEPIO ».

"YU uTo 3T0 OBLIIO, Be3?"

«Mmnepust! Hacrosmas UMnepusi, a He 9TO - 9TOT CIa0bli, HEPEIIUTEIbHBEINM KOJIIEKTHUB, B KOTOPOM
MBI BeJIeM I1eperoBopH ¢ [ToBcTaHIlaMu, YTOOHL...»

"A 4TO BHI flefiajiy, lepefaBas nuHpopManun Maguny?"

«41 ucnonb3oBan ux! Bot u Bce, 4TOOH yCTPaHUTh MIMIiepaTopa, y KOTOPOTO ObLIT U3BSIH».
"Omu6oYHbIH?"

«Jla! HaraH, oH pa36upaeT MiMmepuio 1o 4acTsIM - OH OT[IaeT BCe HAIlU CUJIBl U TPEUMYIIIEeCTBa».

«OH BOCCTaHABIUBAET CBOOOIHI, KOTOPBIE HUKOI'TA HE CJIeJO0BAJI0O OTMEHATH».



«OH pa3bupaeT Ha YaCTHU BCe, YTO MEeJIai0 HaC BEJIUKUMHU - CO3HATEIbHO. HamepeHHO».
Be3s mmoxauas rojoBO.

«41 He XOTeJ BJIACTH, ST HUKOTa He X0TeJl 3Toro. Ho g X0Ten BUAETD Y BIaCTH KOT'0-TO, KTO Oy#eT
OfIIepXUBaTh IMIIEepuIo B TOM BUJIE, B KAKOM OHA [IOJIKHA OBITH».

«3HauuT, BE yOupanu ero, 4ToOkl mocaguTh Mapy Ha TpoH? OHa Obla CIenyollel B 04epeii... »

«Jla! {1 mocagun CTOMKOro UMIepHanucTa Ha TpoH. Koro-to, KTo yke foKa3aj CBOIO LIEeHHOCTh, KTO
TIOCBSITHII CBOIO KM3Hb OTCTAMBaHUIO IIeHHOCTEeH ucTuHHOM MMnepuu. KTo-To, y KOro 0BI10
CTpeMJIeHHe MOANepKUBATh €€ B TOM BHUE, B KOTOPOM OHa Obljla Ha IMMKE CBOETO PAa3BUTHUS ITOBOT,
BKJIIOYUHNTH IIOBCTAHIIEB ... "

«BrI mymanu...»
HaTaH [IOHUK - BCe 9TO UMEJIO YKaCHBIN, 60Ie3HEHHEIN CMBIC]T.

«BBl myManu, 4TO ecnu BB IpofanuTe JoKa MOBCTaHIIAM, ¥ OHU YOBIOT ero, 0Ha 00paTUTCS K HUM.
Bot moyeMy BHI Ilepefany ero MaguHy, IOTOMY YTO BBl 3Ha/IM, 4TO MafiuH yObeT ero cpaasy, a Jles
OpraHa, BepOSITHO, 3TOT0 HE CHelaeT».

"OHa nocrnenoBasa 3a CKallyoKepoM, IIOTOMY 4TO OHa Oblyla J10sIbHOM MMIepuei, Kak 4 s, HO B
KOHIIe KOHI[OB OHA OCO3HaJa; OHA 3HaJia Okl COMIaTCKUM B3TTISIIOM, YTO meicTBus CKallyokepa
TOJIbKO ocyiabunu Mimmepuio - eii 661 9TOT (haKT OBIT HOKa3aH, eciid Ol ero cMepTh. He Ob110 OB
HUKAKUX JOTOBOPOB , Pa3fesieHus BIacTu UK ociiabmenus: qormatoB. OHa Obl 06paTuia BCISTh €T0
MeIJIeHHOe Pa3ioXKeHue, OHa Obl TOCITyIIaaa MEeHs ».

«A 4TO HacuyeT TOro, KOrfa OHa IepecTaHeT CayllaTh? YTO HacueT TOro, KOrjga OHa Hadasla
ClegoBaTh CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY BBIOOPY, KOTTIa ee pelleHusI He COOTBETCTBOBAJIM BalllUM TOYHBIM
TpeboBaHugIM, Be3? Brl Ob ymanuim ee Toxe, Tak JKe X0JIOMHO?» Be3 IrIsgHy N BHU3 U XKECTKO
OTBETHUII.

«EcTb u gpyrue... Te, KTo Bce elle o0nagaeT 3TOM YUCTOTOM BUOEHUS, KTO TIOHUMAaeT HHCTUTYT,
OJIUIIETBOPSIEMEIN MMIepueit, BaXKHOCTb 9TOT0 aBTOPUTETA U CTAOMILHOCTHU. Te, KTO 3HAET, YTO
HeoOX0OuMO [IJIs ero noppmepxkanusi. Moeasl, KOTOPHIM CTOUT CJIE€NOBATh».

