-Baire Bennyectso.”

YcnrimaB e€ 308, MepeguT MefJieHHO B3TrjIsgHysa Ha ['epuorunio IlIBapi.

-Ila, Magam. Ho nouemy 1?”

-X0uy BHIPa3uTh UCKPEHHIOI 61arolapHOCTh 3a IPUTJIallleHre Ha TaKoe ITpeKpacHoe Mepornpusitue.”
Mepepnut onacanach BHE3AIIHBIX CIIOBEYEK.

“IToyeMy TH TaK HEOXHUAaHHO Garogapuib?”

OpHako, He BRIpaXasi 9TOTO BHEITHE, OHa MSATKO yIBIOHYacCh.

-He cTout. 4 melcTBUTENBHO cYAaCTINBa. MHEe KOMGOPTHO XUTh B TUXOM KMMIepaTopcKoMm fBopiie.”
-B oTBeT Ha ceropHsIlIHEe MPUTIAlleHe, I IPUHEeCsIa oJapokK.”

-Tlomapok?”

-IIa, Bame BenmnuecTtso.”

T'epuoruns IIBapil mo3Bana TOPHUYHYIO B TOCTUHYIO U IPOTSIHYJa i HeOOoJIbIIyi0 KOPOOKY.

OHa Obl/Ta pa3MepoM C MYKCKUMHU IBYMSI JTQIOHSIMH, CII0KEHHBIMH BMECTE.

Mepenurt B3sg7a ‘TIOAAPOK’ C PYK TOPHUYHOM W 03alau¥eHHO TOCMOTpeia Ha HeTo.

-4t0 3T0?”

-9TO MOSI ICKPEeHHOCTh, Barmie BenuuecTso.”

[Tocne atux cnos, MepeouT MeaJIeHHO OTKPHIBajla II0AApOK, BITAsICh IIOHATh, YTO XK€ TaM BHYTPU.
Y xorpma oHa OTKpBIIa KOPOOKY, BHYTpHU ObINIa JeTCKask ofexka.

9T0 Oblyla He JeTcKas ofexk/a, KoTopas MOIX0AKIa BEIpoCIIeMy peOEHKY, a OUeHb MaJleHbKasl,
pa3MepoM [Jis HOBOPOXKAEHHOTO.

-4rto 3T0?” - crpocunia MepeauT, clierka Cy3uB OpPOBH.

-Kak BugmuTe, 9TO geTcKas ogexkna.”

-HeTckas ogexpaa.”

-4l HapeloCh, YTO XOPOIIe HOBOCTH MOXKHO Oy[ieT yCIbIIaTh B OnuxKaiiiiem Oymymem.”
Tepuorusns IIBapi ynbIOHyIack U CKasaa.

-4 cmenarna eé caMa. Brino GBI X0poIro, eciau OBl BaM ITOHPaBUIIOCH.”

Mepe}II/IT HEMHOTI'O II0JozxKOaJia X IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha OOeXKOy B KOpO6K€.



“B 9TOM HET HUYero CTPaHHOrO......
Bornee Toro, oHa He MorJa coenaTh JETCKYIO OfEXKAY CaMOCTOSITEIIBHO.

“Kakoro 4épTa TH OT[aéllb MHE 3T0?”

MepenuT GbIJIO CTEITHO Y3HATh 0 HaMmepeHusx ['epuorunu [IBapir.

“Ilymaro, B 3TOM TOYHO €CTh yJIOBKa.”

Cettyac OBIIO TPYAHO IOHSATH 3TO.

OpHaKO, 0CTaBUB IOIO3PEHUS 03aau, MepeauT U3SIIHO YILIOHYIAch U mobarogapuia ee.
-Crracu60, MapmaM. Baita uCKpeHHOCTDb OeMCTBUTENILHO BepHa cebe.”

-4ro BhI, Bame BenugecTtBo. YV Opyrux maropei, BEpOATHO, TaKoe XKe cepare.”

06 atom cka3zasna ['eprjoruas [IIBapI] ¥ IOMPOCHUTIA COTIACHS Y OKPYKAIOIIUX.

-Bepno xke?”

-Ox, KoHe4YHO. KoHeuHO 3TO Tak.”

-Y Bcex HaAc Takue Xe UCKPeHHUe XeJlaHusd, Kak y ['eprorunu [sapir.”

MepenouT HETTOBKO YIBIOHYIACh, 3[IeCh OblNla IpyKecKas aTMocdepa.

..... Brl mepegymanu?”

