['nmaBa - 21 TeHs.

- Yemupure croBa cou! I'ocrioga! - 3Byk OapabaHa, yTUXOMUPHUII T'yJT CIIOPHBIN, 3aCTaBUB BaCCasioB
KOPOJI IIOCMOTPETH Ha BIAObIKy 3TUX JIECOB UMIIEPCKUX.

B Tpone cuHeBaTOM CHULEN CTapel CJIeN0BaThY, UTPas PYKOU BO3Jie rjla3 YCTaJIbIX, IBITasiCh HAUTH
BBIXO[I U3 CUTyalllU [1e4asIbHOM, MHOTA CO3bIBas pa3yM, B fesio 3T0. Ho Baccasibl He IIpekpalianu
Oecenbl IETIOTHEIE, MeTasl KOPOJII0 X HEMY, HalTH pellleHUY BepHOH, 4TOO 130eXaTh KOHUKUHEL
HOBOW.

B mporioM ux pacy IpUTECHUIM JIIOH, U3THAB B Jieca 9TH ¥ BOOHI ITyOOKHUeE, a IIPO TOPHI XOJIOJHEIE,
He OBIIO JKeJTaHus TOBOPUTH fHaxke. BoiiHa Ta Oblyla KPOBABOM, 1 MIOTEPH HECTIHCh HEOBIBAJIbIE, HO
Teleph CTapeMIIUHbI, BHIIIM U3 KOMHATH CBOUX, ¥ BOW/S B 3aMOK BIIaILIKM, paccKa3anu Cyon0y
T'PYCTHYIO.

A 3By4anu CJI0Ba THUXMe KaK IIEIOT, BeTpa JIeTHero - [Ipupoma rHeBaeTcs Ha Jiiofei XKagHbIX, U3-3a
KPOBH HEHYKHOH. 3eMJIH IIJIONOTBOPHEIE CTaJIU MYCTHIHHBIMY U IMPOIUTABIINCH KPOBBIO TATKOH,
TIOCTIANTK CTPaXKa BTOporo. [[abbl OH yOUI BCEX CYLIECTB, IBYHOTUX, ¥ HE BaXKHO, JIIOOY 9TO WK
9nbGhbl MaTOYHCIIEHHEIN.

CrapeHImuHbl 3TH 0071aJaid CJIETIOTON POXKIEHHOM CO CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY TTyOOKUMU, TIO3BOJISIOMIUN UM
BUIETH I'ofia ellle He HAaCTYNUBIIKM, U CIIBIILIATH CJIOBA MaTePU MPUPOALL. M BOT U3 THICAUH
JIeTEeHIAPHBIX MaroB OCTAJIMCH ISTh, a IIOCJE T'ofla MPOIIJIOro, TPH.

- Mou cnoBa OblIM pa3yMHHI B TOOBI HE JIIOACKKE, KOTa IIPOCHYJICS CTPaXK IEPBHI,

30JIOTHCTHIM PHIIIAPh ToOBOPsIuii! - CTOSI BO3jIe KOPOJIsi, CTAPUK B 0eI0BaTOM HaKUAKe, HOOABHUII -
BowHBI, He IOKUHYT 3eMJIA 9TH, U pa3 MaTh IIPHUPOJIa, Pellniia UCTPEOUTE Iiofiell MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIX.
Hawm ToXe He yBUOETh MUD TUXUU!

- CoryaceH c mmepBBIM - [IpoxKa U eNu JepKach O1arogaps OCOXY IepPeBIHHOMY, OPYTroi CTapell,
IIPOMOJIBHUJI - BHUOBI TpeKpacHble, He MUHOBAJIM HUYETro KpoMe IIPUPOML! 3eJIeHoN ¥ Hebo CuHeBaToro!
B kapTHHAX CIe3NHUBHIX, He OBITTI0 ¥ I1bGOB... pofa HaIero!

- A 3TO 3HAYMUJIO TOJBKO THUIINMHY XKEJIAaHHYIO - BUHOBHO yIBI0asICh UMIIEPATOPY XMYpPOMY, TpeTeln
CTapUK I10Ka3aJiCsA BO3Jle TPOHA 3TOr0, TOBOPS - MBI He XKaJgHbIE CYIIeCTBa, U He TJIymbe.... A Cjl0oBa
BhIIIIE CKa3aHHBIE, HE MOTYT CTaTh IPUYUHHOM BOMHBI HOBOM, 3a T€HOLU[ OPYTro!

Tuxo cupst, KOpOJb TOXBAJIUI CTapeHIInH CToeTHUX. OH He JII0OUIT CJIOBO «CIIOKOHHOM», HO KaXKIbIi
pa3, KOTfia pa3yM 3aryuiajcs XKeJTaHUusSIMU U TIYIOCThIO APYTOH, MOSIBIISIITUCH OHH. ...

Tepuoru, rpadsl 1 6apoHbl. He MOTTIH YCOMHUTBCS B CJIOBaX CTApeMIIMH BEJIUKUX, BeOb ObLIN yKe
ouIMOKY MPOIIJIbie M OOHOM U3 TJIaBHBIX, CTaIM OllaCeHUS PO Pacy HOBYIO U3 BpaT YepenHbx. Ho B
TEMHOM YaCTH 3ajia 9TOr0, BUIHEIUCH TJIyXue, B cOope 3TOM, CH/Is HeB3PAUYHLIX MECTaX, OHU XKeJlaJiu
BJIaCTH XKaJHOMU, 3aBUAYS KOPOJIIO.



