“By...."

- Hy xe, ckaxu ...'Tloxanyucra’!”

Korpma OBenuH cKa3aia eMy, YTO AIpuaH IIPOU3HEC CBOU MIEPBHIE CII0BA, APTYP CIIOMAJCs OT TOPS.
[ToueMy OH yIyCTH IE€PBHIM APAroleHHEIN MOMEHT, KOTOPOT'0 TaK XOTeNn? JTO Beldb OH JOIKEeH OBITh
TIEPBHIM YEeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIM 3aC/IyKUBAET TOT0, YTOOHI IIOJTyYUTh CJI0BO OT AgpHaHa.

“AppuaH, gaBai, pacCKaxu MHe.”

“Bypyyyyy....by!”

- Ia mapHo Tebe. [Tonmpocu MeHs OOHSTH TeOs.”

Anpuany 3To Hagoeno. Ero ria3a ycranu, Korma oH Hamyn meku. OH BRITJISIAEN TaKUM CKY4YarolTuM,
Kak Oy[To XK1J Ha BceM OeJIOM CBeTe.

- Het, 00HUMM MeHa!”

ApnpuaH OBl OYeHb IIofaByieH APTYpOM - HEYAUBUTEILHO, YTO €T0 HAaCTOMYUBOCTD ¥ CTPACTh CHelalu
€r0 KOPOJIEM.

----- H-met!” - KpukKHY AOpUaH U yCTaBUJICSA Ha ApTypa.

"Het!”

B aTOT MOMEHT TeI0 ApTypa Hampsriock. APTyp MOCMOTpEN Ha AgpuaHa, a 3aTeM Ha CBOETO CIIyTY.

- Tl TOXE 3TO CBIIan?”

“A? la, -+ - *” HEOXOTHO OTBETHUII CIyra. ApTyp yCTaBuJICS Ha AfpuaHa C 3aCTHIBIIUM JIALIOM,
TIOJIHBIM YOUBJIEHUS.

" Appuas, * - - - - " 3aTeM OH IIOTep TOJICTHIE IIeKU AfpuaHa 60pofoii. - HakoHeN-To TH OTKPHUT poT!”

AppvaH MOYyBCTBOBAJ OTBpallleHue K 3Toi 6opose u Haxmypuics. Ho ueM xyxke eMy CTaHOBUJIOCH,
TeM 00JIbllle PagoCTH MOSIBIISAJIOCH Ha ulle ApTypa.



“Pacckaxu BceM! AnpuaH roBOpui co MHOu!”

IIHeT!II

" BoT ono! Ckaxu 3T0 ee pa3!”

ApTyp OT cYacThs IoIeJIoBajl AfpraHa U CHOBa 1otep 60pony. AmpraH coOpal BCIO CBOIO SHEPTHIO U
TPOMKO 3aKpHuyasl C IOYTH IJIaYyIIUM JTUI[OM.

IIHET!"

BToprM crtoBOM AgpraHa, KOTOPOe OCTAHETCST B UICTOPUHU KOpoJieBcTBa Penurus, 6vi1o "Het".

- Bame BenuyectBo, cap Cepyc...”

- CKaxu eMy, 4TO OH MOXKET BCTPETUTLCSA C KEM YTOIHO BMeCTO MeHs. A Tenepb, AIpuaH, IPHUIIIO0
BpeMs ITOBTOPeHUs.”

IIHeT!H

N3-3a 3TOr0 BaKHOTO0 MOMEHTA Cepyc OKOHYATEJIBHO IIOTEePAJI MIaHC BCTPETUTHCA C KOPOJIEM.
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- BBl yBepeHHI, 4TO IPaBUILHO Iepefany coobIIeHre 0 TOM, UYTO S XOTeN Obl BCTPETUTHCS C
Koponem?”

-cMyIeHHO crpocun Cepyc, HO HadaJbHUK [ABOpLa CIIOKOWHO KMBHYJ. Cepyc moKadas rojgoBOH, 3TO
6110 TpoCTO abCcypaHO, Kak paboTan 3akoH KoponescTtBa denuius.

