B nonpens mocie Houu Habmonenuss Kometrl Asiesi, JIeoH IpoBozkast BaitoyieT [0 KaHATHOU TOPOTH,
nonpocuB y Py6emu He6GobImoi epepriB. OHY HEIPEPHIBHO Pa3roBapUBaIy 3a JEHb J0 3TOTO0, HO
TENeph IUTA He TIPOPOHUB U CIIOBA.

KanaTHas moporast Me[JIeHHO TI0Ka3anach Ha Bumy. OmHAXKIH yexXaB, OH He YBUAUT ee OOJblie
HuKOorHa. Ho JIeoH TONBKO JUIIG AepaKaics 3a rpyab. OHa HeBeIHOCUMO Gornena. ['HeTymas 607,
Ka3aJI0Ch ITPOH3ajia ero BpeMs OT BpeMeHH.

"TocmomuH, crmacu00 3a TO, YTO IOMOTJIM JOHEeCTH YeMoaH. Jlasnblie s CIIpaBIIiochk cama."
ITaxe mocse ci1o0B BalloneT OH He OTIyCKaJl YeMOJaH U3 PYK.
"Hy, THL...THL..." - JleoH xpumno orBeTus. OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO MOKPACHET.

OH pgaxe He 3HAJ YTO XO4YeT el cKa3aThk. Bemb Oyab OHa My>KYUHOM U 3a BCE IPOBEIEHHOE BpeMs
BMeCTe OHH ObI IIOAPYKUIIUCH, OH CIIOKOMHO MOT IIPUTIaCUTh ee HaBeCTUTh ero erle pa3. OgHaKo,
OHa Obl/Ta XXKEHIIUHON, KOTOPHIX OH TaK HeHaBUOEJ, HO caM 0e3HaexKHO IIPUBSI3aJICI K Hel.

KeHmuHa 1Mo UMeHHU BailoneT oTIn4YaeTcs OT BCeX paHee BCTPEYEHHBIX M. OH ¢ camoro Havamaa
IIOHMMaJI, 4YTO OHa Apyrad. OH He 3HAJ KakK IIpomaThCAa C TaKMMHK, KaK OHaA.

-Ecnu 661 MaMa...0511a psAgoM, s OBI CMOT IIOgpaXkaTh ei?

OTa moxas IpuUBLIYKA JIeOHA acCOIMMPOBATh YXOM MaTePH C YeM yrogHo. IToka OH MoJT4arl,
TIOSIBUJIACh KaHATHAS JOPOTa.

"TocnoguH, KaXxeTcs, nopa. He cMOTps Ha CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMs, ciacu0o0 4To m103aboTumuch 060
MHe."

"AX, HeT..." - OH CJIMIIKOM [0JIr0 Kojie0aICa BMECTO TOro, YTOOLI CKa3aTh YTO-TO BaxKHOe. B ronose
JleoHa cMellrauch pa3Hbie 4yBcTBa. CKopOb, pa3ovyapoBaHue, HETrogoBaHKe ¥ HaMeK Ha o0jeryeHue,
BMECTO THeBa.

Korpma oH Mosnua nepeparn eit uemonaH, BalioneT moKIOHUIACh B 3HAK 61ar0JapHOCTH.
Pa3BepHyBIIKCEH Ha KablyKax, OHa IyCTUJIAChH B Iy Th.

-MH1 GOJIBIIIe...HE BCTPETUMCS.

PasBeBamnuch Oenble CKnafky 100Ky, maphuK packauuBaiCSd U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY, U OT CalloroB
pa3paBaiCs TUXUU CTYK.

-41...607bIIIE HE CMOTY CMOTPETh Ha Hee.

I'maza uBeta MOpCKOﬁ BOJIHEI, KPDAaCHEIE T'YGBI " 30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI, TAKO€ OH BHUEJI TOJIBKO B
KHHUT aX.

-41...607bIIIe HUKOTA HE YBUXKY €e.

HYCTOTa OT IIPOIIIOTr0, OCTABIIEHHOTO 3BYKOM 3aXJIOMBIBAIOIIENCS ABEPH, BHOBL Pa3pa3unjiaCh B €T0
Tee.

-4l...He X04y CHOBa XfaTh ee 30eCh!

Korpga JIeoH oco3Has, OH cxBaTua BalionieT 3a Ijleun U IIOBEPHYT K cebe JTUII0oM.



