— ITama, 3TO OYeHb NMOOO3PUTEINIBHO, - CKa3ajla HeoMa, CMOTPS Ha ATMHHBIN ¥ TEMHBIHM IIEPEYIIOK
mepen HUMMU II0CJIe TOr0, KaK OHM BOIIIY B iBeph UMnepaTtopa. OHa He BUfesia KOHIa IIepeyiKa, 1
3TO 3aCTaBJIAJIO €€ HEPBHUYATh. — THl coOupaembcsi 6POCUTH MEHS 3[eCh, BEPHO?

— Yenyxa, - ckasan MMnepatop Hukosaii u MOIIET BIIepenu Hee.

HWcnyraBumich, 9T0 OH AEHCTBUTEIIHHO MOKET OPOCUTE €€ B 9TOM XOJIOMHOM, TEMHOM MECTE, OHa
nobexara 3a IIOOHKOM U CXBATHJIa €T0 3a PYKY.

[Yo-.]

ViMmepaTop oCTaHOBUJICS ¥ OPOCHUI Ha He€ pa3fmpaxkKEHHBIN B3TJIAM, KaK OyTO TOBOPS el mepecTaTh
IENSIThCS 3a HeTO.

— ITama, TakOMY XOJIOODHOMY 4YeJI0BEYEeCKOMY CYIIECTBY, KaK ThI, UHOTA HYKEH YeJI0BeYeCKUH
KOHTAKT, YTOOHI TH He IPEeBPATHUIICS B JIEASHYI0 CKYJIBITYPY, - CKa3asia HeoMa caMbIM HEBUHHBIM
obOpa3oM. X0Ts1, BEPOSITHO, 3TO OBITI0 Oecrosie3Ho, Tak Kak MiMmepaTop yXKe 3HaJ, 4YTO OHa XUTpas
CKBEPHOCJIOBSINAs JeBYOHKA. M BCE Ke el HYKHO ObIJT0O HAalTH OIMpaBoaHue, TOYeMy OHa LeTISIeTCS
3a Hero 130 Bcex cui. OHa 60si71ach TEMHBIX IIEPEYITIKOB, TOHATHO? — 4 mPOoCTOo momorato Tebe.

— Ecnu TE OOUIIBCS, TO CKAXXU 00 3TOM.

Ona ycmexHysachk. KoHewHo, Takast 60JbIast ITYHbS, KaK OHA, He CTaja OBl paCKPHIBATH CBOIO
cnabocTh Bpary.

— Boxe, ¢ 4yero TH 3TO B31/1?

VimmepaTop JuIh 6POCHIT Ha HEe€ TPO3HBIM B3TJIAMA. 3aTeM OPYIroi PyKOM OH BBRITALIXI U3 KapMaHa
HOCOBOM IIJIATOK.

[UTo oH 3amymarn?]

Orel1 BEIpBaJl pyKy U3 €€ XBaTKU. 3aTeM OH B3SIJI €€ 3a PYKY U 3aBs3aJl IIJIaTOK Ha 3amsicThe. U ma,
6eccepmeunnyi iMmepaTop gepzkaj KOHeI IJIaTKa Tak, CJIOBHO BHITY/IMBaJ COO6aKy MM YTO-TO B 3TOM
pore.

[4 Tak ycTana OT 9TOro MOAOHKA. ]

— ITama, - cKa3asia 0OHa, KOTMla OHK CHOBA IIOIIIH BIEPE,.

— Yto0?



— Most MaTh SIBHO He HOCHIIA HAac B CBOEM UpeBe M3-3a JII00BH, - CKa3aia OHa POBHHIM rojocoM. OHa
3HAaJla, YTO TOBOPHUTH PO MaTh - 3TO CBoero pona Taby. Ho ceityac et Gbiio mneBaTh. — 4 Ha CTO
IIPOIIEHTOB YBEPEHA, UTO MOSI MaTh CIlajia C TOOOH TOJIBKO M3-3a TBOETO JIMIA U TeJIa.

