— Mucc Coeppa, 1 ropHUYHAs, JIeKCeb.

l'opHuryHag repuora Mpouoca npuiiyia B X KOMHaTy. Chbeppa BCTasla, B CIELIKEe OeBIIUCh.

— 3axoau! Yto mpuseno Tebs cioma?

[IBeps OTKpBLIACh, ¥ JIeKCelb OCTOPOKHO BOIILIAa BHYTPE.

— 4 Jlekcermns, TOPHHUYHAA 3TOT0 0COOHSKA. HO}KaHYfICTa, IT030BUTE MEHS, KOTa S TOHam00/TI0CE.

FopauuHas? Kak 6 HU3KUM He OB €€ TUTYJI, OHA, 110 KpailHel Mepe, aflas JBOPSHKA, U OBIIIO
camo co60ol pa3yMelomuMcs 3aHHMaTh 60jiee BEICOKOE IT0JI0KEHHe, SIBNIIACH IPUCIyroi ['epiiora.

Creppa 0CTOPOXKHO CKa3asa:

— Moxerib 0TOPOCUTL HOPMaTbHOCTH IIPU OOIIEHUH.

— Bac uenut Ero CBeTniocTs, I03TOMY 5 He MOTY.

Bupsi, kak oHa roBopuT, Kaccuii, KaxkeTcs, JOIXKHEIM 06pa3oM e€ o0yunsi. MOKHO 71 Pa3pelIuTh 3Ty
CUTyaluio?

Creppa, HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHAs, IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha TOPHUYHYIO.

— Ho B uém geno?

— 9T0...

BepHas u npodeccroHanbHas CayKaHKa HEMHOTO Koje6anach.

— Mucc Creppa, 6010Ch, BaM NPUAETCS M000NTaTh C Benukoi I'ocoxkoi HeMeIIeHHO.

Benukas 'ocnoxa? Kto 9T0?

TopHUYHAS TUXO IIPOINeITana, BUAsS CTPaHHbIH BU CheppHl:

— OHa - XKeHa [TIOKOWHOT0 IIpefllecTBeHHUKa, Mapku3a Meica.

Creppa Hakpbila XaHadlb OfEesIOM U BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.
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I'naps Ha Cbeppy, TOPHUYHAS IIpeficKa3aia: ['epIior CTONKHETCS ¢ KpU3ucoM. B momecThbe OBIIO0
BCEro JIUILb [Ba BIUATEIbHBIX YesloBeKa. OnuH U3 HUX, KOHeYHO Xe, Kaccuii. [Ipyroi - cectpa
oKOWHOU ['eprioruny, KeHa Mapkusa.

OO6cnyxkuBaolye eé TOPHUYHbIE XOAUIIY IT0 TOHKOMY JIbAy. Y MafaM BecbMa XOJIOAHbIM HPaB.

K cuacThio, OHa OTJIMYHO CITPABJISAIACh CO cBoel paboToi. 2KeHa Mapku3a ymesno 3a60Tuachk o
cBoéM meMsHHEKe, Kaccuyce Monoce, X0Ts y Heé 1 He OBITIO MPSIMOK CBSI3K C CECTPOH. Takum
o0pa3oM, OHa IIoMoraja ceMbe 6e3 0COOBIX pa3HOTIaCKHH ¢ caMuM ['epriorom.

Kaccuyc, 06bIYHO paBHOOYIIHEIN, TOTHOCTHIO OCTABUII BeleHKe TIOMAIIIHEeT0 X035WCTBa CBOE
KPEeCTHOM. ITOo Oblya M00e3HOCTH 3a MOCBSIIEeHHbIE TOIb ceMbe ['epiiora. brnarogapst Ux rapMOHUU
BHEIIHUM 00/TMK U BHYTPEHHee COCTOSTHME CeMbU COCTOSIIM B MeabHOM GataHce.

BrnpouewMm, octaneTcs mu Cbeppa B 0COOHSKE?

[TomMmuMo pe3KOTro HpaBa, Jlemu uMesna yKacHYI0 pernyTaluio 3710i CBeKpoBH. Bce ObIM yBEPEHA, UTO
KPECTHAs - IOCJIeMHUH CHOO - HUKOT'Ia He 3aMHTepecyeTcss 0ORIYHOM ITPOCTOMIOINHKOM.

Korga ropau4Hble BIepBHIE Y3HaIM O MPUOBIBINEN B 0COOHIK Cheppe, OHU COOOIININ 00 3TOM
Mapawm, omymasi HeKoTopoe 6ecrokoicTBo. Ho MU0 XKeHIIUHEL CcTalo OebM, KaK TOJIBKO OHa
yCTIBIIIaa HOBOCTb.

