Cepyc He ocMmenuics coobmuts ®abuaHy 3Ty HOBOCTb.

‘JlenHast’ aTMocdepa aBopua Penuuun B COYeTaHUM C UX HeyBaKeHHeM K IPUCYTCTBUI0 MnepaTopa
cama 1o ceOe Obllla HEOKUAaHHOCTHIO. [Ipollle TOBOPS, Benudaniui MoHapx VMIiepun norepen
mopaxkeHue u3-3a 00ITOBHU MaJIeHbKOT'0 IIPUHIIA ¥ KAPTOYHKIX UTP.

- Yro ckazan Koponb?” ®abuaH mocMoTpen Ha Cepyca, 3aKphIBasi KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTaJl.

9T0 OBUI HeM30eXKHEIM MOMEHT.

- OH Benen ycTpouTh OaHKET B YeCTh BallleT0 BeJInYecTBa.”

9t0 He 65110 J10KEI0. [TpocTo Cepyc He yKas3an Lejb U IPUIKHY.

“Xoporto.”

Cepyc uyBCcTBOBaI ce0si BUHOBATHIM, HO 60siics, 4To ®abuaH OymeT MIOKUPOBAH, €CIIH OH PacCKaxkeT
eMy 0 ciay4uBLIeMcsi. YeCTHO TOBOPS, OH MHOTO pa3 Bumen MMmnepaTpully, KOToa KUl PSaoM C
MMIIEPATOPOM, HO 9TO OBUT IEPBHIM pa3, KOTHa OH BUfEJ, YTOOH OHA Tak cebs Belna.

VYnbibka OBEWH ¥ TO, UTO OHA Kak Oy[TO CTajla IPYTrUM 4eJI0BEeKOM, MIOKUpoBaso u Cepyca.

- CKaxu eMy, 4TO OUYeHb BaXKHO XOPOIIO0 3a00TUTHCS O JIomaasx MMiepaTopckou apMun.”

(DaGI/IaH, II0X02Ke, He 3HaJll, YTO KMEHHO 13-3a 3THUX YCJIOBI/Iﬂ €ro u peluninn HO6HCTpee BBICJIQTE.

- Bonee Toro, Baie Benu4ecTBo. A OyMalo, IT0Pa BO3BPAIlAThCA B I/IMHepI/IIO, - CKa3all Cepyc, H30
BCE€X CHJI CTapPasaCh Y6e)Z[I/ITI:: dabuana.

- { cnpiman, 94TO IBOPSAHE B Xaoce.”

U Torma GaHKET, KOTOPEIHA OymeT MpoBeNeH, CTaHeT MPeKPaCHBIM IPOIaIbHEIM 00eoM. M HaKOHeIl-
To Cepycy 6osblile He HY2KHO OBIJIO CTPafiaTh B 3TOM MECTe.

“A xorma OwLI0 MHauUe? ”

- 9TO mMpaBMa, HO OTCYTCTBUE ero BemuyecTBa chesano ux elle 60jiee BHICOKOMEPHBIMU, @ HEKOTOPEIE
maxke Havanu npubIuxkaThcs K BaTukany.”



dabuan Haxmypuscs. KoHeuHo, ero cioBa He Obid omuUO04YHEIMU. Cepyc ObLT ero OIU3KKUM OPYTOM U
Bcerpa ObUI psimoM ¢ HUM. TeM He MeHee, HECKOJIBKO philjapeli YepHoro fctpeba ocTanuch B
ViMnepuu u BHUMATEIBHO CIIENUIIN 38 BCEM.

“OHU XOTAT yMepeTs, ga?”

- KTo 3Haer...”

®abuaH HEMPUSITHO B3OOXHYIL.

- braropopcTBoM cpefb HUX U He ITaxHeT. OHU XyXKe, 4eM OUKHUE IICHL.”

- UMnepus HykpaeTcs B BalleM Benndgectse.”

- [Toxoxe, nyuinee, 4TO genalT ABOPSAHE, - 9TO KyCaloT Apyr gpyra.”