“OTO0 mpaBga, YTO 9 He MOT'y BCTPETUTHCSA C KOPOJIEM, IIOTOMY YTO OH UI'paeT C npuHiem?”

"Ia.” HayanbHUK OBICTPO OTBETHUII €MY.

- BMecTO 3TOrO0 §1 MOJIXKEH BCTPETUTHCS C KEM-YTOOHO APYyTUM?”

[TogymaB Ha MraHoBenue o cinose "KTo yrogso", ckazanHOM KoposeMm, HauanbHUK 0TBeNl Cepyca, y
KOTOPOTro OB pacTepssHHHIN BuMl, K Kopornese.
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- Bame BennyecTBO KOposeBa, npuHiiecca u jeau Akmup. Cap Cepyc 3mech.”

Ho TPHU XKEHIMTNHEI OBITIH IIOTJIOIIEHEBI TEM, YTO O€eJIaJIk, HEe OTJIAObIBasACh Ha3a[.

- Barie BenuuecTBO, B moTpsicatomu! Y Bac yxe cTo mobep!”

Tam nocneimancs ronoc Pebekku. Koponera, 9BenuH u PeGekka HETOPOILINBO ITPOBOAUIIN BPEMS C
KapTaMU B pyKax.

- Boxke. Mawma, moxanyiicra, IpUMH y4acTue B 0aTbHOM 3ajle, KOTOPBIA COCTOUTCS B AKIIUpE, U
MIPUKMU UX BHICOKOMEPHbIE MOCBKH.”

“XM, gyMmaeib?”

Pa3r030p MEXOy MaTEePhI0 U NOYEPEIO, OOHOCHUBIIMIKCS 13 KOMHATHI, OBLLJI OUeHb «JIACKOBEIM».

- Bomee Toro, y MeHs ecTh upesi. [louemy Obl BaM He BEIUTPATh CUHUM Beep MapKu3el?”

PebekKa TOXe OTJIMYHO BJIMJIACH B «CEMBIO».

- U coxrute noToM €ro y Hee Ha ria3ax.”

“EcTb ¥ crioco0 YHU3UTH ee CUjibHee?”

“XMMM... 4 ellle mogyMaro, Ballle BEJIU4YECTBO.”

Cepyc pacTepssHHO CMOTPeIT Ha IIPOUCXOsIIee Mepel ero ria3aMu. ETo IpuCyTCTBUE B 9TOM MECTe
Ka3aJI0Ch MTPOCTO MBITIBIO.

- Bamre Benmu4ecTBO KOpOJieBa, IpuHLecca u jenu Akumup. Cap Cepyc 3mech.”

HavanpHUK IOBTOpPUII Te XKe CJI0OBa, Kak MalnHa. Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, X KapTO4YHas Urpa
3aKoHYHUIach. TonbKo Toraa Koposnesa mocmorpena Ha Cepyca.

‘Yro 3T0 3a MecTo!", - kpuuan Cepyc B cBoeM ceppte. OH Bce elrle 3alaBasiCs BOIIPOCOM, TOUeMy
MOTJIO CYLIECTBOBATh TAKOE KOPOJIEBCTBO.



- B yuem gemno?”

- 41 3mech, 4TOOBI IIepegaTh IOCIaHue ero BenuyecTtna.”

Kopornesa nokauasa ronosoi. Houcerc. Cepyc He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO FIMIIEpPaTOp OCTAICS B 3TOM
KOPOJIEBCKOM [IBOPIIE, U BCE XK€ HUKOMY He GBUIO IO 3TOTO fHena.

- [ToxanyiicTta, gaiTe MHe OOJIbIIE CIYT, Cy?KAaHOK ¥ TIOMOIIHUKOB AJist UMIlepaTOpCcKOM apMuu.”

OTtBeTa He mocnenosano, u Cepyc IpOAOIKUI TOBOPUTh: “HaM TakKe HyKHBI JOOTHUTEJIbHEIE
KOHIOIITHYU ¥ IIePCOHAJI, KOTOPHIY OYHEeT yIIPaBsTh AparoleHHEIMY JomagbMu MiepaTopcKon
apmun.”