— lepuor npusésn... [IpocToMOANHKY, KOTOpasi, Kak OH YTBePXKAaeT, CTaja ero IepBoi 1i000BELIO0.

CHy}KaHKa IIOKJIOHMJIACh, PEINB, YTO KPECTHAA TYT K€ PACCEPOUTCA.

— Ia. E€ 30ByT Cheppa. A pacckasaia BaM BCe U3BECTHbIE TOAPOOHOCTH.

— 4 nomHio e€, Cbeppa...

— Jla... Xo#gaT CIIyXd, 4TO OHa IIPOCTOJIIOANHKA, OKOHUMBIIAsA AKafleMUI0 (papMaKOJIOTUH...

CnyzaHKa BHITIJIEBbIBAJIA IMYHBIE MAaHHBIE TOCTHY, BU/S, KaK PyKa KEHIITWHE APoxkuT. Ha nuie eé
BHIHEIAaCh PE3KOCTb.

— Ta, oT Koro s ©30aBUIACh IBYMS PYKaMHU...

TopHUYHAs, HUYETo He 3Hasl 0 TalHBIX 00CTOSTEILCTBAX, PACIIMPHIIA TJ1a3a OT YOUBIeHUS. JIUI0



Mapmam GBII0 GeJTBIM, CJIOBHO MTONTOTHO. Temeps, KOTIa XKeHIuHa, KOTOPYI0 OHA BHITHAja, BEPHYIAch B
0COOHSK, Ta TOYHO IPUAET B IPOCTh. CIyKaHKHU ApoxkKaiu, 605Ch, YTO OCOOHSK IIPEBPATUTCS B
KpOBaByo 0aHIo.

— YOupaiics.

BOSI[YX B KOMHAT€ CTAaHOBUIICA IIPOXJIagHEE.
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Creppa He 1I0JI03peBala, IoYeMy rOpHUYHAS TakK BONHYeTCs, U 6e3 0co00ro 6eCcroKoicTBa
ITPOMOIKHUIIA UATH IO KOpuaopy. 2KeHIIuHa, KOTOPYI0 OQUIMaNIbHO IIPUTTIACUIIH B OCOOHSK, TEMeph
OOJIXKHA MMPOUTH UCIIBITAHUE - YaeTIUTHE C XO3STUKOM.

PacnakoBaB Bellly U yI0XKKB XaHasb cliaTh, Cheppa pelinia Mo3[0poBaThCs ¢ KpecTHOU ['epiiora.
KaccuoH cka3zaj eif, 4To B 3TOM HET HeoOXOJUMOCTH, HO [IeBYIIIKa IIPEKPacHO ITOHUMAJIa: eCJI Ta eé
BO3HEHABUAUT, TOUHO I'PSHET I'poM!

T'epuor o6sr9HO 00p K Cheppe, HO OHa He MOTJIa 3HATh, YTO MPOU30UAET B OymyiieM. [109TOMy TOUHO
HY2KHO BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHU TePefi KPECTHOM.

— 4 Bupena Bac ogHaxX[bl. Bel OBISIM OUEHBb XOPOIIEeH KeHIUHOU, - Cheppa TeIIo yIb0HYIach,
BCIIOMUHAs COOBITUS NATUIETHEHN TaBHOCTH.

B npormiioM oHa mpoBesia HOYb ¢ KaccuycoM u Obla B y2KaCHOM COCTOSTHUM. Ho 1IOTOM ITOsIBUIACh
KpeCTHas, CI0BHO KoMeTa. OHa IIpefIoXula IeHbI'M 3a paccTaBaHue c repuoroMm. He ygapuna no
JIULly, He yrpoxaia, JIUIIb BEXIIUBO fajla B3ATKY.

A cyMmMa, KOTOPYIO KpeCTHas IIpefjiokuia, 0OKa3ajsach OTPOMHOM.

Cenuac Cbeppa coxaresa 00 OMHOM: XOTSI OHA paccTtamnacsk C FepuomM paHee, 4epe3 IIATh JIET OHU
CHOBa BOCCOEOUHHUIINCE...

[Tpoury mpoiieHus, pasaa. 4 Oyny mepzKaTh ero noganbiile oT XaHasab. OHa Be[b He JacT MHE
TIOLIEYNHY, €CTIU 5 IOKJIOHIOCh, BEPHO?

