9T0 OBLT UMIIEPATOP.

OH CTOSAN y pelIeTKH.

— Kak mep3kKo.

OH HaxMypHUCsH.

— YT0 3a HEMPHUCTOMHOE ITOBEEHHE.

ViMmepaTop LIOKHY S3HIKOM.

OT rpsi3HOM UMIIEPATPULIL TOSIBUIICS ¥ TaKOU YYHOBHUIIHEIM pebeHOK, Kak AMenus. Huuero
YOUBUTEILHOTO HET.

OH TBepHO U PELINTENIbHO CKa3al UMIIepaTpuIle.

— 41 xopo1o 3Haw TBOU CykAeHUs.... OQHAKO g U He Ipenrnosarasl, YTO0 OHU HaCTOJIBKO
HEIIPHUCTOWHEI.

— B-Bare BennuecTso.

— Trl pa3mMaxuBaellb pyKaMu, CJIOBHO Ha KAKOM-TO 0a3ape HaXOOUIIbCS. ..

MMmepaTop Ipe3pUTeNIbHO B3TJISHYI U 00€PHYIICS.

KaxeTcsi, OH He X0TeJI faXke Ha MUT 3allOMHUHATh 9TOT OECIOPSIIOK.

CTyK, mBephb 3aKphIJIach, ¥ UMIEPATOP YLIET.

XKyTkoe 6e3MONBHE HATIOTHUIIO KAMepy.

llaBreHne OT TUIIHUHEI OLITyTUIIXA BCE.

W B 3TO¥ THIIWHE TEJI0 UMIEPATPHUIIL 3aP0XKAIIO.

OHa He MOrJjIa 3TOT'0 BHIHECTH, Ka3aJIoCh, MUKKE 00K OXBATHIIH, CJIOBHO OTHEM, BCE €€ TeJIO.



— M-Mep3aBka!

Vi3-3a HaAMOJIHSIOIIETO ee THEeBa, UMIIepaTpuIla cxBaTula KaHHY, HaXOUBIIYIOCS 0€3 CO3HAHUS,
OJIHOY PYKOU 3a IIIe10, PYyTroX — 3a 3aThUIOK.

— Cyuka! Bce u3-3a Tebs, TBaphb!

— B-Baire BenuuecTBo!

— Bairre BenmuuecTBo, yCIIOKOUTECH!

He TompKO pHILIapH, HO U CIIy2KaHKH CTOSINIK B HeffoyMeHuu. OpHako B30elleHHas UMIIepaTpulia
TIOJTHOCTBIO ITOTEePsiia Hafl CO00i KOHTPOIIb.

— Traps! ITa TBapk clenuanbHO IOTEPSIa co3HaHue. OHa 3aMeTHa, YTO ero BenuyecTBo unet! U
CIenManbHO chesnana Tak! YToObl CMyTUTh MEHS, OCKOPOUTH!

Boxe moii. Bet 6picTpo 3aMeTunu. Kak TH forapanach?

KanHa efBa cmepxkuBajia CMeX.

Ee myummy, HO 3TO He CUJIbHO 6€CIIOKOMIIO.

OHa, momXKHO OBITH, y2Ke ocabia u3-3a 6071€3HU, U CUJla XBATKX OblNa yKe He TaKOM CUIbHOM.

‘Kak GBI BB HM CTApAJIUCh, HO S yIana B 06MOpOK. M 4To ke BB coOMpaeTech menaTh?’

Y Bac HeT u IIaHCa C TAKUM OTHOIIIEHHEM KO MHE, eCJIM XOTUTE, YTOOHI 5T BEIJIEUHIA BacC.

U Torma.

— Ee Benmn4ecTBO B ApoCTH!

3a OBEPBIO OHA YCJIbIIIAdJla I'OJIOC OXPAHHHUKA.

HWMnepartop npuiiien CHOBa?

Wmnepatpuiie notpe6oBanoch MUl MTHOBEHUE, [AJISI TOT0, YTOOR OCTAaHOBUTEL CBOU NENUCTBUS.



