[IaTu MUHYTaMu paHee.

[Tpr3eMIUBIINCh Ha 3€MJTI0, TUTAH C JIETKOM YJIBIOKOM ITOCMOTPEJ Ha CTOSIIEro nepen coboi
CTapukKa.

- [lepen TeM KaK MBI HAUHEM 3TO TJIyIIOE CPaXkeHUe, He OTBETHUIIh Ha OJKWH BOIIPOC?
- 3aueM s 3TO JeJsiar?

- [Ta, MHe 3TO OYEHb HHTEPECHO, KaKOW CMBICII B 9TOM, Be[lb pa3Be TBOS IIeJb Oblyla He B
YHUYTOXKEHUU JPAKOHOB?

- Yl cHOBa 3TOT Ke BOIIPOC... - C KAKUM-TO Pa3fpaxkeHrueM IPOTSIHYJI AKHOJIOTHS, IPUOTKPHIB CBOM
TIJ1all], TT0J KOTOPHIM CKPHIBAJICSI CaMBbI HAaCTOSIIIIUYN «CKeJIeT», a ONKCcaHNe KoxKa ia KOCTU BIIEPBLIE B
JKU3HY HAIIJI0 CBOE TOYHOE 0003HaYeHue. ITO OBIJIO «CyX0e» TeJI0 MOXKHUJIOTO MYXKYHUHEL, CO
MHOKECTBOM Y2KaCaIIIUX IIIPaMOB, HO YTO OBIJI0 CAMBIM ITPUMEeYaTeIbHLIM, 9TO OTCYTCTBHE PYK U
HOT... 1l uX 3aMeHOU B BUJE IIPOTE30B.

- [TousTHO... 31O 9 C TOOOM coemnan?

-ATH ﬂOF&I[HHBBIfI... - OCKaJIMBIINCH ITPOPBIYAJI OH, UCIIYCKas KT'Y49YIO KaXy KPOBHU HalleJIEHHYIO Ha
THUTaHa.

- Torma, mouemy THI emé xkuB? Heyxkenu s Tebs moxanen?
- Yragain.

- XM... - 3ayMYHuBO MTOTTIaXKKBast IIOAO0POMIOK, OH He CITyCKaJl B3r/Isa CO CTapuKa, - [IOHSITHO,
3HAYMT s IIPOUTPAJ B TOM CTOJIKHOBEHWH, YTO XK, IIe9aIbHO 9TO 0CO3HABATh, HEYKEJH s OKa3ascs Ha
CTOJIBKO c1ab...? JIafmHo, Teneps Jak yrafalo, Th MPHUINeT U3 Oyaylero, YToOL He HOMYCTUTh 3TOT0? -
OCMaTpHBas MPOTE30B, C JIETKUM HUHTEPEeCOM CIPOCHT IPOC.

- Her.
- OToMCTUTE?

- TBI 3TO CKOPO TIOMMEIlIb... - C TOJTUKOW 0e3yMusi, TocMeunBasics AKHOJIOTUS, Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE
IOSIBUBIIKCH NIPSIMO TIepe]] TUTaHOM U 3aHeCs MOKPHITYIO Yelllyer PYKy OIS yaapa.

Ho SpOC, YXe OBIJI TOTOB K 9TOMY, TaK KdK B TOT K€ MOMEHT, OH IIE€PEBOIIJIOTUJICA B IEMOHA U
6J'IOKI/IpOBaJ'I yoap, TeM CaMbIM MUHUMH3NPOBAB CUJIY aTaKu, HO €T0 BCE XK€ CJIOBHO IIYIIHUHKY
OT6pOCI/IJ'IO Ha OeCiATKH METPOB Ha3a.