Creppa, 3aKphIB I'J1a3a, MOJOoLIa K KOMHAaTe, Te Xujla xKeHa Mapkusa. OfHa ropHAYHAas
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hel u mpobopMoTasia 4To-To cebe o HOC.

...B uém meno?



IIBeph OTKpPHITIACH ITpeXze, ueM Cheppa ycresa X0Tb 0 Y4EM-TO ITogyMaTh. HakoHEI-TO OHa YBUOUT
XeHy Mapku3sa.
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— 3HpaBCTBYfITe, MBI JaBHO HE BUOEIINCH.

— INa, Cbeppa, mpucaxuBamcs.

KpecTtHas u Cbeppa cupeny IUIOM K HITY, @ MeXKOY HUMHU CTOSIT YalHbIM CTONUK. Ha HEM
PacIIOJIOKUIIOCh MHOXKECTBO cllagocTeu: "Mapien", "O@uHaHChe", a TaKXKe pa3jInyHble BUOBL 9KJIEPOB.

Yo 910?

Ha kpato cTosin KiyOHUYHBIM CO9HO3H, KOTOPHIM COBCEM He ITOAXOIUIT ABOPSHCKOMY 0coOHsiKe. Cheppa
npo cebst yNIbIOHYIack, CII0XKUB PYKU Ha KOJIEHSX.

B CTygeH4YeCKue Iofabl 4 HaedaJlaCb 3TUMHU CJIaOOCTAMHU OO TOIIHOTHI.

9TOT 0COOHSK OBIJT 0OUeHb CTPAHHBEIM, Be[ib OOJIbIIIE ITOXOOU Ha HHAUBUAYaIbHEINA OM MEYTEL, O
KoTopoM Cheppa Bcerga rpesuna.

ITO HAIOMUHAET MHE O CTaphIX BpeMeHax.

OmHaKo CMOTps Ha cimoMyeHHoro Kaccuyca, KpecTHas He MOTJIa laXke IPeaCTaBUTh, YTO OH
YyBCTBOBAJI BCE 3TO BpeMs. I'epIior, KOTOPHIH HUKOT/a He IIJIaKasl, faxke KOrha ero KpUTHKOBAJIH,
Temeph MOXOAKTT Ha MaJIeHbKOTro pe6éHKa. Ceplle XKeHIUHB OBICTPO OHIIOCH.

9ToT Oe3yMHEIHM MOKCK Kaccuyca 3aCTaBUI €T0 CTpafaTh, IPOBOMIS pacciefoBaHue Yepes BCex
(bapMalleBTOB CTpaHHL... KpécTHAss 4yBCTBOBaja, YTO HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3@ BCE ITPOU3OIIIeIIIee
IO CHX TIOP.

Yamrka Kode yIana Ha I0JI C TPOMKUAM CTYKOM.

3BEHDK.

Pyku e€ npoxanu. KpectHast mpo6opMoTana B CTOPOHY CIIyTH:

— IIpubepucs.



— Ila, MsmM.

F'opHUYHAs 3aKphljia rja3a, Kak Oy[aTo 3Haja, YTo 3TO Mpou30iaeT. Kasanock, pa3buras yalika
CHMBOJIU3UPYET OTHOIIeHNe KpecTHOU U Cbeppa. [omxkHo ObTh, MafaM HaKaxkeT rocTbio. OfHaKo,
BOIIPEKU €€ MHEHUIO, BRIPaXKeHUe JIUIa KPECTHOM HUKAK He MTOMEHSIOCh.

— Coeppa... HaM cTOUT TOTOBOPUTE.

l'opuuyHas yOpaia OCKOJKM U Cledsl oT Kode. Torga B KOMHATe BOI[apUIach TUIIWHA. MafaM TUX0
B3[OXHYJIa, BCIIOMUHAS JeHb MSATUIIETHEW JaBHOCTH.
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[TaTh neT Ha3an B HEOOBIIOM Kade.

KpéctHas cenma HanpoTuB Chepprl, a X035MH 3aBeIeHUs, IPoXKa, IPUHEC HecIagKkui Kode, Jai u
necepThl. EMy ObIJI0 Ype3BbIUalHO TPYAHO 00CITyKHBaTh 3HATHYIO Jlenu B 3aBefileHNY, Kyfa OOBIYHO
XOMOST JTUIIH ITPOCTOJIIOIUHEL.

3Has 00 3TOM, KpeCTHast HagMeHHO CKPeCTHIa PYKU Ha rpyau U orisaesa Cbeppy C TOJIOBH 0 HOT.