3BOH IIPpO3BEHEN FpOMKPIfI, BEPHYB Pa3yM U3 MHDa MeuTaHuH. [ToCTIBIIIAIKUCE ATk TBEPHOEIE,
IIOKA3aJIKCh PBIIAPH B JIaTaX, CHHEBATEIX, d B PYKadX Y OOHOT'O U3 CTPAXKHHUKOB BEPHEIX, OBLTT CBUTOK
KpaCHOBaThbIe CO CJIOBaMH YE€PHUJIBHBIMHU.

- Kopomb Mo#, s cityra BepHEBIE BALIEMY 30BY TI000MY, ITOJTyYHIT ITOCIIAHUS OT TOHIIA UMIIEPHH «OTHS»
- OoJbIIIe IBAMLATH PHIIAPeN mepzKaliu UIUTH, B PyKaX JIeBHX, B TO BpeMs KaK Med 6JIecTes Bo3Jie
II0siCa CTAJILHOTO.

- Yutai - MaxHyB pyKOU yCTaBIIeW, KOPOJIb 3aTUX, faB 3BE€3OHLIM Yac, PHILIAPIo 3TOMY.

- lla - YOpaB, cuMBOJI 3HAaKOMOW ¥ Pa3BePHYB CBUTOK KPAaCHOBATHIN, PHIIAPh Hayasl YuTaTh - Koposnb
umnepuu «Betpa», B 3eMJISIX CBAIIEHHOT0 jleca, ObUT 3aMedeH 3Bepb HEPAa3yMHEIX Pa3MepPOB AJIs
OUTBH B ONMHOYKY. PHlllapy pa3BeuuKy TOBOPSAT O HOTAX YeTBEPHHIX, O I'la3axX OeJI0BaThHIX, U I'OJI0BE
TPEYTONLHOTO BUAa. Ho 9T0 He riaBHOe, TOPOL HAIIl CTaJl MECTOM OMACHBEIM, I7b(El ObIOT TPEBOTY
MOJISIIIYIO, U 51 OBl XOTeJIa IIOMPOCUTD Bac O ITOMOIIY, B 3alllUTe UX KU3Hel. MIepaTpuila UMIIepun
«OrHsa».

- 410 970 3a nuchbMO Takoe? [loyeMy HeT IpUNUYul, IPUHATHIX? - YAapuB PYKOH II0 CTOJIY, Baccan
IIPOIOJIKUI KpU4aTh - I'ie cimoBa MupHbie? KTo cka3arl, 4To c/ioBa ee, ObIIM BJIACTHHIMU B 3eMJISX
aTUX?

- Kopons, cnoBa uMnepaTpuilbl HOBOM, MOJISIT O IBYX ITpockbax... - He Criblila CJIOB IMIYIBIX, CTPAlleH,
go0OaBui - Ho Hamu BUNEHHU. ..

- [lepBoit OHa TPOCUT, IOMOYb B YOUIMCTBE 3BEPS 3TOT0 - YAAPUB IIOCOXOM II0 I'0JI0OBE KOPOJISi, APYTOH
TUXO CKa3aJsl - Bel, yCHYIHM KOpob? A Kak XXe pa3yMHOCTH?

- Bropoii, uMnepaTpuIla, IIPOCUT O BHIBOJIE HAPOOa CBOETO U3 3eMellb OMACHHIX...

- He ycHyn s, cTapeHlIIuHEL... A TPOCTO 3aKpPHIT I'Mta3a Oonsiue - B3goxHyB, UMIIepaTop fajl OTBET,
Ha BOIIPOCH 3TH - CoOupaeTe apMuI0 BEIUKYIO, IOJHUMaeTe Kopabnu B HeOeca 3T spkue! M ronure
KOHHUILy IPOYb B 3eMJIH Apy3el Hamux! Mbl mpuMeM Bcex rpaxpaaH uMnepuu «OTHs» B MUD HOBBIH!
Y nomozxkeM yOuTh 3Bepst HOBOTO, BO UMSI MUPO HafeKHOro! A mionu OBIIHM, MO30JIIO B I/la3aX MOUX,
HO ¥ OHU IIPUAYT Ha MOMOILb IPOCSIIXN, BEPHO TOHET] TI0ACKOu?

Bce 3aTuxny, 3aMeTUB TEHU BO3JIe BOPOT BXOOHBIX, ¥ YBUMAEB PHILIapel B Ijlallax CKPHITHHIX,
OTJISTHYJIMCh Ha phILAPeH HIUTOBHIX.

- mmepaTop «BeTpa», [ Hac 4eCTh, OBITh 3aMeYeHHBIM BallluMU T'1a3aMu. Ho ga... MBI yKe
TI0CJIa/IN TOHIIOB K C3py JIeoHapay, OT KMeHU ero OTIia... TaK 4YTo JII0OU IIOMOT'YT B OMTBE 9TOM, pagu
o0eIanus NaHHOTO UM...

- Ox, KTO yOun mpyra moero? - C:kaB PyKH 0O CHUJIBI OITACHOM, KOPOJIb Hayasl THEBAThCS, YCIIBIIIAB UMS



CBhIHA IIOJIKOBOOIIA OPYZKHOTO.

