I'maBa 96, Hukakux oTinuuuil oT u3MeHHl - YacTs 3 1Cynpyru u HaJlOXXHUILEL He paBHEL. Cylpyra
HAXOOUTCS Ha BHIMIECTOSIIEHN MO3UINHY, 00BIYHO 0003HavaeTcs “®3it”, a HAOXKHUITE HU3KOTO paHTa
1 060o3HavaTCa “nuH”. TeM He MeHee, Bce OHU HaloXHULE. Cepaile Mmmepartpuiisl 6oseno. Emne
KOTJa ee KpacoTa OblJla Ha IIHKe, OHa BCe elle He moTsaruBana go Yxkan [Is @i, a Tem 6onee ceiyac,
KOT[ja OHa CTajla yBAAMUM I[BeTKOM. Ecnu oHa ympeT, T0 Y Caup @31 He uMena CelHa, HO YxXaH [13
@511 popuna npuBenurupoBanHoro Ly XyaHI3el, 4ToOb OHA MOTJia cTaTh MMnepaTpunei. Y math, u
CHIH SIBHO XOTEJH, YTOOBI OHa BEPHYJIAch MOOLICTpee Ha Hebeca! DTa MBICTb CUIIBHO PAaCcCTPOHUTIa ee,
paso3nuna. 3710CTh qo0aBuila el CUJIbI, OHA IepecTaa TSIXKeJo OBIIATh U BHIpsMuiack. OHa
XorogHo notpeboBana: - Torma ckaxu MHe, KTO gajl Tebe CMeIoCTh HOCUTh 3aK0IKy ®eHuKca ¢
neBsiThiO xBocTaMu! UYxkan 19 ®ait Kuila BO IBOPIle MHOTO JIeT 1 OblJla 3HAKOMa C XapaKTepoM
WwmnepaTpuirsl. OHa HU3KO IOKJIOHUIIACh U B3MOIUIACh: - Kak ke Ysnb 113e ocMenunack 661 HOCUTD
3aKOJIKY C AeBATUXBOCTHIM PeHuKCOM? ITO mogapok YsHb Li3e momyyusa cerogHs yTpoM oT bucs,
OYeBHOHO, TaM TOJILKO BOCEMb XBOCTOB... CsiHb @311 ocTaBanach B MOKJIOHE, 00siCh 3aroBOpuTh. OHA
Oonbire He OblIa XOIOOHOM U BEICOKOMEPHOU. [I9 @3l ocMemnuIach HOCUTh 3aK0IKy deHukca,
TI0JIOXKEeHHYI0 TonbKOo MMnepaTpuiie. Ecnu 6b1 iMnepatpuiia Obiyia B IPYTOM ITOJI0KEHUH, OHa OB
paccmesinach U OTMaxHyJach OT 3TOM CUTyalluu, HO Tenmepb VMiepaTrpuila Obljila cepbe3HO 60IbHA U
mpe3upalia TeX, KTO MeuTaJll O ee IOJIOXKEHUH, TEeTepPs ... KaxkeTcs, yTo cama Csiub @311 Toxke Oblna
BOBJIeUEHA B HEMBLICIIUMEIE TTOCTIeicTBUs! MiMmiepaTpuila ycibiana oobsicHenue [13 ®ait 1 9To ele
Oonbie ee pa3o3nuiao. OHa ycMexHynach. He moxupasich, Korga [19 @i 3aKOHYUT, OHA BMeIlIaaach:
- Micxomst 13 Bamux cJioB, BUHOBAT MiMmepartop? bucs xoueT uToOn Bl cTanu Mmnepatpunein?! Yxax