«CHUMEH...» - OCKAIMBIIUCE, TIOAYMaJl Mar, C JIETKUM HHTEPECOM OCMaTpUBasi APaKOHBIO PYKY
IIPOTUBHUKA, - «Jla ¥ MPOTE3 TOXKEe 3aHATHHIH... LIbII!» - TUTaH, Hacel pa3 He CTaJl IBITAThCS
OJT0KMPOBATh aTaKy, a MOTMBITAJICS YKIIOHUTHLCS, YTO HAJI0OCh EMY C TPYIOM U B TOT K€ MOMEHT,
BOJIIIEOHUK KOHTpPATaKoBal coOMpasiCh yIapuTh B YEJIIOCTh CTapyuKa, HO TOT He CTajl YKJIOHSTLCS U
KOTZla o OofI00pOo/iKa 0CTaBaliCh CUNTaHHBIE MUAJITIUMETPHI, OH ITOMMaJl KyJlak Jpoca, a BTOpOH
PYKO¥ HaHeC yOoap B JKMBOT, 3aCTABUB TUTAHA COTHYTHCS ¥ BBITYYHUTH I71a3a, HO HA 9TOM, TOT He
OCTaQHOBHJICS, a JIIIb eIlé IIMpPe OCKAIUIICS U IIOKPenye CKaB KyJlakK BONIIEeOHUKA, OH MOIBITAJICS
BHOBB YOAPHUTh, HO B IIOCJIEIHIOI0 CEKYH/, Marl yCIlel YBEePHYThLCS U II0TaB KYyJIaKOM 110 BHYTPEHHEN
CTOPOHE JIOKTST yOUUIIBI TPAKOHOB, OH 3aCTaBUJI 0CIaOUTh XBATKY IIPOTHBHUKA M BEIPBAJI PYKY, -
«IToMuMO Maru4eckoro 1 B pu3n4eckKoM IjIaHe, ST eMy TOUHO He COIIePHHUK...» - CKDUBHBIIKCS,



TIofyMas Jpoc, TOTTIaKKUBast KUBOT, a TI0 er0 TeJIy 3acCTpyuiiach cMech u3 Cycnupuu u Idupa, 4To
MEMJIEHHO CTajla TPUTYIIISATh OO,

- Hl"pr 3aKOHYHJIINCH, Aa? - C 683YMHOﬁ YJ'IBIGKOI;I 13 Tena AKHOJIOTUH BEIPBAJIaCh TEMHAA Marudi,
KOTOpas IMOJIHOCTRIO IIOTJIOTHIIA €T0 (I)I/Irypy, - Ox, g xKe 3a0bU1 TEOS H06HaFOHapI/ITb 3d Maruiuo,
KOTODPYIO IIOJIYYHUII IIOCJI€ TOTO, KaK ChEIl TBOE TETIO...

- He 3a 4T0, m0onb3ylicad Ha 300POBLE 9TOM TPETHECOPTHOU PEINIUKOM, - C Pa3fpakeHueM BHILTIOHYT
Mar, YeM BBI3BaJl elllé ceprio 0e3yMHOro cMexa oT [IpakoHa BencTBus.

Y oHM BHOBb CXJIECTHYJIMCH B OMTBE, HO y2K€ MOXKHO OBIJIO 3aMETHUTh HEBOOPYKEHHKBIM T'JIa30M, YTO
9poc eMy yCTymaj, Belb eMUHUYHEIE yIaphl TUTaHa, KOTOPEIE BCE XKe MOXOIUIM 0 CBOEH IeJTH IOYTH
He IPUYHUHSIH BPeMa, a CaM BONIIEOHUK OYeHb HEIJIOX0 OTXBATHIBAJI, TIO9TOMY U €My MPHUIIIIOCH
nepeiTy Ha TEMHYI0 Maruio, HO... 9TO He a0 GONBILIOr0 MPEUMYLIECTBA, BeIb XOTh OH CTall
cunbHee u ObICTPee, HO BOT pPa3pyIIUTEeIbHAS YacTh Maruu, MPoCTo He padoTaia Ha MPOTHBHUKE,
CJIOBHO y TOT'0 OBITT UMMYHHTET K Heit. Ho 9poc, TakoMy MCXO[ He 0Ka3aJICs YIUBIIeH, BEOb OH eIllé
OMHMUJI BumeHue 111arroTs.

TuTaH, UCIIOIH30BAJT €€, JIUIIIb [JIS TOT'0, YTO OBl YCHUIIUTH CBOE TEJIO U 3TO a0 CBOM IIOAEL. Bemsb oH
TeTeph CTasl TOCIeBATh 3a BhIagaMyu AKHOJIOTHY ¥ BOBPEMS YKIIOHSITHCSI OT HUX, HO II0 JIUITY
CTapuKa MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOHSTh, YTO TOT He OBIJT CUIILHO 9TOMY YAMBIIEH, a JIUIIL HA0O0POT, CO CKYKOM
HAHOCHUJI KaXK[bll yaap, CJIOBHO He BHIKJIQIBIBASICH B ITOIHYIO CHTTY.

