Ha camowm [iene, s Xx0Tella IPOMOJIXKATh IepPXKaTh €r0 PYKU B CBOMX, HO OCTAHOBUJIACH, TOTOMY YTO
U0 pebEHKa He BHITISIAEIIO0 CYaCTIUBEIM. PEOEHOK MOCMOTPEN Ha PyKM MUH-Xa U TOTHSI Ha Heé
r71a3a, Kak OyOTO XOTeJ Yero-To.

— ...Xa?

— ...Ax! Touyno! d u 3a06r11a!

MuH-xa, My4YUTEIbHO PA3MBILIISBIIAS O TOM, I0YEMY OH TaK IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTPUT €M B I'/1a3a,
KOPOTKO BBIpa3uiia CBOE MOHMMaHNE, BCIIOMHUB IIPAYKUHY, TI0 KOTOPOM OHa pellniia BCTPETUTHCS C
HUM CEeTOMHS.

3aTeM OHa fJocTajla U3 KOP3HWHKU JIbBa U KPOJIMKA U ITI0JIOZKHKJIa X Iepen pGGGHKOM

— Ta-pma! 4 Bcé oTpeMoHTHpPOBasA. A 3Ta KyKJIa-KPOJIUK - ITOlapOK B KauyeCTBe U3BUHEHHU !

— ...Kponuk? 3auem?

— 4 cpenana ero, mOTOMy 4TO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK g 3aKOHYUJA CO JIbBOM, y MEHS eI€ 0CTaJI0Ch MHOT'0
HUTOK, TKaHu ¥ xyomnka. Hy uto? Tebe HpaBUTCS?

Pe6G€HOK, TpUHSABIINY 00 UTPYIIKYA CBOMMU MaJeHbKUMU PyYKaMy, KUBHYJI U OTBETHUT
pacKpaCHEeBUIUMCS JIUIIOM:

— ...Ia.

OH OB TAKUM MHUJIBIM, YTO MUH-Xa CKa3aja, HEXKHO IIOTIafuB pebEHKa 10 IOJI0BE:

— Xopormo, uyto Tebe 310 HpaBuTcs! f CUIBHO cTapasnack.

— ...IlpaBma? Cnacubo.

— Jla! Pa3Be 9T0O He 3[0POBO - 3aBECTU HOBOTO Apyra?

— ...Opyra.

Opnnako nuio peb6€HKa BAPYT 3aMETHO IIOTEMHEJIO OT €€ CJIOB.



MuH-xa OBICTPO B3MOXHYJIA U 3agyMaliachk Hafl TeM, YTO TOJIBKO UTO CKa3asa. HaBepHoe, e€ cioBa
IPUYUHUIIA PEOEHKY GOIb.

OpHako S HUYEro He MOrja IIPpUAOYMATH, IIO3TOMY OCTOPOZXKHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— ...4to cnyyunocs? 4 cka3ana 4To-TO y10X0e? THl MOXKeIlb CKa3aTh MHE, YTO g CAellaja He Tak?

— ...Bcé B mopsizgke. { mpocTo 3aBUAYIO.

— Tol 3aBUAYyEIb... KOMY?

— ...Y Jleo ecTb OpyrT... A y MeHd HET Opy3el.

Pe0GEHOK CKa3asl 3T0 ¥ HagyJl I'y0rl, CJIOBHO coOUpasich 3aliakaTh. MUH-Xa pacTepsiiach, Korja Ha
€ro MUJIOM JIMYUKE TIOSIBUIUCH CJIE3HL. §1 BOBCE HE 3TO UMeJa B BUAY, HO eMy ObLIO 60JTBHO, TOTOMY
4YTO 5 HEBOJILHO HAllOMHUJIa €MY O ero "paHax".

4 ToKe He MOTy OBITH CIIOKOMHA...

CmoTpst Ha peGEHKa, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT 3aIjilaueT, MUH-Xa MOPHIBUCTO 3aKpuUyasa, IIOTSHYB ero 3a
PYKY ¥ KPEIKO CXKaB:

— H-my, He nnayb! Xoyels IOAPYXKUTLCA CO CTapiuel cecTpoi? [JaBaii OygeM BMeCTe UTpaTh B
KYKJIbl U YUTaTh KHUTU. Xopoi1o? Tel He IPOTUB?

