"JYT0 g gyMaro O BalleM MpPeniokeHuu... 4 Aymaro, 4To IMpuMy 310 ".

"qro?"

"IxyH JIOHT, TEI HE MOXKEIIb ObITh CEPhE3HEIM..."

Ha nuiie cTapuKa mosiBUiIach yibiOKa. "XopoIlo, TH 3Haelllb, 4To AJid Te0s nyydine. K coxaneHuo,
TBOM [IPYy3bs He IOJTydaT TaKoro ke oOpareHus!" OH nopoiesn 651Mxke K MOUM TOBapHUIllaM-
y4eHUKaM u Opocuscs B ataky. B aToT MoMeHT s Obut o3agu Hero. Ha 3ToT pa3 Ha MoeM nutie
nosiBunack yneioka! TCk, TCK, TCK.

"TIpocTo mwyyy". f BOH3UJI CBOXO PYKY NpsAMO eMy B cnuHy. OH ynas Ha noJ1. Ha ero nuie oTpa3uiuch
3aMelIaTeNbCTBO U IIOK. [Ty CTapUK... OH OEeUCTBUTEJILHO AyMaJl, YTO 5 IIPUMY ero
npepnnoxenue! IIpucoequHUThHCS K 60mee cnaboit cexte! UTo 3a mIyTKa... 3a KOI0 OH MEHS
npuHuMaeT? Kakou-to unuot? 4 nmokaxy eMy, 4To g [Ipakon! 3aTeM s yCIbIlIa IOCIefHNe CII0Ba
CTapuka... "4epT... TH... TapeHb". JIio Jleu MOAIPHITHYA OT PafoCTu. "THL... youBUTEIbHBIN, JIOHT!"

Ha MunyTYy MeHS OChINany IoXBajlaMi MOY TOBapUIU-YY€HUKU. [T0TOM BCe CTUXIIO... YYBCTBO
TpuyMda 1CUe3N0 TaK ke OBICTPO, KaK U MOSBUIOCh. 3aTeM 51 IIOCMOTPEJT BHU3, U TEJIO CTapuKa
MCYe3Jio... B KiTybax AbiMa! 3aTeM OH CHOBA MOSBUJICS IIEPe0 MHOW U YCTABUIICS Ha MEHSI CBOUMH
XOJIONHBIMU YEPHBIMU I'Jla3aMU. 3aTeM IIOKPOBUTENILCTBEHHBIM TOHOM OH 3aroBopui. "Hexopoimo
BOH3aTh HOXK B CIIMHY CTapIIKM... Masibi". 6ax! OH OTIpaBuI MEHS B IIOJIET HA CTO METPOB Ha3af...
4 Bpe3zaincd B mepeBo. CTapyK MOCMOTPEN Ha OCTaJIbHBIX, M Ha €T0 JIUIle OSBUIIaCh AbSBOIbCKAS
yneibka. "f1 6ymy MEIOCepaeH, TOJIBKO Ha 9TOT pa3. Bhl, COMIsAKM, MOKeTe BCe Pa30ekaThCs U
OobIlle HUKOTIa MeHST He 6eCIIOKOUTE... TI0Ka s pa30epych C TBOMM APYroM BoH TaM." Bce, kpome JIio
Jlesi, TOKMHYIM MECTO IIPOUCIIECTBUS KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee... JIeit OblJT 0OUeHb HepeIIuTeIeH. 3aTeM
CJIe3Bl IIOTEKJIU 110 ero JIUIY, ¥ BIIepBhE OH 3arOBOPUJI MCTUTEIbHEIM TOHOM. "THL... OgHaXKOH S
Hauny Teb64... u YBEBIO". Cka3zas 9T0, JIio Jleit mobexkan Tak OBICTPO, Kak TOJIbKO Mor. OH mooOemiarn
cebe, YTO OOHAXKIBE OTOMCTHUT 3@ CBOEro jyumiero apyra. OH mpoaeT 3TO Aypalkoe CTOMHEBHOE
o0ydeHue, BEIPACTET, BHIIIOIHUT G0Jiee CII0KHBIE MUCCUM M BEIpACTET elie Oombirne. [ToToM, Korma OH
OymeT TOTOB... OH OBI IOJZKET CEKTY U KOHKPETHO 9TOro CTapuka. [1o KpaiitHel Mepe, 3TO TO, YTO OH
XOTeJl coemnaTh. "[leTu B HAIM AHU CIIMIIKOM 3MOLKOHAJbHEL... OH 3a0yneT o Tebe yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
JIeT WU OKOJIO TOTO, 3TO 5 obemaio". CTapuK MOMOIIEN KO MHe O/11XkKe, MeIJIEeHHO COKpallas
paccTosiHue B CTO MeTpoB. [IpocMoTp. HNwms: Csao JIu YpoBeHb:
HebGecnas I'ny6okast Ctynens 5 YepTrl xapakTepa: Mopiuussl, Ctapiie 3emiu, "YUrpuBwii',
[Topounsiy, [ToxoTnuseid Tutymnsl: Kopons [lemonoB CekThl ALCKUX [J€MOHOB
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Y MeH$s1 HeT HUKaAKHUX IIIAHCOB... TaK BOT KakK S CHOBa yMHUpalo.

