“Koneuno”.

“4 Toro Ke MHeHUs, 4TO U C3p 'aBerH”.

3areM, Kak Oy[ITO OHM XKMOaJIK, BCE YIBIOHYTUCH, OTBeYasi Ha BOMPOC.

“Ecnu B BallleM Cepplle eCTh XOTh MaJsielinee Konebanue, Bel Moxels yoexkaTs”.

Korga Cet cka3an 970, 00eCIIOKOEHHEIH UX 0TBETOM, [lepcuBaib, KOTOPEIM MOJT9a CTOSII TaM C
MpPaYHHIM BEIPAXKEHUEM JIUIA, OTKPHLT POT.

“Ecnu Bul BepuTe, 4TO OHa He BeObMa, U Bel BepuTe B HEBUHOBHOCTh benuBuanb u ['apeTta, TO 0 4eM
TYT KonebaTscsa?”

“... Cop IlepcuBans”.

“OpHaKo g He CTOPOHHUK CJIETIOT0 COBEPILIEeHUS TOCYOapCTBEHHOM U3MEeHH], KaK CKa3asl OBl 3TOT
OecpuHLUUIIHLINA cop ['aBelH”.

“Brl 3aKOHYUIY TOBOPUTS, [lepcuBanb?!”

[Tpu aTux cmoBax ['aBeitH BCKOYMIT Ha HOT'U U Opocuscs Ha [IepcuBarns, HO ero ORICTPO OCTAHOBHUIIH,
TaK Kak [lepcuBasb CXBaTUI €r0 OOHOM PYKOU 3a BOPOTHUK U OCTAHOBUIIL.

“IlepBoe, 4TO HaM HYKHO CHelaTh, 3TO BEISCHUTH, KTO IOATOBOPUJI BEJIUKYIO TepLoTruHio bieitn
cOenaThb 3TO U KTO el TOMOT. BenuKasi repLoruHs, KOTOPYIO 5 3Hal0, He U3 TeX e, KOMy XBaTHUIIO0
OBl CMEJIOCTH OCYIIECTBUTDH MOMOOHBIH IIJITaH B OOUHOYKY.”

“Tpdy, cCHadana oTnycTu MeHs!”

”XM" .

[To nmpocw6e I'aBelina I[lepcuBanb ocnabun XBaTKy Ha €r0 BOPOTHUKE, B TO BpeMs Kak JlaHCeNoT
TaKyKe KUBHYJI Ha ero cjioBa U fo0aBuil.

“¢l ToKe Tak AyMalo, U S YBEPEH, UTO ¥ HE€ €CTh COOOIITHUKM .

“Torga, KTO, IIO-TBOEMY, MOT 3TO COenaTh?”

“Hy, 970 0ueBuAHO. ITO BUKOHT Pynept ['yuHusuc. HUKTO Opyrou, KpoMe Hero, He MOXET TaK



TPOHYTH BEJIUKYIO repLoruHio bieun.”

Ha Bompoc CeTta Ke¥, KOTOPEIH OBIT PSIOM C HUM, IT0XKaJl IJIe4aMy ¥ OTBETHII. Y CJIBIIIIAB €ro OTBET,
Cert u ocTasibHBIE TaKXKe COTJIACUIIUCh C KPUBOI YIHIOKOM.

Kto GBI MOT TOgyMaTh, YTO MJIOXUE OTHOIIEeHUS Pymeprta ['yunuBuca ¢ CeToM IMPOMISTCS TakK JOJIT0?
OH 3aKphIBas Irja3a Ha MHOTHME M3 ero IOCTYIIKOB IIPU IpexHeu ‘MuHac I[lepceH’, HO Teneps, KOrga
oH npubnu3usncs Kk MuH-xa, CeT He coOupascs OTIyCKaTh ero ¢ Kpiouka. OH pa3gaBuUT ero Tak
OCHOBATEJIbHO, YTO TOT G0JIbIlle HUKOTTIa He MOSBUTCS ¥ HETO Ha rja3ax.

Iymas Tak, CeT OTPSIXHYJI CBOM BOPOTHUK, KOTOPHIM OB cMAT ['aBeiHOM, U TPOU3HEC:

“Tem He MeHee, 9TO OBITIO YIUBUTEILHO. S HE 0XKHUOAT, YTO OH PEILIUT HAaBPeAUTh KOMY-TO, KpoMe
MeHs.”

“IlomXeH ObITH CKPHITHIA MOTUB. HaM HY>KHO 3TO BHISICHUTD ... HO, IIepef 9TUM ...”

