I'maBa 18.

- Hy, nouemy On1 TeOe He IIepeoneTrCs B 9T0? - CTOS II03aau IINPMEI, 2KE€HIITNHA IIPOTAHYJIa EKO
MnXKamy. - THI 2Ke 0CTaHEIILCS Ha HOYb, BepHO? MozKelllb HOCUTD 3TO [0 IIOPEI 4O BPEMEHH.

Exo 671aromapHo MOK/IOHUIACK.

JKeHIuHa BCAYECKHU MEITANACh YTEIINTh BCE ellé 3allakaHHylo Exo. OHa IpUroTOBKIa PHCOBYIO
Kalry ¢ 606aMu a3yKH, 3aTeM OHa HaGpasa BaHHY ropsdeil BOsL, 4T00b EXKO CMOT/Ia IIOMBITHCS.
VTONUB CBOIL ONTHIT MyYUTENIbHEI roof, Exo 3a6panack B ropsuyio Boy. IlepeoeBIIich B YUCTYIO
IMKaMy, OHAa HaKOHeIl-TO BHOBb ITIOYYBCTBOBasia ce0s1 YEJIOBEKOM.

- 51 oueHb, OueHb GarofapHa BaM 3a BCE, 4TO BHI CAeNalH, - EKO BHIUIA H3-3a IUPMEL X BHOBb
IIOKJIOHUJIACh JXEHIMHe, KOTOopas YTO-TO [eJlajia OKOJIO BaHHHL. - [IpOCTUTEe MeHs 3a BCE.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA MBITAIaCh 000KPACTh 9Ty XKEHIIUHY. PaccMOTpeB eé mobuKe, OHa YBUMENa,
YTO Y XKEHIIUHb OBUIH ToNTy0Oble TIa3a. B3risy XKeHIIUHEl CMSITYKIICS ¥ OHA PACCMesiiach.

- O, He BonHYyMCS 00 3TOM, OCTAaBUM BCE KakK ecTb. [IoKyIIal, moka efia elne Témnas. M eme Bor,
BBITIEH 3TO, 9TO TIOMOXKET TeOe YCHYTh. § yKe mMpUrotopusa tebe mocTeb.

- U3Bunure.

- 41 Ke cka3aja, HU4YEro CTpamrHoro. TE He TPOTUB, €CNU g yOepy 9TOT TBOM Meu? MHe HEyIOTHO
HAXOMUTHCS PSIAOM C HUM.

- IIa, mpocTHUTE emie pas.

-0, Tebe He3aueM IIPOAOJIZKATh NU3BUHATHCA. WU, kcTaTu, TH OO CUX IIOp HEe CKa3adJid, KdK Tebs 30BYT.

- Exo HakamxumMa.

- V KaliKIKy TaKie CMeIIHble UMeHa. MoxeIb 3BaTh MeHs TaKKH, - XKeHIIIHa IpoTsaHya Eko
YalIKy.

- A KaK IHIIeTCs Balle uMs? - cupocuna Exo, B3sB eé.

Takku HapuCcoBaia ePOrTH(E «TOCTUKEHHME», Tally, U «CIIyKaHKa», KU, TAJIbIIeM Ha CTOJIe.



- Utax, Exo. TH HalpaBiselbcs B KAKOE-TO KOHKPETHOE MeCTO?

- Her, He To uTO OHI, - MOKayasia rojoBoi Fxo. - TaKKK-CaH, BBl CIIBIIIAM O YeJI0OBeKe M0 UMEHHU
Koiiku?

- Koniku? He 3Halo HUKOTO C TaKUM UMeHeM. ThI UIlels ee?

- Ia.

- OTkypma oH pomom? U3 Ko?

- Bcé 4To 51 3Hal0, 3TO YTO OH M3 9TOT0 MHpA.