HaTtaHu nmoxauas rojIoBOH.

«Pa3Be Bh He BupuTe, WEZ, BHI BCe ellle MbITaeTeCh B3ATh BIACTh, BB IPOCTO IILITAETECH COENTATh 3TO
U3 - 3a TPOHOM THI CTaBUIIIb YeJIOBEK. BEl XOTUTE Ha TPOHE ... YEJIOBEK , KOTOPHIN BHITIOIHSET CBOIO
JINYHYIO UJEH u3... "

"YenoBek, KOTOPHIY HyKeH Umnepuu!"

Kak B mymaerte, [lanmaTus caenan 6vl 3T0? Th HyMaeliba000i Tuaep, KOTOPHIM OB JOCTaTOYHO
MOTHBHUPOBAH, YTOOLI BO3TIaBUTh BAIlly UAeabHYI0 MMIepuio, gaja Okl BaM 9Ty IOCTOSHHYIO
BO3MOXKHOCTL? "

«$1 OB HEKOTTIa He 0TKa3aJICs OT TaKOro CHIbHOro MMmeparTopa», - TBepAo CKa3ai Puc.
«Ecnu OBl HacTosass MIMIIepust Bce ellle CyIeCTBOBAa ...»

«TBost UMmnepust HUKOT/Ia He CyIIeCcTBOBasa, Be3, HuKorga He Moriia. OHa CMIIKOM 3aBHCEIa OT



cnabocrei [TanmatuHa. Th BUAET KAaKOK-TO UAeall, KOTOPOTO HUKOI A He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO».
«OH CyIIecTBOBAJ B IHU CJIABHI, B pasrap...»

«Hert, HUKOTIa HE CIy4asioch, KpoMe Kak B TBoel rojioBe. Ecnu TotanurapHas Mmnepus [lannatuna
Oblla HACTOJIBKO COBEPIIEHHA, TO TOYEMY THI ITIOMOTaJl eT0 CBEPTHYTh, CKaKU MHE 3T0?»

«[TanmaTuH OBIT CTAp, OH COUIICS C ITyTH, OH OOJIbIE He MIPUAEePXKUBAJICS TeX IIEHHOCTEH, KOTOphle OH
TOAiep>KUBaJjl Ha CBOEM IIHKe. ITO He 03HAYaJI0, YTO ero Teopusi MmMmepuu Gbiyia HECOCTOSITENTBHOM».

«Wmnepus [TannaTtuHa Obla DUKTAaTypoM, abCONMIOTHHIM, 602KeCTBEHHBIM IIpaBlieHuEM, OCHOBAHHBIM
Ha KaKOH-TO M3BpPalleHHOH KoHIenuyu KpoBaBoro KoponeBcTBa - TH MOAOEPKUBAT 3TO?»

HaraHn ycrbiian, Kak ero coOCTBeHHBIM I'0JIOC IIOBBICKJICS OT pa3oyapoBaHus, XoTs Bes Ovln TBEPA.
"Mal!" «TeMm He MeHee, BB IOMOTJIU CBEPTHYTh 3TOro MMneparopa!»

« OH OBITT HECOBEPILIEHHEIM, 3TO He ero upeasn! He ero pomocioBHasI».

«Tak Kak ke Mapa npencraBiiseT Ballle caMOfepxXaBue?»

«TaM HET HMKAKOro UCTUHHOTO HacliegHUKa He mpomomkeHnue Blood Royal Ho [Ixefin Gbina elre
pyka umnepaTopa;. OHa 6ri;1a CuTxoB KpoBh CKallyokep He uMeeT 00JIbIlle IIpaB MPaBUJIO , YeM OHa,
He OOJIbINe IPEeTEeH3UH 110 KpaiHe# Mepe [IxKeln MoHNMaeT He0OX0QUMOCTh CUIIBHOT'O JIUIepCcTBal.
Ona uMeeT Takoe XkKe IIpaBo CUAETh Ha TpoHe [lanmaTrHa, Kak u CKalyokep ».

Haran monro Kone6ascsi, 3Has IpaBAy, B3BeIlIMBasi PUCKHU... ¥ KOTTla OH 3arOBOPUJI CHOBA, €0 I'0JIoC
OBLIT TUXVM U CIePKaHHEIM.

«KopomneBcKkas KpoBb, Bea».
"Kakas?" - psaBkHYI Bes.

«Blood Royal: mpaBo ynpaBisitTe 10 POOOCIOBHOM, IO HACIAEACTBY. TH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3as, 4To
BEPHILb B 3TOT IPUHIIUII».