“Ilepen aTum?”

“IlaBadiTe CHayasa yoeouM HEpPEeIIUTeIbHOT'0 UMIIEpAaTopa, KanuTaH".

Korma 'aBeitH oTBeTHN ¢ ycMmelko#, CeT yiaeIOHYICS eMy B 0TBEeT. Ka3anmock, YTO €r0 CBUPEIIOe
TIOBe[IeHNe MCYe310, KaK OyATo 3TO Obla JI0XKb, ¥ OH, Ka3anoCh, 00pel CBoe 00LIYHOe
camoobrafaHue.

“Ila. HaM Hy>KHO BHIUTpaTh BpeMsd.”

“Ilay MHe HEMHOI'0 BpEeM€EHH, CKJIOHUBIINCH KaK MOXKHO HUXKE U YMOJIssa. TeM BpeMeHeM MbI
IIPOBEZleM pacciefoBaHue B OTHOLIEHUHU TeX, KTO BCTyIIal B KOHTAKT C BEJIUKOU repuoruHen bneitd u
BUKOHTOM ['yrHUBHCOM.”

“Xopormo. 4 coenato 3To ”.

“Ax... Tenepsp, Korga g gymMao 06 9ToM, HeMHOT0 00MIHO IIPOIIyCKaTh KalnuTaHa, afgalolero HUll
nepen MMnepaTtopoM. Eciu OB TOJIBKO 5T MOT BUMIETh 9TO CBOMMU ABYMS T'Jla3aMu, s ObLa OBl B
COCTOSHUY CMESIThCA Haj BaMU CJeOyollue OecsaTh JieT .

“... Cop I'aBentH. THI X04elb ymepeTs?”

“Xaxa. Korpma Bompoc OYIeT pellleH, s CTPEMUTLCS K 3TOMY CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO BBl 3aXOTUTE, KaluTaH.”



“T'aBetiH. ThHI IEHCTBUTENBHO yMaEIhb, YTO CMOXKEIh T0OeIUThL €T0 TPEBOCXOAUTENTHCTBO?”

“Yro?! JaxXe ecnu g BCerga IPOUTpHIBal0, HE 3HAUUT, YTO Y MEHSI HET BO3MOXKHOCTH NONbITaThCs! ”

Cet ynbIOHYIICS TIpH Bue JIaHCETIOTa U ero phillapel, IPenupaBIIuXCs W3-3a €T CJI0B.

OH gyMmai, 4To OHU OymyT BO3MYIIAThCS ¥ KPUTHUKOBATh €TI0 3a TO, YTO OH CKPLIBAET TAaKOM OOJIBIION
CeKpeT, Kak 3akJIMHaHue MOIYOYIIN, ¥ OH JyMaJ, YTO OHU OOBUHST U MOABEPTHYT MUH-Xa 3a TO, YTO
9TO MPOHU30IIIO0. M3-3a 3TOT0 OH XOTeJI CrlacTy ee, benuBuans u 'apeTa U MOMBITANICS PELIUTh
npo6eMy, B35IB BCIO BUHY Ha ce0sl.

OpHako pHIlapy TOHUMAJIK ero CUTYalllio U faxKe OBUIM TOTOBH OTJIaTh 3a HETO CBOM XKU3HU.

CeT 1MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TSXKECTh yIaja C ero cepala.

‘... fl mpoumy 4epe3 3TO CO CBOMMU pPHIIapsiMu. HyKHO NMHIIE HEMHOTO MTOM0KAATh, ¥ IPABOCyaue
BOCTOPKECTBYeT. ’

Ecnu Obl 0HU OBUTM IIPEABIAYIIUME PHIIapsaMu [IepceHa, oHU OBl IPUAYMAH IJIaH CIIaCEeHUS TOJIBKO
BenuBuans u 'apeTa. X0Ts, BUAS, YTO OHU IJIAHUPOBAIHU CIIACTH U TEPIIOTHHIO, OH HE MOT He
IogyMaTh 0 MUH-Xa BHOBB.

‘U Bce mOTOMY, UTO OHa OTHOCHJIACh K HUM C HOOPHIMU HAaMEPEHUSIMU U UCKPEHHOCTHIO .