"Tocnopgun?"- B ee IIpeKpaCHEBIX I'Jla3ax 0TpaXkaaoCh UCKaKeHHOEe TOPeUbio JIUIO.

"BationerT..." - y HEro MOSBUINCEH CUJIBL Ha TO, YTOOH yepxkKaTh ee. [IpoTe3bl pyK XKYXKXKaJlK B TaKT
cepnmy.

-Hatigu cunsl...XoTs Obl pa3 B KHU3HU!

[TepBEIM 4E€I0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM OCTAJICS B cepple OblTa ABTO3aMOMUHAIOIIAs KYKITa, OBIBIIIME COIAAT
1 a0COJIOTHASI KPacoTKa. Bo3MoxkHO, oHa Oblya mioxuM BeibopoM. Ho nmuiis u3-3a TOro, 94To oHa Oblya
TaKOW, OH CMOT IIOJIIOOUTE ee.

- Takas nm1000Bb, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOXKHO OIKCATE...

"BaoiineT, 5 3Hal0, 4YTO co3maM Tebe 1mpobiieM, cKa3aB 3TO, HO...5I X049y pacckal3aTh 9TO ceidac."
-...MO€e cepfille, MOX 3MOIIUY U 5 CaM...K YEPTY BCE.

"4 mo6mio Tebs"

-K gepty BCe.

"¢ 3aman Ha Tebs. B mo60BHOM CMEICITE."

BrIyTo HAaMHOTO JTy4llle TPHU3HATHCS, YEM HECTH 3TO B cebe BCIO XKU3Hb.

OHu MoJT4a CTOSITIM APYT Iepen apyroM. CoxalleHre Hadasio MefjIeHHO cxkurath JleoHa. OHa Obla
o0ecrnokoeHa. 9TO COBEPIIEHHO SCHO.

-Ecnu BO3MOXKHO...s7 XOTel OBl ITOMPOIIAThCs C Hel...6e3 o0uf.
BmecTo 3TOT0, OH MOT CTaTh OOHUM M3 MyKYHWH, KOTOPHIE HAMlalalny Ha Hee?

"TocrioguH..." - BpeMs [jisi BaiioneT Ka3anoch 3aMepIio M3-3a BHE3alTHOM OCTaHOBKH.
"TocnopuH...d..." HECMOTPS Ha ee HaIlyCKHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE, €€ I'0JI0C pefaTeIbCKU ApoxKall.

-Yto cimyunnock? MeHst OGPOCUIIH.

E#l mpuxoguIochk TePIEeTh yXaXkKuBaHUe 0T MHOTHUX MYKUYKH, BCTPEYaBIINXCS Ha ee mMyTH. Jlydrie
CKasaTh, ee IpecienoBaiu Be3fe, rae Obl oHa He Obina. Brimo OBl Mydllle, eClii OHA UCIIOJIb3YeT CBOIO
OTYYXKMIEHHYIO, KyKOJIbHYI0 CTOPOHY.

IIH'..II

Ho Baiionet He cmenana 3Toro. Ee B3rmsn nmpobezkas 1o 0OKpyTe, 3allelUBIIKUCh 3a JIeoHa 1
OCTAHOBUBIINCH HAa CBOMX PyKaX, CXBaTUBIIMMH U3yMPYyHHYI0 6poiib. CIIOBHO B ITOATBEPKAECHUN
CyIIeCTBOBaHUS KOT0-TO, OHA KPEIKO CXKaJa ee.

"f...korma ['ocoguH moka3as MHe 3Be3[y, 1 YyBCTBOBasla cebs 3aMedaTesbHO B TOT MOMEHT" - Ee
roJIOC OTJIMYaJCcs OT 00bIYHOrO: " yBepeHa, 4To 3T0 6b110 "Beceno" u g 6marogapHa ['ocrioguny 3a
TO BpeMsa"

,]:[eBy'H.IKa 110 UMeHM Bariosner SBeprap,ueH TI0X0XKds Ha HEXKUBYIO KYKIIY, Hd HeJIOCTI/I}KI/IMBIfI IIBETOK.

"V MeHs OBIJIO CMYTHOE OINyIIeHue...YTO KO MHE OTHOCSTCS, KaK K OOBIYHOM [eByIIKe."



Ona Oblya TaKOM I[eBYH.IKOfI, KOTOpasi CKazKeT, 4TO He COBCEM ITOHMMAET YYBCTBA, KOT'Td OKA3bIBAETCSA
B OJUHOYECTBE.