- OTUX CBeJeHUH SIBHO HEIOCTATOYHO, - OTBETUIIA TaKKH, TEPIENIUBO YILIOHYBIINUCH. - Tebe HyKHO
y3HAThb XOTs OBl U3 KAKOTO OH KOPOJIEBCTBA U MPOBUHIIKHU. [la ¥ TO 3TO OYAET MOMCKOM UTOJIKH B CTOTE
CeHa.

- Teno B TOM, 4TO s COBEPLIEHHO HUYEro He 3Hak 00 9TOM MHUpe, - EKO MOHypHUIIa royoBy.

- 4 yxe noHsna, - TakKKU ITOCTaBUJIa YallIKy Ha CTOJ. - MBI HAXOOUMCS B OOHOM M3 IBeHAIIaTH
KOPOJIEBCTB. A TOUHEE, B IOTO-BOCTOYHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, KOpojieBcTBe Ko.

Exo xuBHyTA.

- A cosnHIle 30ech BCTAaéT Ha BOCTOKE?

- Koneuno xe. Mbl HaxoguMCs B BOCTOYHOM YacTu Ko, oHa Ha3riBaeTcs ['oco. Ha ceBepe oTciofa, B
OEeCSTH MHSIX XOObObI, HAXOOSTCS IOPHI, 3a HUMHU pacIiojaraeTcs KoponercTBo Kaii. BocTouHee Hac,
Ha nobepexkbe, HaxoguTcs Xaipo. Eciu TH MOUAEN 110 TJIaBHOM [opore, TH JOMAEIIb JOTYAA 3a
[ISITh OHEH.

EKO MOCTeneHHO HAYMHAJIA TIOHUMATh MHOTHE MOMEHTHI, Ka3aBIINECS eH 10 3TOr0 3aramgKou.
[TocTenmeHHO OHa OCO3HABAsA, YTO 9TO AEMCTBUTENIBHO OBIIT OTHETLHEIN MUP.

- Hackomnbko Benuko Ko?

Taxkku 3afiymManachk, cjierka CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY.

- Hackonbko BenuKoO, crpairBaelns?.. Hy-y-y, oT caMoi BOCTOYHOM TO4YKM KO 10 caMoy 3amagHOu,
THI OyHelb UATH TOe-TO TPU Mecsia.



- Tak monro?! - BocknukHyma Exo, mupoko pacnaxHys riasa. Oza cna6o npefcTasisna cebe, 9To
3HAYMT UATH CTOJILKO BpeMeHu. Ho OHa moHMMara, 4TO 9TO Kyfa MaciuTabHee BCeTo, YTO OHa cebe
IIpefCTaBIsIa.

- Ila, Tak gonro. MoxeT OBIT, 3TO HEe TaK yXK ¥ MHOTO, HO Ko BCé-Taku KOpoJieBCTBO. M c ceBepa Ha
10T OHO IIPOCTUPAETCS NIPUMEPHO HACTOJIBKO XKe. Ho, MOCKONIBKY OT APYTUX KOPOJIEBCTB HAC
OTHeNsioT b0 ropkl, 1ubo MOps, MyTelleCTBUE B COCENHEE KOPOJIEBCTBO 3alMET y TeOs IIOYTH
YeThIpe Mecsla.

- U Bce mBeHA/IaTh KOPOJIEBCTB. ..

- BepHo.

Exo 3aKphina rnasa. B eé ronose aTOT MUp IPeCTaBIANCT MaleHbKIM, ToRo0Ho cany. Kak oHa
moyKHa OblTa UCKATh YeJIoBeKa B TAKOM OIPOMHOM MecCTe, Ha TaKo# 0OUIMPHOM TeppuTopun? Y Heé
He OBIJI0O HM eMHOM MOACKa3Ky, KpoMe uMeHu «Karku». YToOw 0001 TH BCe IBEHAMALATh KOPOJIEBCTB
el ToOHagoOUTCSI YeThIpe rofa.

- A uTO 3a uenoBeK 3TOT Konku?

- 4... 4 "e 3Haw. HaBepHOe, OH TAaKOM XKe, KakK BCe Moau 30ech. OH IPUTAIIWI MEHS CIofa.

