— Yéprt mobepu.
[Tocne oTpe3ma AMenuu UMIEPATPHUIA, OCTABIIASICS B ODWHOYECTBE, CYIOPOKHO IPEI3jIa CBOY HOT'TH.

OHa Hafiesinach BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS 3TOM BO3MOKHOCTHIO, HaOk W30aBUTHCS OT AMETTUH, ee
C0oOCTBEHHOTO T030pa...

"OHa MOCTOSTHHO MeIlaeT MHe!

Bo3MoxHO, IIOBUTOE pacTeHNUE, yTPATUIO CBOU 3P (DEKT.

Pacrenue, monyyeHHOEe UMIIEPATPUIIEH, IO CITyXaM, MOTJIO YOUTh YeloBeKa.

"Ho nukakoro pesynbrata! Hukorma 60bie He BOCIOIb3YIOCh UM!

A moka uMmepaTtpulle MPUAETCS OCTABUTh TOBTOPHYIO IIOMBITKY YOUICTBA €€ JOPOTOM [OUepH.

Ecnu IIpHHIIeCCa CHOBA OKaXKeTCAd B COCTOSHUHU JIETAPTUYE€CKOIr0 CHa, IIOCJI€ 9ero IIpoCHEeTCAd, Y 3HaTU
MOZKET BO3HUKHYTH IIOJO3PEHNE O YMEIIIJIIEHHOM IIPDUYNHEHUHU BPEOa YJIEHY KOpOHeBCKOfI CEMbHU.

Celtuac xe BpeMeHHasi CMePTh AMeNnuu U3BECTHA, KaK pe3yIbTaT BpaueOHOM XalaTHOCTH KaHHHL.
U KanHa, B UTOTe, OKa3asach 3a PEIIeTKON B IPOMO3TJION TEMHHUIIE.

"Ha Kakoe-To BpeMsi Hy2KHO OCTAHOBUTD UCIIOJIHEHKE CBOMX ITJIAHOB U [OXKIATHCS MOIXOISIIIETO
MOMEHTaA .

Ecnu mogymaTh, AMenus, IpeacTaBIIas Iepe UMIIepaTPUIlel, Hi pa3y He Yecasach.
OHa mepecTaja ynoTpebasTh MpeabayInee JeKapcTBO, U 3y UCUe3.
Pa3Be mpuHIlecca He Kpr4aia, YTo 6e3 JieKapcTBa YMpPET OT 3yda?

BHe3amHo uMmepaTpuila BCIIOMHUIA C/T0Ba KaHHEI 0 TOM, YTO OHA MU3JIEYUT KOXKHOE 3a00/IeBaHUM
Amenuu.

" [IeHCTBUTENIBHO... OHA CMOTJIa BEUIEYUTH IOomo0Hoe? AMenunio? 3abomeBaHue KOXY C CUIbHEHIINM
3yIOM, OT KOTOPOTO He CMOTJIH W30aBUTHCS JIyYIle Bpauu?

Ecnu Tak, To el IpoCTO MOBE3IIO.

YTo XK, IIJIaH UMIIEPATPUIIE OKA3aJICs COBEPIIeHHO Oe3HaleKHEIM.

[Taxe cenyac, fyMas, 94TO BCe y2Ke KOHYHUIIOCh, OCTal0Ch KOe-4To ellle.

— YTto pmenathb ¢ KanHOI?

Korga AMenus BeIKKIIa, HaMepeHUs yOUICTBa Ha BpeMsl UCUE3HYT.
OpmHaKo OCTaBJIATH €€ B KUBHIX — [laXKe JyMaTb O II0g00HOM HEBHIHOCHUMO.
Pa3Be oHa yXKe He ucnonb3oBana KaHHy, Kak IemKy?

B GynymemM ee cyiiecTBOBaHNE MOXKET CTaTh CEPbe3HOM MPo6IeMOoii.



" Ia Hemb3s 3HATH, YTO OHA OTCTynmuTCs. OT KaHHE crenyeT u30aBUTHCS, KaK MOXKHO OBICTpEH .
Pa3ymeeTcs, mpaBOy He U3MEHUTh — AMenus efBa nu3bexkajaa CMEPTH.

OHa mpocTo chefnaeT Tak, YToOb OBIJIO COBEPILEHO MOKYIIeHNe Ha XKU3Hb MPUHIIECCH U U30aBUTCS OT
Hee.

KoHeuHo, uMIepaTop He OTKaXKeT UMIlepaTpHIle, Belb B €ro Cepflle TauTCs YyBCTBO
HEeIIOJIHOIIEHHOCTH M3-3a CeMel DMMCOB U BajleHTHHO.