~BuyTpu Anbii [IpakoH yCTaBUJICS Ha MEHS C IBHBHIM pa30o4yapoBaHUeEM. "Tak BOT KaK 3aKOHYUTCS
TBOsI ucTopusi? [Tocme TOro, Kak TH flajd 3TO Benukoe obemanue? Kak maneko TH man? f MOMHIO, ThI
Ob11 [IpakoHOM, KOTOPHIY IToKopun CTyneHu u Y3Koe Mope. Tak MHOTO JIIOfel MBITaauCh OCTAHOBUTD
Balll TPOT'PECC, HO BBl IIPOPBAJIUCh Yepe3 UX XKaJlkue OapbepHl... ¥ MIPOMOJIKal pacTy. TBOM POCT He
maBaJst Po6GepTy craTh Kaxayi0 HOYb... M ¥ JIOSITUCTOB HAKOHEI ITOSIBUIACh Haflexkna Ha TaprapueHa
Ha Kene3HoM TpoHe. Trl ofiBen ObI BCEX CBOUX ITOCIenoBaTesel, eciu Obl 3TO OBITT KOHeIT".



"¢l... He 3Hal0, 4TO AefaTh...! YTO TH X0Uelb, YTOOH 5 cHeliai, 0 MyOPHIYA U KPUTHYHLIN BarpoBhiii
Ipakon? BcTaTh ¥ n30UThH YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH B THICSAYY pa3 CUibHEe MeHs!?"

"Hy, 3T0 OB1JI0 OBI TPAHAKXO3HOE 3PEJIUIIIE... HO CaMoe TJIaBHOE - 3TO BhIzKUBaHUe! [IporioTu cBoio
TOpHIOCTh ¥ 6eru unmu cuaBaics. Torma BbI CMOXKETe ITPOI0IKaTh PACTH U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CXKeYb
BCeX CBoUX BparoB goTna! OH cTapuK, Kak TPymHO Obisio Obl yOexkaTs OT Hero!?"

"UepToBCKU TPyAHO! MoXKeT, OH U CTap, HO S YBepeH, YTO OH MOT OBl XOIUTh ObICTpee, YyeM s Oeraio!"

"Hy... aTo TBog npobieMa, a He Mos. He Golica cMepTu, OOpUCH C HER".

~"Y Tebs ecTh Kakue-HUOYIb ITOCTIEOHUE CII0BA, MaIb4yuK?"

"ma... d HeHaBUXKY OneHen."

"¢l moHMMalo... TOrma I0 CBUOAHUS."

Ero meu MenyieHHO onmycTHICcs Ha MeHs. Ho 3aTeM 3T0 OBIII0 ocTaHOBNIEHO. "HeT, MHEe HYyKHO CKa3aTh
ellle HECKOJILKO TIOCJIEOHUX CJIOB. f TOXXe HeHaBUXKY JIbBOB, s I1I00III0 CBOIO CEMBIO, S XOTEI ObI, UTOORI
y MeHs ObUI Med U3 BaJIMPUUCKON CTaNId ¥ KpacuBas o0sias xkeHa". CTapuk pa304yapoBaHHO
B310XHYI. "Thl 3akoHYuU...?" "HeT... moKa HeT. { Bce ellle He CKa3all II0CJIefHer0 U3 CBOUX
"mocnenHUx cnoB". {1 HeHaBUXKY cepeOPSHBEIX BOJIKOB U IPAKOHOB 6e3 KPhlIbeB. XM, KaXKeTcCs, S BCe
cka3zasl... Teneps g MOT'y yMepeTh CYaCTJIUBO".