- Koponb, Mup 3TOT cien, Kak ¥ Bel. Ho mmocyie OUTBEI 3TOHM, CHIH IIOCTIETHUH, IPUOET B 3€MJIH OTH...
TOTMa, ¥ CIIPOCUTE copa ManpeHa.

- MarnpeHa...

BpemMms urpana Ha pyKy AeMOHY F'OPHOMY, Yachl OphI3Taau IeCKOM, Iyrasi pelllapeil BepHBIX
MMIIepPaTPUIILL. 3ByYaIu TOHKY I'POMKUeE, CIIBIIIAIKUCH ATk gpoxkairue. Y Bo3ne moMoB
pa3pyIlIeHHBIX OBIIN CTOMKHU C 3€/IbsIMU JIe4eOHBIMU.

XpaHunuia uMmnepuu «Orust», OBl TYCTHIHHBIMY ¥ HE UMeJIH 3aIlacoB MPOIIILIX. A BOT B pyKax
BOMHOB OTBAXKHBIX, BUTHEIMCH KOJTOOYKH C XKUIKOCThIO 3€JIEHOBATOM, TaK HAa3hIBAEMOM e TUTEIbHOM
Bomoi. OHM CO3[aBaIKCh O1arogapsi TpaBaM IPUPOIHLIM ¥ UMENTH MHOXKECTBO OIACHHIX 9(p(eKToB.
Ho Konu ropshl 3allaraniy, ¥ 3BepH 3aBhUIM, IPYroro BeiOopa He ObLIO.

- 3eMJIs OPOXKUT MOJ HOTaMU MOUMM... - U K 3al1y TPOHHOMY, UMIIepaTpHlia yBUAea BOMHOB
HAPOMHHBIX U ITOIHSB I'OJIOBY BEICOKO B He0eca, ITpOMOJIBUIIA - S 3HAI0, THl HE IIOKUHYJ TOPOL 3TOT...
MOM IIPHHII...

[ToKHHYB B30p PHIIApei CBOMX, UMIIepaTPHIla 3aMEeTH/Ia BaCCaJIOB IyTaHbX, U CHeJaB BHUJI
0eCIIOKOMCTBa, HallpaBUIACh K MECTY BEJIUKOMY, THIIMHA BeTpeHas OXBaThIBaja (hakesa ropsimiue,
co3maBasi aTMocdepy KOHIIA... KOHIIA BCETO.

- UMmmepaTpwuila, TOHITH OTIPaBIEHHl B UMIIEPUHU ApyKeckue - [lepxka Oymaru, BepHapa o3apun
BACCaJIOB IIPelaHHBIX, BUS [NECSATh U3 ABAALIATH.

- Mou Baccaibl, MOKPHUIUCH BOHOM ITpefaTelbCKOM, a BOMHEI UX Hel, IIociiefioBany 3a HUMU. [IOKHHYB
neca cBsIieHHble - OHa Oblzla B MUpe Iedaliy, ¥ fyMaJja O CJI0BaX AeTCKHUX, TPOM0IKasi TOBOPHUTD,
yTOIlasl B XKeJIaHUSIX BCTPEUHHIX - Ceiiyac Kopabiu HeOecHbIe, He CTOSIT CJIOB TAKUX. A PHILIAPH
paHeHbIe MOIKHbEI CTAaTh ITOCTAEOHUM Py0e:KOM K MUPY HAIlIeMy.

- imM.. iMmiepaTpuila, BOMHOB Y HAC MeHbIIe MUJIIMOHA, ¥ Kopabiei He G0JbIlle COPOKa, @ PaHEeHBIX
u 6e3pykux, ThICSTYM - He crbimia cmoBa BepHapaa, HacUeT el 3TUX MeYalbHbIX, BaCCasl ITPOMOIKUI
- [Ipy3bs HAIIK He MOCIeI0T BOBpeMsI, K OMTBe 9TOH. A CIyrd MUPHbLIE He YMEIOT MTOIb30BaThCS
MeYaMHU OCTPHIMH.

- Baccassl mpefany Hapon BepHble! [TOKUHYIM 3eMJTH POOHEIE, U JaXKe TaK MBI HE MOXKEM IIOKUHYTh
nec npeakoB! [Ipy3bst HAIK IPUAYT, HE TO3MHEH YeM K JIydaM KapKUM, a MBI CTaHEM CTeHOH
BpeMeHHO#! - [lepKa 0CAHKY POBHYIO U IOKa3kIBas I'Ia3a OCTPHIE, UMIIEPATPHIIA, CIIPOCUIA CITYTY
BEPHOT0, BO3JIE IjIeYa - [[eyIlKa, BB HAIIK €T0?



- Het - Ilportu 4achl 9T MUMOJIETHEIE, ¥ He OBIJIO BECTEH OT PHIIJaped IMOMCKOBEIX, a PO JIecC
TEMHBIN U He CTOUJIO MEeTh, IeCHU 3TH.

- Hy 4T0 Xe, BOT ¥ MOCIIHIIIANACH 3BYKU TPEBOXKHEIE, HAM ITOpa. - B3sgB MeY BO37Ie TPOHA
30JI0THCTOTO, UMIIEPATPHIla Iepenasa ero bepHapay, uas K BOPOTaM OTPOMHEIM. KpoBh 1mop HOoramu
ManuHnasl, 671eCTeNU KaK JTy4u TEeTlIbe. ..

