ITpoIiyIo HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ipexk/e, YeM OHM BHIIIIH K3 CEKPETHOI'0 Cafa, Maxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
yKe Jaju gpyT OpyTry obelllaHWe HUKOTA He Pa3/lydaTcs IO KOHIA CBOUX MHEH.

Brino yKe mOBOJIBHO TTO30HO, JTyHa BHCeNla BLICOKO B caMOM LieHTpe Heba. [lapa MeqjieHHO gBUTAIach
B CTOPOHY IIPUCTPOMKH, IepxkKach 3a pykKu. CT0BHO PeOEHOK, JEBYIIKA CIeTKa KayHyJla CBOIO IIPaBYI0
PYKY, KOTOPYIO BCE 3TO BpeMs mepxai CeT, IIOCjie Yero BHITSHYIA JIEBYIO HA YPOBEHb T'Jla3.

B3rnsgHyB Ha ABa KOJIblla, YKPAIIaBIIUX €€ majel, MUH-Xa pacIibliach B CHACTIUBOM YIILIOKe.

«Tak 3HA4YUT 9TO pyOMHOBOE KOJIbLIO PaHbIlle TPHHAMIEXKAJI0O TBOEH MaTEPU?»

«Jla. CyuTaeTcs, 4YTO 9TO KOIBIO MOJaPHI €€ MOU OTell, KOTfa mesas npegnoxenue. OH XpaHUII ero
[OJTO€e BpeMs, NOKUAAsICh HYy?KHOTO MOMEHTa»

«Bay... Pa3Be MOr'y s BOT TaK IIPOCTO HOCUTD 3TO KOJIbLO?»

«0O gyeM THI roBOpHULIL? KTO e11€ Mor Obl 3aC/TyKMBaTh 3TOTO KOJIbIlA, ECIIA He THI?»

«4T0 XK, BEPOSTHO JIUIIb A OgHa».

Cnymasi, Kak JeBYIIKa TOPKECTBEHHO I'OBOPUT O KOJIbIIe, TOBOPAYMBAs KUCTh U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY,
Cet yneIOHYJICS ¥ CXKaJl €€ PYKy 4yTh CUIbHEe. B TOT ke Mur, MuH-xa IpPUABUHYJIACh K HEMY TaK
67IM3K0, YTO Kacajach ero mnieya.

«Tebe xommomHO?» - cripocuyl CeT, HAKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY U OIIEPUBILKCH €10 Ha I'0JIOBY OEBYIIKHU, UAYIIEN B
CTOJIb YOUBHUTEIHHON K HEMY GJTU30CTH.

«HeT, 51 mpocTo x04y OBITH O/HKe K Tebe».

3aMe[IuB IIar, OHa IPUABUHYJIACH K MyK4YHHe elle cunbHee. Eif X0Tenock, YTOO UX MPOTYJIIKa,
HaIoJJHeHHass 6eCCMBICIEHHBIMU JHAIOTaMK O CAMBIX ITPOCTHIX Belllax, MIPOA0JIKaaach HEMHOTO
nonsbize. Bynro Ov1 ynoBuB eé Meiciu, CeT Toxke 3ameqnnuics. Cepile IeBYLUIKY 3a0uI0Ch ORICTPEE OT
IIPOSIBIEHHOU MYXYMHOW BHUMAaTEIbHOCTH.

[TporynuBasiCh 1 MO3BOJISAS TEITYy OAPYT APyra COTPeBaTh UX Tella, OHM HAKOHEIl JOCTUTIIH
IPUCTPOMKHU, ITPEXK/e YeM PacCUUTHIBAIM Ha CAMOM [IeJie.

MuH-xa B3rJIsIHYJIA Ha Cera, CTOSBIIIETO rnepen OoHUM K3 APKO OCBEIIEHHBIX OKOH.

«CriokorHOM HOuM. Hazetoch, 3aBTpa g YBUXKY TeOs CHOBa».



«a. CTIOKOMHOU HOYU».

«...YTO XKe, TI0JIaraio MHE HYKHO UATU».

«o»

AKKypaTHO IIOIIPAaBUB €€ PyKaBa, My>K4MHa 3allpaBUJl HECKOJIBKO JIOKOHOB 3@ YX0 NEeBYIIKHU, Ipexke
yeM OBICTDO IIOIETIOBATh €€ B IIeKy U OTBEPHYTHCA. B To BpeMs MuH-xa CMOTpesia Ha ero CIuHY,
TI0KA OH Me[IJIEHHO YAAIsJICsS OT He€, CO B3TJISIOM MTOJIHBIM CTPAHHOTO COXKaJIEHUS ¥ Pa304apOBaHUs.

