[— To mpekpacHa, Kak po3a, HO TBOM SI3BIK OCTP, Kak Iui, jiequ Po3oBoe Ceppiie.]

[— Ecnu THI coOMpaenibCcss CPaBHUTh MEHS C IIBETKOM, TOTIa CPaBHM MeHs ¢ JIunuei Meda, a He C
po30ii], - cka3zanma MoHa co cBoed (pUpPMeHHOU BEICOKOMEPHOU YXMBIIKOU. [— Jlunus meda
CHMBOJIM3UPYET CUILYy XapaKTepa, BEPHOCTh U YeCTb. ]

Ona nopo1ua K HeMy, 3aTE€éM HEZXKHO IOoIrjIauiia €ro I10 IIeKe.

[— qa X0ouy, YTOOKI 3TO OBIJIO TBOMM HAIIOMHHAHHEM O TOM, 4YTO KEHIUHBI CAUJIBHEL - YTO Y HaAC
HGOTpaHPI‘{eHHBIfI IMOTEeHIHaAJI, JaXKe e€CJIK Y HaC HeT TOro, 4To y Tebs MeXny HO]".]

OHa paccMesnach, yBUIEB, KaK ero JIUI0 IIOKPaCHeJI0 U3-3a BYJIbrapHbIX Bellel, KOTOpPhe OHa
cKasarna.

[— [Touemy BEI KpacHeeTe, Bame Be-nu-ye-cTB07?]

— 3amonkHu! - KpuKHYNT Hukona B Hafgexke MPorHaTh rOpbKKe BOCIIOMUHAHUSA. KoTa OH OTKPHIT
r7a3a, ero mpuBeTcTBOBasia Koponesckas [IpuHIilecca, by rjia3a HalOMHUIU eMmy MoHy. Y Heomst
OBLT LIBET €ro rjla3, HO TO, KaK OHA CMOTpesia Ha Hero, HallOMHUHAI0 eMy CKPOMHYIO apHCTOKPATKY.
9T0 ero pasgpaxkano. Y mo3ToMy OH CEPAUTO BCTAJ, a 3aTeM XJIOMHYJ JIafOHSIMH I10 CTOJIY.

— YOwupaiics ¢ T1a3x MOUX HOJIOH!

B rnazax Koponesckou [IprHIIECCH BCIBIXHYJI THEB.

K ero 6onbiromy youBinenuto, Heoma BcTana (Ha CTyJI, TIOTOMY 4YTO OHa OblJla MaJeHbKOM) U yaapuia
CBOMMHU KPOIIIEYHHIMM PYyYKaMH I10 CTOJIy TOYHO Tak Ke, KaK 9TO CHeflajl OH. 3aTeM OHa II0CMOTpea
Ha Hero B OTBET - €€ TJla3a ObUIM TaKUMU Ke OecCTpallHbIMU, KaK V¥ MOHHL.

— Kakoro uépTa TH KPUYHUIIb Ha MEHS, TPUAYPOK?!
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Heoma HeHaBufena, KOTa Ha Heé Kpudaiu, 0COOEHHO KOTa OHa 3TOTr0 He 3acCiTyXKuBaa.

OHa mpoBeia CBOIO MEPBYI0 XKU3Hb, KOTTIa BCE BOKPYT 00palaauchk ¢ Hed Kak ¢ gepbMoM. K c9yacThio,
OHa BHOBBL 00pejia yBEPEHHOCTh B cebe BO BpeMsi CBOel BTOPOM KU3HU. braromapst CBOMM TOTHAITHUM
POOUTENSIM OHA HAy4YMIIach IIEHUTh Cebs.

W Teneps, KOTHa OHa 3Hana cele IIeHy, OHa He T03BOJIKIIA OBl IIOBUHUCTUYECKOMY MOJOHKY
oOpamaThcs ¢ Helt TogoOHBIM 00pa3oM. Eif OBII0 BCE pPaBHO, YBULAT JIM JIIOOY B HElM CTPAHHOTO
"pebeHKaA".