— HewmepnnenHo cToute, repior 9auc... Het, cap! Bel He HOMKHBI 9TOTO AenaTh!

Ba!

IIBepb OTKPEIIAch 6€3 pa3pelneHusl.

Her, ee He IPOCTO OTKPHLIH.

Ee 0e3HpPaBCTBEHHO BHIOUIIH.

Pe3koe mBuxKeHUe, I0X0Kee Ha BTOPKEHNEe HEBUIaHHOTO 3BEPS.

My}K‘-II/IHa C KapMHWHOBEIM IIBETOM BOJIOC OIBHHYJICA BIIE€PEM.

Be3 manerimmero KkonebaHus OH IPOIIEJICS B IPSI3HOM, C KPOBABBIMHU IISITHAMH, OfleK[Ie 110
POCKOIIIHOMY KOBDY.

Temneps OparoleHHbIM KoBep OBUT 3allaykKaH KPOBBIO.

WmMmnepatpuria n3ymusachk 60sblle, 4eM KOTa YBUEIA UMIIEpaTopa.

— AX, AnekcaHpp... Iuc.

Yro?

[Touemy?

KanHa enBa 11 He OTKDPGHIJIa I''ta3a OT TOr'0, 4TO 3a05l1a 0 CBOEM IIPUTBOPCTBE U IIOTEPE CO3HAHMUI.

Kto ckazanu?

[Tpumen otel?

— Ox, moyeMy BHI 3[€Ch, TepLOT DAuC?

AnekcaHap OOuC — caM replor AUCCKUY CTOSI Iepen uMIepaTpulie!

Ero TeHb OT GUTYpHI, KAK OTPOMHAS ropa, HaKphljia ee.



HWMnepatpulia CriaoTHYIIA.

Arast HAaKMIKa Ha IJIeYax ¢ TeMHOM (DOPMOM MCTOYAIH 3allaX KPOBY IOTHOIIHX.

3amax cpaXkeHus.

9TO He TakKas IIPOCTasA I'psA3b B BUME IISATEH Ha €TI0 OOTHHKAX.

KpaCHBIe KPOBaBEI€ IISATHA — IIPU3HAKU YbHX-TO CMepTefI.

Bce Te, KT0O HabmMIOmaMM 3a 3TUM, OCO3HAJIH, YTO Ireplor AyleKCaHp IpUIIes Ciofia MPIMUKOM U3
YepHOro TyMaHa...

Hert, He moxeT ObITh! OH HU 3a 4YTO OBl He cTas OTHOCUTLCA K Kanue, KaHHe 9muc, Kak K
coOCTBEHHOU mouyepu!

YaouBunack oOHa WX HET, HO GGCCTpaCTHHﬁ AJ'IeKcaHJIp MEJIEHHO IIePeBeJI B3TJIAMI.

3acoxiasi KpoBb Ha nulle KaHHEL.

HapamnuHa Ha I1eke, 6ynTo OBl OT HOT'TEH.

Pa36utsie ryOnl. CUHSK MOA r71a3oM. KpacHEIM 1[BET NHIIA.

W TOHKMI 3aTHUIOK, yIepXKUBAaEMbIH IBYMS PYKaMU UMIIEPATPHUIIHL.. .

B3arnsapg AnekcaHapa, Me[iJIeHHO BCMaTPUBABIIIETr0Cs BO BCe NEeTalH, IIOBEPHYJICS,B KOHIIE KOHIIOB K ee
BEJINYECTBY.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT]a UX B3TJISIOE BCTPETUINCE, PyKa UMIlepaTpHULbl ocabiia.

Temo KaHHEI c/lerKa MOKAaYHBAJIOCh U B UTOTE PYXHYIO. AJIeKCAHOP MPOTSAHYI PYKY U HEKHO ee
00HAI.

C10BHO OH BEPHYII TO, YTO €MY IIDUHAMJIE2KAJIO II0 IIPABY.

