Cel"OJIHH ZKe UMIIepaTop, BHE3AIIHO, BEI3BAJI BaXKHBIX MUHUCTPOB U YHHOBHHUKOB, d TaKXK€ HECKOJIbBKNX
IIPUHIIEB U YJIEHOB HMHepaTOpCKOﬁ CeMbH, KOTOPBIE TEIIEPh KOAJIX Y BXOOd B IIOKOH.

BceMm ka3anock 4TO MpUYKUHON cOopa OBIIO KaKoe-TO BaxkHOe 00bSIBIIeHHE UMIIepaTopa.

Korpa Tonma yBupgena mpubsiBiiero bait FO#t Xao, Bce ApyKHO, C TOYTUTETBHOCTHIO BOCKITUKHYIN: —
[IpuBeTcTByeM KHA34 Yu CroaHb!

TonpKo ceryac, KOrfa IOHOIIA yCIbIIaa KaK ero Ha3Bajiy, BCIOMHHUII YTO OH He TOJIbKO IIPUHI], HO U
KHA3b Yu Croansn!

Maro Toro, OH eIll€ 110 CyTH UMEeJI CTaTyC BEJIMKOI0 reHepasa U Telepb MOT CO3[aTh COOCTBEHHYIO
apMHUIO.

BoT TonbKO Hamo nmu 0HO eMy? Eciu yXK OH 3aX04eT, TO TOTAa Jiydllle IPUHATh NPeaioxKeHue
uMmneparopa JIyH U cTaThb HOBBIM I'JIaBOU UMIIepuu!

Heckonbko npuHIes nocMoTpenu Ha baii FOit Xao ¢ TpeneToM u HEOOIBIIUM CTPaxoM. [1poIbli
MYCOP B UX I'Ta3ax Ternepb ObUT He3aMEHUMbIM 3BeHOM B uMnepuu CBsiToro [IpakoHa. OHM yxkKe
CIBIIany 0 ToM, 4To bait FO# Xao BopBascs Bo ABOpeIl 3aKIWHATEIbHUIEL U CPaXKaJjiCsd HaCMepPTh C
JlyH Ao.

KpomMme Toro, ero moamep:KuBaIl He TOJIBKO [IBa BeJIMKHX IeHepasia, Ho ¥ ceMbsi L13u, BTOpas 10
BeJIMYUHE U CUJIe B UMIEPUHU. Bcé 9T0 ToBOpUiI0 UM 0 ToM, uTo bait I0i Xao OvlT He TeM 4eJI0BEKOM,
KOTOPOT'0 OHM MOTJIX ITO3BOJIUTh ce0e OCKOPOUTE.

Ho 3T0 He 3HAYUT 4TO HEIb3sd HalaguTh C HUM xXopomiune OTHOIIIEHUS!

HpI/IHI_IbI IIepernanynnch U BMeCTe IMOOONIIN K I0HOIIIEe, 3a6paCbIBaﬂ €ro JIECTHBIMHU KOMIIJIMMEHTaMH.

Ha ux melicTBUA I0HOIIA PaBHOYLIHO YIBIOAICA ¥ KUBaJl, HO HUUEro He TOBOPUJI, IPOMOIKasi UATH K
IIOKOSIM uMIiepaTopa JIyH.

B uTore, mpuHIIaM IPUIIJIOCH YOPYYEHHO OTOUTH B CTOPOHY.

— K#s13b Yu CioaHb, ME OBITH TPYOBI C BAMU paHee ¥ JaXke 0CMEeIMINCh HAalacTh. MBI BHHOBATH U
TOTOBHI IIPUHSTh HaKa3aHue! — KOTMa I0HOIIIa 0KA3aJICs BO3JIe IBepel, YIeHk UMIIePATOPCKON CeMbU
BO I'JIaBe CO CTapeHIIMHaMK HU3KO ITOKJIOHUIKNCH EMY.

— Bu1 Obii 0OMaHyTH JIyH A0, TaK 4TO HU B UYEM He BUHOBATHL. bojee TOTo, s He pacCKphIBaJl BaM
CBOIO JINYHOCTh, TaK UTO He OecrnokoiTech. [TycTh mporioe octaHeTcs B mpouiom! — Bait O Xao
YCIIOKOUJI JIIOJIEH.