BmecTo Toro, 4TOOB BUOETH Ieper co00i TpH Maphl I'/1a3 3THUX XKeHIuH, Cepyc mpeamnoyesn Obl
xononHele rina3a ®abuaHa. ATMocdepa gBopiia 6biyta GU3NOIOrHYECKH HecoBMecTuMa ¢ CepycoM.

- Yl MOCKOMBKY €T0 BEJTMYECTBO B KAKOW-TO CTEIIEHU OIPABUJICS, BB HOJIKHEI TPUTOTOBUTH 3BAHHKIH
oben.”

“Xy-xy”, - KoposieBa BBHIIIIOHYIa BCETO Ba UJIM TPU CMeIlKa. ITO He OBIJI0 BOIIPOCOM BHIOOpA.
OueBupnHo, prka3 MMneparopa O Y4€M-TO, YTO JOJIKHO OBIJIO OBITH BHIIOJIHEHO, HO Cepyc He 3Ha,
[I04YeMy TaKOU T'0JI0C BBIPBAJICS U3 €€ YCT.

“9T0 xopomo. Ero BennuecTBo BHI3OOPOBEN, U IMIIepCKas apMus TOXKe 3I0POBa», - CKa3alla OBeJItH,
HapyIasi MoT4aHuUe.

- O, ToTTa OHU CKOPO BEPHYTCS B MIMIEPHIO, TaK UTO He MPUAETCS J00aBIsATh HUKAKUX
IIOTIOJTHUTEJIbHEIX COTPYIHUKOB. Kakoe cyacThe.” PefeKKa Ipou3HeCia HECKOJIBKO CJIOB.

- Torga HaM IPUAETCS YCTPOUTD 3BaHHBIN 00efl, YTOOH OTOC/IATh €T0 BEJIMYECTBO U MIMIIEPaTOPCKYIO
apMmuo.” becepa JOCTUTIa CBOEr0 arores.

- [TomoxauTe, MOMOXKAUTE MUHYTKY.” - OBICTPO cKa3an Cepyc, HO TPU KEHIIUHH YKe YIIUIH B CBOM
COOCTBEHHBIHM MUP.

- 9T0 momxeH ObITh OosbINOH nup, [TpoImanbHbl 06ef AT ero BemuyecTsa. 1 Mory
IIPUCYTCTBOBATH?”

- Koneuno, repuor Akumup u nenu Pebekka OOKHB IPUHATEL B HEM y4acTue. bosee Toro, Ob10 OBl
IpeKpacHo, eciiu OBl TaKasl KOMIIETEHTHAs [JeBYyIIKa Kak Jiefu Pebekka cama 3aHAIACh
opraHu3aluen.”



- 910 OoJBllIas YeCcThb, Ballle BeJIMUYECTBO. S caenaro Bce, YTO B MOUX cuilax!”

Vix pa3phiB B TPAAUIUAX OBIIT CITUIITKOM BeNlUK. Cepycy MPHUIIIOCh OPOCHTh OBICTPRIM B3TJISAM Ha
OBenuH, KOTOpast Koraa-To Oblyla UMIIepaTpullei. OBenuH Oblla TOM, KTO 3Hasla paBuiia Mmmnepuu. K
CYacCThi0, OBEJIMH 3aMeTHJIa ero B3TJIA/.

- f Toxe nomory nenu PeGekke.”

OpHako OBenUH yXKe NOKUHYINa MMmnepuro.

- MHe o4eHb NIPUATHO 3HATh, YTO €r0 BEJIMYECTBO MOXKET CIIOKOMHO BEPHYThCA B MMmmepuo.”

OBenuH ynribHyIach Cepycy. Ee ynbiOKa o3Havalna, YTO OH MOJKeH IepeaaTh II03IPaBUTEIbHOe
nocianue ®abuany.

IpyruMu cioBaMu, eMy ObIJIO IIPHKa3aHOo IepefaTh CO0OIIeHNEe O TOM, YTO OHU OYAYT BHIHYKEHBI
HEME[JIEHHO MOKUHYTh 9TO MECTO.
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