BoTt u Bce.



AnexcaHOp 00OHST ee U TIOBEPHYIICS, OYATO MOJ00HOe OTHOIIEHNE K Ho4epy ObII0 eCTEeCTBEHHBIM MJIS
HETOo.

3aTeM BHIIIEI.

KpoBb Kamaja ¢ ajoi, cjlerka pa3BeBaeMoi BeTPOM, HAaKMIKK 9TOT0 YyHOBHUIIA, OCTABIISS Ha IOy 3a
Cco0O0M CciIemdsl.

CtyK. [IBeph 3aKphLIacCh.

I/IMHepanI/ILIe HHU4Yero He OCTaBaJiIoCh, KPOME TOT'0, KaK Ha6J'IIOJIaTB 3a IMIPOUCXOOAIIUM.

Ipyroro BeiGopa He OBITIO.

)%k

'OH ¢ yma cormen? '

TeMm BpeMeHEM KanHa xkenamna OTBEPHYTHCA H3-3d CBO€EM HEJIOBKOCTH U CMYyLIEHHU .

'Kakoro uepTa? YTO CIy4unocs?’

JTO0T MyX4YKWHa HEOXKHNJAHHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAII cebst CTapBIM?

OH BHITTISIOUT Ha CBOM BO3PACT, MOXKET, ¥ Hero cinaboymue?

‘Ila, TOYHO craboymue’.

OH OpuImen TOMbKO pagu criaceHuss KaHHHI.

BHyTpH rpoxouyiiero skunaxa KanHa THXOHBKO 06JI0KOTUIACh Ha I1e40 AjleKcaHapa.

YToOHI OTeI ¥ J0Yb TaK 6JIM3KO0 HAXOOUIIUCh OIPYT K IPYTy — HUKOTMA IMOJ00HOI0 He CIIy4asioch.

‘TloyeMy THI Ccen psimoM co MHOM? HampoTuB ecTh cBoOOOHOE cuzieHbe. [laxke eclu JISITyT OBOe



KPYIIHBIX MY>KYKUH, MECTO BCE PABHO OCTAHETCS .

Tak 4TO MPOCTO IIepesioky MeHd Tyaa!

Onnako KaHHa HUYEro He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, IOCKONBKY MMPUTBOPSIIACE, UTO MOTePsija CO3HAHUE C TOTO
MOMEHTA, KaK ee u30uja UMIepaTpuIia.

Ecnu KTO-TO YBUOUT 3Ty CLiEHY, OH TOYHO OLIubeTcs.

Bo3HUKHET HEOIIOHMMAaHME U II0KazKEeTCs, YTO OHa OJI HEro OparoneHHas go4k...

Iouyb, KOTOPOX OYEHB MOPOKUT OTEIL.

‘Jemyxa, 3T0 Kakoe-T0 6e3yMCTBO .

Ecnu Ol 0OHa MOTJIa COABUHYTHCSI C MECTa, TO yaapuiia Ol cebs 1o meke.

Ho ona He moria.

OHa fae He MOrJIa IIOLIeBeIUTh IajlbllaMHU U CIIOKOMHO ABIIIATh.

9T0 TKe0, HeyHoOHO U HEKOM(OPTHO, CIOBHO MO€ TeJI0 3aKOBAJH B LIETIH.

‘dl 3appixatock. [lymato, s ymMpy .

Ona YyBCTBOBaJla cebs Kyna KOM(bOpTHee, HaXOOsCh IOCTIeNHEE BPEMS B TEMHUIIE, HEXKeJU cenvac.

‘Tlouemy Moii OTeI] flaXKe He OIBUHYJICS C MecTa? '

Boups B KapeTy, AlleKCaHApP OCTaBaJICd HEIIOOBUKHEIM, KaK KaMeHHas CTaTysl.

MoxeT, 0H 3acHyn?

KaHHa 04YeHb MEJIEHHO CJIETKa IIPpUIIOOHSAJIA BEKO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CMOTpEJI Ha MHEe.



