OH npukasas cxedb ero,Ho Aii3ek He CTal.

Bopyr, 4To-TO mogo0HOe ITPOU30MET.

9TO MUCHMO — A0Ka3aTeIbCTBO TOT0, YTO MpuHIl Kacuns oToan nprukas!

CopmepxuMoe KaHHa MpekpacHO BUeNa, CTOS BO3Je JeKaps.

— IMoxarnyiicTa, mMpoIy, cracuTe MeHs! Pa3Be Bbl He 3HaeTe, HACKOIBKO OH XKeCTOK? Ecnu Ol 5
OTKa3aJl, MeHs OBl IIOCTUTJIa CMEPTh!

U ero Kpuku 00paTUIKUCh B CTOPOHY JIEKaPCTBEHHBIX TPaB.
— CepresHo, 4TO S TOJIBKO YCIIbIIIan?
— Ero BEICOYECTBO IIPUHIT IBITAJICS OXOTUTHCS Ha F€PLOTUHIO...

— Brl ¢ yma comnu!

OpuH u3 peijaped CunbBreHa, YCABIIABIINY IIIYM, HaXMYPHUIT JIUIO.

OH cpa3y ke MoJoIIe].

BceM, KTo 3Ha,BeJIeNIM He PaCIpOCTPaHITh 3Ty HHGOPMAIIUIO, I09TOMY PhHIIIaphk yrpoXKarole
IIPOU3HEC.

OH npucTaabHO IOCMOTPEIL.

JIn1o AnekcaHapa HUYEro He BeIpaxaro.

B maHHBIM MOMEHT A#3eK BPyUUII €My ITUCHMO.

Ou packpsul. [IpounTas, BI0KHUII BO BHYTPEHHUN KapMaH.

3aTeM IpuKa3a CBOMM DhIIapsM.

— VBepgure ero.

— Ia, cap.

Ha atom Bce.



AJ'IeKCElHJIp OTBEPHYIJICA. On GBICprIMI/I ImaraMu IMOKWHYII IIOMEIIEeHNE.

— Tonpko coxpanuTe MHe XU3Hb ...IloxXKanyucra, cnacute MeHs!

Prittapu BeiHecnu Ali3eka.
KanHa Tyno mocMoTpesna B CIIUHY U 3aCMesiiach.
Bce Tak, KakK ¥ 0XK1OAJIOCh.

Kpowme mosiBimeHus OTIA....

'Ho peaxkiius Takas, KaKyio 4 IpefcTaBiIsaa’.

Ymenmmii otelr He BBEIPA3HII CBOE 0eCIOKOMCTBO, He TT0OKa3aJl HU KaIlId BOJIHEHUSI.

BrionHe oXXupmaeMbIi OTBET.

)%k

— Bare Benn4ecTBO, IUCHMO OT TEPLOTUHYU BameHTHHO.

— Ilomait ero MHe.

WMmepatpuila modyecasna PyKy, TOYyBCTBOBAB yCUIIeHUE 3yMa, ¥ ORICTPO MIPHHSITIA JIeKapCTBO.
3aTeM pa3fpaxkeHre MTHOBEHHO HCYE3JIO.
'9ddekT oT MeKapcTBa replorMHu BaneHTHHO mopa3uTeneH!’

Ona nuyna BCIKUY pa3, KOrfla YyBCTBOBaJIa 3yA, TaK YTO Telephb 00e3Hb He NOCTaBasla TPYAHOCTEH B
TIOBCEHEBHOM XKWU3HHU.

'Ho npemapaT 3aKkaH4YuBaeTCs. S MOoIKHA IOMPOCUTS ere. '

OHa cYacTIUBO yIHIOHYIACh U OTKPhIIA ITUCHMO.
<Baure BennuecTBoO.

[Tpousomuien WHIUAEHT. [ToxkKamyicTa, IPOCTUTE MEHS 3a TO, YTO B IIHChMe He YKA3kIBalo
nogpobHOCTH. >

BI:Ipa}KeHI/Ie JInIla UMII€PATPHUIIEI, YHTaBIIEed IMChMO, OKaMeHEJIO.

<4 ceiiuac B beHucuu. He Tak gaBHO 5 monaja B yXKacHOe IIpoucliecTsre. Mos pykKa cepbe3HO
OBpeX[eHa, II0X0XKe, CAeaTh JIeKapCTBO, YKPeIIsAollee Ballle OYIIY U Teslo, OyIeT HeIpoCTo.