‘[10BONIBHO JOCAMHO, YTO OH BOT TaK yXOOUT. XOTs ObI cerogHst MHe OBl XOTE€JI0Ch, YTOOBI HAIIIK Iy TH
HEe PACXOJUJINCh TAKUM TPAarduyHLIM 00pa3oM..."

WM3-3a 3TOTr0 OEBYIIKA HEYBEPEHHO MIPOOOJIXKalla CMOTPETh Ha HETO, IT0Ka OH YXOMUT BCE AallblIe.
Bckope MuH-Xxa HaKOHeI] PellIniack ¥ I03Bajia ero, Cjaerka MpUKyCUB HUKHIOW T'y0y.

«...0n, Cet!».

Torpa, c7OBHO HOXUASICh €€ 30Ba, MyKUMHA OCTAaHOBUJICA U ITOCMOTPET Ha3ak. BrIcTpo
npUOIN3UBIIKCE K HEMY, OHa B3sij1a €ro0 3a PYyKYy.

«MHe KaxKeTCs, 3TO HeCKOJIbKO I0CafHO, YTO MBI BOT TakK ImponraemMcH... TeOe He KaXkeTcs?»

&, .»

«Taxk...»

MoxeT OBITh THI OCTAHEIILCS Ha HOYb B MPUCTPOUKe? BynTo Gkl OHA ¥ BIPSIMb CMOTJIa OBI CIIPOCHUTH
ero o0 3TOM....

«Batire npeBocxoguTeNnbCTBO! e BhI, Ballle MPEBOCXOAUTEIHCTBO?»

Co CTOPOHHBI BOCTOYHOM IIPUCTPOUKHU, C JOPOKKHU BeOyllel KO BXOAY, JOHOCHUJICS rooc JlaHCcenoTa,
uinyiero Cera.

Ha mepBBI¥ B3I, ATy phillaped, 6eTrymux BMecTe ¢ HaCTOMYKUBEIM I'0jI0cOM JIaHCeI0Ta, Ka3asloch,
VCYHUCIISIIUCE NeCITKaMU. YBUOEB, UTO MUH-Xa HaNpSTIach Mpu 9ToM 3ByKe, CeT, CJIOBHO YTOOH
YCIIOKOUTH ee, OOHSJTI ee 3a IIJIe40 ¥ KPUKHYJ B TY CTOPOHY, OTKyZa JOHOCHUJICS T'0JIoC.

«Coap Jlarcenor, g 37mech!»



«Barre IIPEBOCXOOUTEIIECTBO, BOT BRI rge...!»

«YTO IPOUCXOOUT?»

Kak OBl B OTBET Ha €ro BOIPOC, OBICTPHIN 3BYK IIaroB OETyIINX PHIlapei 0CTaHOBUIICS, IIOCTIE YeTO
JlaHcenoT u prilapu [lepceH CKIOHUINCE IIepef TepLioroM C B3BOJTHOBAHHLIMU JIUIIAMHU.

JIaHCenoT OBIT ITOTHOCTHIO OMET B IOCIIEXH, 3aKPHIBABIINE KA/ CAaHTUMETP €TI0 Teja, OH TIXKeIo
OBIIIAT ¥ IepKaj B pyKe Med, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch YK COBCEM HEOOBIYHBIM.

«HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af, C3p ArpaBeiiH, KOTOPHIM CTOPOXKUT OKparHEL 3aMKa [lepceH, npucian MHe
nucbMo. [IpsiMmo ceityac ocoOble BovicKa MiMmepaTopa, BKJII04Yasi UMIIEPCKYIO CTPaxy, CIIEIIHO
HECYTCSI IPSIMO K 9TOMY MecCTy!»

«...0cobrle Bovicka Mimnepartopa? Ho o Kakoi npuduHe?»

«MHe He Ha3Ba/ld MPUYMHE], HO TUCHMO Cc3pa ArpaBeiiHa ObI0 moMedeHo MMIepaTopcKo
1evYaThio... B mickMe TOBOPUIIOCH, YTO €CITU MBI HE OTKPOEM IIYTH K 3aMKy [lepceH u 0COOHSIKY, TO
OyneM Haka3aHH 3a IPECTYIJIeHNe, IPUPaBHUBAIOIIEECS K IPelaTeIbCTBY».