Hmnepus Obllla OYeHb CTPOTa. JTUKET U MOCTOMHCTBO BCET/Ia JaBUIIX Ha 0JIarOPOACTBO. ITO Oblla
CHCTeMa, KOTOpas 3aTPyOHsIa UM IPOBedeHNe BOCCTAHNM, IIOCKOJILKY BCE UT'PAIH OIMPeNeIeHHYI0
POJIb B HAOMIOMEHUH APYT 3a OPYyroM. M oHM TOXKe He MOTJIM OyMaTh HU O YeM JPYroM, IIOTOMY 4TO
TPATHUIM BCIO CBOIO 9HEPTHIO HAa OECCMBICTIEHHYI0 BO3HIO.

“T....”

®abuaH HEIPUSTHO IIENKHYN A3bIKoM. Ho Tonmbko Cepyc Mor moHATh MbICTU ®abuaHa 0 TOM, YTO OH
X04eT OCTAThbCs 3[0ECh IIOMOJIbIIE.

- Emme uto-HuOyme?” - cipocun ®abuaH 1 TyT ke CMeHUI TeMy. Y 3T0 ObIIT caMblil OOJIBIION KPU3HUC
mytaHa Cepyca.

- Korga 9Benun 6ymet ceobomHa?”

Ha camoMm pmene ®abuaH mepeman oThaeIbHEIE IIOCTIAHMS KOPOJIIO M IpUHIIecce. B coobmennn JBennH
OH CKa3aJl, YTO X0UEeT MPUUTH K Hel, YTOOBI TOBUIATHCS.

Cepyc ouensb ctapancsi. OH TeprenuBo KOaji, KOToa 3aKOHYUTCS KapTOYHasi UTPa, ¥ OCTOPOKHO
mmepefan cBoe coobiieHre IBeIMH, KOT{la OHA OCTaslack ogHa. Ho oTBeT IBeNMH O0KA3aJICs He TAaKUM,
KaK 0XKHIaI0Ch.

[‘4d? U ero BenudecTtBo? Hu 3a uTo!]



9To OBINla He Ta 9MeTaHTHAs ¥ Ipalro3Has MMmepaTtpuila, KoTopyio 3Han Cepyc. OBeNuH, IpUHIlecca
KoponescTtBa ®emnutus, O6blla 04eHb yBepeHa B ce6e U IIPOCTO PACKPHIIa CBOM COKPOBEHHBIE MBICIIH.

[‘TIouemy?’]

9BenuH 0osIbIIe He CiiymalacChk.

[‘TIpocTo HET".]

ManeHbKHUH IIPpUHIT OBLI He €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT" 3TO CKa3aTh.

[‘4 oTka3wpIBaOCH". ]

U 6e3 koneOaHul DBeUH IOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM. TaKOro CTUIS MOBEEeHNUs He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO
B MaHepax umnepuu. Hu ogun apuctokpaT B MMnepuu He cMOT OBl TPOSIBUTH TAKOTO OTHOIIeHus. Ho,
IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO OBI7T0 KoponeBcTBo @enuiuu, Cepyc He UMeJI ITpaBa BUHUTH €e.

- ITouemy THI 3aMorruan? - cupocus ®abuas.

Cepyc BepHYIJICS K peanbHOCTH 107 faBneHueM ®abraHa. Y Hero 6osiblile He ObIJIO IPUYUH CKPHIBATh
3TO.

“9to ... ."

Cepyc 6opoJcs [0 KOHIIa, HO IIPUIIEN K BEIBOAY, UTO HUYETO He MOXKET II0feJiaTh C IPSMBIM OTBETOM
OBEJIUH.

- OHa oTKa3anacs, - ckazan Cepyc. [locne cToOnbKUX pa3gyMuil OH MOT JIMIIb CKa3aTh IIPaBay.

"Xoporuo, - orBetun ®abuaH. 3aTeM, ITPUMEPHO Yepe3 3 CEeKYHOHI, OH BHE3AIIHO HAXMYPHUIICI. ITO
ObLI0 BpeMsi, KoTopoe oTpe6oBanock ®abuaHny, 4TOOH MIPUHSATH PEATbHOCTD.