K eé 6ompioMy yauBienuio, iMmepaTtop BHE3AMHO 3aKalllJISIICS.

Korpa oHa mopHsna r/ia3a ¥ yBUAea JIULIO OTIa, TO Oblla IPUSTHO YAUBIIEHA, VBULEB, UTO €T0 IIEKU
¥ yIIu ToKpacHenu. Hy, oH BCE eIré 30 BCeX CHJI CTapaJiCsd OCTaBaThCsS HEBO3MYTUMBIM, HO EMY HE
yOaI0Ch ITOJIHOCTHIO CKPHITh B3BOJIHOBAHHOE BHIPaKEHME Ha CBOEM JIHIIE.

[Xex, xoporias MOMbITKA. |

— OTKypa THl 3Haelllb TaKue CjI0Ba?

Wwmnepatop Huxkomai cripocun "XoI04HO0", HO OH JaXe He MOT IIOCMOTPETS el B Ijia3a.

— 4 3Halo, 4TO HeTu Je MyHacTepro B3POCIel0T ObICTpee, YeM 00BIYHbIe IeTH. Ho TBOM MeHTaIuTeT
CITUIIKOM Pa3BUT Jaxe A1d ge MyHactepuo, [IpuHiiecca Heoma.

— HagsrlBail MeHSI TeHHEM, I1ala, - TOPA0 CKalajla OHa. — f 3Halo, KakK JesaloTCs JeTH.

OH r1y60K0 B3MOXHYJI, KaK 0yaTo mpocui bora o 60ibIneM TepIeHu:, Ipexe 4eM 3ayLUIUTh e€.

— TwI 1BHO IIOJIy4YHniia 3Ty HArioCTh OT TOW KEHIIAHEI.

— ThI UMeelIb B BUAY MO0 MaMy? - B3BOJIHOBAHHO cIipocuiia oHa. OH He pyra e€ 3a TO, YTO OHa
rOBOpPUJIa O MaTePH, IIO3TOMY OHA XOTeJjla UCIIBITaTh CBOIO yoady. CioyraM Bo [[BOpIie He pa3pelranoch
OTBeYaTh Ha €€ BOIPOCH 0 MaTepu. Ho BCE ke el ObII0 TI0OOIBITHO Y3HATH O XKEHITMHE, KOTopas
ponuna e€ u Hepona. K coxarnenuio, faxe B CBOEU IIPOIIION XKMU3HU OHA HAYETO He HalllJla O CBOEH
MaTepu. Bo3aMoxkKHO, 3TO OBII €€ IIaHC cHenaTh 3T0. — [lama, Kak 30ByT MO0 MaMy?

Ia, HUKOMY He pa3pellasyioch YIIOMUHATh UMs €€ MaTepH - HU TOTMa, HU ceiyac.

— He momHI0, - XOJIOMHO OTBETHII OTEII.

[Kakas Harjas J10Xb. ]

— boxe, Teleph 4 3HAl, ITOYEMY A TaK XOPOIIIO BPY, - CKa3ajla OHd. — IToxoxe, g YHaACJiegoBall 3TO
OT YbHUX-TO IIJIOXHUX I'€HOB.

On TIOBEPHYJICA K HEeU C XOIOOHEIM BEIPpazKE€HHEM Ha CBOEM U3IUIIHE KpPpaCHuBOM JIHIIE.



— IlaBali mpeKpaTuM rOBOPUTH O MEPTBOM YEJIOBEKE.

— CypoBo, - cka3ana oHa. Hy, oHa OblJTa pacCTpoeHa, HO He TaK CepauTa, KakK CJiemoBajo Okl, ocie
TOTO, KaK 9TOT Mep3aBell] TaK OT3HIBAJICS 0 e€ MaTepu. Eif He X0TeI0ch MPU3HABATLECS B 3TOM, HO OHA
He YYBCTBOBAJIA TaKOM OOJIBIION CBSI3M CO CBOEU MATepPhio, IOTOMY YTO HUKOTMIa HE BCTPeYasach C
Heit. YépT BO3bMHM, OHA Jaxke He 3Hajla UMeHU XKEeHITUHE, KOTopas eé poguna. — [lama, Thl JOJKeH
XOPOIIO 3a60TUTHCS O CBOEM JHIle U Tejie. TBOs MpUBIeKaTeIbHas BHEIIHOCTD - TBOS €JUHCTBEHHAS
CIlacuTeNbHas 01arogaTs.