"OnmHaxo..."
He cMoTpst Ha 9TO, B peaybHOCTH, BCE 0KA3a/I0Ch HE TaK KaK XOTEJIOCh.

"¢] He uyBCTBYIO, 4TO X04y OBITH ¢ ['ocioguHOM. Kak rosopun I'ocrionuH, 51 pe6eHOK...HEOTIBITHEIH
YyeJioBeK...HU4Yero He MOHMMal0, Jaxe ecyiu BI00IIoCk B OyayiieM. f Takas XKeHIIUHA. TeM He MeHee,
ecnu Mbl ¢ BaMu Korma-HUOYOb elile BCTPETUMCS, ST TaKXKe XOPOIII0 X04y ITPOBECTH BpeMsi. Moii
MyTh... TO, 4YTO S X0Uy CHEeJIaTh, MOXKET He COYETaThCS C TBOUM, HO 3TO U €CTh 51, MOU MBICTIHA" -
BarioneTr pemmTeNnpHO CKa3ana: "ITo IpaBpa."

JleoH BeImoxHYN "Aaaax". OH pe3Ko ONyCTHII roJioBy: "BoT Kak...?"

9T0 ObIT HAMHOTO JIYYIIUHN 0TKa3, YeM OH cebe mpepncTasysi. OH CMOT He 3alljlakKaTh Jaxe IpH
HaJIM4YWU CBOEU OTPOMHOU FOPAOCTH.

"Mou u3BuHeHHUs;g..."

YcnrimaB cimoBa U3BUHEHUS, JIEOH cllerKa moKadan TOJI0BOM, AepKach YTOOH He 3alakaTh: "Thl HU B
yeM He BUHOBATA. f...00uH BUHOBAT. 1 BcTan y Te6s Ha myTH."

"Het."
"f mpuuynHSIIo Tebe HEMPUIATHOCTH."
"Her, Takoro HUKOTHa He OblsI0. f...ceiiuac, 1 yBepeHa..."

Baionet, BugumMo XoTesla CKa3aTh He4YTO BaxHoe. [Ipennonarasa 310, JIeoH IpUHYKAEHHO IOCMOTPEIT
Ha Hee, Y3KUMU OT HAaUMHAIOIIUXCS CJie3 Iyia3aMu. [lepeq HUM, pa3MBITHIM CUAJIY3TOM CTOsIa epBas
JII000Bb.

"...B JAHHBI MOMEHT..."
CTouT OpsaMo Imepen HUM.
... cYMTAlo, YTO S OYeHb "cuacTiuBa'.

C BBIPaKE€HMNEM JIUIla OEeBYIIKU IIPDKMEPHO TOr'0 2Ke BO3pPacCTa 4YTO U OH, COXPaHHUBIIad JETCKHe
He3peJIble CIIenhnl.

-Y Tebs eCcTh KaKHe-TO YyBCTBA KO MHE?

EMy 3ax0Tenochk CMeSIThCS, HO €CJIM OH 3aCMEeTCs, TO CIEe3Hl MOJbITCS pyubsiMu. OHa, KTO OT Havdajla
¥ [0 KOHIla He II0OKa3blBajla HU KalleJIbKU 3MOLUM, OoBela ero A0 Takoro. [laxe Tak, He JIy4YIUUM JIA
aTo BhIXon? Ero pa3durtoe cepprie emie MOKXHO coOpaTh.

"Baunomnet"
IIHa’)II

“d...4...4 certyac cocTom B 0TAENEe PYKOMMCEH, HO... TIO-IIpaBie, I XOTeN IIOCTYIIUTh B OTAEN
KOJIJIEKLIMOHUPOBAHUS IUTEPATyPHl, Kak U MOY oTelr."



BaitosneT ciymasna 6e3 OTCYyTCTBUSI HHTEPeca Pedb Ha HEOXKUJAHHYIO U CTPAHHYIO TEMY.

"¢l Hapesinics, YTO MOS MaTh BEPHETCS C HUM, eCu 5 OyAy XKAaTh UX 3[eCh...d 3aKPOIOCh OT BCEX B
3TOM MecTe 6e3 HCClIeqoBaHu, IT0Ka He CTaHy cTaphiM. CyIeCTBYeT BO3MOXKHOCTh OCTaBasICh 3[ECh,
II09TOMY $ IPOMOJIXKaA XkKeJaTh 3Toro. Ho...Ceiyac..." - roBops HEBHSTHO, JIEOHY KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM
yIasnoch BLIABUTE: "...ceyac, s cfenas CBOM BEIOOP. £ OTIPaBIOCh B MyTEIIECTBUE IO MUPY, IPSIMO
KakK THL."