Bo3MOXKHO, 5 IIOKa HE CMOTy CO30aThb HOBBIA IIpemapar, IO3TOMY BaM ClieAyeT COXPAaHUTh TO, 9YTO Y
Bac elge 0CTaJlIoCh. >

— HerT!

Ba-0ax!

HWMnepaTtpulla yoapuiia LIBETOYHON Ba30U 10 CTOJIELIHUIIE.

JIumb OT OgHOM MBICTH 00 3TOM MMIIepaTPHIla YyBCTBOBajIa 00J1b, CJIOBHO €€ Cepille pa3phiBaiach Ha
YacCTH.

Kro-To momyMaeT, mpoYnTaB, YTO 3TO OOLIYHOE JIEKapCTBO, HO OHa 3Hasla - Ipemnapar OT 3yfa.

"THI TOKa He MOXKeIlb ieflaTh JIEKapCTBO? MHE CIefyeT ero 9KOHOMHUTE?'

Ecnu Tak, Haio TepneTh pa3apaxeHuve!
Kaxk aTo 601bHO...
'Kanna BayieHTHHO, eCJii 9TO JI0XKb, Tebe MPUAeTCs 3a Hee 3alIaTUTh!’

OnHa mocMoTpena Ha IUCHMO.

A 3aTeM OJHO IpenJIoXKeHue TI0IaJio B I0Jie 3peHue.
<4 B berucuu.>

'"Benucug?’

[Toyemy oHa Tam?
BeHncusi — U3BECTHHIM IOPTOBHIU TOPO.

Fopon, B KOTOPOM HE TOJIBKO OCYIIECTBIIAIACh TOPTOBJIA C BOCTOYHEIM KOHTUHEHTOM, HO UMEHHO TaM
IIPOBEJI CBOE U3THAHUE IIPUHI] Kacunb, TOJIBKO 4TO BepHYBlHPIfICﬂ.

'9TO0 MeCTO OTBpaTUTeNIbHOE!'

Pa3Be mpuHI Kacunb He BEPHYIICS, TIOCKONBKY MMonyuns paHenue? Ho KaHHa Toxke mocTpagana?

EcCTh 4T0O-TO, YTO MOXKET HaBPEOUTH HMHepaTOpCKOIZ CeMbe U 3HaTu!

B sTOT MOMEHT ee 0CEeHHUJIO.



[TpeguyscTBue. UnTyHunusa. Mnu BooOpaxeHue.

[Tomo6HOE CTy4anoch C UMIlepaTpuLel.

'Tlonmy4aeTcs, 4TO YJeH UMIIePATOPCKON CEMbH U apPUCTOKPAT, PEIKO OKA3BIBAIOIIUECS B MTOJOOHBIX
ITPOMCLIECTBUSX, TIOYYHIIA ODHOBPEMEHHO PaHeHue?'

KanHa HaCTOJIBKO CHUJILHO ImoBpeaguniia PyKy, 4TO He MOT'JIa COeJIaTh JIEKAPCTBO.

I/IMHepanI/II_Ia CIIBIINIANA, YTO maedo Kacunis B IJ10XOM COCTOSTHUU.

MoxeT OBLITh, COBIIAIEHUE.
OnmHako, BO3MOXKHO, X HET.
ViMmmepaTpuila HeMejeHHO II03Bajia CBOero Miafilero 6paTa, Mapku3a Mepche.

— BuI MeHsT 3Bajiu, Ballle BEJINYECTBO?

— Mapkus Mepche, Tebe HYKHO KOe-4TO CHelaTh.
— Jla, mpoliry, TOBOPUTE.
HWMnepaTtpulla Ha MTHOBEHME 3afyMaiach. M cka3ana.

— IMoxany#cTa, 03HAKOMbBCSI C HEaBHUMM [IeHCTBUSIMU NpuHIla Kacuins B Benucuu.

Heckonbko mHeN crycTst 6e3 3amenieHuss Mepche mpefocTaBul HeOOIbIIy0 HHGOPMAIIHIO.