Ona nopgymarsa 06 9ToM Ha MTHOBeHHE, HO BCKOpe IIpHUIlla K BEIBOAY, YTO 9TO He TaK.

[ToTromy uto 'eproruns IlIBapil He MoTia cOennaTh TaKOUW XOPOIINY ITOAAPOK, €CIIU TOJILKO OHa He
SIBJIIETCS APYTUM YEeJIOBEKOM.

kkk
ITocye 3TOro, YaemuTHe IPOAOJIKAIOCH TTIAJKO0, M 3aBEPIINIIOCH 0e3 IPobIeM.

-Bonpiroe ciacu6o 3a npurmnaienue, Bame BenuuectBo MMnepaTtpuiia. beio 651 4ecThio, eciu OB U
Oanbllle Ipuriallaiyd Hac.”

-Oco0eHHO [lecepThl, OHYU OBLIH JeNCTBUTENIBHO IPEBOCXONHEIMHE. {1 r1y6oKo 61arogapHa Bamemy
BenuuecTBy 3a MUIOCTB.”

-MHe TOXe CerogHs 04eHb IOHPaBUIIOCh. ByabTe OCTOPOXKHEI B IIyTH.”

[IpoBoXKas BCex OBOPSHOK APYXKECKUM IpollaHreM, MepeOuT ¢ JOBOJIBHO U3MY4YEeHHBIM BUIOM
YTKHYJIaCh CIIUHOU B MATKUU CTYIL.

910 moTOoMYy, 4TO s OBLIa B IITyMHOM aTMocdepe.
¢l MpUBHIKIIA K TUIIHHE, HAXOMSICh B OMUHOYECTBE.

..... Ia. Cettuac He BpeMsi OBITh TAaKOU JTEHUBON.”



MHe NpUIIIOCH CIEIUTh B KaOWHET 110 [e/IaM.

Takxke, ceromHs s OOJKHAa OblIa 3achIaTh BMecTe ¢ iMmepaTopoMm, fiepXkach 3a PyKH.
ITo HOYM OCTaBaJloCh COBCEM HEMHOT'O BPEMEHHU.

4 GBICTPO BCTasia U BHIIIA U3 TOCTHHOM.

“4T0 MHe HYKHO CHeJaTh CEerofHs, TaK 3TO BOImpocC OloaXKeTa Ha 9TOT KBapTain....”

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia s CMOTpejia Ha MOKYMEHTHI, KOTOPBIe HY2KHO OBIIO CETOIHS 3aBEPIIUTH B
KaOuHeT.

-Bay, mHe HpaBuTCs gBoper MMnepaTpuus..”

4 ycnbimiana yxe 3HaKOMBIA rooc. ITo Oriyta Katapusa.

4 3amepria, He IOHUMAS.

-[Touemy, THI TOXKe XOYellb XXKUThb 30eCh?”

Ha sToT pas nmocneimarncs romoc I'eproruau IIBapi.

4 npubnu3unach K UCTOUHUKAM IITyMa.

4 yBupmena, KakK [BOe JI0Jei ocMaTpPUBaJIK OBOPel], OYATO CMOTpPEeNH Ha CBOM IOM.
K cyacThio uiH, K COXKaJIeHUI0, B TOMEIeHUH OBIJI0 BCEI'0 TPU YeJloBeKa.

4 cupsiTanach 3a KOJIOHHOU ¥ COCPEOOTOYUIaCh Ha Pa3roBope MexXay HUMMU.

-KoneuHno. HackonbKO BB ObLIM OBl CHACT/IMBEL, €C/IH OBl KUIM B TAKOM OOJIBIIIOM JBOPIIE U
npuHUManu 10008s Ero Benuuectsa?”

-9T0 OymeT Tak ckopo, KatapuHa. [logoxnu HEMHOTO.”

-Kaxk gonro? 4 TepmeTh He MOTY iyMaTh O TOM, YTO 3Ta fieBKa Mepenut - MriepaTpulia, U KUBET
30ecs.”

KartapuHe 5T0 Hagmoero.

-9TOT CBAIIEHHHIN ABOpel] MMIepaTpullbl KaxkeTcs HeuruCcThM! f 9yBCTBYI0 ce6si OCKBEpHEHHOM!”
-TBl CMOXKeIIb OYUCTUTH I'PA3HBIN ABOpeL. [IoueMy TH TaK YyTKO MBICIUIIL?”