U B oguH MoMeHT [IpakoH beCcTBUS OCTAHOBUIICA ¥ IOOHSAI I1aJlOHb BBEPX.

- XBaTHUT 3TOM 6ECCMBICTIEHHOM UTPHI, 51 Belb TaK [aXkKe HOPMaJIbHO He HaCIaxXyCh OMTBOM, UCIIONb3YH
CBOIO OPOHIO.

- bpo#nio?

- He mputBopsiics mypakoM, s po TBoio bpowio ['mOpuma, myMaelb, YTO CTAI0 3aMeHOW MOUM
KOHEYHOCTSIM? A s Be[lb X0UY HOIMOJTHUTE KOMIIJIEKT elllé u OPOHEMN.

- Xouy Te0Ost OTOPYUTE, 5 He [enal €€, - C TPe3pUTENIbHON YCMEIITKON OTBETUIT Mar, - «Terneps
IIOHSATHO, II0YEMY 3TOT CILJIaB IIOKa3aJiCsi MHE TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM... BCé XKe, peleHne
CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHCS Ha OJHOU IepyaTKe 0Ka3al0Ch BEPHBIM... HO 9TO He TOUHO».

- He menan? - ¢ mérkum yguBlIeHHEM CIIPOCUIT ero AKHOJOTHSA, - CTPaHHO 3TO, BUOUMO B 3TOM MHUPE
THI 0Ka3aJICs He HaCTO/IbKO YMEH, KaK B TOM, U3 KOTOPOTO S IPUOLII...

- He CymeCTBYET OOMHAKOBEIX MUPOB, - JIETKOMBICJIEHHO OTBETHUIJI Mar, a 110 €ro TeJly 3aCTPYUJIUCE TPU
BUIa SHGpTHﬁ, KOTOPhBIE MENJIEHHO CTAJId CIIMBATHCA B OOHY...

KoHeuHO, Takoe He YCKOIb3HYJIO OT B3risAaa [IpakoHa bencTBus u maxe 3acTaBUlIa BIEPBLHIE 3a
BpeMst OUTBBI HACTOPOXKUTHCS.

«3JT1a Marus... UHTepecHO...» - UICYE3HYB CO CBOET0 MeCTa, OH IOSBUJICS IIPSIMO IIepell TUTAHOM, a ero
OCTpHIE CJIOBHO OpPUTBA KOTTU LIEIWIUCH IIPSIMO B III€l0, HAMEePeBasiCh OOHUM yAapoM CHECTH T'OJIOBY
9pocy.

Ho B mocrmeguuii MOMEHT, €T0 pyKa IMPOCTO 3aCThiJIa B MUJUTUMETPE OT IIIeH BOJIIeOHUKA.

- «I?» - B CcIIeQyI0IIIy10 CEKYHAY, TOT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI XKK€HHe B 00/1aCTH 1IeKH U eT0 0TOPOCHUIIO Ha3af,



HO YOwuiina [IpakoHOB, OLICTPO BEPHYJ OajlaHC ¥ MPU3EMIIMIICS Ha HOTH IIPU 3TOM H3YMJIEHHO
TIOTJIaXKUBast 1IeKYy, Ha KOTOPHIM CTOSIT OTIIEYATOK JIaJOHH.

- MoxeT OHITh 5 ¥ He Co3[al Ty OPOHIO, HO 5T He coOupaioch TeGe yCTyIaTh, - TeJI0 TUTAHa OKpyKasa
cepas aypa, a ero ¢opMa JeMOHa II0f BIUSIHAEM CIIUSHUS TPEX SHEePTuil TaK XKe U3MEHUIIOCh.

PaHee gBa MPSIMBIX, TEMHBIX POTa UCYE3JTM U HA UX MECTe IOSIBUTUCH IBa (PHOJIETOBHIX, OOUH U3
KOTOPHIX ITOJTHOCTHIO COCTOSIIT M3 IIJTAMEHH, a BTOPO# CTaJjl TOHbIIE U 60jiee «BETBUCTHIM». Ero Gesbie
BOJIOCHI, YTO [I0 3TOTO IIOXOOUIN Ha IPUBY JIbBA, CTANX 00JIee IBIITHEIMY U IIUHHOM IIOYTH [0 KOJIEH.
OmHa u3 ero pyK IMOKPHUTach GromIeToBol cyOCTaHIMeH, YTO IIOCTOSTHHO BCIIRIXMBAJIA, @ Ha MaIblax
TIOSIBUJTUCH TEMHBIE HallaTbYHUKY UCXOMSIINX U3 HAPYUH, C ITUHHBIMU, 30JIOTHIMU KOTTSIMH, TaK XKe
Ha IJIeYax TeMHbIe HAIIJIOUHUKY C OAJIMHHEIM mumnoM. Ha ero tene moBepx 6eoi HaKUAKU OBIIO
TeMHOe KHMOHO, OfETO€e JIUIIb Ha OOHY PYKY, @ €r0 TPy[db KaK U CIIMHA OB IIOYTH ITOJTHOCTHIO
OTKPBHITHIMU. 3aKaHYMBAJIU Ke ero 00pa3 30JI0THIE LIeTH C KaHOajlaMK Ha JIEBOM PyKe U TeMHOU
oxKepesbe Ha IIee.