— B mocnenHUM feHb CCBUIKY, I0X0XKE, OH IPUTBOPUIICS IIPOCTOJIIOAUHOM U OTIIPABUJICS Ha MPOTYJIKY
B MECTHVIO fepeBHI0. Ho...

— Ho 4T0? YTO npou3ouiio?

— ITo cnyxam, ero u3busa XKeHIIKMHA C YePHBIMU BOJIOCAMH.

— Ho ero YOApHUIIK 110 IMeKe, II0O3TOMY PaHa HeCePhbe3Ha.

— T'oBopsIT, 4TO B TOT AeHb repuor CunbBueH BajleHTUHO U replioruHd Ipuexanu B beHucuio.

['yOBl UMIIEPATPUIIHI IIUPOKO PACKPHIUIUCH.



B Benucuu 4epHOBOIOCAs XKeHIIuHA. ¢ gymaro,3To KanHa'.

HMMmepaTpuila Hadaja coOMpaTh a3/l B CBOEH I'0JIoBe.

— YT0-TO JOJIKHO OBITIO CTyYUTHCS.
Kacump u Kanna. KOHQMUKT MexXny HUMU U TpaBMa.

Kakoit Kycouek coeilUHSIeT 3TU iBa COOLITHUS?

Ei mogckaseiBaia HWHTYULUA.

Kecrtokas HATypa IIPUHIIA Kacuns, HOHOﬁHaH HNCTUHHOMY ObSABOJIIY, II03TOMY JIETKO IIPENCTABUTE.

OueBunHO, 6€3yMHBIN OEMOH IIOMBITANICS OBl OTOMCTUTh KaHHe.

Kakoe Bo3me3nue oHU ObI 00a MOTyIUIN?

‘91 He 3HAI0, HACKOJILKO Cephe3H0 HaKkasaHue npuHia Kacuns!'

Hetu dpeiinuns Tepessl, Kak 6e1bMO Ha T'a3y.
VimmepaTpuiia He codupasnach yIyckKaTb BO3MOXKHOCTb.
— Y3Hai 6omblie, Mapku3. [[OIXKHO OBITE €I1le YTO-TO.

— IIa, nHGOPMAaTOPH yKe NoORBal0T UHGOPMAIIHIO.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, ee 6paT Mynp.

Mapku3 Mepchbe 3HaeT, 4TO 3TO IpeKpacHas BO3MOXKHOCTb.

Bo3MoKHOCTB mofiaBUTh CUibl Tepestl. [llaHc pa3pymuTs 1000Bbs uMIepaTopa kK Kacumo.

— JT0 HeOOIBIION TTOPTOBEIM TOPO. 3HAEIIh, HOBOCTH PACIPOCTPAHSIOTCS OBICTPO. MBI y3HaeM 000
BCEM, YTO IPou30IIo B Benucuu, u Tebe 0CcTaeTCs TONBKO C HETEPIeHNEM KIATh.

— THI 0OYeHDb HaJeKHBIH.

Nmnepartpuiia 3acMesinack. [IoToM ee HHTepeC OpoImai.

Ecmu IIPEOIIoI0OZKeHne BEPHO,



‘{1 mymato, MBI CMOKeM u30aBUThCS OT IpuHIA Kacums'.

Panee Kacuns IIpeciienoBall TOJIEKO MOJIOOBIX aPUCTOKPATOK, YTO IIPHUBEJIO €TI0 K U3THAaHMUIO.

KoneuHO, ceMbs [0 CHUX IIOp CHUTaeT KaHHy JINIOE TaAKUM YTEHKOM.

'TeM He MeHee, OHA HOCUT GaMunuio dOuc 1 BaneHTuHOo. ECnu meno KOCHeTCs [BYX BEIMAIOUIMXCS
ceMel, TO XOu Oensl’.

I/IMnepanHua 3aCMediacCh, BeIpaxKasd CBOX MEICIIM K SMOIIKH.

Ona OblTa XKEHIIUHOH, KOTOpas gejiajla BCe TOJIBKO Pagu ce0s.

OHa roToBa 3axedb OT'OHb B JII000€e BpeMs.

Bornbiion moxap B MUPHOY UMIIEPCKOU CEMBE.

ok

Bbax!
3BYK OTKPHIBAIOIIUXCSA XKeJIe3HBIX IIPYTHEB.
AVi3ex OTKDBLUI I'7la3a Ha LIyM.