- ITpurtamun Teds cioma?

- Ia.

- Hy, 9T0 4TO-TO HOBEHBKOE, - TAaKKU SBHO OBIJIa YIUBIIEHA.

- 9TO HE HOPMANIbHO?

- {1 HeMHOr0 3Hal0 0 TaKUX Belllax, - HATAHYTO YJIBI6H}7BH.II/ICB, oTBeTusa Takku. - Hosu o KafIKHKy
HEMHOTI0 3Hai0. Bac penKo MOXKHO BCTPETUTE B 3TUX MECTaXx.

- 9 He 3HaJa 9TOTO, - OTBETHNA EKO.

- Hy ma. B mo6oM ciy4dae, Bpsif i OH OOBIYHEBIN 4entoBeK. OOBIYHBIM YeJI0BEK He CMOT Obl MPUTAIIUTH
TeOs cioma. OH mu6o 6or, M160 GecCMepPTHBHIH, 100, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTyEMOH.

Exo He cBomuia B3rnszna ¢ TakKy, Ta JIMIIb VILIOHYIACS.

- OOBIYHBEIM YeJIOBEK He CMOXKET HHU II0IacTh B Xopai, HY MPUTAIIUTh OTTYya KOTo-Tu00. A ecliy 3T0



He OBIJT HOpMaIbHBEIY YeJIOBeK, TO 3HAUYHUT, 9T0 1160 GeccMepTHEIN, 1160 €Ma.

- 41 3Hama, 4TO CyLIEeCTBYIOT éMa, HO O0TU U 6eCCMEPTHEHIE?..

- Ila, OHU TOXKe CyaIieCTBYIOT. Ho onu ZKHUBYT B MUDP€ HaO HaMHU, BOAJIEKE OT IIPOCTHIX monen. OHu
PedKo CIIyCKalTCAd K HaM CHO[a.

- Hag samu?

- Hap He6oM. Ho 9TO He 03Ha4aeT, UTO BHU3Y HE CYIIecTByeT OeccMepTHHIX. Ho Bce oHH, OT
IIpaBUTENEH 00 r'y0OepHATOPOB MMPOBUHIIMM, XKUBYT Haf HebecaMu.

YBumes, 4To EKO 03aJa49Y€HHO HAKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY, Takky, YHBIGHYBHII/ICB, IIPpUHAIIACH 00BSICHSTh:

- ¥ Kaxko# U3 IPOBUHIMM €CTh CBOYM I'yOepHaTOp. Mbl HaXOAUMCS B IPOBUHLIKU [I3KYH, KOTOPOH
npaBut rybeprartop [xyH. OH MpaBUT 0 Bojie KOpossi. OObIYHEIE JTIOOU He MOTYT OBITh
rybepHaTOpaMy IIPOBUHIMM. Y BCeX HUX €CTh HeOObIUHEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, ¥ OHM HUKOTZa He CTapeloT.
OHu, onpenenexHo, TIOOU He U3 3TOr0 MHUpa.

- NaTepecnHo, Koliku OOWH U3 HUX?

- Bo3aMoxHoO.

- Pa3 yxk MBI 3aroBopuinu o0 6ecCMepTHHIX, - TaKKK BHOBb yNIBIOHYIAaCh CBOEW KPUBOM YIIBIOKOM. - 51
CIIBIIIAJIa, YTO BCe 10y, paboTalomiye B KOPOJIEBCKOM [BOPIIE, BIIJIOTH 0 CAMBIX HU3IINX Paboydux,
ToXe OeccMepTHRIE. TO Ke camMoe OTHOCUTCS U K IPaBUTEIbCTBEHHHIM YMHOBHUKAM. OObIUHEBIE JTIOAN
He MOTYT IIONHATHCS Hafl HeOoM, IOTOMY UTO TaM HaXOAUTCS KOPOJIEBCKUM JBOPEL], a KOPOJIb - 3TO
onuH u3 60roB. beccMepTHbIE BEIOMpAOTCS KOPOnEM. KoHEUHO, CYIIEeCTBYIOT U Te, KTO
CaMOCTOSITEILHO CMOT HOCTUYbL GecCMepTHsi, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX - OTIIENIbHUKY. TaK YK BBIIIIO,
4yTO OHU 0OJIbIIIE IPUHAJIEXAT TOMY MUDPY, Hexenu HameMy. OObIYHbIE TI0OU OTINYA0TCS OT
0ecCMEePTHEIX ¥ UM PEKO IPUXOOUTCS BCTPedaThCs OPyT ¢ ApyroM. OORYHO UX IYTH HUKOTZA He
IlepeceKarTCs, CJI0BHO MapUIPyTH Kopabiell B HOUH.