I/IMHepanI/IHa 3HaJlla, YTO €T0 BEJIN4YECTBO BCEeTrna MCKAJl BOSBMOZKHOCTE UX YHU3UTL U 0CKOp61/IJ'I, OH
KaXKOall 3allATHAaTh UX YeCTh.

Kak X0po1I1o uMIepaTop 3HaeT UMIEPaTPHIly, TaK ¥ UMIepaTPHIla IPEeBOCXOTHO 3HAET UMIIepaTopa.

"Ia, ToYHO Tak Xke, Kak Ero Bemn4yecTBo Ha OHSX HOOepKal MeHs, sl IOBTOPIO CyuyuBIineecs. Eciu
BCE MPOUMIET TMIafIko, MHE yaacTcs u30aBUTHCS OT Hee .

[Toka uMmepatpula, ynei0asch, pa3MbIIIIIAia, ee B30p [ajl Ha Koe-4T0 HeoObIUHOe.
— 4T10?

Ona nocmoTpersa BHU3, IIOCKOJIBKY €€ PyKa 3adecasnacs.

— Yro 370 Takoe?!

Korpa aTo nmosisunocs?

Ha e€ npepnnneybe BHICTYIIIO KpacHOe IATHO!— Aaaa!

Y B TOT MOMeHT OHa 3aMeTuna.Heyxkenu y MeHsI Tak BHE3aITHO 3a4Ye€CaliCh JIUIIO, IIes, TPyHab U
cruHa?

ViMmepaTpuila BCKpHKHYJIa ¥ PaCCTETHYJIa BEPXHIOI0 IIYTOBUILY IIJIAThS.

Y nocnemnHo mopbexana K 3epKay.

Terneps OHa CBUMETEIb CBOETO TeJla, OTBPATUTENIBHOTO TeJla, TIOKPHITOI0 KPaCHBIMY IIATHAMU.
— O HeT, M04 IpeKpacHas Koxa!

KoxHasi 6071€3Hb, KOTOPOU CTpafana AMenus, Tepeaanach uMIepaTpuiie!

)k

HacTtynumno yTpo, HO Ka3Hb TaK ¥ HE COCTOSI/IaCh.
Ha cnepnyromuii feHb TOXe.

[Toka He HaCTyImUIa CMepPTHas Ka3Hb, KaHHe [IOCTaBIsIH, 3alpelleHHble paHee Uy U BOTY.



[Tporio eme gBa gHS.
Bce aTo BpeMs KaHHa CTpacTHO OXKasIa.

"TToCKONBKY Y UMIIEPATPHUIIH TEIIePh KOXKHOE 3a001eBaHNe, a MHKYOAIMOHHBIN IIEPUO IIPOIIENT, TO
CHMIITOMBI JOJIKHEI OBLTH ITPOSIBUTHCS, BUAUMO, BUEpa, ¥ OHA, OYEBUIHO, OCO3HAJIA, YTO He
IPUHUMAET HUKAKUX JIEKApPCTB .

HMnepaTpulla HaBepHsKa ogyMalia, YTO 3apa3uiiachk OT AMeJIUH... HO 9TO COBCEM He Tak.
IInst Havana, KOXHOe 3a00jieBaHNe IPUHIIECCH He3apas3Ho.

"Ho MOXKHO 1M UCIIOI30BaTh OyXH, KOTOPEIE JAIOT APyTHe?

He6ormbInas myTKa Haj ©MIIepaTpHUllel U ogapeHHBIMU el TyXaMu.

OpHako, eciiy BB HE PerynsapHo IIpruHUMaeTe CcoOCTBEHHOE IIPOTHUBOSAONE, MOZXKHO C JIETKOCTBIO
H06aBI/ITb BEIIIECTBO, BEI3BIBAIOIIEE CHIITb M XKeJIaHKE ITI04YeCaThb KOXY.

Ipyrumu cjoBaMu, UMIlepaTpUlia OOJIKHA BHIIPAIIUBaTh y cebs ke JIeKapCTBO 40 KOHIIA CBOEM
JKU3HH.

B nmpoTUBHOM CiIy4ae, OHa C TOJIOBBI 0 HOT IIOKPOETCS MATHAMU, ¥ €CJIM COCTOSIHUE He YIIyYIIUTCS,
TO BCE €€ TEJIO IPOH3UT XKYTKUU 3y,

ITo Bceit BUOUMOCTH, O0JIb JIy4Ille CMEPTH.

OJIHaKO HUKOMY U3 Bpaqeﬁ He yOaCTCA 00JIerYuTh 6OJ'IB, IIO03TOMY, B UTOT'€, UMII€PATPHUIIA 6y;1eT
BBEIHY2KIIE€HA OTBICKATh KaHHy

"He crout BpeguTh caMoii cebe, Maam .