- 3a UMIIEPHIO. ..

Kpuky v 3BOH Meuel Ipo3By4yasnu B HeOecax TEMHBIX, 9THX...

- O6emranue? Yro 3a O6pen! Moii oter] MepTB! - BpocuB CBUTOK, MPOYb, JIeOHAP/ OTJISTHYJI BOMHA
TEMHOT'0, TOBOpS - Y TeOs B IIeyax eCcTh rep0d 3HAKOMBIN, HO CKaXK{ MHE CJIyra OTIa, T0YeMy S
LOJIKEH MMOKUHYTh ropof «2Kenes3Hou nenu»?

- bapoH, g criblman, y Bac B IIeHy eCcTh JIeKcus, neBulla Munasi, BepHo? - [lepxka rojoBy HUXKe Ijied
TBEPOBIX, CUIIy3T 3aTHUX.

- EcTb... Ho oTKyZa ThI 3HaelIb 0 Helt? - XMypsch, JleoHapn Hayall IPOKJIMHATE PHIlapei 60ITINBEIX
U Cyxu roHna atoro. OH XkKe BUfeN ria3a Ji000BHEIE, TaK II0UeMy He BEIpBal UX?

- MoxeTe npuBecTHu ee, B 3aJ1 9TOT? - TUX0 CKa3asl BOUH.

- Tep06 Hap pyKaMu TBOMMH, He [laeT IIpaB IPUKa3HEX. Ho 3aueM Tebe HyXkHa Clyra uMnepun «bernoi
po3sl»? - 2Kemnas y3HaTh OOJIbIE O BOMHE 3TOM, BapoH IpuKa3 phIjapio IPUBECTH €e.

- BapoH, B omm6nKCh... OHa He CIyra UMIEPUU 9TOH... [I03BONIbTE TIOOHSATE TOJIOBY TAKEIYIO -
CkasaB Cli0Ba IIOKKPYIOIINE, BOUH CTaJll, npofoiikas - OHa u3 pacs I1b(hoB, ¢3p JleoHaps.

- 9npdrI? JTO... Mogu Takue? W umnepus HoBas? - [lepxka CJI0BO 3TO HEIIOHATHOU [JI HETO B yMe,
BapoH Hayas BCIIOMUHATh KHUTH YUTaHbIE, HO He ObUIO CJIOB TaKUX B HUX.

- BapoH, 9nbdEI 3TO paca gpyras, B 9TOM MHUPeE XKUBYT O0JIbIlle MSATH Pac Pa3HBIX, HAYKWHAs OT Hac
JI0fle, ¥ 3aKaH4YuBas 3BEPbMU JIECHBIMU - CJIbIlIa 1Iary 3a CIIMHOW, BOMH CKa3all - [[0 MosSBIeHUS
JIIOOEeH B 3TO MHPe KPAaCHOM, TJIaBHEIMHU OBITH DNIbQBI, TOX0XKKE Ha JTIONEeH.

- beiu? Tak, a mocne 4to 661107 KTO X cBepr? - Bups nnaTte 6e10CHE)KHOe U PyKU HUXKe TPYTIH,
JleoHapyn HaXMypUJICA CEB Ha TPOH TBePOHIY, YOOOHee.



- BoitHa BapoH, Oblnia BejIuKas [EeCSTH JIeTHSS BOWHA, TfIe JTIoau ObUIH (paBOPUTAMHU... A BOT OHA OfIHA
13 fmouyepen OBIBIIET0 UMIlepaTopa, uMmepun «OTHs» - [IOKJTOHUBIIKUCH JIEKCHY, BOUH, 0OBSICHUT
HapS[ JaMbl - MBI KYIIUIJIA 9TO IIJIATS, ¥ BOT IOCJIEIHKUE CJI0BA OTIIa Bamero «JIeKcus mo4b Apyra
MO€ero, He 4eJI0BeYeCKOTI0, MOJI?KHA IIPUHSTL ChIHA MOET'0 BTOPOTO B MYXKbs, ITPOITy TEHE... HE
3a0yns...» KxM, Hy ipocTuTe JleoHapy, HO BTOPYIO YacThb CJIOB, BaM €llle PaHO CIIbIIIATD.

- 4... 1 mONXHa CTaTh XKeHOU 4YenioBeKa? - JIeKCHs He ITOHKMMaJa, I0YeMy B HOYU TEMHOH, ee
HACHJILHO YBEeJIU B KOMHATY 0eJI0CHEXKHYIO0, U ITepeoieB laMy, C paHaMHU PAa3HBIMU, IIOTIPOCUITHA BOUTHU
B 3aJ1 KOPOJEH.

- Jlekcus mo4yb UMIIepaTOpa IOKOWHOTO, Balllk 3eMJIM ceidac apoxaT. OT 4eMOHOB OIIaCHLIX U3
3eMellb TEMHBIX. M cecTpa Ballla, Myajlias, CJIeno CTOAT BO3Jle BparoB KPOBaBEIX, XKejlast CMePTH 3a
rpexu HeBUHHBIE! - [[epXkKa 0CaHKY XPYIKYI0, BOUH 3aTHUX.