«xopotro... A TETIEPb YMPU!" ~ UneanbHbIN CueTYUK. Ero Meu ObT BOH3€H BIEpe[, B IEPERO.
CrapuK pacTepstHHO OTJISIAENICS, B TO BpeMs KakK A3puoH y6eran Tak ObICTPO, KaK TOJTBKO MOT.
EnVHCTBEHHBIM IIyMOM, KOTOPBIM MOT CIBIIIATh A3PHOH, OBIJIO ero COOCTBEHHOE TSKeNoe JbIXxaHue U
IIariy... B Jiecy OBLIIO ITOMO3PUTENIbHO TX0. OOHAKO 9TO He 1oMeliano A3puoHy 6exaTh. CTapuk
JleTesl IPsIMO Haf A3pUOH U KadaJs roioBou. "OH OelCTBUTENIBHO OyMaJl, YTO CMOXKET YCKOJIb3HYTh OT
Kopons [IeMOHOB? ITOT TNIyIbIY, IKUBBIM MaIbuMIlKa... I JOMKEH MOUTrpaTh C HUM €ellle HEMHOTO.
Ia, 970 OBITI0 OBl OYEHb... BECENO. 1 X04y BUAETH €ro JIUIO0, ToIHOoe 6e3HageKHOCTH... Sl X0Uy BUOETS,
KaK OH MOJIUT O TIOINafie ¥ ImpouleHun". B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, A3PHOH NepecTan 6exkaTh U3-3a YCTal0CTH.
OH OBITT yBepeH, uTo cbexkal OT CTapuka, mpobexkaB Ienblit KumomeTp. OH YCTPOUIICS Ha TpaBe,
yTOOBI HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh. ETO TKenoe gbixaHUEe MeJIEHHO 3aTHXaslo, CEeKyH/Ia 3a CEeKyHIOM.
3aTeM OH B3[OPOTHYI OT IIyMa B J1eCy... KyCThl 3aipoxanu. ASpruoH HHCTUHKTUBHO MOHSI, KTO 3TO
on1... Kopomns [TemoHoB. OueBHOHO, KYCTHI OBIIH €ro JTI00MMOM Bellbio, K KOTOPOH OH IIPUKACaJICs.
A3pHOH X0Ten BCTaTh U yOexkaTh, HO €er0 OCTaHOBUIA (puUrypa nepen HuM. "Kak TH gyMaellb, Kyaa Thl
HarnpaBsisembcsa? [Iorous Obla Becesoii U Bce TakKoe, HO 51 gyMmalo, TeOe Imopa yMepeTh". ITU CII0Ba
ObLIM KaK KMHXKAaJIbL... MOM TJla3a 3aMEeTHJIA KaKoe-TO iBUuXkKeHue. Ero Med... OH IIeJl IpSIMO0 BHU3,
4yTOORI TOpe3aTh MeHs. Kak 00bIYHO, S OTCTYIUI B CTOPOHY, 4TOOH n36eXkKaTh yaapa... Ho 3T0 OBIIO0
CITUIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOH! 51 ycren yBepHyThesi. CJIDII! Most meBast pyKa yiajia Ha IOJ... Aiast KpOBb
OpbI3HYTIA Ha 3eJIeHOe T0Jie, OKpaIlliBas ero B 3eJIeHbIN 1BeT. 1 yman Ha I10J1, COBepIIeHHO 0e3
co3HaHus. "begHblil MaIb4UK... OH YMep TaKuUM ITedaIbHEIM 00pa3oM. 1 0CTaBIII0 €ero TeJlo JeCHBIM
JKMBOTHBIM, S YeJI0BEK MUJIOCEPIHEIN... 0 Ia, 3T0 TakK. Kekeke". CTapuK 3acMesiyiCsa BOaleKe, XBas
cebs. ~ OTpy6rieHHast pyKa pacchianach B IblTb... 1 Ha4yajla pacTy HOBasd pyka. Jemlysl gpakoHa