-Xotsi. Mcmonb30BaTh TOT K€ JBOPEIl, YTO ¥ TOT IIOIIIEIN He3aKOHHOPOXKOEHHBIM PEOEHOK. ...
KaTaprHa HaxMypusach 4 IIoKadajia roJI0BOM.

-ITaxxe ecyy OYMCTUTD €r0 HECKOJIBKO pa3, Bbl HUKOTTAa He CMOXKeTe CTepeTh TOT (PakKT, 4To 3Ta
omu0OKa Xujia 3Iech.”

-Ecnu Tebe HeymoOHO, BCE, uTO Tebe HYKHO OYAET CcenaTh, 3TO CMEHUTDb OBOPEL, ITOCTIe TOTO, KaK ThHI
ctaHelb MMmmnepatpunei. B moboM ciydae, 6ygeT T 3TOT ABOPEl eIUHCTBEHHBIM?”



-I'M, MaTyIIKa IpaBa. S cMOTy CMEHUTH gBopell. Ye0BeK, KOTOPHIA CTAaHET MOUM MYXKeM,
00s3aTeIbHO MOUMET.”

9T0 OB 3aXBaTHIBAIOIINYI PA3TOBOP.

MepenuT efnie cuepxkuBaja CMeX.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT, Pa3roBOp MeXAy HUMH IePeIIeEn B APYTyio ¢asy.
-Ax, HeT. { He 3Hasa, YTO MaTYILIKa JEUCTBUTENIBHO OTAACT €ro eun?”
-910? AX, TH UMeeLIb B BUOy.”

KaxeTcs, 0HM UMEIOT B BUAY MMOOAPOK, KOTOPHIH 5 IONTy4YHusia PaHee.

-4l ToXKe He OyMaJsia OTHaBaTh €T0 CETOOHs. f cTapanach MOUIAAUTh e€.”
-Ho noyemy ThI nepengymana?”’

-[ToTomy 4TO 5 XOTeJa OT Hero u36aBUTHCS.”

I'epuorung IIBap HaxMypuiacs.

-Bup ynei6ku, mpuTBOpPSIIONIEcs: 671arOpogHON - Takoe 3pesuire. Mou ria3a 00T 0T 9TOro. JTO He
M3MEHUT €€ OMEP3UTEJILHOT'0 ITPOUCXOKIEeHNS.”

-BepHo. 1 melicTBUTENBHO HE MOTJIA 9TOT'0 BUMETh. S cOUTa C TONKY, CKOIBKO 5 BCETO MOJIy4y, KOTa
3anonyuy 6;1arockyioHHoCcTs Ero Benuyecta. Crioco6CTBys aTomy!”

KaTapuHa 3acMesisiach ¥ 3aKpHyaa.

-Ho 6naromapst MaTyIIIKe s IIOYyBCTBOBasa ce0sl HEMHOTO JIy4Ille B KOHIIE. Bbl XOThb IIpeficTaBiseTe,
YTO [IogyMasia, KakK OHa II0JIy4yuJia 4To-TO Xopoiuee?”

-Hukorga He 3Haels HaBepHSIKa. Kak 3HaTh.”
U cnoBa, KOTOpHIE MMOCIEA0BAJIX 3a 9TUM, 3aCTaBUIM MepeguT mOIHOCThIO 3aCTHITh Ha MeCTe.
-Hukorga He 3HaTh, 4TO € OepeMeHHas MaTh youTa. Kak unnorka.”

-OHa HUKOT[A He Y3HAEeT, UTO Oy, KOTOPYIO OHA ITOy4uia CEerofHs, CIIKUIIa OIS €€ CECTPHI €€
IIOKOMHAs MaTh.”

KaTapI/IHa CMesdAJlaCh, paCCKa3kIBadg 3TO.

-4Tto oHa mogyMana, rinsifgd Ha omexny? [ep3ko. He 3Hato, X04eT i1 OHa pa30pBaTh €€ TOJIBKO
IIOTOMY, UTO MaTyIlIKa OTHana eé€ eu.”

-B TakoM cny4ae He Ob110 OBl 60/IBIIETO HECOBEPIIEHCTBA. B KAKOM-TO CMBICJIE 3TO MOCTIETHUAN
CYBEHU], OCTABJIEHHBIN €€ MaTePhIo, BEPHO?”

-TToTOMY 4TO ¥ MEHST HET PEIIUMOCTH, 3HaTh 3T0. THl XKe 3HAEIllb, YTO 9Ta IJIyIlas JeBYOHKA U e€ MaTh
cbexamnu.”