Ona OblTa XXKEeHIIUHOU C HemoKo1ebuMor [oOPOTOM 110 OTHOILIEHHIO K HeMy caMoMy, Hoto 1 prilapsiMm,
KOTOpBIe OBIIM BpaxkaeOHb U3-3a 37IBIX [es, CoBepIlneHHbX ‘MuHac [lepcen’. Y 00BUHSATH TAKOTO
yeJioBeKa B TOM, UTO OH BeJbMa, KOTopas oOpaTuia faxe BpaXkay, HaKOMUBIIYIOCS 3a TOMHI, B
no6po...

OH He MOT 3TOT0 IIPOCTHUTH.

‘Sl onipepienenHo cracy Tebs’.

CeT pemuTeNbHO 0TOPBAJICS OT CBOMX phillaped u 06epHyscs. OH HAMpaBIIICS MIPSMO B
HMniepaTopCKui ABOPELL.

Paccragmmuce co cBoumu peilapaMu, CeT HallpaBUJICS NPSIMUKOM B MIMIlepaTopcKuii ABOpel 1
BcTpetun OnuBepa, KanutaHa MiMepaTopCKou reapauy, KOTOPHIM OXPaHSAJI IJIaBHEIM BXOf,.

“Yro ato? Kyna Bel HanpasnseTecs, repuor Ilepcen?”



“... Umnepckuii kaniutan OnuBep”.

“¢ He moMHI0, 4TOOHI repifor [IepceH OBI B CIIMCKE TeX, KOMY UMIIEPATOP AapoBas ayIueHINI0
cerogHsa?”

OmnuBep CapKaCTUYECKHU YXMBITBHYJICS €My, KOTla OH BRITAIIVMII CBOM Med M3-3a II0sca U
3a0/710KHPOBAJI BXOJ BO IBOPEII.

CeT B OTUAsTHUM IIPUKYCHUII HUZKHIOIO l"y'6y, ITIOCKOJIBKY ITIOABIJIEHUE OJ'II/IBepa, Ka3aJIoCh, PAa303JIUIIO
€ro, COBCeM KdkK B TOT I€Hb, KOT'Tda OH COIIPOBOXKOAll Mun-xa B CTOJIMLY. TeM He MeHee, OH He MOT
IIO3BOJIUTE cebe IIOTEePATH PAaCCYyOoOK U OelCTBOBATh OIIPOMETYHUBO ... Opnoro pasa OBLIIO HOCTATOYHO.

Korpa oH riny60Ko0 B30OXHYJI, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTHCS, OH 3arOBOPUJI POBHEIM TOHOM.

“Ilepenaiite Ero BenuuecTBy, 4To s IPUOBLT 1 XOTEN ObI TOIYYUTh Y HETO ayTUEHILINI0” .

“¢ He gyMmaro, 4TO 9TO cpaboTaet”.

“... IlepemaiiTe eMy MO0 IIPOCLOY”.

“Hackonbko g 3Haw, Ero BenuuectBo npukasan Ero IIpeBocXoouTeNIbCTBY BEPHYTHCA B 3aMOK U
co0paThCs C MBICISIMU. BHI XOTHTE OCNTyIIaThCsl MPUKa30B uMIieparopa?”

CapkacTtuueckue ria3a OnuBepa OBIIN IOJTHB BPaxkaeOHOCTH 10 OTHOIIEHHIO K HeMy. [TIIas B 9TH
rna3a, CeT TOpbKO yNIBIOHYIICS.

Ecnu momymath, OH cibinian 06 oTyeTe capa ArpaBeiiHa. OnuBep BaHamuc, rnaBa KMIIEPCKON
TBApOMM, CKA3aJl, YTO OH OB MCKITIOYUTEILHO MIPedaH UMIEPATOPY ¥ YTO OH OTHOCHUJICS K JII000MY,
KTO IIBITAJICS MPUYMHUTD BpPe[ UMIIePaToPy, KakK K TOMY, KTO JOKeH OBITh YCTPaHEeH.

‘...MTak, MuH-xa, KOTOPY10 OOBUHUIM B MOILITKE IPUUYUHUTH BPE] €TI0 TI00MMOMY UMIIEPATOPY, U €€
MYy, MHe, He BHITJISIIEeH OBl XOPOIIIO B €T0 rjiasax’.

YysctBa OnuBepa Obutu MOHATHEL. Ho CeT He MOT IPOCTUTH BEIUKYIO replioTHHI0 BiieliH 3a To, 4To
OHa HeCIIpaBe[INBO O0BMHMIIIA YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPOro OH to0um. I103ToOMy OH He CTaHeT OTCTYIIUTh
IpsIMO ceiyac.