Ona u He gyMarsa, YTO IIOCTYIHIa TaK KEeCTOKO.

Ho pa3sBe 3T0 He U3 coCTpagaHus K IpuHIlecce Amenuu?

9TO CIIy4YUIJIOCH TOTAA.

— I'epuorunsa BaneHTuHO.

[Topo1ien phillape.

HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3aj OH MPUBET ee CIofa.

B ToT MmoMeHT, Korfa KaHHa BCTpeTuiach C BeXKJIMBBIM B3TJIIA0M MYyKYKUHEL, OHA OCO3Hasa.
Oco3Harna, 4TO BCe MOIIJIO 110 IJIaHy.

— IMoxarnyiicTa, IPOCTUTE 3a I'PyOOCTh, IPOSIBIIEHHYIO K BaM paHee, TepPIoruHs.
Cmyru, cnegoBaBIlIKe 3a PHIIAPEM, HECTIA HOBHIE IJIAThs, TY(QJIU, CEPhI'U U 0KEPEIIbs.

OueBupgHO, nogapok Kanxe.



OTKpEIB OBEPIY pelleTKY, OH BeXKJIUBO Ilepefasl IjlaThe.

— Ee BenuuectBo npubksina. [Toxanyiicta, IpefocTaBbTe MHE YECTh YCIYKUTh BaM.

9TO pafgylHOe OTHOLIEHKE, KOTOPOI'0 paHbllle HUKTO He POSBIIAL.

— HMMnepartpuriia!

Kaxk u oxupganocs, oHa cTpagaia OT 3yha, YTO PACIpPOCTPAHUIICS 10 BCEMY TeIly.

YyBCTBa IIOXOUIIN Ha T, KOTTla Thl BOPOYAeIIbCsS Ha KPOBATU OT OUKOM OO0JH, TPOIMBas CIIEe3H.
— Cwmortpu! [laBaii, IOCMOTPU Ha MeHS!

"V MeHs mepexBaTUIIO OhIXaHUE, CJIOBHO 51 cefdac yMpPY OT YOYLIbS .

Xax, kak OyATO UMIepaTpulia ¢ TaKOW JIETKOCThIO IIOKMHET 3TOT MUP OT IIPOCTOTO 3yaa.

Her, myuire Ol TOKUHYIA!

CHauasa Koxa IIPOCTO Yecanach, HO 3aTeM UMIlepaTpulla Hayajla UCILITHBATE KYTKYI0 60Jb,
KOTOpas, Ka3aioch, C KaXIbIM pa30M CTaHOBHUIACH BCE CUIIbHEE.

Hu Bpaum, HU WX JIeKApCTBa He UCLEJSIIN UMIIePaTPUIly, 00Jb He yTUXala faXxe Ha MUHYTY!

" CnuurkoM 60mbHO!

YKe Ha BTOPOU [eHb UMIIepaTpHULia C OTKPBITHIMY IJIa3aMU TepIiea.

"4 xoTemna 00epHYTHCS, HO .

— T'eproruns, gaBau, mocMoTpu!

HWMnepartpulia TIIETHO IIPOTATUBana pykKy K Kanue.

Ona rpy0o cxBaTua JeBYIIKY 3a €e TOHKOE 3alsCThe U I'POMKO 3aKpuyaa.

— [Toroponucs! [JaBay, BEIEYU MEHS.

Omna 3a6bu1a, yTo KaHHa IIpoBesia B TEMHHUIlE HECKOJIBKO IHEH, YTO ee MyTrajy, yrpoxkas CMePTHOH
Ka3HBIO.

HuduTo He uMeeT 3HaUYeHUd Ilepeq NUIOM TOro, 4To npoiuia KanHa, HAYTO!
— Bame BenuyecTso...

— Hasaiu! Yto ThI menaelns? [ToToponucs!

Ecnu nopmymats, KaHHa BHITJIAAeNa yralie.

[TorpeckaBmecs ry0wl, 671egHas Koxka, ria3a, IoJIHble MyYeHu .

Ox, TOIBKO TOTa HMIIEpATpUIla o6paTI/1na BHMMdHHKE Ha I1JIOX0€ COCTOsIHHE I'ePIOTrnHHU.



Ho.

— Ecnu TH He TOCIeIIHIIh 0CMOTPETh MEHS, TO MOJTYYHIlb COOTBETCTBYIOIIEee HaKa3aHue!
"MHe cTouT ymepeTsb 0T 00714, HO 0053aTEIFHO BEIJIEYUTD €67

['ma3a ¥MIepaTPUITEL HAIOTHUIUCEH CIIe3aMHu.

OueBHIHO 9TO HE TOTEPS PacCyaKa, Jabbl HAJaBUTh Ha JXKal0CTh. Ee clie3kl BOBCe He (asIblllb.
Terneps 3TO peasbHO.