— Ecnu 51 Tebe He 0TBEYY, TH YMpPEIIb?

— 4 popunack Takoi u3-3a Tebs, marna, - Bo3pa3uiia OHa. — {1 IOYTH yBepeHa, UYTo BCe CBOU
YPOMJIUBEIE U THUJIbIE YEPTHI S YHACIegoBasa oT Te0s. Tak 4To eC/Iy THI 3/IUIIbCS Ha MOE OTHOIIIEHUE,
BUHU B 3TOM CBOU T'eHHl. M mOKa Thl 9TUM 3aHUMAEIIhCs, TIOJIBEPIrHY COMHEHUIO M MOE BOCIIMTaHUeE, a
TaKXke TO, KakK 5 ceyac Befy ceosl.

OH CHOBA Pa304YapOBAHHO B3[MOXHYII.

— V Tebst mefiCTBUTEBHO eCTh IIPABO TOJI0Ca BO BCEM, BEPHO?

— 3TO0 u3-3a TPaBMHI, IIala.

— MoHa.

— M-Mm-Mm?

VimnepaTtop Hukomnalt 0TBEN OT Hee B3TJIAL.

— MoHa, - CKa3al OH MATKUM T'OJI0COM, KOTOPOI'0 OHa OT HEro He oxXupgasiua. — Taxk 3Banu TBOIO MaThb.

— MoHa, - Tuxo mpomenTana Heoma. OHa He 0xkufasa, YTO MOYYBCTBYET TEIJIO B TPy, BIIEPBLIE
yCIBIIIIaB UM CBoell MaTepu. He ycrena oHa OMOMHUTHCS, KaK Ha €€ JIHIle OSBUIach IUPOKast
ynbeiOKa. — MaMUHO UMs TaKoe KpaCUBOe.

)%k

Kak Tonmbko HepoH OTKPHII r'/1a3a, OH 0CO3HAJl CBOE COCTOSHUE.

Kaxpmast KjieToyka ero cyiecTBa afcku 0ojena. OH He MOT IOIIEeBeIUTh HU €IUHBEIM MYCKYJIOM, KaK
HU CcTapaycs. boxke, eMy X0TeoCh YMepeTs.



[Het], - oTpyran on cebs. [MHe HYXKHO BHIXKUTH pagu HeoMmsr. ]

— Bame KopomneBckoe BricouecTBo?

Hap HYMM HaBUC MyKYKHA C JJIMHHEIME YEPHEIMHU BOJIOCAME ¥ CBETJIO-TOIYORIME TJIa3aMH.
HesnakoMmer 6511 ofieT B 6eto-rony6yio MauTHio ¢ repoom Homsi. Monb 611 Borom, KoTopomy
TIOKJIOHSITach MMITepusi, TakK 4YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK, BEPOSTHO, ObITT CBSATHIM.

[3T0 03HAuUaeT, YTO 5 ceiyac B xpame.]

OH momxeH OBIT mOoragaThCsi, IOTOMY YTO He MOT ITOIIeBEeIUTh I'0JI0BOM, YTOOHI OTJIsgmeThCs. BcE, uTo
OH MOT CKa3aTh, 3TO TO, YTO OH JIexKaJl Ha MATKOM KPOBATH B IIJIOX0 OCBEIIEHHOM XOJIOMHOW KOMHATe.

— [IpusetcTByio IlepByto 3Be3ny Benukou MMmnepun MyHacTepuoH, - BEXKJIUBO IONIPUBETCTBOBAJI €I0
Cearou. — 4 [Jomunuk 3aBapoHu, CBATOU.