Cer TOPBKO YJ'H::I6HYJ'IC$I 1 MEJIEHHO OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHH IIPAMO Ha MECTe.

“...Uto Brl gmenaete, repuor Ilepcen?”



CrpocuB 3T0, CapKa3M B €ro Tia3ax ucues, korga OnuBep MOBEPHYJICS K HEMy, HaXMypHUBIIUCEH. Ha
BOIIpoC CeT OMyCTHII B3TTISA/, IIPEXK/e YeM OTBETUTh TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

“f mogoxkny 3mecs, roka Ero BennyecTBo HE JacT aynoueHIuu”.

“...Xa. Kaxertcs, Bbl BlaflaeTe B OTYasgHUE, OTTOTO JaXkKe He BUAUTE, YTO [elaeTe, OMyCKasiCh Ha
KOJIEHHU IIepefd KeM-TO Bpofie MeHs.”

“He nmeeT 3HaYeHUs, 4TO THl AyMaelllb. f IeMOHCTPUPYIO BepHOCTh Ero Benuuectsy”.

“Tck...Bel gymaete, 5170 u3MeHUT MHeHUe Ero BennyecTtsa?”

Ha ato OnuBep HeOmOOPUTENbHO MPHUIIEIKHYIT S3EIKOM, XO0TsSI CeT IIPOCTO OTBETHUII JIETKUM TOHOM.

“Hy. Pa3Be 3T0 He TO, YTO CTOUT MOMPO6OBATH?”

“... Tepuor Ilepcen”.

“3a BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb 5 HUKOTTIa He y0erar ¢ moyus 6051, Ha Kotopoe Ero BenmuuecTBo nmpuka3ai MHe
OTIIPaBUTLCS, U 1 BCEr{la BO3Bpalllajiach XKUBLIM. ThI 3HaEIlb, 4YTO 3TO 3HAUUT?”

“A He...  He yBepeH.”

Korpma OnuBep nozxkai mjiedaMu B OTBET Ha ero Bolpoc, CeT pa3gBuHYy I'yObl B yBePEeHHOH YIIBIOKE.

“3T0 03HAYAeT, YTO S CIPABUIICS C JTIOOBIMHU yTpo3aM U HeBe3eHueM, u Ero BenuduecTBo Bce elie
MOZKET CUeCTb MEHS NOCTOMHLIM €Tr0 BHUMAaHMUs" .

”Xﬁ. n

“Urtak, a1 yBepeH, 4To Ero BenruecTBo He 3aKpoeT Ha MeHd rjia3a”.

9TO OBIIIO CITUIIKOM CaMOYBEPEHHO, JaXe 0ecCTHIOHO.

YcnrimaB ero ciosa, OnuBep MOCMOTPEN Ha HETro C OTBpAllleHueM, IIpexk/e YeM BJIOXKUTh MeY B
HOXKHBI. 3aTeM, CKPECTHB PYKU Ha T'PYAH, OH 3arOBOPUII, TPOX0fs Iepefl BopoTaMu MiMepaTopcKoro
[BOpIIA, TOEe CTOSJI MUHYTY Ha3af.

“4ro X, menaiTe, 4To Bam 3abmaropaccyourcs”.



“Cnacu6o”.

“¢ Hapmetoch, Brl He OymeTe TOBOPUTH O CMEPTH I03XKe”.

“Koneuno”.

CHOBa OTBETHUB Ha CapKacTuyeckue 3aMedanusi OnuBepa, CeT BHIIPSIMUIICS U YCTABUIICS Ha
3aKPHITYIO IBEPh KMIIEPATOPCKOT0 IBOPIIA.

... OH He BCTaHET CO CBOET0 MeCTa, 1oKa MMrepaTop He OTKPOET 3Ty OTPOMHYIO ABEPD U HE BIIYCTUT
€ero.

CeT KpenKko CcXkaJl KyJlaKU U MOKJIAJICS B 3TOM caMoMy cele.

o o
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Tpu yaca oXuUOaHUS ayOUEHLUU y UMIIepaTopa.

Myx4rHa, ONETHIY B IITAaTCKOE, BHIIIEN mepel CeToM, KOTOPHIM CMOTpPEN IIPSIMO Ha [IBepPb, Kak OyATO
OH OBUT KAMEHHOU cTaTyell. B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa oH yBupen ero, CeT riay00KO CKJIOHWII ['OJIOBY U
IIPOU3HEC:

“Barme BenuuecTBo...”

YenoBek, KOTOPHIM CTOSII Iepen HuM OblT iMmepaTopoM.