3BYK KOBAPHOT'0O CM€Xa KaTapI/IHBI IIpoaoJIZKall u30aBaThCA.



-Ecnu TH y3Haelb paBfy, 3Ta IeBKa, HACKOIbKO Tebe OymeT IPyCTHO yIacTh Ha 3eMITi0?”
-B nmioboMm cnyydae, 5 pafia, 4TO OTHana €€ eid. Bcé paBHO 5 X0Tesa BHIOPOCUTD €€.”
-Monopern. Kaxpariii pa3, Korga g Bufesa 3T0, MEHS 3TO pa3gpaxaro.”

[Tocne otBeta, KarapruHa nob6aBumia ¢ Ipe3peHueM:

-B nmo6oM crydae, Xopo1o Ol 1306aBUTHCS OT €€ CJIelOB, BEPHO? f TepneTh He MOTY 3Ty BYJIbrapHYIO
KpOBb, OKpaluBarlnyo ['epiora.”

-Bot mouemy s ybuna 3Ty cyky.”
T'eproruns IlIBap1 yneIOHYyIaCch U CKa3ana.

-OHa ocMenunIach fyMaTh O TOM, YTOOBEI CHOBa 3a0epeMeHeTh, 0OMaHbIBas 'epuiora. Huuero He mory
mofenaTh C MEJIKOM KPOBbIO.”

-4 umeto B Buny. Mathb MepeuT He 3Haja, CKOJIbKO MUJIOCEPAUS S OKa3aja e, YTOOB COXPaHUTh
JKUM3Hb TOW MeJIKOM neBYyoHKe. OHa IOJyMEBIBala CHOBA ITOIaPUTh HE3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHOTO pebEHKa
TBOEMY OTILy.”

KaTtaprHa Kpemko cxaJla PyKy, CJIOBHO yTelllas CBOIO MaTh.
-Brl €€ yOunu. ITu Bely He TIOMEHSIOT CBOel npupoasl. Takue Belly, Kak YepBu 1o HoraMu.”

-Ilaxke Tak, S XOPOIIO CIpaBujiachk. Eciu OB He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHEIM peOEHKOM OB Malb4yuK, OHA,
BO3MOXKHO, OCMeJuiIach O yrpoxkaTh HallleMy [0My, BepHO?”

C'epuoruns IIBapi] mokavaia roiaoBo, OyaTo OBIIO YKaCHO Jaxe AyMaTh 00 9TOM.

-4 momxHa OBlIa OCTAHOBUTH 3TY Y2KACHYIO OMIMOKY, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4TO.”

-BepHo. Pe6EHKY B KMBOTE BCE paBHO OBIJIO CYKAEHO yMepeTh. B mo0kIX pykax.”

KarapuHa TyT e XOJIONHO YIBIOHYach.

-Ecnu 61 He ONTy4YuIoCh yOUTH €€, s Obl yOuIa Manbyuka.”

-Teneps Bcé B mopsApgKe. ITO IPSA3HOE CeMs UCYe3]I0, BEPHO?”

Teproruns IIBapii moxasna muevyamu, 6yoTo 3To 00JbIlle He UMeNIo 3HaYEHNU .

3aTeM oHa HeXXHO o0Hs1a KaTapuHy 3a niedu u c 11000Bb TIOCMOTPETIA Ha HEE.

-Mos KaTapuHa, ecinu THl CTaHelllb MiMiiepaTpuliel, 3Toit MaTepu Oosibile Hedero OO0 OBl KenaTh.”

-Mawma, moxKanyicTa, IogoXau eme HeMHoro. Korfia 51 crany MMnepartputiei, s 06513aTeIbHO Cclelaio
MaTylIKy C4aCTINBOK.”

-¢1 BCE ellé XKUBY, TONBKO T Ha Te0s, KaTapuHa. 9Ta MaTh CeaeT BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH
coenaTh Tebst MMnepaTtpune.”

Tepuoruns IIBapi cyacTIMBO YARIOHYIACH U MOXJIONana KaTapuHy 1o mieyy.



-Utak, maBali BepHEMCS K PagOCTHOMY COOBITHIO. & clienasa 3TOM I'IYIoW JeBYOHKE CaMbIi
JKeCTOKUY MOJapoK CceromHs.”

-Ila, MmaMa.”
Bckope 0HUM NETKUMU IIaraMy TOKUHYJIH 3TO MECTO.

U ocTanmack TOMBKO OOHA Mepenur.
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