«Ecnu oTKaxkeMcsl COTpyIHUYATh, TO OyoeM 0OBUHSATHCS B IpefaTeNbcTBe? YTO XKe, MHE HHTEPECHO,
YTO 3aCTaBUI0 MMIepaTopa MmociaTh Ciofla CBOM CPOYHEIE BOMCKA B CTOJIb MTO3OHUM YacC, KaKou OBl
BECKO# He Obl/la IPUYMHA».

«...KaxeTcs cap ArpaBelH ToxKe CIIpaIiuBag 00 3TOM, OTHAKO KallUTaH UMIEPCKOM CTPaXKHu
0TKa3aJICd OTBeYaTh Ha ero BOIIPOCH, CKa3aB, YTO He MOXKeT BHIIaTh eMy 3Ty HHQOpPMauuo u3-3a
ocoboui cpoyrocTu. OH HacTauBas Ha TOM, YTOOBI BOPOTa 3aMKa OBIJTA OTKPHITH HEMEAJIEHHOY.

«Tak, ¥ rge XKe 3TH BOMCKA U UX KAlIUTaH cerdac?»

«[TrchbMO capa ArpaBeiiHa MPUOLITIO0 OKOJIO TPUALIATH MUHYT Ha3af, 4, S IojIaraio, 3TO 3HAYHUT, YTO
BOMCKA y2Ke HOJIKHEI ObIH J06PAThCS M0 0COOHSIKa».

Bripaxenue nuna CeTa IIOCYpOBeJIO IIPU II0C/Ie0BaBIlIeM oTueTe JlaHcesioTa. TeM BpeMeHeM
BhIpaxKeHue julla MuH-Xa, KOTOpas CTosiia PANOM C HUM, He MOTJIO He CTaTh CEPbe3HBIM, IOCKOJIBKY
OH Jaxe He ObLJI TOX0XK Ha Yej0BeKa, KOTOPHIM COBCEM HelaBHO MO-g00POMY yiIbIOasics el paHbIIe.

‘Uro npoucxoout? UTO OH MMeJI BBUAY IIOA IIpeAaTesIbCTBOM... ¥ 3a4eM MMrepaTopy OTIIPaBlIATh
CBOMU BOMCKa Clofia B TakKoe BpeMs? ’

®axKT TOro, 4TO UM OBIITO IIPUKA3aHO OTKPBITE BOPOTA 3dMKa B TaKOM IIO3THUM Yac, OBLT HEe MeHee
CTPaHHBIM, OMHO3HAYHO JaBas IMOHATH BCIO CEPEE3HOCTL CUTYAllNH. He ocos3naBas Toro, MuH-xa



Kpemde cxkaja pyky CeTa, 4yBCTBYS, KaK €€ OECIIOKOWCTBO JIUIIL BO3PACTAET C KaXKIO0U CEKYHIOM.

Korpga on noBepHysics K Helt, CeT HEKHO ITOXJIOMNa JeBYIIKY 10 IJIedy, ¥ IPUOTKPHLI POT:

«He BomHy¥iCSl, yBEpEH 3TO He Takas yXK u 60mbiias npobiemar.

«...THl Tak gymaerin?»

«JTa, Tebe CTOUT BEPHYTLCS B IIPUCTPOUKY U OTTOXHYTHY.

«Ho Kax xe TBI?»

«060 MHe He BOJIHYUCT».

MuH-xa He MOTJila CKPBEITh CBOero 6eCcIioKOMCTBa, HECMOTPS Ha ero fo6pklie CI0Ba YTeIIeHUs.

Bce, uTo e¥t HYKHO OBIIO CHEIaTh ceiyac, 3TO HOBEPUTHCS CeTy U CIIOKOMHO BEPHYTHCS B
IIPUCTPOMKY, KaK OH CKa3aJl, XOTsI OHa Ipofoixkana 6ecriokouTscsi. [loueMy-To el Ka3anock, YTO OHa
He CMOXET YCUIETh Ha MeCTe OCTaBUB €r0 ONHOTO0.

Korga Mun-xa He cHesana HY OOHOTrO mara, CeT pelmMTenbHO IT0Kadal IOJI0BOM ¥ MSATKO OTTOJIKHYII
ee PyKy oT ce0s, mpexme yeM o0paTuThCs K JIaHCenoTy u peinapsam IlepceHa.

“MHe npuaeTcs NOUTH U YBUAETh IPOUCXOAsIIee caMoMy. ['ie ocTanbHble pHIlapu?”