s @it Onina B rHeBe. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, uTo JIu Bait dH uTo-TO ¢ 9TUM caenana. [lInunbka Oblia
M3r0TOBJIEHA M3 BEICOKOKAUYeCTBEHHOT0, MATKOTO 30j10Ta. JIu Baii fH, monKHO OLITh, pa3pennia OguH
13 XBOCTOB IIMHUIBKY Ha [IBa, KOTJa HUKTO He oOpalrasn Ha Hee BHuMaHus! OHa KoneOarnack, 3Hasd,
YTO y Hee HeT HoKa3aTeNnbCTB. Eciu Ovl OHa cKalaa MmnepaTpuile, MmepaTpuilia He TOJIBKO He
noBepusa OBl eif, HO ¥ HaKa3aJja Obl ee 3a JI0XKHOe 00BHHeHue. B rmazax Mmneparpunsl v JIu Bait An
He OBIJIO MPUYMH BMEUIUBAThCS B UX fena. OHa He OblJla HANOXKHUIEH, TaK 3a4eM el OblII0 BpeaUTh
IIs ®a1?! [Taxke ecnu OHa pelnia OTOMCTUTE [9 ®aii 3a TO, YTO Ta OOBHHMIIA €€ B KpaXKe, Kak OHa
MOTJIa 3T0 chefiaTh HeMenieHHO! [Taxe Yxkan 13 @311 Ob1I0 TPYOHO B 3TO 1OBepuTh! [Ipexme yeMm 13
®s1t ycnena oTBeTuTh, Hy I'yanb psimoM ¢ Helt OBICTPO CKa3aja: - MMnepaTpuiia Hau HsH, mmunbka
OblTa IOTepsiHA HeaBHO. KT0-To, momKHO ObITh, uciOpTUl ee! MMmneparpuna Hsau HsH, moxanyicra,
no¥MuTe MeHs npaBunbHO! Cepaue Yxkan [Is @3t ynamo. Yept 661 mobpan 3Ty HauBHyo ATy!
Koreuno ke, UMnepaTtpulia ycMexHyIach: - KTo-1o nognenan ee? 3nech IpefcTaBlIeHb NeCATKY
OBOPLIOBHIX TOPHUYHKIX, HO OflHA M3 HUX BhIHyAUNa [I5 @i HafmeTh 3Ty INUIbKy? Kakoe
HeyBaxeHue?! Bul- ATy co ctoponsl [I3 @311 1 HafeeTeCh MOMOYbL CBOEHM X035IMKe MePEe0XKUTh BUHY
Ha KOTo-TO mpyroro. HempocrtutenbHo! Ee 6poBY MOTHSINCE, KOTMIa OHA IIPUKa3asia: - BeITaumre 3Ty
HarJIylo CIIyKaHKy U 3a0eliTe ee 10 cMepTH 4TOOH 0OHa Gosble HUKOro He Oecrokousna! Cuns Op He
MOTJIa TIOBEPUThL CBOUM YIIIaM U B ITaHUKe ImocMoTperna Ha [13 ®ait. [13 @311 TobKo HeomoOpUTETbHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hee, 0TYET0 ee cepflle ynasno. Kak Takoe Morio cnyduthes? 1o ®aii Bcerpa Obina
6rmarockioHHa, 1 MMnepaTpuila Takxke yBaxkana [13 @sii, moyeMy oHa Obljla Tak pa3bsapeHa cendac...
CuHb Op He MOorJja B 3TO IoBepuTh. JIu Bait dH crmemuia 3a MPOUCXOOSIIAM C YCMEIIKOM Ha rybax.