JTtogu BCcerma rOBOPUIIM TAaKUM AETSIM, KaK OHA, YTOOB OHM HUKOTITA He PYraluch CO CBOUMHU
pomuTensiMu. B cBoei BTOPO# XKU3HK OHA He MOTJIa BCIIOMHUTH CJTy4asi, Korga Okl OHa OTBETHJIA TaK
CBOMM MaMe u marne. M 3To OBIJI0 TOTOMY, YTO, XOTSI OHa Obllla X PeOEHKOM U CYMTaNach "HUXe" ux,
OHM BCE PaBHO OTHOCHJIMCH K HEel C yBaXKeHHUEM.

[Ecnu B3POCIJIBIE XOTAIT, YTOORI MOJIOOO€ IIOKOJIEHrnEe OTHOCHUJIOChE K HUM C YBaXKEHHEM, TO OHU TOJIZKHEI
BECTH ce0sT Kak HacCTodAIue B3pOCJ'II>Ie.]

HwmmnepaTtop Hukoma# Ovl1 mamék OT "HACTOSIIETO B3POCTIOTO".

— ITocnymayi, Bamre BenuuecTBo, - cka3zana Heoma pa3gpaxéeéHHsIM TOHOM. OHa X0Tella Ha3BaTh €ro0
110 UMeHH, HO 6osiytack, 4To ['TIeHH BAPYT BRIXBATUT CBOM MeY M HAIIPpaBUT ero Ha Heé. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, Ha3biBaTh MiMIiepaTopa 110 UMEHU BCE PaBHO OBIIO TIKKUM IpexoM. — Ecnu 51 cKasasa unu
cOesaja 4To-TO He Tak, TOTAa CKaXu MHe. { He yMel0 YUTaTh MBIC/IH, U Y MEHS HET BpeMeHH!
pa3bupaThCcs, TOUYEMY ThI BOPYT 3aKaThIBaelllb UCTEPUKU. Tl BeOb B3POCIILI, fa? Torma Bemu cebs
KaK oguH 13 HuxX. OOIIaicss co MHOM, YEPT BO3bMH, HOPMAJIbHO!

Ona GykBaJIbHO 3aXpHIlelia, BHIIJIECHYB CBOE ClepKUBaeMoe pa3odapoBaHHUe.

Korpa oHa ycrmokousach, To 3aMeTuIa, 4To [ ieHH nobnegHes, Kak OyATO BHE3AMMHO UCIIYTaCcs e€.
YT0 XK, phIllapb MOXKET UCIYraThCA 3a CBOI 6€30IaCHOCTH IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK OHA HaKpuyasa Ha
WwmmepaTopa.

Ho korpga oHa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOET0 OTIa, TO IIOHAJIA, 9YTO TOT HE CTAHET IIPOCHUTE, YTOOHI €€ Y6I/IJ'II/I

HWmnepaTtop Hukomai BHIISIgEN BeCbMa YAUBIEHHBIM CBOEW BCIIBIIIKOM rHeBa. Ho, 110 KpallHeW Mepe,
Teleph OH yCIoKouics. Kpome Toro, oHa 3aMeTHsIa BECETbIH 6JIECK B €T0 IeleIbHO-CEPHIX I'Ia3aX.

— A Temneps fgaBail IOrOBOPUM, - CKa3ajla OHa CIIOKOMHBEIM TOHOM. — {l cHeslaja UiIu cKa3aja 4TO-TO
He Tak, [Tana Bocc?

— ,'[[a, - OTBETHUII I/IMnepaTop, He Tepdad HU CEKYHOBI. — 41 6osbliie BCero HEHaBUXKYy 3TOT IIBETOK.

