— He ciumkom mu 3T0 uepecuyp?

XoTsl OHa OT BCETr0 Ceplla COUyBCTBOBAa EMY, 3TOT YeJIOBeK BCE elé Obln MMmepaTopoM.

— Ecnu TH coﬁnpaembc;{ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, TO nyMaﬁ, Impexnge 4eM OTKPBITH POT. He3zaBucumo oT TOrO,
HaCKOJIBKO IIJIOX I/IMnepaTop, CKa3aTh TdKO€ €My B JIUIO, — 3TO BOT‘OXYJ'IBCTBO...

U B 3TOT MOMEHT...

YT0 3TO 3a SHEPTrUs?

Apus HauMHaja YyBCTBOBATh CTPAHHBIM 3allax, U €€ BOT-BOT IOIKHO ObIJIO CTOIIHKTD, KaK U CKa3all
JInmo#p.

TpyOHO ObIIIATh.

Cmnaboe OLIyIIeHrne, KOTOPO€e CHa4dlla €dBd OINYIIaJIOCh, IIOCTEIIEHHO YFHYGHHHOCB " Teleps CTaJio
OTYETIIMBO OIOyIIAaThCs, KaK 6y11T0 OHa MOTI'JIa CXBAaTHUTh €T0 pYKOfI

['py6o roBops, 3To OBITIO MOX0XKE Ha CMeIlIBaHKEe BCEBO3MOXKHOTO Mycopa. OH T'PSI3HbIHM U TUMKUH...

CrouyHas Kpsica?

Apus OblNTa TOpazkeHa. JTO MaxjI0 KaK CTOYHAs KPhIca, 0 KOTopou Kapm mpssMo paccka3sani Ha JHSX.

X0oTb ¥ oueHsb cj1abo.

Apus BCKOYHMIIa CO CBOET0 MeCTa ¥ OLICTPO OTJIIfenach.

Pritiaps, ciiyra, TOpHUYHAS, IIOMOIIHUK Ha KyxHe... OMHaKO HUTHE He OBIJI0 HUKOT0, KTO
COOTBETCTBOBAJI OBl BHEITHOCTY CTOYHOM KPBICH], 0 KOTOPOM Ciibliana Apusi. ¥ HUX OBIIO XKYTKOE
HeBBIPA3UTEIbHOE BEIpaXKeHMe NIUIla, KakK YYUIIA BCeX, KTO BXOAUII BO [[BOpeELL.

Tem BpemeHneM ycunusa UmmepaTtopa IpogoIXKaluce.

— Her, HEeCMOTPSA HH Ha 4TO. A CTONBKO TOTOBUIICS K 9TOMY, TaK II04YeMy OBl BaM He OCTAThCS?

— IloToMy 4TO 51 He 3HAI0, YTO MHE [IeJiaTh, TIOTOMY YTO SI OUYeHb IJI0X0 ce0s1 YyBCTBYIO. 51 MOTy B
KOHEYHOM UTOTe Harpyouts Bamemy BemnuecTsy.



— Hert Gonbinelt rpy0ocTH, 4eM HBIHEIIHSS cuTyanus! Trl Hapymaens MMnepaTopckuii npukas!

— BepHo.

HMnepaTop, Ka3aloch, He HAaXOOUII CJIOB, IOTOMY YTO €T0 IIPOTHUBHUK OBII TAKMM TOPOBIM H
0eCCTHIIHEIM.

3aTeM JInoiif;, KOTOPHIM MpPAYHO YNILIOHYJICS, CKPUBHUJI I'yOBI ¥ CKa3all:

— 41 BepHBIU CIyTa.

B aTo# yacTH, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, HACKOILKO Apusi 6e30r0BOPOYHO Bepuiia B JInoiia, oHa He
MOTJ1a C 9TUM COTJIaCUTHCH.

— f He MOr'y IIOMOYb, He OCTaBUB COBETa, KOTOPHIA CTaHEeT KPOBBIO U IIJIOThIO Bamero BenuyecTsa.

— He mornu GbI BHI, ITOZKaJy#CcTa, OTIIYCTUTh MEHS Ha 3TOM 3Tarne, Baie BenuyecTBo? 310
IIOCJTIEHUM COBET, KOTOPHIY S Jal0 KaK BepPHBIM CIyTa.

C KaKux 3TO II0P 3allyTuBaHHe IIPEBPATUIIOCE B COBET?

9TO 3HQYUT, YTO €CJIM OH IMOMBITAETCS CHelaTh YTO-TO elle, JIIoN 3TOro He NOMYCTHT.

Apusi Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepJia U Halpsriach, HO pelusa, YTo Oy#eT nydile mockopee yOpaThCs U3
HWwmMnepatopckoro JIBopa.

— JInoupm, moxoxe, 3mecCh IIpsA4YeTCd CTOYHadA KpPHICA...

U B 3TOT MOMEHT...