«4T0?”

CepycC HAYETO HE MOT CKa3aTh.

- Kak? I[Touemy?”

Ero abcypgHas cepust BOIPOCOB IPOMOJIKaIack. ITo ObIJIO0 TOX0XKe Ha TO, YTO CKasasia JBeJIMH.



- EcTh npuyuHa, 10 KOTOPOH OHA HE MOXKeT?”

“9-3 ... mo npuyuse ... "

- Ckaxu MHe NPSIMO, He YIIYyCTU HU cJioBal”

CBPYC OBLT BBEIHY2KJI€H IMMOOYNHUTLCSA €Tr0 IIPUKa3adaM.

“IIpunnecca cka3ana: "Hert, g He X04y, s OTKA3bIBalOCh".......

®abuaH, Ka3anoch, Ha CEKYHOY 3a0blJT OHIIIATS.

- Yro? Yo oHa ckalana go 3Toro? Ckaxu MHe ele pa3!!!” - cmpocun ®abruaH, HEBOIbHO CXBATUB
Cepyca 3a 1I€ro.

“A...?"” Y1 TOMBKO YTO BBEIPBAJICS B3OOX.

Otkas? 9To 6bIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHOE CJI0BO A MmnepaTtopa. KTo mocMeeT oTka3aTh UMIEPATopy? ITO
ObLn mepBeIi 0TKa3 ®abuaHa ¢ Tex mop, Kak OH B30I Ha TPOH.

- OHa otka3zanacs?” 'onoc ®abuaHa Apoxan oT udymnenus. Ho Cepyc He MOT OTBETUTHL Ha €T0
TI0OOTIBITHEIE BOTIPOCHI.

“Ot meHa?” Iloxoxe, ®PabraH Bce paBHO He HYXK[a/lCs HU B YbeM OTBETE.

- Kak oHna mocmena?”

BHepBbIe B XKU3HHU y HETO OBLTIO TAaKOE YYBCTBO C CaMOIr'0 POKIOEHHA. I/IHTepeCHO, YTO 3TH SMOIIUU
OBITIM HEe TAaKUMU YXKaCHBIMH, KdK T€, KOTOPBIE OH HCIIEITAJI HOYBIO, KOT'OIa IBeNuH IIOIIpOCHIIa
pa3Boa.

- Kakoro yepta, B ueM npuuuHa?” ®abuaH Bce elre He 3HaJj, KaK IPUHSATh OTKAa3.

“¢1 He 3Haw.....” bemHuii Cepyc cka3as TONMbKO mpaBay. ®abuaH BHITIISAE CMYIIEHHBIM, ITIOTOMY 4TO
€ro IIJIaHbl ITOJIHOCTHIO MTPOBanuInuch. OTKa3 0BT HEOXKUAHHOM CUTyalluel, U OH He MOT cebe 9TOT0
TIPECTABUTE.

- [Touemy OBl BaM He OTHAThL IPUKa3?”

9T0 ObI/Ta Tparemgus.



“Xoporo!”

®abuaH Hamucas MUChMO Ha Jiexallel nepeq HUM OyMare.

- OTmait aTo ei.”

- Ia, Ballle BeJIM4ecTBO.”

Haxe mocie Toro, kKak Cepyc ymen, ®abuaH Bce elle He MOT 06pecTu caMoo0iagaHue.

“OTtka3zanacs?”

Pa3pmarcs TuieTHEIE cMex. U Bce X&e KOTHa-TO OHU ObITH XKeHaThl. Ha mamsatu ®abuaHa OBeNuH He
Obly1a TaKOM X0JI0OHOM XeHIuHOi. Ho yem Gosbilie oH HaOmofan 3a Hel, TeM 60Jblle YYBCTBOBAJ B
Hel He3HAKOMKY.

TeMmutrie ria3za ®abuana OLUIM IIOJIHEL Xa0Ca,

“OHa XeHIIMHa, KOTOPYIO S COBCEM He IIOHUMa.”
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