- 4ro0... cectpa Manuuga? YTo ciaydunach C 3eMJISIMU OTI@, OTKY[a BBI CIIBIIIAJIN CIIyXU Takue... HeT
s monxkHa untu! - [TogHsB 0OI0, TIaTs OAIUHHOTO, Jlekcus mobexkasa K BopotaM 3TuM. Ho Onina
OCTaHOBJIEHa BOMHAMU TEMHBIMU, IPOJOJIXKasA KpudaTh - [Iponyctute MeHs! Bbl nmiogu rHycHBIE, MOS
CecTpa... OHa He 3HAET CJIOB TBEPMHIX... U... ¥ Baccajibl TafkKue, MOTYT YOUTE ee.

- Jlekcus UCTUHHAS HaCIeOHUIA 3eMeJIb JIECHBIX, IIPOIIY YCIOKOUTHCS. Hallli BOMHE yKe CIIeTsaT 3a
IaMo¥ HaWBHOH, ¥ TOTOBEI B YaC OIIACHOCTH CIIAacTH ee - KuBas BouHaM, TeHb, mobaBuia - U erne, oHa
IeBa riymnas BiI0OKUIach B 4ejioBeKa 0e3 YyBCTB TIOOHIX. ..

- A.. uTo BH cKa3anu! OHa Bmiobunack B 4yemoBeka? Kak Takoe BO3MOKHO BooO1le. Pa3Be nmogu MOTiu
IIPOHUKHYTE B ropof 310T? A Baprep? - 3agpoxas, Jlekcus Halllla BEIXOM, TEMHBIU... TOBOpA - A...4
TOTOBH CTaTh KeHou Capa JleoHapga... Ho cnacute Hapon mou! IIpomy Bac...

YyBcTBa OMIM B TOJIOBY MUJION [UBHI, HE BUIS BEIXOOB APYyTruX. M cioBa prIllaps MIOACKOT0 OUld Kak
IpoOBa, MOAOPOIIIEHHEIE B KOCTED IbITAONINN. A cecTpa PofHasi, U3 TOM Ke KPOBH, UTO U OHA, CTala
IOC/IefHeN Kalyiel nemnma kunsmero. OHa JIUInnIach 9MOIUY B IJleHy bapoHa, mpoiia Yyepes
CTpaJaHus afCKUM ¥ ITPOJIUB CJIe3Hl 10 KAIlJIU II0C/IefHel, 3a0blyI0 0 HUX, Ha BeKa HOBHIM. Ho cecTpa,
3TO CJIOBO BEpHYJIA I'/la3a ee U3 TyMaHa IevyaibHOro.

- Yemoeka? Twl Ipo... - [Ipoxka, JIeoHapa Havyas CIIyCKaThCA I10 JIECTHUIIAM CKOJIb3KUM, He Beps
yIIaM.

- Ta BapoH, MarsnpeH OBITT B TOPOe UMIIEPUHU 3TOH...

- Xa-xa-xa, Boun! 3BOHU B KOJIOKOJI CBSIIIEHHBIN, COOMPAil pHIlapei BCcexX 0 MocaeqHero!
[ToguuMatiTe sikops Kopabmeit! U ma B myTh 9TOT! - IIpoiinst Bo3ne TeHu, JIeoHapa BCTal B METPE OT
[aMbl CJIe3IMBOM, TOBOPS - [ToKaXKeIs JOpory B MUP 3TOT?

- I1...I1... KoreuyHno bapon - Ctupas cie3sl Monsaimue, JIeKcus moiia ciegoM 3a JIeoHapaoM,
nepkKach JIEBEU.



- ManpeH ceiH HeOeC 3TUX, U... A, BIpOYEM, OHU ¥ IIPaBAa IMOAXOAAT APYT OAPYTy - CMOTpS B CIIMHY
BapoHa 1 ero xXeHbl BEPHOH, TeHb YIBIOHYIaCh CKPHIBIIKCH B YI'OJIKAX HETTOHSATHBIX.

ApMuY BacCasioB IOMIPOIIAIUCh C BparaMu CKPBITHBIME, ¥ Pa3[eIuBIINCh, IIOCIeI0BaTH 3a
MMIIePaTOPOM. B 3eMJIsx 102KHBIX BOLIAapHUIach TUIMHA BpeMeHHast, a KHsI3b HOBHIM CTOSITT B IIEHTPE
3aja IyCcToro, XMypsich. Ero rnasa yietany o fociiexaM 3HaKOMbIM, He Bepsi JIUIY CTapoMy.

- Baur oTen gan KJISITBY POOHYIO, U IOCKOJIBKY BEL ChIH €r0, KHs3b... - CTOS B AT MeTpax OT
phillapeil Mapuyca, TeHb 3aTUXIIA.

- Oter; roBOpUII MHE PO TebsI, TeHb NMOACKYI0. Ho TH ¥ mpaBha HeYTo... A 4TO 3a KJATBa 9Ta Oblyia? -
[Tpuka3aB BOMHAM OMYCTUTh Meuu, KHsI3b 3aMOJIK.