Crapetinmia KyH BMecTe C OCTalbHBIME OBLTY YOUBIIEHBI CTOJb OBICTPHIM ITOMUIOBaHHEM. OHU
mymanu 4yto ummneparop JIyH cobpan ux Bcex nmoTomy uto bait FOit Xao motpe6oBasn pacmiaTsl, a OH
TO TOUHO OyJeT Ha CTOPOHE ChIHA.

Ho kT0 6B MOT ITOAyMaTh, YTO I0HOIIa OTHECETCS K 3TOMYy TakKuM 00pa3oM. OHU Beib XOTEIHN U Y HUX
IIOYTH yHAJIOCh JIUIIUTh €T0 XKU3HU, IPUYEM HEeCKOJIBKO pa3!

Bonbuie Bau F0it Xao HU4Yero He TOBOPHUJI, IPOIIETT CKBO3b IPYIIITY U BOILIEN B IIOKOX UMIIepaTopa.

B nomemenue oH ysupnen Jlys Cros fub, Cumens Tsaua u My UHb.

— Jlyu Croas... — Co3 fHb, YBUIEB €T0, CPa3y e BCTajla U MONOLIIA.

— IOub Croanp v HaubIM HAX0OOATCS BHYTPU. MIlepaTop IOIPOCUII UX IPUUTU K HEMY IIOBUAATHCSH,
— nporosopuna My UHs.

Baut FOi1 Xao KMBHYN B OTBET U BOILEN B KOMHATy BMecTe ¢ JIyH Cioa dub. [locne oByx gHeH OTOBIXa
UMIIepaTop YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 HaMHoro ny4ine. Celiuac OH cUnes Ha KPOBaTH ¥ pafoCTHO OOHUMAaI
Jlyn Hanpimm.

XoTs HsaHbImM He OB IIEPBEIM BHYKOM HMIIEpaTopa, Ho u3-3a Bai FOit Xao, oj1st Hero oH GBI
0COOEHHEIM.

— Jlyn Crwans! — JIto FOub CroaHb, CTOSBIIAS ¥ KPOBATH, B3APOTHY/Ia, YBUOAEB MyXka U TYT XKe
Opocunach K HeMy C ITI0KpaCHEBIINMH I1a3aMu.

Ona YZKe 3Halla BCE 0 TOM, YTO IOHOIIIA CIIac HMIIEPATOPAa U3 JIaIl KJIIaHa APaKOHa M O4Y€eHb CUJIBHO H3-
3a 3TOIr'0 BOJIHOBAJIACK.

— IIpocty, Tsxeno Tebe npunuiock, — bait KO Xao HeXKHO IOXJIONAa €€ 10 CIIHHE.

— HeHbLIY BRITTIAOUT TOYHO Tak Xke, Kak JIyH Croass B feTcTBe, — JIyH Cr03 flHb mocMoOTpeia Ha
MaJIbuMKa, KOTOPOro fepxKaa UMIepaTop.

— BepHO, 04eHb I0X0XK, — COTJIaCUJICA MYKYHMHA, a 3aTeM Iiepefall BHyKa MaTepu U IOCMOTpeI Ha
Bau FOi Xao.

— CroaHb, Y M€HA €CThb TPHU BeIlyr, O KOTOPEIX MHE HY2KHO, YTOOBI THI OOBSIBUII BCEM JIIOOAM BO3JIE
IIOKOEB, — CKa3aJl UMIIePaTOP.

FOHoma MOKOPHO KUBHYJ, 0KUas JalbHEUIINX CIIOB.



— Bo-nepBrIX, s X04y caenaTh HAHbBIIM HaCTIeIHUKOM MTPECTOIa, — CKa3asl UMIIEPATOp C CEPhE3HBIM
BEIpAXKEHUEM JIHIIA.

Korpa Baii FO# Xao, JIto FOub Croans u JIya Cioa fHb 3TO yCHBIIIANU, BCe TPOe IIOCMOTPENX OPYT Ha
Apyra.

— Oren, Hanbmu eré oueHb Monof... — JIro KOubp CroaHb epBOM BEICKa3aa TO, YTO XOTeN CKa3aTh
Ban FO# Xao.

— CroaHb He HaMepeH Haclle[[oBaTh TPOH, a 5 He 3Hal0 Kak JO0JIT0 MOE Teso NpoTsHeT. HyxHo
pemaTth Bcé ceryac! — 00bSICHUI UMIIEPATOP, TAKEJ0 B3[bIXas.

— Orely, a YTO HACUET APYTUX IPHUHIIEB? — CIIPOCHUJI I0HOIIA B IOMBITKAaX IIOHSATh MOTHBHI OTIIA.