«Y ITanmaTtuHa He OBUIO HacleOHMKA - OH Ha3Bajl Ckallyokepa IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBbIJT CUTXOM, a He
IIOTOMY, 4TO OH Obl7T KOposeBoi KpoBu».

«Trl x04ewb npaBasl, Be3? Trl X04elllb HACTOSAIINY CEKPET YHECTU B MOTUILY ?»
HaTan cMepTenbHO cepbe3HO OCMOTPEN Ha Beasa.

«Ecnu BB mommepKuBaeTe MPaBuUIIo IlanmaTuHa o mpaBe IePBOPOACTBA IO POJOCIOBHOM, TO
yTBepxkmeHue JII0Ka, KaK U ero CBsi3b ¢ CUIOH, OBITIO Y HETO B KPOBUY.

Puc ycmokouscsi, ero BOIpocC 0CTaiCAd HeBbICKa3aHHBIM ... U BIIEPBHIE B XKM3HU HaTaH ocMenuncs
IIPOM3HECTHU 3TO BCIyX. CKa3all CeKpeT, KOTOPHIM TaK JOJIT0 XpaHUJI B OMUHOYECTBE, 0 yIIer
Yyejl0BeKa, KOTOPBIM, KakK OH 3HaJl, yMpeT K yTpy. [1o KkpaiiHel Mepe, IIOJIOBUHY 3TOT0 Be3 yxke 3Has; B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH OBIJI TAaM B TO BPEMSI.

«B TOT meHs, Korpa [TannaTuH yMep... BBl IOMHUTE, 3TO ObLT aOCOMIOTHEIN Xa0c. JII0K OB TSXKe0
paHeH U HyXK[aJcs B CEPbe3HON OIepaliy, Bl IBITAINCh COUTh HafeXKHBIX IITYPMOBUKOB C
[TaTpuoTa U yCTPAHUTH MOTEHIMATbHbIE YTPO3bl. 3aMOPO3UTh JIOKAYTH B CUCTeMax 6e3011acHOCTH U



I/IH(l)OpMaU;I/II/I IO TOTO, KaK KTO-TO IIOMMET U dKTUBHUPYET HUX. Bam Takxke IIPUIIIIOCE CIIPATATHh
J0Ka3aTeJIbCTBa OY3JIU ... B TEJIO [TanmaTuHa.

910 OBITIO eIUMHCTBEHHOE HAeKHOe MEeCTO, TIle er0 MOXKHO ObIJIO XPaHUTh I YTUTU3ALUY - MOU
MeTUIMHCKUY HeHTpP [Tomuums? Korga s Beiesn u3 xupypruu JIioka, Tebe yxke yIoaauau Temo
[TanmaTuHa ... Ho, BUmKTE M, K TOMY BpeMeHH s COesIall To, 4To JII0K Bcerma mpuKasal MHe, eCIid
KOTra-HUOYOb TIOSIBUTCST BO3MOXKHOCTE: 5 B35J1 00pa3IlHl ... TeHeTUYecKue 06pas3isl .

HaTan moxa mieyaMu Iof IOJIHEIM HEOXOTHHIM BHUMaHHEeM Be3a, mpogonxkas THX0, HO
0e33KaJIoCTHO.

«OH oT[maJI MpHUKa3 3a HeCKOJILKO JIET [0 9TOr0 IPOBEPUTh HAIMYKE OTIIOBCKOM CBsI3K. HeCKOoNbKUMHI
romamu paHee IlanmmaTuH ckasan JIIOKy, 4TO y HUX €CTh psMasi KPOBHAs CBsI3b, HO JIIOK HUKOTTIA He
TIOBTOPSIIT €70, TIOTOMY YTO He BEPHII B 3TO ... He XoTes1 OH GBI B y2Kace OT 3TOH KOHIemuu. 13-3a
CTpaxa, YTo, ecyix OBl OH OBIJT U3 3TOH POOCIIOBHOH, OH OB OhI MCIIOPYeH e10. OH CKa3ajl MHE TOJIBKO
OIUH pa3, B TeUeHHEe HeCKOJIbKUX [HEeH Mocje Toro, Kak IlalmaTuH cKa3aa eMy, TOTha OH O0JIbIie
HHUKOTTIa HEe TOBOPHUII 00 9TOM ».

HaraHu octaHoBuIcCH, HN3y4dad CBOU PYKH, IIJIOTHO 00XBATHBIIIHE Opyr gpyra.