"Ho s1 He MorJ1a OCTaBaThLCS B CO3HAHKMU. MHe [eHdCTBUTEIbHO Ka3aa0Ch, YTO ceiyac s 3aKpoio
rjaasa .

— He T8I mu ucuenumna Koxy Amenuu! Tak 4To 1 MO0 60I€3Hb THI TOXKE CMOXKEITH U3JIEUUTD,
npaspa?— Kxa....

— HpH3HaﬁCH B 3ToM.— Kxa-kxa. OgHako KaHHa ¢ IMOTYCKHEBIIMMH I'JIa3aMU JIMIIb KalllJisdJia 1
Ts12KeJIO ObIIIajia, OBLITO BHUOHO, KaK TsA2KEJIO B3OBIMAETCSA €€ I'PYb.

OHa C JTerKOCThI0 MOTJIa YIIacCTh, €CIIN Onl ee YOapuiun.

Pa3symeeTcs, oOHa NUIIbL XKEPTBA, 3a KOTOPOM I'PYCTHO HaOIIoaTh, HO UMIEpAaTPHUIIa BHTIISOENa
CEepAuTOu.

OOGBIYHOE TOCTOMHCTBO U yBaxKeHue, 00JIb OT 3y[a ¥ BCE OCTAIbHOE YIITK HA 3afHUY IJIaH, 0CTABUB
TOJIBKO STPOCTb.

— YTo TH BHITBOpselb! { He MOTy ITIOHATE!
— Baire BenmnyecTBo... U3BUHUTE.
3ateMm KaHHa IIpoCTo moTepsizia Co3HaHue!

B mamHBIE MOMEHT OHa OecIlojie3Ha.

— Hert! HeT, gaxe ecnu Tl cOOUpaeEIIbCs YMEPETh, CHavasla BEUIEYN MEHS U JIUIIb TOTOM yMUpaii!

WmMmepatpuila cxBaTula KaHHY, TOTepSBIIyIO CO3HaHKeE, 3a MJIeY0 U Hadasa TPSCTH, CJIOBHO
6e3ymHasi. Ho meByIKa He OTKphIBaJa ria3a, OyATO ¥ ITpaBaa 3acHyIIa.

— TBaps! Tl u3meBaembCa HaAO0 MHOM, HE OTKPHIBaelllb CBOM Mep3Kue ria3a!

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB pHILIapb, KOTOPHIA CMOTPEI Ha XKECTOKOCTh UMITEPATPUIIL, ORICTPO TOHOIIEN U €€
OCTaHOBHUIL.

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, moxkanyicTa, YCIOKOUTeCh. ['epLOTHHS TIOTepsiia CO3HAHUE.
— Ounmncs! 3Hauur, Tebs cnenyeT 06IUTH BOMOM, YTOOH THl IIPOCHYIACh!
HWMnepaTpulla yCMeXHYJIach.

Tebe HaCTOIBKO IJIOXO ¥ OOJIBHO, YTO ThI OCMEJIHIIACh IIOTEePSTh CO3HAHUE?



— JlaBa#t, mpuHecu Bombl! Eciu 000/IbENIL €€, @ OHA TaK ¥ HE OYHETCS, pa3bynu ee, IOIHECS OTOHB!
Bce cmoTpenu Ha UMIepaTpULy UCIIyTaHHBIMU B3TJIIAaMU.

Ee pacnymeHHbIe anble BOJIOCH], HAJIUTHIe KPOBBIO T'Jla3a U TAXKeJ0e AblXaHKe, KaK y 3Beps, yKacai.
He coBceM mpuBHIYHBIM [T Bcex BuA. OHa HanoMuHasa 6€3yMHOT0 YejioBeKa.— ....T1I.

'HeB UMIIepaTPHULLI TPEKPATHUIICH.

TOT 3BYK.

TOJIBKO TOT 3BYK...

— T, TII.

9TO HAallOMUHAO YOaphl MOJTHUU. 3BYK MOJTHUH.

Ha camowMm ferne 110KOT OBIJT 0OUeHb TUXUM, HO OH IPOH3UJI OapabaHHYI0 IEPETIOHKY UMIIEPaTPULIHL.
KoHuuku ee mablieB MOePrUBajIUCh, a T'yOsl 3aTBEPAEIH.

VimmepaTpuilia MefijieHHO, OyATO CIiel[iaibHO PaCTITuBasi BpeMsi, IOBePHYJa I'OJIOBY.

HeT, BooO11Ie-TO, OHA HEe Kejajia B 9T0 BepuTh. OHa He X0Teja IMPOBEPSITh.

— YTO THI, YEPT BO3BMHU, AeJIa€lllb?
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