— ...Ho... 4...

— .. XMm?

3aTeM peGEHOK YTO-TO MPOGOPMOTA CBOUM HU3KUM T'OJI0COM. Y Hero OBl OYeHb IyTalouluil rojoc,
TI09TOMY 5T BHUMATEJILHO IIPUCIIYINAIach, TOTOMY YTO IIJIOXO €T0 CIIBIIIaa.

Pya-a-a-p-p-p.

Ho 3aTeM $ ycrnbliliana 3BYK, BRIPBaBIIMICS U3 XKeJyKa pebéHKa. MUH-Xa yOUBUJIaCh OBOJILHO
TPOMKOMY 3BYKY, B TO BpeMs Kak yIu peO€HKa IOKpacHe . MUH-Xa CIIPOCHIIa, TaCKOBO ITOXJIONaB
ero II0 MaJIeHbKOU CIIUHE:



— T&l1, cny4aitHO, He TONOJeH?

—...Ja.

— ...JTouemy?

— ..AdHe X04y €CTh B OOMMHOYECTBE.

— Ilorumaro. Trl He X04elllb IIOECTh CO CTapIIerd CECTPOu?

— He xouerns?

Korpma oHa 0CTOpPOXKHO CIpocuiia, peOEHOK SPOCTHO 3aMOTaJI TOJI0BOM U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY. BEIIO
IPUSTHO BUIETh, KaK OH Ka4yaeT I0JI0BOY, KaK OyATO OHa ceiyac ymafméT, mo3ToMy MUH-Xa TPOMKO
paccMesiniach 1 B3siyia pe6EHKA Ha pyku. OHa He MOTrJia CIepKaThCs, TOTOMY YTO IIPEJIeCTHHIM
PeOEHOK OBbIST TAK MUJI B BHIPAXKE@HHUU CBOMX 9MOITHH.

— .. Ax...

['ma3a pe6€HKa IIMPOKO PACKPHUIUCH. [ToX0XkKe, OH ObLT YIUBIIEH €€ BHE3AIIHBIMU JEeHCTBUSIMHU.

Ox, Tebe 9TO HE HPABUTCS?

MuH-xa TOCMOTpPesIa Ha NUI0 Pe6EHKa U CIIPOCHTIA:

— Tebe aT0 He HpaBUTCS? Th X04elllb, YTOOHL S OTIIyCTHTIA TeOSA?

— ...Ax, HeT.

— Hy 4to0 X, Torfa s moHecy Te0s, MONOEM KylIaTh!

MuH-xa TUX0 yIEIOHYIach peOEHKY, KOTOPBIA 00HSI €€ 3a 1e0. K cyacThio, OH He UCIIBITHIBAN K HEU
HEHaBUCTH.

WTak, s BhININIA U3 HpPICTpOIZKPI C pe6éHKOM Ha PyKaX. W moka 4 11171a, MHE B T'OJIOBY ITPHUIIIJIa MBICJIb,
KOTOpas 3aCTaBUJIa MEHA OCTAHOBUTLCA.



...41 B3dna ero, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH MUJIBIA M MHE eT0 XKaJlb, HO pa3Be OH XKHBET B 9TOM O0COOHSIKE?

Mory nu s B35iTh ero 6e3 pa3pelieHus: pouutenein? YTo, eciu co MHOM OyayT obpaliaThCs Kak C
OXUTUTEIIEM 0e3 BCSIKOM MPUYUHH? f Ha MrHOBeHHEe 3a0€CIOKOUIIAch U3-3a 9TOM MBICIIH.

0x, AyMalo, pa3 OH JKUBET 3[€Ch, 3HAUUT, OH pe6€‘HOK CJIyT'H, a He Fepuora.

He mydiiie 11 MHe TIOTOM OTBECTHU €r0 K pogutenaM? 4 ke He IPUYMHIO EMY Bpefa.

Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi MuH-xa cfesaja BEIOOp, 0 KOTOPOM IIO3[IHEe CHUIIBHO I0Kajesa, ¥ MOLIa K
0COOHSIKY, TIe HaXOOuIach eé KOMHATA.
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