«Bpems 1110 ... COOBITHSA ... HACTUTTIH ero. JII0OK HUKOTa He MpU3Has Obl 9Ty IMHUIO TPOUCX0KIEHUS
6e3 moKa3aTeNbCTB, U, Korfa IlanmaTiH MEPTB, a ero TeJI0 KPEMUPOBAHO, OH CYUTAJI, YTO
II0Ka3aTeNIbCTB HUKOTMa He OyneT. & mpoBesl 9TU TECTH ... @ 3aTeM YHUYTOXKUII aHHEIE U BCe
00pa3Ifel. ITo OBITIO MOUMM perreHueM. [TpaBUIbHO UK OMMMO0YHO s CHOesaa 3TOT BEIOOP. JII0K
coOupasicst B30UTH Ha IIPECTOJI, ¥ €T0 yKe ITapar30Baio HEYBEPEHHOCTH B cebe MPU MBICITH, YTO
OHMOT OBITh TEHETUYECKUM HaCJEOHUKOM [lanmaTiHa - ¥ TI03TOMY ... S B35 HA ce0s
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, YTOOHI OH HUKOTMIa HE CTAJIKMBAJICS C CypPOBOM ITPaBOOM, KOTOpasi, KaK 51 UCKPeHHE
BepIo, pa3pymuna 65l ero .

Bes yxe oTIIaTHYJICS, 3Has, UTO MpubnuxkaeTcs, Korga HaTan nogHs riasa.

«BBI BUANTE, YTO €CTh IpsSIMasi, MPOCIekKKUBAIOTCS OTIOBCKasA NUHUA MexXay JIykoi u [TanmaTuHOMN.
Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO, YUUTHIBas TO , YTO OH CKa3ajl MHeE, S He MOTY CKa3aTh BaM, HO TOTHa 5 He MOTy
00BSICHUTh MHOTHE acleKThl CHJIBl. ITO TOJIBKO OfUH boyee Toro, 0MHOBPEMEHHO YBIEKATEIbHO U
TpeBOKHO. OHAKO 5 MOT' TOYHO ITpefCcKa3aTh, KaK JII0OK BOCIPUHSII OBl 3Ty HOBOCTD - X 3TO OBIJIO OB
HEXOPOIIIO ».

Bes oTpuliaTeIbHO MOKaval rojioBoi, He 60/1ee 4eM IIeII0TOM.
«Ckaityokep ObITT CEIHOM Betimepa».

«Jla, on 6bi. [TanmaTtul, Betigep u JII0K OBITM TPEMS TOKOJIEHUSIMU OTHOM U TOM 3Ke TeHeTHYeCKOH
nuuuu, Bes.

Bupenue [lanmaTrHa BCerga 3ak/04anoch B co3maHuu VMmepuu ¢ eqUHOM, HETIPEPHIBHOW TUHUEN BO
r7aBe; fUHACTUU. He IMHACTHM CUTXOB, a ero JTo ObIIO TO, YeM Ha caMoM [iene Oblta ero Mmmepus -
ero coOCTBeHHOe MaJIeHbKOe CTpeMJieHue K 6eccMepTuio. M 51 He yBUXKY, YTOOH JII0K pa3pyinun cedst
UK CBoe OymyIlee MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO OH XOYET IIOMEeIaTh 37100HKM, HaBSI3UYUBHIM OpemaM CTapuka.
ouu00YHO, Temeph s XPaHI0 9TOT CEKpeT.

4 3Ha, YTO S JOJIZKEH BEPUTH, UTO JIIOK HUKOTTA He MOJyMaeT UCKATh 3TO B MOEM yMe, U eCJiu Obl OH
9TO CHeJiaj, s OOUH NOoJKeH OBl OBl OTBETUTH 3@ CBOY IIPOCTYNOK. Ho ecniu OH 3TOro He chenaer,
Knsinych Tebe, s 6e3 KoneOaHuM 0THECY 3TO B MOTHY, TOT GakT, 4To JIIOK - HICTUHHBIN HaCIeqHUK



VMnepuu Bo BCEX CMBICTIAx ».
"Tlouemy Tl MHE He CKa3an?"
970 OBLIO HANOIOBUHY 00BUHEHNUE, HAIIOJIOBUHY alleJIISAIH.

«$1 Mor GBI CIIPOCUTH TOT'0 2Ke 000 BCeX, YTO BHI IPSITANIU», - CKa3asl HaTaH, Tenepb CTPAHHO
OTCTPaHEHHBIN OT y2Kaca Be3sa, Tak 4To, KOT{la OH IIPOMOIKHUJII, 3TO OBIJIO TIOYTH U3BUHEHUEM.

«3JTO TOp:KECTBEHHAs KIsATBa, KOTOPYIO M BCe MpuHKUMaeM, Bes. Bpau HUKOT[Ia He pasrjallaeT
nH(}OPMAIKIO 0 CBOEeM NallieHTe; UCTopus 60ne3Hu JIioKa Oblla YacThio 3TOTOY.

«... KoponeBckas KpoBb...»

9T0 BCe, 4TO Be3 MOTr BEIAEPKATh.
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