— YT0 3acTaBUJIO BaC HAWTU MEHI?

[TpocTomonuHKa BHITJIsAIeNIa HeoObYaiHO XyI0M, Ka3ajloch, OHA BOT-BOT 3alljiayer.

Ecnu g ckaxXxy 3TOM MUIION OEBYIIKE, YTOOB OHA paccTaiach C MOMM IJIEMSHHUKOM, TOYHO CTaHy
37I00EeMKOH.

Opuako MapiaM - OBOPSIHKA C BRICOKUM II0JI0KEHUEM, a TPOTUBHHUIIA - 0ObIYHAs XKeHIIKHA,
Mmetratomast ['epiorckoi cembe. KpéctHas memnHyna Cheppe ¢ BEICOKOMEPHBIM BHIPaXKeHUEM JIHIIA:

— 4 6ymy OTKpOBEHHOI.

— Ia?

MapamM chemnana BUJ, YTO He 3aMevaeT XPYIKOoe TelocioxkeHue U OnenHble mEKU Chepphl.

— Ocrtasp Kaccus.

['ma3a pgeByLIKY 3agpOoKalii.



— Yro0?..

KpecTHas mENKHYMa S3BIKOM B OTBET Ha OeCCTHIHOE Bo3paxkeHre Chepphl, KOTOPas BHITJIsAEa
KpaiiHe ys3BUMOU. [IpoyHas myineBHas opraHu3alus XKeHbl MapKu3a IMOIIaTHYIach OT 3TOU
HEBUHHOCTH. ['TyO0OKO B3OOXHYB, )KEHIIMHA CHOBa MIPUTBOPHUJIACH CTIOKOMHOW U MOKa3asa 6ebii
KOHBEDPT B PYKeE:

— 3pech meHbru. Tak 4TO THI HE OCTAHEIILCS HeJOBOJIbHOM. Bo3bMu ux u 00sblile He MpubIuXKanucs K
MOe€H ceMbe.

Cbeppa OCTOPOKHO 3aroBOpUIIA:

— Ia, mox Jlegu.

OHa BOPYT HEXKHO YNIBIOHYTIACh, CJIOBHO COBCEM He BOJIHOBAJIACh U BCE OBLIO B IIOPSIKE.

Ho ato Benb He MOrJio OBITH KOHIIOM?

KpécrHas B3rnsanyna Ha Creppy. Tak u CIy4YHUIOCH.

— Ax...

JIWIIO TPOCTOIIONUHKY BAPYT CTAI0 OJIeMHEBIM.

— Yto cnyuyunocs?

— Huyero. 3To He TO, 0 YEM BaM HYKHO OECITIOKOUTHCS, - C SICHBIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIA ¥ MSTKUM
TOHOM IIpou3Hecya Creppa.

KpécTHas maxke Morja Ha3BaTh €€ JaMOM C XOPOIIeH penyTaiuei 1 YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOT'0
OOCTOUHCTBA.

— 4 noHuMarlo...

XKeHa Mapku3sa B3risHy/a Ha Cbeppy ¥ CIIOKOWHO YIIUIa, OyMasi, YTO B 9TOM HeT HUYero CTPAIIHOro.
Ho urnopupoBaHue 3T0ro ¢hakTa Temepb 3aCTaBIISAIIO cepfle OUTLCS C coxkaneHueM. Toraa e He
CIIe0BAJI0 UX Pa3[enaTh.

Ecnu GBI 51 TONIBKO 3HaNA, uTo Cheppa OepeMeHHa... Kak s MOryia 0CTaBaThCsI TaKOW XOJIOTHOM, BUIS
€€ TOIIHOTY?



Cepiie eé 6omerno u GBIJI0 TOTOBO BHIPBATHCS U3 TPYOM. 3a CTONb y2KACHOE OTHOIIeHWe K 6epeMeHHOi
JXKeHIIHHe KPeCcTHas BUHUIA UMEHHO cebs. Y Temeps, MOJTHAS PELUIHMOCTH He TOBTOPSTH MIPOIIIOE,
OHA PEIIUTEIHHO MOPTHYIIA.

Bompekwu 0611eCTBEHHOMY MHEHHUIO B 0COOHSKe I'epIiora, KOTOpOe Mpe/nosaraio yKacHoe
oTHoIeHue K Cbeppe, B TJla3ax caMoOM [eBYIIKKM KPECTHAs MaTh ObIIa JIMIIL BTOPHIM Kaccuycom.
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