Boneie Bcero MMnepaTpullia HeHaBuena TOr0, KTO Me4Tall 0 ee MMOoJIoXKeHuu. [103ToMy, BCe 4To
HY2KHO OBIJIO clieNiaTh AaTh MiMIlepaTpulle XOpOIIui IIOBOI ¥ OHA 3Halla, Kak MMmepartpulia
oboiimeTcs ¢ [13 ®ait! ITo npuka3y MMmnepaTpulibl, eBHYXH IIaTHYIU BIepe, a HEKOTOPOe BpeMst
cnycTss Cunb Op Obiyla u3buTa OecuurcieHHOe KOMUUecTBO pa3. LI3i0 ['yHUKY X0Tesa 4TO-TO CKa3aTh,
HO He pelnajach. MiMmnepartpulla BEIIsAAeNa Tak, OyATO X0TejIa KOTro-To youTh, moaromy L3t ['yHIKY
MIOMBITalach CKa3aTh eu: - Myxoy... - Tuxo! OHa He ycIiejla HU4ero ckasaTh, Korga MMnepatpuiia
obopaana ee. B yxace, 1I3t0 ['yHuxky 3amosnyasna. [Toka oHa KoneOanach, Cunb Jp Oblna u3bura o
CMepTH, ucTekast KpoBbio. CuHb Jp Onla [[BOPIIOBOM CITyKaHKOM U3 mpumaHoro s ®ai u
COTIPOBOXKMaja ee B Te4eHue MHOTUX JieT. CKa3aTh, UTO He OBIJI0 HUKAaKUX SMOLMOHAIBHBIX CBI3€i,
Ob1710 OBI JT02Kb10. CuHB Op ¥ JIaHb Jp OBLIM CAMBIMU CIIOCOOHBIMU MToMoIHuUIIamMu 13 @31, u 06e
BHE3aIHO ObIIM IOTEPSIHH B OUH OeHb. UYxkaH [13 @3t Ovlna B yKace, YyBCTBYS, Kak OyOTO ee



IIOTPY3UJIK B XOJIOAHYIO BOOY ¥ OMHOBPEeMEeHHO TolrHunI0. OHa He cMela CMOTPETh Ha UCTEeKaloIun
KpOBbIO TPyl CHHBL Jp U OCTHIBIIYIO IJI0Th. LI310 ['yHUXKY ycTaBUnacs Ha UMmnepaTpully B
HeJoyMeHuH. MnepaTpuila, KOTopas Bcerga Oblyla HEXKHOM, CIIOKOMHOM, IIepo u moOpoi, ceryac
Obla CTOJb XKe KeCcTOKoM u 6eccepmeunoit. Tyo ba YkKaHb X0/I0MHO CMOTpPeT 6e3 MaseHIiero
HaMepeHHUs BMellaThCd U ToM0oYb. OH IIpeKpacHO 3HaJ, YTO KOT[a Ybe-TO M0JI0KEeHNEe 0KaKeTCs MOf
yTpo30#, 000k CTaHET XKECTOKUM U 6e3kKanocTHLIM. UTo [I3 @i mopHsIa 00Uy, morpebeHHyI0
riny6oko B cepate Mmnepartpuusl! ITogcraBunu M3 ®sit unu HeT, BceM OyOeT BCe PaBHO.
ViMmmepaTpuiia ToIbKO 3a00THUIIACh O Pe3yabTaTe 3TOM aKIMK U X0Tesla, YTOOLI BCe 3HAJIU, KTO CTOUT
BHIIIIE BCEX Cpenu LiecTu ABOpLoB! OH He YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO CBsA3aHO C JIu Baui AuH. OH 3HaJ, 4TO
s ®311 npuUMHUI €} Bpe[ paHee, HO OH BCe elle He MOT oBepuTh, 4To JIu Bau 4, Cso ATy, cmorna
IIOHATH CKPLITHIE 4yBCTBa VMIepaTpuLbl ¥ BEI3BATh €€ THEB. HeT, 0OH 0TKa3kIBaJICA B 3TO BepuTh! B
IPOILIEIY pa3 JIu Ba#l dH Moriia 3aMBIIIIATE IPOTUB HETO, TIOTOMY YTO OH ORI HEOCTOPOXKEH, KaK
OHa MOTJIa TOHSTH Aejla BO ABOpIle, Kak OyATO OHU ObUIM B €€ pyKax... 9TO HeBO3MOxKHO! JIuiio
ViMmepaTpuIrsl 3acCThII0, I'yOB! C2Kanuch. Ee rima3a pacmupunuch. OxBaueHHas IPOCTHIO U
HEHaBHUCTHIO, KOTOPHIE MEJIEHHO PAaCIPOCTPaHSAIUACE 110 BCEMY €€ TeJly, IOCTEIleHHO IOTJIoas
KaXAyl 4aCTUYKy pa3yMa. OHa pelnia 4TO 3TO HEIPOCTUTENbHOe npecTynenue! Cuas 9p
CKaTHJIach Ha 3eMJII0, MepTBasi. YeTrIpe eBHyXa OCTaHOBUINCEH, KpOBb CuHDb Jp Obllla BUOHA Ha UX
omexpae. OHM CTOSINIU M XKAanu npruka3a MMmmnepaTtpulibl. Bce 3Hanu, 4TO HacTaHeT odyepenb u [13 Ooii!