Exo crapaTenbHO 3amoMuHama BCE, YTo ropopuia Takku. BEUT maHC, YTo 9Ta MHPOPMAaIUsa MOXKeT
IIPUTOOUTHLCS €l B OyayIIeM.

- T'oBOPSAT, TaKXKe, UTO CYIIECTBYET KOPOJIb APAaKOHOB, KOTOPHIKA TPABUT OKEAHOM, HO S IyMalo, 4TO
3TO MPOCTO CKAa3KH. Ecnu OBl CyIIecTBOBAIO KOPOJIEBCTBO APAKOHOB, TIOASIM ObI10 OB 00 3TOM
M3BECTHO. [IOMMMO 3TOT0, TOBOPSIT, YTO CYLIECTBYIOT €Ma, KOTOPBEIE MOTYT ITPEBPAIAThCS B TIOEH.
VX Ha3BIBAIOT MOJTyIeMOHAMHU. BOIBIINHCTBO U3 HUX ITOX0XKE Ha JIIONEN HACTONIBKO, YTO OTIMYUTD
HEBO3MOXKHO, - TakKKH B3sij1a TTIMHIHBIA YalHUK U fonuna cebe eme gato. Yai yxe ocThl. - Emie
TOBOPSIT, YTO T'IE-TO CYIIECTBYET KOPOJIEBCTBO €Ma. [laxke He 3HAl0, MpaBaa 3TO WK HET. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, C YBePEHHOCTBIO MOXKHO CKa3aTh JIWIIH TO, YTO JTIIOOU U €Ma MPUHAIeRaT Pa3HEIM MUPaM.



Exo kupHyna. [Ipo3ByyaBias HHOPMALKs 3HAUUTEILHO H3MEHMNIA eé BOCIPUATHE 3TOro Mupa. K
TOMY K€, OHa IOBOJIbHO CHJIbHO 3amyTanack. Hanpumep, Kaiiku, BeposiTHee BCero, He ObLI
yennoBeKOoM. Ho ecnu oH He 4esioBek, TO KTO OH? XbeKU U Kallko 1 ocTajbHBIE CTPAHHEBIE CYIIECTBa,
IOIKHO OBITh, OBUIM Pa3HOBUAHOCTAMU €Ma. Ecnu cienoBaTh JIOTHKE, 3TO MOAAEPKUBAJIO TEOPUIO O
TOM, 4TO K3{KU OBLI IIOJTyLEMOHOM.

- Brl kKorpa-HUOY b CNIBIIATY O €Ma, KOTOPHIX Ha3blBal0T XbEKM, Katiko unu [[xKoii0?

Takku ssBHO 1103a0aBUI €€ BOIPOC.

- ¢ HuUKOrma He CIIBIIIANa 0 €Ma C TaKUMU Ha3BaHUSIMU. Hoquy ThI CHpaHII/IBaeLHB?

- A Xuaman?

- A, XunMaH, - OHa BHITJIAeNa YOUBIEHHOU. - OBNafeBaTeb. ITO €Ma, KOTOPHIM OBllafieBaeT
BOMHaMMU Ha 1oJjie 60s. OH OeCIIOTeH, 3a UCKIII0YEHNEM eT0 KpacHHIX ria3. OTKyna TH 3Haellb 3TO
CyIL1eCcTBO?