['ma3a Apuu BCTPETHIIMCH C OMHUM U3 CIIyT, KOTOPHIHA CKIIOHUT TOJIOBY.

Korpa ero riasa BCTpeTUIUCH IULIOM K N1y ¢ Benukou [IpuHIleccod, poT pacnaxHyJICs, U CMeX
BBIPBAJICSI HapyXKy 6e3 Maseilnero npu3Haka CMyLIIeHUs. 3aTeM OH OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY U Ha4all YTO-TO
O0pMOTaTE.

Apusd mopyMana, YTO TOJIBKO YTO BUAelNa rajunoiuHanuo. Korjga ux riasa BCTPETHIINCE, CIIyTa
YIIBIOHYIICS.



Yro...

fI3BIK, KOTOPOTO OHA HUKOTTA PaHbllle He CIIkIaja. Het, 9To OBIJI0 IPUMEPHO B TO BpeMsi, KOrga OHa
IyMalia, 4YTO 3TO CKOpee 3aKIuHaHNe, YeM SI3bIK.

Cnyra BHE3AdIIHO BBIXBATHUJI KWH2XKAJI X IIPDUCTABHUII €T0 K IIIEE.

— Vx, yxx! Yro!..

— Kpsa-a-ak!

— Arx!

B MoMeHT HaHeceHUs cebe yBeUnii CO BCEX CTOPOH pa3[aliCh KPUKH.

9To0 GBI HEOMUCYEMBIit yxKac. Tekylas KpoBb Hadasla IPOCAYMBaThCSI B MAaruyeCKui Kpyr,
HauepTaHHHIN 110 Bcelt KoMHaTe. OH IOJIyYUsI CMEpPTEeNIbHEIE PAHBI, KOTOPHIE He ObITA OBl CTPAHHBIMH,
naxe ecny OBl OH Ccpa3y MOTEPSI CO3HaHKe, U KPOBOTeYeHUe ObII0 OOMITLHEIM,

Ho co cnyroii BcE GBII0 B IOPSIAKE.

Apus Hanpsriack, KOraa ciayra IOTHSJI FOJIOBY U CHOBA BCTPETHUIICA C Hel B3ranoM. OH
IIOIIATHYJICS, BCTAll U 0e3 BCIKUX KojleOaHWi HallpaBUICSA MPSIMO K Apuu.

OH wén Tak, CJIOBHO XOTeJl YOUTH e€.

Her, oH nbITaiICS cOesnaTh 3TO.

— Kaxk TH cMeelllb...

[Tocne Toro, Kak JInmoiiyn cOoun ¢ Hor OuKaulero peljaps, OH 3apyOusl CIyry yKpageHHEIM MeYoM.

Bcé moMmerlrieHre MTHOBEHHO OKPACHUIOCh B KPACHBIM IIBET.

— Ax, a-a-ax-X...

HeKOoTOpEIX BEIPBAJIO, @ HEKOTOPhIE PYXHYIIM U MTOTEPSISIA CO3HAHUeE.



Apus He 3aKphljia I'Jla3a U IOCMOTPeJia Ha CIIyTy, KOTOPHIM PYXHYJ, KaK KyKjla-MapHuoHEeTKa C
IIOPBaHHOU! BEPEBOUYKOM.

Ho 3aTtem CJIyra BHOBE ITOOHAJICA.

HewmHoro... HeyKIOXKe.

Hrak, sTo... Teno.

OHa He MOTJIa ITOBEPHUTD, YTO OH OBUTAETCS. Apusi Hampsriach, 61egHas 1 yctanas. [laxke oHa,
KOTOpPas PeIInTeIbHO pearupyeT Ha OOBITMHCTBO Belel, Oblia yauBIIeHa.

Kak Obl TO HU OBLIO, 3TO OBUIO IOYTH KaK XOASYUN TPYIL.

Xopasyui TpyI... CTOYHas Kpeica?

Ona moHS/a 9TO MO3XKe.

YTo, eCcyi y CTOYHOM KPHICH OBIIIO TEJI0, KOTOPOe He YMepIio, faxe ecyu ero younu?.. Torga Bcé
CXOIOUTCS.

9TO TaKXke pe1IaeT BOIIPOC O TOM, II04YEMY CTOYHasA KpPhICa BCE eré OblyTa KUBa.

Apus IOCTIENIHO OTBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY.

Prillapu, Halleqme CTOYHY0 KPHICY, 00HaXUU Meuyd. Y OHU BIOJIHE eCTECTBEHHO 3abJI0KMpOBaNu
BEIXO. TO €CTh ITyTh K OTCTYIIJIEHNIO, U3 KOTOPOTo Apus u JInoun mornu Obl cOeXKaTk.

HWMnepaTop rpoOMKO 3aKpuyat:

— ¢ He MoOTy TTO3BOJIMTH 3TOM TBApPU BHIOPATHCS OTCIOMNA U HAMMAKOCTUTH MMmepaTopckomy [IBopiry!
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