11310 'yHUXKY [TOYYBCTBOBaIa CTPaX, KOTOPOTO HUKOTIA PaHbIlle He UCIIHIThIBAIA, 605SCh YBUOETD
6e3KaoCTHOCTh U Oe3yMue Ha HEKOrfa HexXHoM nulle Myxoy. OHa He cMejia TOBOPUTH 3a [13 @3t u
MOTJIa TOJIbKO HaflesAThest, uTo Llu ['s yxke B myTu. HanpskeHue B aTMochepe ObIJIO TaKOe, YTO €CIIH
Obl ymana cepeOpsiHas UTja, BCe MOTJIM YCIIbIIIaTh. BHE3amHO TUIIMHY HAPYIIUIIX PUOIMKaIoIIecs
maru. JIu Baut dH B3rnsHyNIa HaBepx U yBUAena Kak nogomnu Lu Xyauussl 1 MmnepaTop. Tyo ba 1O
npuriacun coga Umnepartopa! O, Uponrus! JIu Bau fAH BcTpetuna MMnepaTopa ABaXKAb 3a OOUH
IeHb, CHa4aja KOTJa OHA CTOJIKHYJIACh C ero BePAUKTOM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3, OH [OJIKeH OB CHIEeTh
CloXa PyKHY ¥ HabmmofaTh 3a AByMs TUTpUllaMU. 3eMJyisg Oblyia TOKPEITa (hapdopoBEIMU OCKOIKAMHU.
JIuno Tyo Ba FO He u3mMeHU0Ck, OH OBICTPO OMYCTHUIICS Ha KoJieHU. JIniio MMIepaTpulisl CTasio
(bHOoIeTOBEIM, APOKAIIUM OT spocTu. CITyKaHKX OBOpLa He IofafepxkuBanu ee. Ee pyka gpoxarna,
KOTZla OHa yKa3ana Ha Tyo Ba FO u yBemieBaa: - Tsl ToXKe X04elllb IIPOCUTH 3a CBOI0 Mydai? Naxe
VimmepaTop OBIT OLIETIOMJIEH €€ arpeCCUBHOCTHI0. OH HUKOTHA He BuAes, YTOOH y Hee OBITIO TaKoe
JIUI0 U C HETOJOBaHKEM CMOTpeJia Ha [IBYX HAJIOXKHMUII, CTOSIINX Ha KoJeHsIX. HanmoxHuIs 6ymyT
HaJIOXKHHULIaMHU U He MOTJIM CcpaBHUTHCA ¢ UMnepaTpuuein.[1] UMnepaTpulia ocTaBagachk PAfOM C HUM
B €T0 CaMble TeMHbIE JHU U ChICpajia BakKHYIO POJIb B €70 BOCXOXK[EHUU Ha TPOH, TaK 4YTO
HMmnepaTpuila Obljia He TOJIBKO €r0 0pUIIMaTbHOM XKEHOM, HO U COIO3HUKOM U ApyroMm! Bums spocTb
WmMnepaTpullsl, oH yxke pemus, 4To YxaH I3 ®ait u Y Caup Osii BuHOBaTH! Tyo Ba O crokoiHo
BCTaJI psifgoM ¢ MMmepartpulied u ckasasr: - Myxoy, omuOka Mydaii pa3zosnua Teds. B mobom
Clydae, CIIOPUThL OyeT KOHTPIPOOYKTUBHO ¥ BPEIHO [IJIS Balllero 3[0PoBbs. [ToxanyicTa, CAabTe,
BBITIENTE YAIlKy Yas ¥ pacciabbTech. Bbl He momKeH U3HYpATh ce0s. MMmIepaTpulla yCMexXHyach U
oTBepHYyJack. UMnepaTop B3TIAHYI Ha [19 O3 1 HaxMypucs: - UTo cny4usiocs? YTo TH CAenana,
yTOOH Pa303nmuTh MMmepatpuily? [IBOpIoBas CilyKaHKa IIPUHECa MIMUIbKY. IMIlepaTop B3TISIHY I