Exo mo4yBCcTBOBasa, 4TO APOXKMUT. JI3K05i10 GBI TeM caMbIM XMUHMAHOM U OH HaXOJUIICS BHYTPU Heé
npsiMo ceriyac. Ho ecnu oHa pacckaxeT 00 3ToM TakkM, Ta HaBepHSKa IOfyMaeT 4YTo-HUOyIb
cTpaHHoe. Tak 4To EX0 mpoMondara, TOKadyaB 'OJI0BOM.

- A xouo0?

- Kouo, - Takku Hanucana ueporiudsl «puCOBLIA YePBhb», KO U «BbIpe3aTh», 40. - Poratas mTura.
Ycrpalnarolree CyIecTBo, muTamoleecs mogbMua. OTKyma THl 3HAEIIh PO KO4Y0?

- Ha MeH4 Hamasna Takad ITHUIA.

- He moxeTt ObITH! ['me?

- B Tom, mpyrom mMecTe, 0TKyma 51 pomoM. Ha Hac Hamana KO4o, ¥ HaM MPUIIIOCh CIIacaThCs
6erctBoM. OHa B3si/1ach U3 HUOTKY/a, OyaTo ObI OHa mpecnenoBana Kaiiku u MeHs. YToOw n30exkaTh
CMepPTH HaM MPUIIIOCH OTIIPABUTHCS CIOfia, HY, UJIH, 110 KpaliHel Mepe Tak cKal3aa Kauku.

- 9TO OEeUCTBUTEJILHO HpOI/I3OH.U'IO? - IIOHU3UB I'0JIOC, IIepeCIIPOCHUIIa Tarku.

- 9TO 3BYYHT KaK-TO He TaK? - TAKeJo B3I0XHYB, yTouHuIa Eko.

- XyX&e. 9TO OKaxkeTCs CePhE3HOM YIPO30H [JIsI MECTHHIX, €C/TM €Ma CTaHYT MOSBIATLCS 30ECh, B
ropax. Panbiie éMa He 3abpefanu B Te MeCTa, THOe XKUBYT JIIOAU.



- IIpaBpa?

- 9TO OEUCTBUTEJIBHO TaK, - TaKKY KUBHYJA. - HO HelaBHO, HEM3BECTHO II0YEMY, UX CTaJI0 HAMHOI'0
0oJIbIlIe. DTO CTAHOBUTCS OIMACHBIM. JIIOMM OIacaioTCs BRIXOOMTDL M3 AOMA I0Ccje 3aKaTa. Eciu 3gech
00BSABUTCS TaKas HalacTh, KAK KOYO0, CTPALIHO MIPEeACTaBUTh, UTO CIYUYUTCS, - TAKKH MPavyHO
nocMmoTpesna Ha Exo. - EMa BenyT ce6si, Kak U Bce IIpodne OUKHUe 3Bepu. M He CBOMCTBEHHO
TOHSITHCS 32 KaKMM-TO KOHKPETHBIM YeJIoBeKOM. M 6ojiee TOro, OTIPaBIISITLCS PARH TOTO 110 Ty
cTopoHy Mopsi. Hukorfa paHblle He CHIEIIIaa 0 Momo6HoM. 3Haelb, EKo, Toxoxe, TH 0Ka3alach
3aMedeHa B YEM-TO OUEHb CEPLE3HOM.

- Bugumo, Tak OHO 1 €CTb.

- Hy, He To uTO GBI 1 B 9TOM pa30upasnack, HO TO, YTO B IIOCIIETHEE BPEMS B OKPECTHOCTSIX
mpu0aBUIOCh EMa, OIIPEeIEHHO, MIJIOX0HM 3HAK.

Vcnbimas ToH ronoca Takku, Exo mouyBcTBOBata cebst HeyI0THO. E€ croBa MMeNnu CMEICH. B ropax
OEeCTBUATEJIbHO OBIIM éMa ¥ OHU Hamafaslyd Ha Joneid. Bo 4To Xe oHa Takoe BBI3asiach?