OHa He 3Ha/a [T0YeMy, HO KOT[a OH CKa3aJl 3T0, 3TO IMPO3By4Yaso TakK, Kak OyATO OH UMEJ B BUTY
4yeJIoBeKa, a He JIuinio Meyda.

KpOMe TOT0, OHa 3aMe€THJIad, YTO OH CMOTPHUT Ha Hee TakK, KaK 6YJITO BHOUT OPYI'Oro 4eJIOBEKa.

Koro-To, K0oro ox CTpaCTHO HEHaBUEII.

OHa MorJia fyMaTh TOJIbKO 06 OMHOM "OTBpPaTUTENILHOM" YeJloBEKE, KOTOPOro MMmnepaTop Mor
BCIIOMHHUTH 13-3a HEe€.



— LIBeTOK, KOTOPHIi 5T BRIOpasia, HalloMHUI Tebe 0 MOel MaTepu? - OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHIIa OHa.

ViMmepaTop XpaHui MojlYaHue, HO 3To OBIJIO TaKOe MojT4aHKe, KOTopoe Kpudaso: [a.

[HépT BO3BMU. ]

— INama Bocc, ecnu Tebe HyXKeH KTO-TO, KTO BHIC/IYIIIaeT TBOU TOPECTH O MOeH MaTepH WX O TBOUX
TparuyeckKux OTHOIIEHUSX C Hell... - CKa3aJia OHa, IIOCTyKuBas cebs 1o rpygu. — U 3TOT 4esoBex -
He 5. MeHs He BOJIHyeT TBOX 5MOI[MOHAJIbHEIN Oarax.

OHa pa304apoBaHHO B3[OXHYJIA, 3aTEM II0JI0XKKIa PyKU Ha Génpa.

— He ofparaiicst o MHOM KaK C IEPHMOM TOJIBKO M3-3a TPAaBMBI, KOTOPYIO THI €1 He Mpeoposen. 5
nyMai, Tebe HYKHO CXOOUTH K IcuxoTepamneBTy, [Tama bocc.

[TocnemoBano HEJIOBKOE MOTYaHHUE.

— Bpewms yasi 3aKOHYUIIOCE, - CKa3an Mimnepatop Hukomal, HaKOHeI] HapyIIUB TUIIMHY B KOMHATe.
— BosBpaiarics B cBow KoMHaTy, [Ipuniiecca Heoma.

— CnaBa Bory, BC€ 3aKOHUMIIOCH, - CKa3ajla OHa, 3aTeM ofapuia MMrnepaTopa AeI0BOM yIIBIOKOM.
— CnokouHou Houy, [Tana Bocc.

Korpga oHa moBepHynach Ha 60K, 4YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh, CMOKET JIM OHA CIPHITHYTH CO CTyJIa, OHA Oblyla
yaouBIieHa, yBupeB JIbionuca. [JBOpeLKKY BHe3aMHO O0HSI e€ 3a Tajuio 1 6€3MOJIBHO MTOAHSAT. 3aTeM
OH OCTOPOZKHO OITyCTHII €€ Ha 3EMITIO.

— Cnacub6o0, - cka3asna oHa JIbloucy.

— Bamme Koponesckoe BricouecTBo, T03BOJIbTE MHE ITPOBOOUTE Bac [0 Ballero [IBopiia, - MPeaIoKuI
Cop I'meHH.

— Cnacubo, Ho Tebe u He HykHO. C JIbloncoM 51 B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, - CKa3ajia OHa PHILapio.
— IToxanmyiicTa, ocTaHbTECH BMeCTO 3TOTO ¢ Ero BenuuectBoM, Cap I'nens. [Toxoxe, BE
€IMHCTBEHHHIN YeJI0BEK, KOTOPBIM MOXKET TEPIIETh €TI0 TaK AOJTO.

Prillaps ogaBuaI CMeX, IPUTBOPUBIINCH, YTO "KaInger."