- Tomel onacHsle B Tecax « COBUHBIX», HE MPOILIJIY, B IYCTYIO, ¥ B MOJIOIOCTH JIF0OOBHOM, Balll OTel]
BCTPETHJI KOPOJIs uMnepuu «BeTpa» 1 3a Me4 3TOT - YKa3aB Ha I0SIC I0HOIIH, f06aBuUI - Oajl KJISTBY
aty. [Ipo ycnyry ogHy 4 3alUTy OT JI0fe, UMIepuu «fActped».

BepHOCTb OBIII0O KICTHHOM B CJIOBAX TEHeU, OHU CJIEJOBAJIU IIPpHKa3aM OTLla U HE MOTI'JIM MEHATH CMBICJI
CJIOB CKa3aHHBIX. HOCKOJ'H:)KY He OBII0 Y HUX T€JI TAKOBHIX X Ppa3yMa JIIOJCKOTI' 0.

- CKonbKo Tebe ocTanoch TeHb? §1 OBUI B JEHb TBOET'O POXKIAEHUS BO3JIE 0TI, HO Temeph 0e3 KU3HU
€r0... THl YMpeIb... - CHJIy CyIIeCTBOBaHUS, TEHU 3TH, 6pasiu OT co3maTesis, U pa3 OH YMeED, TO ¥ UM
0CTaJIOCh HEMIONTO...

- Mensie Tpex aHer KHsa3b. Ho 9TOr0 BpeMeHU MHE ¥ MOUM OpaThsiM [0IKHO XBATUTH, YTOOHI
BBITIOJIHUTD IIOPYYEHMST OCTaBJIEHHbIE CO3/IaTeIEM HalluM. A 4To KacaeTcs obemanusi, KHsA3b 5
IIOJIYYUJI CJIyX OT CJIyTU IaTOU. MaspeH noka3ascs Bo3jie ropoga umnepuu «Orusa», ¢ apMuen. ..

- Manpen? OH B ropope 3ToM? ['0BOpH, KaK IONacTh MHE B 3eMJIM TaKOBhIE? - UyTh /1M He
HaOPOCUBIIKCH Ha CIYTy 0TI, Mapuyc BepHYJI CMUPEHHOCTh, 3aMOJIUaB.

- YMHO KH$3B, €CNu BB IIPUKOCHETECH K TeJly 3TOMY, HOFI/IGHeTe, MEHA OTPaBHUIIN AO00M CTPaHHBIM U
BOT Pe3ynbTaT, Xa-Xd... BocTtountblie nec... BOT u Bce - CKa3aB 3T C/I0Ba, TEHb HCYe37Ia U3 3aja
TEMHOI'0, OCTaBHB TEMHOBATHIN TyMaH...

- LIepKOBb... - 3Has HECKOJIbKUX OXOTHUKOB I[ePKOBHBIX, Mapuyc MprKa3aj BaccajaM 3abUTh TOHTH
TPOMKHE, ¥ TIOCJIeN0BATh 3a HUM B 00¥ HOBBIM.



ApMI/II/I OBUTAJIMCh K OOMHOMY I'OpOAy ropsAamieMy, BOUMHEBI HepPZKaJIkd TOPOOCTE KOPOJIA CBOETr0, a IITUITEL
CJIeJoBaJik K o0akaM OeJI0BATHIM... MI/Ip 9TOT Ha4aJl OKYTHIBATECA ClieJaMH TEMHBIMH, IIPDO3BY4Yalln
C710Ba HEOECHBIE O HOBHIX JIeTeHOaX, U BOT KaK 3By4YaJli OHH.

«['poM 03apuT BOPOTa TEMHEIE, 3aTOPSTCS T'JIa3a BeJIUKUE U ¢ HeOec MOKaXKyTCs JTydd SpKue,
HACTOJIBKO, YTO JIF000# CYIIeCTBO IOTHSBIIEH I'Ia3a BHIIIE IePeBbeB OTPOMHEIX, OCJIEIIHYT OT
Oenu3HE Takoe. W u3 Bcex Nofed B MUPE 3TOM, TOJILKO OeCSATh U30paHHBIX HEOBIBAION CHUIIOH,
CMOTYT IOTHSTLCS K JIy4aM KeJITOBAThIM. M MpUHSATH OUTBY 3a TUTYJ YHUKAJIBHBIMH. .. »

KHuru mapfanu ¢ moJjioK CTEHHBIX, MEYH TPEeIajyd 3BOHAaMU LIYMHBIMU, ¥ TOPTOBLEI TPOOABaIA
IOCIIeXu moporue. MaTepu IPOBOKAIN CHIHOBEH CMA3/IUBLIX, BU/IS HOCIIEXH 3TH, a B HUX JIUIlA
cepbesHble. OTIIH YIBEIOANIKUCE ¥ KpUYaIK YOUTh KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIlIe CYIIECTB Pa3HBIX, Ia, TOIOPOXKeE,
YTOOB! KYIIUTh JJOM HOBBIM ¥ OKYIIUTH JIaT€ MOPOTHE.

A BOT 3BE€PHU He CIIeINJIN K 6010 TocjaenHel, MedJIeHHO ciefds 3a PEILIAPAMU PA3HBIMU, OHH
IIPOAOJIZKAJIX XOOUTE B JIeCaX I'YCTRIX OKHUOasA CUILY HeﬁBIBaTIYIO " BEJIUKVYIO...