Ha Hee ¥ BCe elle He MOHUMaJ. Torfa OH IIOHSJI, YTO XOTS IIpaBUiia BO OBOPIIe ObIIM CTPOTUMHU, €CIIH
He oOpalaTh Ha HUX 0c000r0 BHUMAHMKS, TO OHU He 3aMeTH/IH Obl 4ero-to momo0Horo. MMnepaTpuiia
3aKphljia JIWIO M 3alljlakasia kano0Ho: - brcs, 3aueM mpofoKaTh UCKaTh Bpauel U TeKapCTBa [AJIs
Ysnup 113e? I1ycTh YaHb 1]3e ckOpo BepHETCS Ha Hebeca, TOra Bbl CMOXKETe ClellaTh KOT0 XOTUTe
Wmnepatputieit! ITotpsicenHsii, UMmnepaTop OBICTPO MMOMOT €¥ IOJHSATHCS: - 3a4€M BB TOBOPUTE 3TO,
VimmepaTpuiia, Korga s Boo01Ie co0upascs CBepruyTh Bac?! ITo 3aK0jKa, KOTOPYyIo 5 man I3 ®ai,
YTO-TO He TaK C Hei? OH 00epHYIICS U MOHSJI, TYT Ke CKa3aB: - JTa IINuIbKa Obl/la YKpageHa
CIIy2KaHKOM IBOPIla paHee, BO3MOXKHO, OHa Obljia MMoAeNlaHa Toraa... Ero nmogo3pexus nepeuuiu K JIu
Baii dH, HO 3TO OBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Kak MOr 4eThHpHaAAaTUIETHUHM PeOEeHOK UMETh YM U MYKECTBO,
4yTOORI creniaTh 3T0! ECu TOBKO KTO-TO BMeIIaICsA MeXAY HUMU U He «OJOJIKUI Yel-TO KUHXKaJl,
yTOOB yOUTH?» OH Tak U MOAyMasl, U ero B3rIsAx ocTaHOBUJCA Ha Y Csaub @sii: - Csaup O3l, moueMy



THI 3aKphifia I'1a3a Ha OpocTymok [13 ®sit? YV Caup O31 3allaHUKOBAa, XOJIOOHBIM ITOT CTEKall 10 Hel,
Y OHa MOKJIOHUJIACk: - brcs, moxkanyicra, ycnokouTech. Ysus LI3e He 3aMeTumna. Mmmeparop
HaxMypuscs. [IpaBuia Bo gBoplle OBIIK CIETYIOUIMMU: Ofiexkaa FMmepaTpuIibl COCTOsIa U3 Habopa
Baii, ogexpnbl 11310 u Habopa [Isu Yait JIu. HaGop Bait 6bl1 yKpalieHueM B popMe ABeHaOIaTH
IIBETOB, CBHCAIOIIUX C 00X CTOPOH T'OJIOBH, U 3aK0JKM OeHuKca ¢ OeBsThio XBocTaMu, Ho [13 ®aii u
Csupb ®3ii MOTJTIM HOCUTH 3aK0nKu PeHrnKca TOIBKO C BOCEMbIO XBocTaMu. [IInunbka OeHrKca KaKuM-
TO 00pa3oM OTpacTHUIIa elle OguH XBocT, U [13 @311 maxe Hocula ee. 3aueM? YTOOBI IPOBEPUTH €T0
oTHoIeHus ¢ UMnepaTputieit? 3goposse MMmepaTtpuilel 0b110 mmoxuM. 19 ®ait u Csaupb O3 1o
odepenu YIpaBiIsiid JBOPLOBEIMU feflaMu. BO3MOXKHO, ¥ HUX OB CKPHITHI MOTUB U OHU
MCII0/Ih30BaIM 3aK0JIKy ®eHnKca, 4TOOH YBULETh €ro peakiiuio. Eciu OBl OH XOTeN CBEPTHYThH €€, OH
OBl TOJIBKO ITOCMESITICS ¥ II03BOJIUJI 3TOMY IIPOiTH 6e3 1IyMa...
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