Ona BCTPETUIIaChb C €ro 3€JIEHBIMU I'Jla3aMH.

9T10T B3rIAn 0e3 BCAKUX IBUXKEHUH.

KaHHa 4yTh He 3aKpHyasa, HO efiBa IIOaBUIa CBOX SMOIIHMH.

Omna OBICTPO 3aKpHIa IJ1a3a.

Heyxemu oH pacKycum?

OHa nuIIb clleTKa, 0YeHb Clierka IPUOTKpPEIIA I'7la3 ¥ 0Ka3anach Cpa3y ke IMOWMaHHOM?

Her, Bpsig nu, XOTSI OH JOTAABIBAETCS, YTO OHA He cruT. OYeBUIHO, OH HEe 3HAET, YTO BCE 3TO —
IIPUTBOPCTBO.

4 papga, 4TO OH He Joragancsd.

He cTouT OTKpHIBATh I'71a3a, T0Ka He BEPHYCh TOMOH.

Ho Kakoro 4épra OH yIUBUIICS, UTO 5 Jiexkasa 6e3 coO3HaHUS?

‘... AX,TT0o4eMy THI CMOTPEJI CJIOBHO Ha My4YeHHIy? '

JIn1io OBITIO TAKUM ONYXIIUM?

He cTpaHHO 7T TaKOe TOBEHEHHE?

'Y "He 3HAIO'.

Kanna 6oJbIlie HE oyMaria.

Ona nuuib pa3fgeiidiia 3TO 3aXBaTEIBAIOIIIEE BPEMAIIPEIIPOBOXKOEHNE C €€ OTIIOM.

)%k

[TpuOwIB B IOMECThE, AJIEKCAHIP MOHEC ee IPSMO [I0 CITaIbHHU.

KaHHa HeTepmenuBo 3aKphlia rjla3a U MPUTBOPHUIACh, YTO 663 CO3HAHUS.



K cuacTrio, AneKcaan BHIIIIEJI U3 KOMHATHI, 6y;E[TO OBl HUYero He 3aMeTHB.

— Bboxe mou, reproruasa KaHnHa.

rOpHI/I‘-IHaH JIug BCITBIXHYJIA W IIOAOIIJIA, YCIIBIIIAB 3BYK.

OHa BBITEPJIA 3aCOXIIKE MSTHA KPOBH Ha JIUIE TOJIOTEHIIEM, CMOYEHHBIM TEIIJION BOHOM.

‘Xoporuo...’

Ee Beku C TAXKECTHIO OIIyCKaJIUCh. Con OKYTHIBAJl T€JIO U CO3HAHUE.

WwmnepaTtpura... MMnepaTtpulia ee ellle He yIpocusa. M He npuHecia U3BUHEHUN.

Ho oHa HUKOr{a Tak u He IMOCTYIIUT.

OpHako emie IIOCMOTPHUM. CKOpO Cjie3aM He 6YJIeT BHIOHO KOHII4, U TOI'la OHa CTaHET MOJIUTH
IIOMOIIIH.

‘Temeps BH y3HaeTe, KaKast Ha BKYC CMEpPTh .

YyBCcTBO 60K OT 3y[a ¥ XKXKeHHe KOXKY CO BpeMeHeM YCUIUTCS, IT039TOMY BCKOpPEe OHO
PaCIPOCTPAHUTCS HACTOJIBKO, YTO BEI HE CMOXKETE CaMOCTOSITEIbHO 3a00TUTLCS O CBOEM TeJle.

MozxKeT, OHa He BEIOEP2KUT U IIOIIBITAETCSA IIOKOHYUTE 2KU3Hb C&MOYGHﬁCTBOM.

‘[lazke eclu TaKoe CIIYYUTCS, 3TO OyaeT 3aciIyKeHHbIM HaKa3aHUEeM... '

KanHa monniTanach IIPUTBOPUTHCA CISINEH, a 3aTeM 3aCHYIIa.

http://tl.rulate.ru/book/46467/1138204