- Ia, Bcex meTel cTapiue BoceMHannatu jet! 1 umy B 60# nocnemuuii! M MHe HYXKHBI BOUHEI JTI00BIE!
- OcMmaTpuBas Komnbe, JIeoHapA nprukKa3al yCKOPUTHCS.

Fopon TpeMell Kak B oCaje HpOH.IJ'IOfI, OBIM BBIXOOWJI U3 CTEH 3alllUTHEIX, ¥ 3BYy4YaJIM KDUKHN
IedajibHbi€, CMOTPA Ha pLIuapeﬁ elIe 3€JIEHLIX. Ha60p B JIETHOHEI, ITPO3BYy4YaJl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
Ha3a[l, da YXe KOpa6J'II/I TdK He IBE U HE TPH, d OEeCATb OBLITH 3a0UTEI PEIIAPAMHA TIOOCKUMU.

Bce xoTenu moy4uTh CIAaBY U NMOYET, Ia TaKylo, 4YTOO cTaTh bapoOHOM B XyALIEM CIy4aH...
CTpaXXHUKM 3eBajiv, 3Has HPaBHl MOJIOOIX. HO KO¥ Mpo3ByYasy IPUKa3kl 9TH, UM IPUAETCS
3alMIATh UX, OT OUIMOO0K CMEPTEIbHBIX.

Jliomu He 3HAJM MTPOTUB KOT'0 OHU IIUIH, ¥ KAaKOTr0 IeMoHa Hebeca Mpu3Baau B MUpP 3TOT. KpoBb
IIPOLIIBIX BOMH HE BUIHEIMCH B TOJI0BaX HOBUYKOB. Ho axke Tak, 3Bepei JIECHBEIX OBIJI0O HECKOJIBKO...
A mioped, Tak ele He OMBITHBIX...

Jlekcusi cufesna B KOMHATe THXOM, CJIBIIIA KPUKK PAgoCTH, He Beps B ofel aTux. OHa Oblna
POXKIeHa B MUpe IPYroM, ITie He JOBePSIU JTIOASIM. A YCIIBIIIAB OT CJIOB PHIIAPS TEMHOTO, IIPO
m000Bb CECTPH HAUBHOM, €M 3aX0TEIOCh IOIIPOCUTH ee, UTOOH! Y3HATh IIOOPOOHOCTH.

- JIromu He BUOEHN 3Bepe171 OTIACHEIX ¥ He ObIIH B 005X medanbHbIX. Ho cuna Bomu Y HUX HE IIPOCTad, a
BeJIMKas, UMIIepaTpula - [TossBUBIINCE B KOMHATe 9TOM, TEHb IIPpOOOJIZKHUJIA - Baiia CeCTpa TepdeT
Pa3yM JIOTUYHEBIE, X IIPOCUT IOHOIITY, IIOMOYb en.



- KTo on? Kak 3aBmafen cepalueM cecTprl? - Bctas JIekcusi, 3acCMOTpenach B MyCTOTY, He BUOS BOMHA
3TOrO.

- 3BaTh ero ManmpeHoM BeJIMKKM, XOTsI CII0BO «Benukue», He 3BYYUT B yCTax moackux. Ho B
Hebecax...

- Manpen? Kaxk oH 3aBjiafiesn feBu4beM, cepalueM cecTprl? - Oxupnas JleoHapga, Jlekcus 3axoTena,
HAWUTHA BOMHA 3TOTO, HO...

- U3-3a cioB...

- Kakux? TeMHbIM TyMaH? - Bugsa TymMaH TeMHOBaTHM, JIeKCHUS TPOOOIKKIIa KPU4YaTh, 0KKas CJIOB
BOMHA CTPaHHOTO.

- HeGeca moroT cjioBaMu TI000BHBEIMH, BUOHEI CJIE3EI CTPAHHEIE... X 3TO... - CTapeu cupgeil Bo3jie
Inemepnt TeMHOM, ynuTas o0jakKa OejioBaThle, TroBOpPA - ManbyuK, BpeMsd TBO€ IIPUIIIIO...

XpycT cyxux mayoK GPOCHUINCH B YIIIM CTapUKa KakK 3BOH KOHIIA, IIOBEPHYBIINCEH Ha3a/ OH IIPU3Bal
KallJIK IIJTaMeHH, ¥ HallpaBUB Ha 3Bepell IeMOHUYECKUX Hayasl OUTRBY...

Boe 6ecun Hapon ummepun "OrHs", HO elrle paHO ObIJIO 3aCHIIaTh, HOYb 3TA CTAHET HaYaioM HOBOU
JKU3HY BEJIUKOU, @ MOXKET U KOHIIOM BCETO.

B rope BenuKOM BUTHEJICS CHIIy3T CTAPUHHEIN C IIOCOXOM B PYKe APYTOM, a BO3JIe IJIeY OPOKalluX
KPYXKUJIUCh OYIIM OTHEHHEIE. U BOT pas - MOgHSAI PYKY J€BYI0, YOUB leMOHa 3BEPUHOTO, [Ba -
IIpUKa3aB Kalljle CKe4Yb BTOPOTO, CTapel] yIas Ha KOJIEHH, CMOTPS B I'Jla3a KpaCHOBAThbIe U BUMS
KJILIKY TIOCTIETHUE.

- KoHelr Moii mpuiiiest B Ok IJIOXHE, 9X.. A Befib s cTapeiinuHa uMmnepuu «Orus»... Ho...