Hayvaja CKIagbIBaThCS B PYKY, 3aIOJIHSS OLPY. Temo AsproHa Me[JIeHHO BOCCTAaHABIMBAJIOCH IIOCTIe
yIoapa, Kycouek 3a KycoukoM. [IponuTast KpoBb OblIa 3aMeHeHa APaKOHbe# KPOBBIO U3 KOCTHOTO
Mo3ra bora-[IpakoHa, 1 Temeps JieBas pyka AsproHa MOrjla ABUTaThCs, KaK ecyid OBl 3TO Oblyia
HacTosas pyKa. 2KMBOTHEIE JIeca He MOTJIM HaHEeCTH HUKAKOT0 CePbe3HOTO yiepOa, Tak KakK OHM
ObLIM CTUIIKOM cJ1abbl, 10001 HaHeCeHHHIH yinep6 Obll Ob MTHOBEHHO CBefieH Ha HEeT pereHepalue
MmacinTaba AsproHa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB YeIllysi Ha ero JIeBOM pPyKe ymasna. XoTs Bce ObIJI0 He TaK, Kak
pasbime... OHU 0CTaBUIHU ciefgbl. CHapPyKK 9TO BHITJISAEII0 KaK KOXa, HO eCJIH MIPHUCMOTPEThCS
TIOBHUMATEJIbHEE... OHU YBUIST BHIIBETIINE MaJIMHOBHIE YeLTyWKH. [[ake BCeMOTryIas pereHepamus
Macitaba He CMOTJIa TIOJTHOCTBIO UCIIENIUTh PYKY, OHa Obl/la CIMIIKOM 00JIbIOi paHoii. C 3TOr0
MOMEHTa Ha JIEBOM pyKe A3pPHOHA HABCETHAa OCTAHYTCS 9TH MOYTH HEBUAUMEIE YEIITYHKH. ..

~IIpobyxpmeHue

Yepr... rge 4... uto? ToT Xe nec... f Bce ele Kus! J MeOreHHO BCTAJl U TYT JKe IOCMOTpPEJ Ha CBOIO
neByio pyKy. OH Bce ere... TaM? Ho oHa Obljla HQYMCTO OTpe3aHa... 4 caMm 310 Bumen. A 6onee
BHUMAaTENIbHO OCMaTPUBal0 CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY U 3aMeualo, 4YTO y MEHS II0BCIONY TYCKIIEIE Y30DEh
IpaKoHbel Yelryu. ITO... TOCTOSTHHO? Kak OBl TO HU OBIIO, 51 IPOCTO paf, YTO ¥ MeHS eCTb 00€e PyKH.
¢ mOBII0 KPOJIMKA, TOTOBIIIO €T0 ¥ €M, UTOOB! YTOIUTH CBOU TONIOA. Temeps, Korga s OB CHIT, S MOT
Kyna-HuOyas moutu. KoneuHo, 51 xoTen Obl BepHYThCS B CekTy Braroponubix M3roes u pacckasaTh
MM, HaCKOJIbKO OTCTaJsIoi Oblza 3Ta MUCCHS, HO 5 X049y KOe-uTO CHeNlaTh JO BCETo 3TOro... f xouy
3aCTaBUTh 9TOTO cTaporo yynaka ¢ HebecHoit I'myOuHOM 3annaTuTth. S 3Ha0, YTO He MOTY IIPUYUHUTD
eMy pusndecky 0071b, HO 5 OIPefleJIeHHO MOTY IPUYNHUTEL eMy MopabHyio Y duHaHCOBYIO 00D,
Yro, ecnu Bce 60oraTcTBO €r0 CEeKTH IPOCTO HCUE3HET 3a OOHY HOYL? f yBEpeH, UTO OH B THEBE
TiepeBepHYJI OBl BCIO CBOIO CEKTY C HOT Ha T'0JIOBY... PeleHo, s cobupaioch OrpabuTh ero CEKTY
Bcrenyto! CunTai 9TO CBOMM IE€PBHIM OUIKManbHEIM InaTekoM, Kopons [1eMOHOB. { BepHYyICS IO
cBouM ciiegaM B CeKTy u yIEIOHYIICS, KaK TOIBKO Jo0pasics Io MecTa Ha3HaueHus. f oTomen
HEMHOI'0 Jasblie 0T CEKTHl U IIPOCIall HECKOIBKO YacoB, 0KUOast 3aXofa COIHIA.