VimnepaTop Hukomnal, ¢ Apyroi CTOPOHHI, IPUCTAIbHO IIOCMOTPETT Ha HEE.

— CnokouHou HOuH, [IpuHITecca Heoma.



9T0 OBLI BEKJIMBLHIN CIIOCO0 CKa3aTh: YXOOU ceruac Xe.

OHa yneIOHYJIACh OTLY U NTOKJIOHUJIACH, IPEXK/e YeM MOKUHYTh YalHYyI0 KOMHATy BMecTe C JIbIOMCOM.

— Boxe, - cka3ana oHa, 06MaxuBas JIUI[0 CBOMMU KPOLUIEYHBIMU PyKaMu. — ¢ BCerma Tepsiio
caMoo0aiaHye, Korjga Hax0XkycCh PSIIOM CO CBOUM OTILIOM.

— IlpunHnecca.

Ona noBepHYyach K JIbOuCy.

— Yro?

K eé 6onbiomy ynusnenuto, JIbionc Hauan puanyecKuil KOHTAKT, HEZKHO IIOTJIafiuB €€ 10 T'OJIOBeE.

— Tr1 xopotuii 6yppuTo.

— 4 He oueHb XopoImit 6YPPHUTO, - ToXKaoBanack HeoMa, HamyB ry0ku. — d cuMIaTUYHBIHN
OyppuTO, SICHO?
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['menHH OBLT TOPAXKEH CIIEHOM, CBUAETEIEM KOTOPOM OH CTaJl HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi Hal3ajl.

Temeps OH MOHST, UTO UMen B Buny Ero BenuuecTBo, Korfa ckasain, uTo y KoponeBckoit ITpuHIIECCH
"Kpacoy4HEIN" BEIOOD CIIOB.

YecTHO roBops, OH OBIT IIOKMPOBaH TeM, Kak [IpuHilecca Heoma otBetuna Mmneparopy. Ho emié
Oonbilie OH OB IOTPSICEH, KOTa MoH, 4To Ero BenudecTBo He paccepauics Ha [Ipunneccy. Ha
caMoM fieJie, HECMOTPS Ha CBOE pa3fpakeHue, OH BHITJIAMEN BIOJIHE TOBOJIbHEIM.

— Bamre BenmnuecTBo, ¢ BaMu BCE B IOpsiike? - 00ecrokoeHHo cpocui ['nenn Mmmeparopa. — Pa3se
BB He coOupaeTech Haka3aTh E€ KoponeBckoe BricouecTBO 3a TO, UTO OHa I'py0o ¢ BaMu
pasroBapuBaeT?

— Ecnu s HakaxXy e€, s MPOCTO OOKaXy, YTO OHA IpaBa HaC4YET MOey "HCTepuKu", - ckasam Ero
BenuuecTBo, a 3aTeM pa3o4yapoBaHHO B3[0XHYJI. — f BO3BpalllaloCh B CBOI0 KOMHATY, - CKa3asl OH,
3aTeM BcTasl. — [IpuHecu MHe OyTHUIKY BUCKY, [ IeHH.

Oxn noknonunca Ummnepatopy.



— Kak noxenaete, Baiie BennuecTso.

YecTHO roBops, oH OBl paj, uTo MMmnepaTtop He Haka3an Eé Koponesckoe BricouecTBo. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, OH IuTan cinabocTh K KoponeBckuM Onu3HelaM, ¥ KOTOPHIX OB OyX IMOKOMHOU Jlegu
Poysxaprt u "uHTepecHas" MaHepa peuu nokouHou [Ipunaneccel HUKOmE.

[Ero BenuuecTtBo MoXeT TepneTs [Ipuniieccy HeoMy, HeCMOTPS Ha 9T0.]

U 370 masno ['neHHy Hamexnay.

[[Tpunnecca Heoma MoxkeT BepHYTh cTaporo Mmmneparopa Hukomas, KOTOporo s 3Hail. ]
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