Bups, 9to EKO 3ayMaacCs, Takku mocrenuna IIPOAOOJIZKUTH BECEJILIM TOHOM.

- Hy, HET cMbICc/Ia BOTHOBAThCS, KOTIa MBI BCE PaBHO HE CMOXkKeM HUYEro chenaTh. JIydlle cKaxu
MHe, EKo: ecTb u TeOe Kyna mouTu?

Ycnwimas 3T0T BOIIPOC, EKO IIoOHsJIa IOJIOBY M IIOCMOTPENa Ha Takku.

- Het, nomumo mouckos Kaiiku, MHE 0c000 HeKyMa HallpaBUThCS.

Ilaxe ecnu Koiiku ObIT éMa, BpsALO JIH, HaMOs ero, OHa OKaXKeTCs B XyOouieM IIOJIOKEHHWH, 9eEM ceryac.

- OT0 3aiMET y Tebs Kakoe-TO BpeMs. MckaTh iofieli He MIPOCTO.

- Ila, - HEOXOTHO COTJIACHIIAch EKO.

- A mIoKa THI ero utielb, Tebe HyKHO OyIeT Kak-To 3apabaThiBaTh Ha XKH3Hb, BepHO? 4 Obiyia OBl He
IIPOTHUB OCTABUTh TeOs 3[eCh, HO ecjiu 0 Tebe MPO3HAIT MOU JIIOOOMBITHEIE COCequ, TeOs TYT ke
CXBATAT ¥ OTIPABAT K r'ybepHaTOPY. f Morja 6kl MPUTBOPUTLCS, YTO TH I0Yb MOUX POLNCTBEHHUKOB,
HO, CKOpee BCero, OHH [0rafaloTcs, YTO 9TO 0OMaH.

- 91 He X0Uy NPUUYUHATH BaM HeyHnoOCTBa.

- K BocTOKy oTCI0fla pacmonaraeTcsi ropof nog Ha3BaHue Kacau. TaMm KUBET MO MarTh.



[ToiMaB yOIUBNEHHBIN B3TTISL Exo, Takku paccMesinacse.

- Ona Bnapieet roctunullet. He BonHy#ics, oHa He coact Tebs BmacTsaM. OHa ke MOs MaMa, BepHO?
yBepeHa, Y He€ HaifeTcs ansg Te0st paboTa. Thl cornacHa nopaboTarth?

- a! - TyT x)e cornacunack Exo. Vckarts Kaiiku eficTBUTENLHO GyAeT HempocTo. A eciu el OymeT
Herzle XKUTh, TO ¥ BOBCe HEBO3MOXKHO. ['0/1071aTh, KaXXAyl0 HOYb OTOMBATLCSA OT €Ma, HOUeBaTh Ha
ynutle. Ecny oHa cMoxeT n30exkaTh BCET'0 3TOTO, TO OHA C PAfOCThHIO CHeIaeT 3TO.

- 3ameyaTesbHO, - YCMEXHYBIIKUCh, TaKKM KMBHYyNA. - BOT yBuguInh, paboTaTth TaM He TakK yXK U
n710X0. Bece, KTo TaM paboTaioT, Xopouue Joau. TE OTIMYHO BOUIIENbCS. Kak HaCYeT OTIIPaBUThCS
Tyfa 3aBTpa?

- f "He npoTUB.

- Hy, 3nauut, goroBopunuch. Ham nopa 6bl TOXKUTHCS cliaTh. Ho ecnu 3aBTpa yTPOM ThI Oy[ielsb He B
HAaCTPOEHUH, HE BOITHYHCS, MBI MOXKEM OTJIOKHUTD ITyTEIIECTBUE Ha APYTOH [IeHb.

EKO CHOBa FJ'IY6OKO u 6naro;1apH0 ITOKJIOHHUJIACE.
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