B orpaxenun ria3 Baiioner, 0H COBCeM He OB CIIOKOWHBIM.

BBII0 CTBIIHO MOKa3aTh TaKyK CTOPOHY AEBYIIKE. DTa ero YacTh He OTpaXKaja BCe’ ero CYLIHOCTH.
Hymast 06 3TOM, OH ITPOOJIXKaJl TOBOPUTH: "f MOTY OKa3aThCs B OMMACHBEIX MecTaXx. MoXeT OBITh, 5
IIOTEPSI0 CBOIO XXU3Hb, flaXkKe He 0OCTaBUB TPYIla, IPsIMO Kak Mou poputenu. Ho...Ho...9T0 xopoio.
IyMaio BEIOpaTh 3TOT MyTh."

BaitoneT npuHsia ero ciaoBa 6e3 mpuaupok. "Ma"

I'pyns JleoHa 3allieMUIIO OT ee CEPhE3HOro oTBeTa. "M Toraa, ogHaXKabl, HaBEpHSAKA, MBI CHOBa
BCTPETHUMCS I10J HOUHBIM HeOoM. MEI Befib Kak IfeiraHe. Korga aTo mpousonaeT, Tel Oygels. .. "

-...CHOBa Habm0maThL Co MHOH 3a 3Be3gaMu?

[Ipexpne ueMm JleoH 3akoH4uJ, BaiioneTr kuBHyna: "[a, l'ociopun" Ee ria3a Ccy3unuch Takxke, Kak U
10 3TOT0 IIpU 00CYKIOEHUU IPEKPaCHLIX Belen.

BayTpu rpynou JleoHa 4To-TO IEIKHYJIO ¥ BCE BCTAJI0 Ha CBOM MECTa, II0Ka OH CMOTPeJI Ha TO, YTO
00BIYHO TO U yNHIOKOM He Ha3oBellb. Cepalle Oosblie He Oomeno.

"¢ 6ymy c HeTepIeHneM XKaaTh BCTpeun"
OH 6orblile He YYBCTBOBAJI ITEYalIH.
-Hy 4T0 X, BOT 4 Bpems, ga?

®axT TOTO, YTO OHU B JTIIOOOM CiIy4dae OOJIZKHEI PaCCTAaThCAd, HEe USMEHUTH, HO OH JOJIZKEH 3daCTAaBUTh €€
IIOBEPHYTHLCSA, DaXKe €CIIh 3TO HEBO3MO2KHO. OH maBHO coxKalen 00 OTCYTCTBUU MHUIIMATHUBEI.

JTeon otomien oT BanoneT. [Ipexkpae 4eM 3aKphilach IBEPD, OHA MPOIIeNTajaa MUIO 3BydalluM
rosiockoM: "T'ocrionuH, f paboTtaio B mouToBoM othenieHuu CH. d mpuMuych Tyma, Kyma XKejaeT
kiueHT. OmHAKO, HOUbI0, KOTIA BCE CIIAT, 5, KaK BBl CKa3aiu, CTAHOBIIIOCH OOBIYHOM HEBYIIKOM.
[Tpocto Battoner IBeprapaeH. Ecnu Bel yBUnuTEe MeHs 1of 3B€3OHEIM HEOOM, TI0XKasyicTa, TI030BUTE
MeHs. [10 TexX mop g MOoCTapaloCh 3allOMHUTL Ha3BaHUA HECKONbKUX 3Be3M."

Kak TonbKO [iBEeph C BU3TOM 3aKphlllaCch, KaHaTHAs AOpOTa Haydaja CBOM IyTh. PyKa, lexkaBInas Ha
rpynou JleoHa HEJIOBKO Hadajla MaxXaTh Ha IIpollaHue. BailoneT IeTKO OTBETHUIIA EMY.

Korpa ee ¢urypa okasanack He 6ojiee 4eM TOUKa Ha TOPU30HTE, JIEOH YIIen ¢ muaTGopMel U
BEpHYJICS Ha paboyee MecTo. Korma oH mpwuinesn, oH rimy6o0Ko 3afyMarcs.