~ Brina momHOYb, UOeabHOE BPeMs OJIS yaapa. JTOT... OymeT oueHb Beceso. 4 JIeTKO IPOHUK B
CeKTy, TakK Kak y MeHs OBUI OITLIT, ¥ MOS KOMaH[Ia He 3aMeqisiiia MeHs. f n3beran Kaxmoro
OXpaHHHUKA, KaK OyATO s OB IPOCTO TEHbIO, OHU HE MOTJIM MeHs BuAeTh. Tak BOT 4uTo IIyHb YKu
MMeJl B BUly, TOBOPS "CTaTh TeHbIO", ero obyueHre He OBII0 HapacHHIM. [1ocie HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT
npobupanust 1 ;obpasics M0 CaMOI0 POCKOIIHOTO IoMa, KOTOPBIM HAaXOOUJICS B CAMOM LIEHTPEe CEKTHI.
9T0 monmKHO OBITh ero. OXpPaHHUKY B foMe OBIIIM B ITOJIYCHE, TaK YTO s IPOIIeST IPsSMo MUMO HuX. Ha
IIepBOM 3Taxe OBIJI0O He TaK MHOTO IIEHHBIX Belllel, II03TOMY S ITOIIeJT Ha HUXKHKE 3Taxu. Kak ToIpKo
s1 moOpasicst o HUXKHEeTo 9Taxa, TaM Oblyla TabmuyKa ¢ Haamucho "Xpauunuime". [Tepen XpaHUIUIIEM
CTOSIJT OXPaHHUK, XOTSI OH OB HE 0OueHb OfiuTesieH. 4 mogkpascs K HeMy o0JIuKe U JIeBOM PyKOu
CBepHyn eMy 1et0. TaM ObLT 3aMOK... ¥ OXpPaHHUK AepKan Kito4 mpu cebe! Kak ymo6Ho. d oTKphIBaio
XpaHUJIHIIe ¥ BTAaCKMBal0 TEJI0 OXpaHHMKA BHYTPb. f caM 3aX0XKy BHYTPb U 3aKpHIBaIO IBEPD
XpaHUIHIIa. 3aTeM s CMOTPIO Ha BCe COKPOBHIIA Iepeno MHOM. S 00nmu3biBa0 ry6el 1 HaYUHAT0
rpabuts! TabneTky, meHbIHW, KOMbIIA [JI XpaHeHus, opyxue, KHuru? 4 3abepy BCE. Kak TonbKo 5
OYMCTUJ BCE XPaHUIUIIE OT BCEX €T0 COKPOBHUII, ST OCTABUJI 3aIMCKY Ha JI0Y MepTBOr0 OXpaHHUKA. B
HeM roBopusiock: "Cracubo 3a yromenue, Koponb [TlemoHoB! 4 06s13aTenbHO Haloy UM X0Opoliee
npuMeHeHue. Kcratu, Tebe crnenyeT HaHATh OXPAaHHUKOB TOJTy4le. {1 BEpHYCh MO3XKeE... TaK YTO
OynbTe TOTOBHL - YKyH JIoHT" Teneps, Korfa 1 3aKOHYUII TPabuTh XpaHUJIUIIE, Y MeHs He ObLJI0
HUKAKWX IPUYUH OCTaBaThCS 3[eCh. [103TOMY s MOKUHYJ CEKTY TaK Xke JIETKO, Kak U BolIesn. Bece
OBLIO COEJIAHO... 3TOT CTAPBIM YyMaK Iepeliesl MHe JOPOry, U S orpabui ero BCIEmyio 3a 3T0. ITO
OBLIIO BIIOJTHE OTIPaBOAaHHO. Bce pecypchl, KOTOPHIE S IPUOOpPET... He JOJIZKHO OBITh CITUIITKOM CJI0KHO



pmoctuyb [lyxoBHOU ['TyOUHBI 3a HECKOIBKO MecsieB. [Ipurio BpeMs [[pakoHYy CHOBa BHIPACTH!
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