Ha uyTo mMmepaTop mokavas rojoBoH.

— MoxeT TH elé nopyMaelb 06 aToM? — monpocun bait F0it Xao.

— 4 yxe Bcé 3a mBa mHS o6agyMan. 1 He X04y MPHUHYKOATh Tebsi, HO eCJIU THl HeCOoTrIaceH 3aMeHUTh
Te0s1, TO BbIOOpa ¥ MeHs 00JIbIlle He OCTAETCS... — OTBETHUJI UMIIEPATOP ¥ HECKOJIBKO pPa3
TTPOKAIIIISIIICS.

HOnoma nmocmotpen Ha JIto FOHB CroaHb, a geByIlKa Ha HEro.

— Tebe pemiaTh, — feBYIIKa, KaK IIOKOPHAas XkKeHa, OCTaBUJIa pellleHue 3a MyXKeM.

— Xopotro, gaBaiTe cuenaeM Tak, — perrui bait FOit Xao. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO TOYHO TaKXKe OBl
pacnopspguicd Hactosawui JIys CroaHb.

— Bo-BTOpHBIX, Hallla UMIEPHUS JOJIXKHA ITPEKPATUTh BCE CBSI3U C KJIaHOM ApaKoHa. f 00CyOut 3TOT
BOIIPOC C TeHepasioM My u TsiHeM, OHU COTJIaCUJIUCE.

Bait FOit Xao pe3ko HaxMypHJICs, HO He CTajl BO3paxaThb, OH caM ObLI He ITPOYb 9TO MPEJIOKUTE, a U
OTHOILEHUS MeX[y ABYMsS CTOPOHAMU U TaK HaXOAUJIUCH B IIOABEIIEHHOM COCTOSHUU.

— B-Tperthux, 1 HagewcCs, 4yTo Thl U CuMeHs Cr03 3aBepIINUTe TO, YTO g XOTeJl OT Bac, — 3TO
Ipe[IoKeHne, COIIeAInee C I36IKa UMIIepaTopa, Ob10 mogo6Ho 6oMbe.

— Toi ipo Gpak Mexny MHOM 1 CuMeHb Ci03? Ho moyeMy TH HacTaWBaellb... — IOHOIIA IIOHKMaJ 4TO
Yy MyKYUHEI ObIJTA CBOU MBICIIA Ha 9TOT CUET, MHA4Ye OH He CTasl OBl 00 9TOM IT'OBOPHUTS.



— HOTOMy 4TO 3a IIOJIYIOgOBO€E IIPaBJIEHHE HYH Ao HMIIEPHUS OKa3allaCh B 6ecn0p5{nKe, " ITOSIBHUIIOCH
MHOKECTBO XkaJio0 Ha Hallly CEMBIO. C MOuM TeJIOM 51 He B COCTOSTHUYM BOCCTAHOBUTD CUTyalluIO, a BOT
Bpa}KHGGHLIe K HaM JIIOOU MOT'YT IIOOHATH 6YHT " BOCCTATL IIPOTHUB HaAC. CeMbss CUMEHDL — B 3TOM
Clly4ae CTaHeT CBOEro poaa yCIIOKOUTEJIEHBIM [OJId BCETO Hapoda, — 00BSICHUIT HMIIEPATopP HYH

— I/IMHepaTop, HO HYH CroaHb YZXKe 2XKEeHHUJICA Ha CeCTpe FOHb CioaHb, ¥ €CIM OH TaK BHE3aITHO
XKeHutcsa Ha Cumens Cro3... Pa3Be 9T0 He CIUIIKOM... — HYH Cro9 fHb X0Tena cKa3aTh YTO 3TO
HEYyMEeCTHO I10 OTHOIIEHHNIO K Cumens Cro03, HO He CcTanla JOTrOBapHUBATE.

— C1o0o fHb mpaBa, 3TO CIUIIKOM, — cornacumncs bau FOu Xao.

— 4 3Halo, HO reHepan TSHb caM IIPeAJIOKUIT 3TO TI0CIie TOT0 KaK 00CYAuI BCE CO MHOM, — CKa3all
My2K4YMHa, Y4eM BHOBb BCEX YOUBUIIL.

— 970 mpensioxui riaba CUMeHb? — I0HOIIA He MPEIosIarasi, YTO MyXKUYKMHA IPOSBUT B 9TOM
WHUITMATUBY U BHIOACT 3@ HETO CBOIO IIOOMMYIO BHYUKY.
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