I/IMHepaTop, KOTOprfI, Ka3aJIoCh, Iepeoaerics, YTOOHI He IOMMagaThCA Ha I'JIa3d OKPYZXKAIOIIUM, 1
BRIIIIEJI C MUHUMAJIBHBIM KOJIMYE€CTBOM COIIPOBOZKAOAIOIINX, B3TJIAHYII BHU3 Ha Cera, KOTOpI:IfI CTOAN
Ha KOJIEHAX C YT'PIOMBIM BEIPDAKE€HHUEM JIMUIIA. 3aTeM OH KOPOTKO B3OOXHYJ U CIIPOCHII.

“Bel myMaeTe, 1 U3MEHIO pellleHue TOJIbKO II0TOMY, YTO BBl OIyCTUNIUCE HA KOJIEeHU?”

“... IloxamnyicTa, BEIC/IyILIalTe MEHS, Ballle BeJIU4YECTBO”.

“¢l He 3HAIO, YTO elle Thl X04elllb, YTOOHI g ycCIbiasa oT Tebs, repuor [lepceH. Bce B 3arne cyna
TIOOTBEPAUIIY, YTO XKEHIIKMHA, 3aKTI0YeHHas B TEMHUILY, Oblyia BeIbMOit.”

“OnHa He BebMa, ¥ OHA HUKOT[A He MIPOK/INHAaNa BeJIUKY0 replorudio bnen”.

“ThHI XOTeJI BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM, 4TOOR CKa3aTh TO Ke caMmoe elre pa3? Kakoe pa3oyapoBaHue.”



YcnbiaB ero ciioBa, UMIIEPATOP OTBEPHYJICS C XOJIOMHBIM CapKa3MoM. Bups, 4To oH
TI0OBOPA4YMBaeTCsl, YTOOH TPONTH 00paTHO Yepe3 aBeph, CeT HaCTOMYMBO 3aKpUYall.

“IToxarmyiicTa, mofoXauTe, Bame BenuyecTso...!”

“ThHI X04eIb MHe elrle YTO-HuOymb cKa3aTh, repior Ilepcen?”

“... [loxamyiicTa, faliTe MHe ellle HEMHOT'O BpeMEHHU [JIs1 BEIHECEHUS IIpUrosopa”.

“O KaKOM CpOKe ThHI IIPOCUIIL?”

“¢ He Oynmy oTpHUllaTh, YTO BeJIMKas replroruHs bieiiH nocTpagasna OT HeUeCTHBOM Marui, HO 5
IyMaio, 4To 3T0 TpebyeT Oojiee TIIaTEIbHOTO PACcCiefoBaHusA OTHOCUTENIBHO TOTO, IeHCTBUTEIHHO JIN
3TO0 OBIJIO IEJIOM PYK MOEH KeHBI”.

“ TpebyeT Gosee TIIATEIHLHOTO PacciefoBaHus?”

“Ia. 4 mymalo, He0OXOMMMO TIIATEeIbHOE paccaeqoBaHKue, YTOOB! BHIICHUTD, IeHCTBUTEIIBHO U
IPOKJIATHE OBITIO JeJTIOM PYK MO€eH KeHBI WU B HeM OBIJT 3aMelllaH KTO-TO Apyrou .

“TiraTenbHOE pacciegoBaHue...”

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH IIBITAJICSI YTOBOPUTH UMIIEPATOPA, JINIIO TOTO OBIIO XOJIOMHBIM, KaK OyaTO OH
yxe npuHsn pemenre. OH QBIPKHYN Ha cioBa CeTa, Ipexk/e YeM CIIPOCHII C XOJIOMHBIM B3TTISIIOM.

“Iloka3aTeNbCTBA U CBUAETENHU YKe CYIIEeCTBYIOT, TaK KAKOT0 pofia pacciieloBaHue CIenyeT
npoBecTu? Kpome TOTo, CTh KOE-YTO, UTO ThHI YIIYCTHUII U3 BUIY.”

“Mory 51 OCMENUTHCSA CIPOCUTH, UTO 3TO?”

“Benukas repuoruss bieiH, KOTopas HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Ha3aj mpobyauiachk, Ha3Bala BeIbMY
BUHOBHUIIEN 3TOI'0 OTBPATUTEIIBHOTO IPOKJIATUS” .

“Kpome 3TOr0, BaM HYKHEI APyrUe OOKa3aTeNlbCTBa U CBUNETEIn?”
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