— IIpuBeTcTBYyIO Bac, Bamie CBATeNIIECTBO, - CTabbIM Tos1ocoM mpousHec HepoH. Bo3aMoXkHO, OH U
ymupan ot 0051, HO He MOT 3a0bITh O XOPOIIMX MaHepaX. — MOTY Jix S y3HaTh CBOE HEIHEIIHEE
COCTOSIHUE?

— BrI B ykacHOM cocTtosinuu, Baiie KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo, - 00€CIIOKOEHHO CKa3asl CBITOM
3aBapoHu. — Baiy BHYTPeHHOCTH THUIOT, M YEPHAS Marus, HajloXKeHHas Ha Bac, CheflaeT Ballly
MaHy.

OH 0Xufas 9TOro, HO BCE paBHO 3TO OBLIO AJIST HETO OTPOMHBIM yIapOM.

[Y MEHAd HET HUKAKOI'O HaMePEHUA YMUPATh U OCTABIIATH HeOMy.]

— Br1 MoxeTe cnacTtu MeHd, Bame CBaTeHIIecTB0?

— Mos BoxecTBenHas cuia 6oiblie He IelcTByeT Ha Bac, Bame KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo, -
coobmmn emy CBsiTolt. — MHe ymanock 3aMeJIuTh BpeJHOe BO3[EeNCTBIE YEPHOM Maruu Ha Ballle
TeJio ¥ MaHy. Ho 3T0 He 3HQ4uT, 4TO BH B 6e3omacHocTy, [TpuHI] HepoH.

OH MOT TOJIBKO TSI2K€eJI0 B3OOXHYTh.

[Ecnu cam CBSITOM He MOXKET PacCesiTh YEPHYIO Maruio, KOTopas yOuBaeT MeHs, TO KTO eIll€ MOXKeT
MHE IIOMOYb?]

— He Bonnyiitecs, Bame Koponesckoe BeicouecTBo, - yTemun ero Cesaitou 3aBapoHuii. — Ero
BenmmuectBo u Eé KoponeBckoe BricouecTBO y&Ke emyT Clofa.



JlafiHO, 9TO €ro yIUBHUIIO.

— Ero BenuuecTBO 1 MOS IparoieHHas CeCTpPEHKaA?

CBsToll yIBIOHYICS ¥ KUBHYIL.

— [IIa, Bame KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo. Kak Tonbko Ero BenuuectBo npubynmet, Mbl 06CyIuM ApyTHe
BapHAHTHI, KOTOPEIE MBI MOXKEM Clie/IaTh, YTOOBI CIIACTH Bac.

9TO0 3aCTaBUIIO €TI0 IIOYYBCTBOBATL, YTO €TI0 CepAale 3aCTPAJIO B T'OPJIe.

VimnepaTop Hukomnali OblT He U3 TEX OTI[OB, KOTOPhIE BO3bMYT C CO00 [04Yb, YTOOL HABECTUTH CHIHA.
[TpsiMmo ceiiyac OH MOT MPUAYMATh TOJTBKO OJHY BECKYI0 MPUYUHY, TI0 KOTOPOU MMIepaTop pemmn
npuBecTd Heomy B xpam.

B ornuyme oT cBoel HEBUHHOM M aHTE€JILCKOM MIIafilllel CeCTPHI, OH 3HAJ TEMHbLIE TalHHI UX KPOBH.

— Her, - cka3as oH, Kayas TOJI0BOM, XOTSI ABUTAThLCSA TakK ObI0 601bHO. — OH cobupaeTcs yOUTb MO0
Heowmy.

[To HaxMypeHHBIM OpoBsiM CBSITOTO 3aBapOHU OBIJIO SICHO, YTO OH B 3aMeIlaTeNIbCTBE.

— YT0 BHI XOTUTE 3THUM CKa3aTh, Baiie KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo?

— Bame CaTenecTso, noxasnyucra, IOMOTUTE MHe, - CKa3asl HepoH HafTpeCHYTHIM rojiocoM. — {1
He 1103B0JI10 Ero BenuuecTBy moXepTBOBaTh Moeli HeoMou pafy Moeu XXU3HU.
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