“3a UCKIII0YEeHNEM pHILIapel, KOTOPHIE BTN HAapyKYy, BCe PHILIAPH, HaXOASIIHECS B HACTOSIIEe
BpeMsI B 3aMKe, ObI/IM BRI3BAHKI KO BXOMIy B OCOOHSIK”.

“fcHo. [TokaswiBaiiTe gopory, cap JlaHcenoT. Mbl oTIpaBisieMcs NpsiMo cerdac. ”

“Ia, Ballle MPEBOCXOOUTEIILCTBO” .

[To ero koMaHze JlaHCeNnoT U Apyrue peitlapu IlepceHa BEICTPOUINCE Ileper HUM, a CeT OBICTPO BCTAl
nepeqn HUMU.

M B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{Ia OH COOMpPAJICS IBUTATHCH. ..

“Kakoro uepTa TH fesnaemrs?! OCTaHOBUCH IPAMO ceiidac! [laxke ecny T KaluTaH UMIIEPATOPCKOU
rBapOyy, Thl He MOXKEIIb UATYU fganbiie! ”



“Kakast mep3ocTh! Kak TH cMeellh OCTaHaBIMBATh MEHS, KanuTaHa IBapauu Ero BemuuecTBa, rpada
OnuBepa Banapuca, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO S phHILlapb repiora?”’

Iaxke Ha PACCTOSTHUY OHU MOTJIM CJIBIIIATH 3BYK JIOIIQAUHBIX KOIBIT, ITPUOIIUKAIOIIMXCS K
IIPUCTPOMKE, M KPUKU CEPOUTHIX JTI0feH, OJIOKUPYIOUIUX UX.

Korpa MuH-Xa MOHSINIA, YTO MEPBEIM CePOUTHIM r0JI0C, KOTOPHIH OH YCIIBIIIAN, TpUHAIeXan ['aBeiny,
ee TJ1a3a 3a[poxkKay OT YIUBJIEHHUS, & TEJIO CXKaJIOCh. B To ke BpeMsi CeT GLICTPO 3aKPHII ee cO60H U
3arOBOPHII C PHIIAPSIME [lepceHa, CTOSIIUMY PSIOM C HUM.

“PebsiTa, OTBEIMTE TEPIIOTHHIO B IPUCTPOMKY IpsAMoO celiyac. A pa3bepych ¢ rpadpom Banagucom.”

“0O, g TaK He gymar”

I[To ero koMaHze JlaHCeNnoT U Apyrue peillapu [lepceHa OKpyXKuau ux ¥ 00pa3oBanu 000POHUTETLHEIN
CTPOH, B TO BpeMs Kak MuH-Xa MOBEpHYJa IojiIoBY, YTOOH ClIefoBaTh 3a CapKacTUYeCKUM T'OI0COM,
KOTOPBIM OHA yCJIBIIIANA.

Yro IIPUBIIEKIIO €€ BHUMaHHKE, TaK 3TO CEPOUTO BRITTISAASIITUN MyZXK4YKWHaA C TEMHO-KAIlITaHOBEIMU
BOJIOCaMHu.

OnuBep BaHapuc, 4enoBek B Jocrexax, YKpallleHHbX CepeOpSHBIMY LETsIMU, ¥ KPaCHOM IIJTallle,
PacIIMTOM 30JI0THIMHU JIbBAMHU, BHITJISIZIENl 3aMHTPUTOBAHHBIM, KaK TOJIBKO I'/la3a MUH-Xa BCTPETUIIHCH
¢ HuM. OH rpy60 TONKHYJ B Ipyab ['3eiiHa, KOTOPHIN CTOSII Ilepef HUM, ¥ HETOPOIIJIMBO PACCMESICS,
Ipexje YeM OCTAHOBUTHCS B TPEX HJIM YETHIPeX Iarax oT Hee.

“Tak 3Ha4uT 3T0 BeI, reproruns [lepcer? A uckan Bac monroe epems.”

“Kak rpy0o, rpad Banaguc. ¥ Bac 4To, coBceMm HET MaHep?”

Cert OBICTPO IIPerpagui eMy IyTh, He OaB MONOUTH OUKe, I0CIe HECKOJTBKO CAapKaCTUYHOI0
IIPUBETCTBUS.