He gaB Onbdy, 3aKOHUUT CJI0BA, 3B€PU HAOPOCUIUCH Ha HETO, HayaB IIUP CHITHHIM U BKYCHBIH, HY U
BOT IIpHUIIEJ KOHEI] IIOCIegHEMY MyOpeLy B 3eMJIAX 3THUX, & 3a HUM U IOCJIBIILIANINCE MUIeHUST
3BEpPHUHELIE.

MaHpeH BHUOEII TOPOO Imepen ria3aMu IMyCTeIMK, CMOTPEII Ha LIBE€TA PA3HEIE, y'JIbI6a${CB CJIN3UCTBIMU
KallJIsIMHU. qYBCTBO PadoCTH U XKeJlaHKe 3By4YaJld B I'OJIOBE IOHOM, IIyTasd KHUT'Y THXYIO. Ona cneguna
3a HUM BCe 3TO BpPeM, 1 HE MOT'JId IIOBJIUATE HA Y30PEHI 3TH. PYKI/I APO02KaJir, CJIBIIIA I'0JI0Ca
HEIIOHsATHEIE.



- §l.. 1 moTepsi 3TO BCe, BepHO? Pamu cusbl TBoeU? - Buas BCce 3TO CHHEBATHIMU I'/la3aMu, MasnpeH
IIPDOOJIXKUII JIUTH CJIE3HL.

- [a, 1 mapoBasna Tebe CUIy TEMHYIO, & B3aMeH OTHSJIA... AYIIY... - [0JI0C KHUTY 3By4asl He B IOJI0Be
MajbyrKa Ha 3TOT pas, a 3a HUM...

- 3Ha4uT, 51 60JblIE HEe MOTY ITOYYBCTBOBATh PAIOCTh U Neyvanb? - [loBepHYyBIINCEH Ha3an, ManpeH
yBUJETI IEeBYIIKY JIeT ABaAllaTy B TEMHOM IIIaTe OO KOJIeH, M HaKUKo# OeoBaTol.

- TBost... ma - Kycas ry0Orl, KHUTa He ITOHKHMaJla, I04eMy CTOsijIa Itepen MampeHoM, BUOS CJIe3kl eT0 U
r7a3a BOOSHUCTHIE. [IyMas, « ¢ He moyKHa OblyIa IOKA3BkIBAThCS €MY... HO KaK».

- [Touemy ThI 3a0pana uxX y MeHs - ['0BOpSI TUXUM IIeTIoTOM, MasnpeH cupocun - Pagu Mectu?

- He.... CerogHs, Tl BUfen OyIIy 30JI0TYyI0 BepHO? - CMEHUB TEMY OIlaCHYI0, OHa MpoMoJBUia - Ecnu
THI BIIUTAEIIL €€, TO...

Ho meBwuila, 3agpoxarna, yBUEB PYKy MaJibyuKa Iepeq rila3aMyi CBOUMH, ¥ 3aM0OJT4aB HUYETO, He
cKka3asia. Mup uino30pHble ObUI IOJTHOCTHIO BO BlafleHUsIX ManpeHa, ¥ 3aKOHEHI 3[IeCh IepKaJluCh Ha
JKeJlaHUAX I0HIa 3TOTO.

A cam MaﬂpeH, IIOIIEeJI 110 JOPOXKKE IIBIJIBHOM MCKaTh IIPUKIIIOYEHU A Ha OYIITYy MOJIOOYIO, B€PA B CHUJIBL
CBOH... ¥ XKeJjlasd U3YUYUTh MUD 3TOT.

- Ot! Te eme kTo Takou? YTo 3mecs 3a05L1 I0HOIIA?

Ho cpenaB mar, MaipeH 3aMep, YCIHIIAB CI0Ba TPOMKYe, ¥ YBUIEB BOMHOB C TOTIOPaM¥ B PyKaX, B
IIIeCTH MeTpax OT cels.

- Ber MHE? - YKa3aB Ha cebs ManpeH, cupocui. KoHeuHo, HTIOCTPAIMU 3T OBIIN BHIMBIIITIEHHEIMU
U..

- A xomy xe emie? Tsl BUAUIID OPYTOro MajbyuKa Bo3je cebs? - CMesich, BouH, qo0aBui - Tak Maelr,
He CTOM BO3Jie JOPOTHY 9TOM... 3HAEIIb U 30eCh CKauyT JIOIIaAy OaCHBIE, CO CKOPOCTHIO IO
MUJUIAOH... U MOTYT HEHAPOKOM, yOUTh TeOH. ..

- Bol MHE? - MefiyieHHO TOCMOTPEB Ha fflaMy B TeMHOM, MaipeH BepHy/ B3I/ Ha BOUHA,
IIePeCIPOCHB.

-Yro? y TeOs miacTuHa 3aena? '0BOPIO, KOHYU 3[€Ch CKa4dyT, ¥ €CJIU IO KOIIBITa MTOMafembCs. .
TIOCJIeyelb 3a IpafeiloM CBOUM - CIIbIllIa CKaKyHOB BEPHBIX, BOMH 3aKpHyal - A Hy OBICTPO YHOH C
TPOIIUHKYU 3TOM!



http://tl.rulate.ru/book/44877/1104066