Ipyras ABTo3amoMuHaloIas KyKija, KOTOPYIO 3aMeHsiyia BationeT, ckopo npubyaeT K HUM. Y HUX
0CTAaJIOCh eIlle MHOT'O PabOTHI.

Ero 3ampoc o mepeBofie pacCMOTPST He CKOPo. [ Hadaa, paHee OH OCMEJTUIICS OTIIPABUTHLCS B
GOIBINIO MUP, TTe OH U BalioneT BCTPETSTCS B MecTe, PO KOTOPOe OHa eMy paccKasala U OH XOTes



HaWTH 3BE3[HBIY IIaHC, KaK KOMeTa, MogaBnsaniasicsa pa3 B 200 metT. [laxke Tak, OH He YyBCTBOBa
cTpaxa, Iuib BocTopr. OH Gosnbiie He OymeT Ipe3upaTh TeX, KTO 3aKpPhIBaeT Iepe HUM OBEPH.

TakoB OBII pe3yibTaT 00eIIaHus 3TOH JeBYIIKe.

OpHaxasl HOUbIO, CIIYCTS KaKOe-TO BpeMs II0CJie TOT0 JHS, I0f 3Be3MHLIM HEOOM B ITyCTHIHHON
3eMJie, UMS KOTOPOU OH JaxXe He 3HaJl, CTPAHCTBYIOIIUM YUYEHbIN 3aMeTUJT 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH
OTpazKamwllyecs 07 CBeTOM JIyHHL. Korfga OH HepelluTeIbHO [103BaJl ee, OHa [I0BEPHYJIach K HeMy U
[IPOU3HEC]IA CIIaJJKUM 3BOHKMM rojocoM: "[Ipoio HemMano BpeMeHu. "

O MeuTas 00 9TOM OHE, TOCTOSTHHO IPUAYMBIBAsI YTO OH el CKaxkKeT Impu BcTpede. Ecmu 3To OymeT
6e306mauHoe HOUHOE He0O, OHU ITOTOBOPAT O €ro KpacoTe. Ecu XKe NOXOMUBHIM JeHb, OHU OB
o0cymumu Mu(DHI, CBSI3aHHBIE CO 3Be3naMu. Eciu Obl 3TO OBIT IeHb, KaK TOT, B KOTOPOM IIpojieTana
200-neTHsIsT KOMeTa, OHU OBl TOrOBOPUIIM O IIPOIIIOM, KOTa BMecTe HabOmomany 3a Heit. TeM He
MeHee, He BaXKHO Yyepe3 CKOJIbKO ITPOU30LIeNT 3TOT CAy4Yal UM KaK CUIbHO OH U3MEHUJICS, YyBCTBa,
KOTOpPBIE OH UCITBITHIBAJ K HElM, OCTAHYTCSI HEU3MEHHBIMH.

"T'HI 3alIOMHMJIA UMeHa XO0TS OBl HECKOJIbKUX 3Be31?"

To, 4TO OH TOBOPUJI, OTIMYAJIOCH OT 3alyMaHHOI'0 paHee, HO OHa KUBHYJIa, OyATO OBlJIa 0YEHb
CYaCTIMBA. JTa CIIOHTAaHHAsI, ECTECTBEeHHAs pPeaKIUs He MOAXOAUIIa YeJIOBEKY, paHee rOBOPUBIIEMY
00 oTCcyTCTBUM 4yBCTB. HeCMOTPS Ha TaKOM MPOCTOM KECT, BHYTPH OH IEPETIOJIHSICS HEBLIHOCHMBIM
00BEMOM CHUMITATUH, @ TaKXKe HEIPUSITHOU OOJIbIO.

"BaumosneT, THL..."

JleoH yKa3aln B TOUKY Ha HeOe. B mycTHIHHOM HOYHOM Hebe, 6J1eCK, CXOXKUM C AparoleHHbBIMY
KaMHSIMU, OYeHb TIOAXOMWIT 11 BOCCOEOUHEHUS.

- OctaBuM TOT GaKT, YTO 5 BCE emie 0o Tebss. Ceryac mpocTo...
"...ecnu y TebOsg ecTh CBOOOOHOE BpeMs, He X0Tella Obl Tl ITPOBECTH €T0 CO MHOM?" -OH CIIPOCHJI

MOJIOOYIO OJEBYLIKY U 3BE3JHOE Hebo.
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