Y cne3bl ero moNuInuCh, Kak y cobaku [1aBroBa.

— AX, M0sI BUHA...f COBEPIIHI OIIHOKY.

3By'K TA2ZKEJIbIX HIaroB CKBO3b TEMHYIO ¥ XOJIOODHYIO TEMHHUITY.

3mech CIOKOMHO ¥ TUX0. Hu eguHOTro 3ByKa. Ho 4yeM 6/uKe MOOXOOUIITL, TEM JIyYIlle CITLIIIUIIh
phiiaHue Al3eka.

— Barnanu.

A¥i3eK co cie3aMH Ha rjla3ax MOgHSJ [OJIOBY.

OH cebs1 II7I0X0 YyBCTBOBAJI, HO TIOHKWMaJI, YTO NOJIZKEH CJIyLIaTh U MIOBUHOBATHCS. JIeKaph 0CO3HA

9TY MBICJIb IIOCJI€ MIBITOK 3a IIOCIIeHUuE HECKOJIBKO OHEeM.

3TO0T MYZXK4YHWHa HE CTAaHET IOBTOPATE.



OH CcKaxKeT TOIBKO pas.

Ecnu He MOBMHOBATHLCS, €T0 THEBA He n30exkaTh. B 9TUX YYOOBUILIHLIX PyKaX HET IOIIaHb.

— 4 OvIn HempaB. fd 0CMEeNUIICS MOMBITAThCS MPUUYUHUTE el Bped. Ha 9Ty GmaropogHyio...

Atizex mbITasncs youts KaHHy, mopaHUB KMHKAJIOM €€ IIelo.
9T1oro He HOMKHO OBITE. Tornma oH Ol He ITOIBEPrCS TAKOW y2KACHOM IBITKE.

OpHaKo CcTpallHee TO, 4YTO AeKCaHap IOuc HU4Yero He CIPOCHII.

— Ax, ax, ax! { momycTun omuoKy.

U, xak Bcerga, Hayajach IIBITKA.

9TO0 BpeMsl My4eHUs U CTpajaHuu.

[la, 9T0 He MBITKa pafgy nojaydeHus nHpopMmanuu. Her.

9TO IPOCTO HAaKa3aHUe.

9to paciijiaTa 3a BCe €ro rpexu .

Aaaa.

[TomaBneHHBIM KPUK IIOXOOUIT Ha CTOH 3Beps. OH XOTEJl CKOPEEe YMEPETE.

Ecnu ero 0 4eM-TO CIIPOCST, TO OH pacCKaXkeT, OHAaKO0, BOIIPOCOB He OBINIO; BCE, YTO MyXKYKWHA
IILITAJICSI CKa3aTh, TEPLOT He CyIIall.

— TrI x04emb XKUTh?

3aTeM IIpO3By4Yasl HEOKUAaHHEIN BOIIPOC.

— Xo4y XUTb?

A¥i3eK yCIbIIan O4eHb TUXUM HU3KUY TOJI0C, CJIOBHO 3XO0 B IIellepe.

Y 6e3ydyacTHO MMOAHSII I'1a3a, TIIETHO KUBHYB.

— [a, ma!



— Ecnu Tak, pacckaXxu MHE BCE, UTO 3Haelllb.

TonbKO Mocne HECKONTbKUX THEW HaKa3aHus AneKcaHap 3afajl BOIIPOC, CIOBHO BBITIONIHSAS CBOX [OJT.
Aii3ek MOHKMaAJ, YTO 3TO €r0 MEePBLIM U MOCIETHUN IIaHC.

TOT 4esioBeK He ClpalluBaeT ABaXK[IHL.

Ecnu centyac conrath, €ClI¥ IPUTBOPUTHLCS B CBOEM HEBENEHUHU, CIIeAYIOLINUY IIaHC He TPeIBUANTCS!
— Bce, g Bce ckaxy! Ero BeicouectBo Kacumb u nopg banukc Takxke 3aMettnansl! [Tpunn Kacuns

IIOXUTHUII TE€PLUOTHUHIO BanentuHo, n OTIIPABHUJICA Ha «4Y€JIOBEYECKYIO OXOTY> ...

*kakK y cobaku ITaBnoBa — pedIeKChH MPeBaTupyOT Hal Pa3yMOM.
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