Onusep paccMmesics npu Bune CeTa, KOTOPHIY BCe ellle CMOTpeJI Ha Hero C CypPOBHIM BhIpaXKeHUEM
nuna. ['saas Ha HUX, OHa YyBCTBOBaJsla, YTO OHU B 11000 MOMEHT MOTYT HadaTh ApaThcs. M, Kak Obl
JKeJasl OCTaHOBUTH WX, MUH-xa noxJonasna CeTa 10 IIJledy U CJIeTKa OTOIIa B CTOPOHY, YTOOH BCTATh
PSAIOM C HUM.

“Bce B mopsigke, Cer... [Touemy Brl uckanu MmeHs?”



“Heyxenu Bl He 3HaeTe? Pa3Be Bl He MOMXKHEI 3HATH Jy4llle, Y4€M KTO-TU0O0 [APYToi, CKOJIbKO
po6eM MPOUCXOOUT B IMIIepaTopcKoM OBOpIie IPsIMO cervac? ”

“...IlTompoxpute, 4To BHl MMeeTe B BUAY NOA STUM?”

Korpa oHa CIIPOCHUJIa, OIIEJIOMJIEHHAA 60pMOTaHI/IeM HEIIOHATHBIX CJIOB O)'II/IBepa, ero
YXMEBINTAIOIIEeECA BEIPa2KEHNE CTalI0 XOJIOOHBEIM, 1 OH CIIPOCHUJI MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHBEIM I'OJIOCOM.

“... Tak Brl o caMoro KoHIla COOMpaeTeCh IMPUTBOPSTLCS, YTO HUUETO HE 3HaeTe?”

“¢l He 3Ha10, 0 yeM Brl roBopure”.

“¢IcHo. KaxeTcsi, TepIOTuHS FOBOPUT, YTO He 3HAET, II03TOMY 51 paccKaxy BaM. [TorpebyeTcst mBa
nHs1, 4TOOH OTIPaBUTh Bac B UMmepaTopcKuit gBopeir.”

“9CKopT, 4TO THL...!”
“4ro BEI, pedsTa, menaete?! HeMenmeHHO apecTyiTe 3Ty Begbmy!”

“Ila, kanuTtau!”

OnuBep, KOTOPBIM ITOBTOPSII TOJIBKO HETIOHATHBIE CI0BA, CIeTKa IIeJIKHYI KOHYUKaMU ITajbleB U
IIpuKa3ajl cxBaTUTh MuH-xa. He3amosaro no aToro nprkKasa AECSATKYU pHILIapei, OJEThX B Ty XKe
OfleXKMy, YTO U OH, OOHAXKUIU MeUu U 1o0eKany K Hel CO CTOPOHB! OPOTH, 110 KOTOPOM OH BHIIIE].

B T0 ke BpeMs ['aBeiiH, KOTOPOTO MUHYTY Ha3af OTTONKHYIMU OT OnuBepa, IOCIEIIHO JOCTall Med,
KOTOPEIM OH HOCUJI Ha T0sICe, U 3aKpuyal.

“UepT BO3bMH, IIPEKPATUTE 3TO ceryac xe!”

“OKpyXKuTe repLOTrUHI0 HEMenJIeHHO!”

Hauwvnas c atoro kpuka, JlaacenoT u peitiapu [lepceHa HalpaBuiId CBOM MeUU Ha UMIIEPCKYI0
apmuio. OmHOBpeMeHHO ¢ 3TuM CeT, KOTOPHIY Iperpaful nyTth K MuH-Xa, 3akprudan Ha Onusepa.

“HeMmenyieHHO BePHUTE CBOHM BOMCKa, KanuTaH Onuep Baramguc. Kak Ber cMeeTe 0CKOPOISThH
TepIOrHHIO Ha3kBas e€ BegbMon? M BaM HeqoCTaTOYHO MIPUBECTH apMHUIO B IepIiorcTBo Ilepcen?
Brl HaMepeHH yMepeTs?”

“OcMenuBaeTCs JIU Ballle IIPeBOCXOIUTENICTBO OCIYIIAThCS IPpUKa3a uMiepaTopa? Bo3smure cebs B
pyku! 2KeHIuHa, CTOsIas cernyac psAaoM C BaMu, He repuoruda MuHac IlepceH, a BegbMa, KOTOpas



ITBITAJIaCh OTPABUTH CHIHOBEU BEJIMKOU TrepunoruHu brelin, a Takxke u CcaMy uXx MaTh!”

“..aro?”

B TOT MOMeHT, Korfia MuH-Xa yCrblilana CEpAuTHE ronoc OnuBepa, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCe €€
MBICTTH UCIIaPUJIUCh, & Pa3yM CJIOBHO OIIYyCTE.
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