- Bemb y MeHST eCThb loporye MHe JIIOAY, KOTOPHIX 51 00513aH 3aIUTUTE 000 IIeHOH, - B3MaxHYB
ropsiiel pykoi, 6e3 3aKJIMHAHUS ¥ MaruieckKoro Kpyra u3 He€ BEIPBAJIUCh TPU TEMHO-(PUOJIETOBHIX
71e3BUSI, KOTOPEIe Ha OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH TIOJIETENIN B CTOPOHY XMYypPOT0o AKHOJIOTHH, YTO HE CTall
TIBITAThCS OJIOKUPOBATh UX UJTM OTPAXKATh, @ JIUIIb ITPE3PUTENTbHO (BRIPKHYII U CHEJIa Iar B CTOPOHY,
HO B TOT K€ MOMEHT, OH YOUBJIEHHO PacCllaXHYyJI I'J1a3a, YBUOEB mmepen co00i (proIeTOBhIH KyIaK,
KOTOPHIN IIPUJIETENI eMY B JIUIIO, @ CO CIIMHEI B HETO IOMaJIX TPH JIe3BUS, YTO PAa30pBaIy IjIall B
KJIOYbsI, OCTAaBUB CTapHKa IIOYTH YTO T'OJILIM, eCjiu Obl He ITapa IITaHOB.

Ho maxe mocye Takoy aTaku, Ha CcriHe [IpakoHa beaCcTBUs OCTANKCh JIUIIL TPU HEOOJBIINX IIope3a.

- Bor kak... B Tom Mupe, T OBII CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAH Ha apTedakTax, B 3TOM ke Ha060pOT, Ha Maruu...
- IOJHSIBIIIUCEH HA HOTHY, OCKAJIMBIIKCh MPOTSHYJ YOuiita [IpakoHOB, CKHHYB CO CBOUX IJIeY OCTATKH
OT TIj1alla, - Pa3 THI MOMIEN ¢ KO3BIPEH TO H... - HO TUTAH IIPOCTO HE Aajl eMy JOTOBOPUTH, YOApUB
PyKaMu 110 3eMJie U3 KOTOPOU CJIOBHO M3 Ieii3epoB, CTAIU BHIPHIBATHCS MOTOKHU (DUOJIETOBOTO
[IJIaMeHHU, YTO HOTJIOTUNIU AKHOJIOTHIO, - XM! - OTOHb PE3KO0 Pa3Besiiach OTKPHIB ITOJTHOCTHIO
HEeBPeOUMYI0 QUTYPY, TOKPHITYI0O TEMHOM Yelyéel, - COoxHU! - pe3K0 OTKPHIB POT, CTAPUK BBHITYCTHIT
OeJBId Y4, IPOJIETEBUINY TPSIMO B TUTAHA, 3a KOTOPHIM Ha PACCTOSHUY [IECATOK KHJIOMETPOB CTOSIT
Kpokyc.

9poc, KOHEYHO He MOT MTO3BOJIUTh, YTO Ol IbIXaHKe [PaKOHA II0IaJio B TOPOI, TIO3TOMY €My
IIPUIIOCH OJIOKMPOBATh aTaKy, BCTAB IIPSIMO Iepe[ Hell.

«YepToBa sliepulla, OH gaxe MCI0Ib30BaJl TEMHYIO Maruio B 9TOM aTaKe U 51 HEe CMOT'y €€ TaKUM
00pa3oM CTepeTs...» - pa3fpaxkKEHHO IMOAyMasl TUTAH, OJHSIB 00e PYKM U MCIIOJIb30BaB OOHO U3 CBOUX
3aIIXMTHBIX 3aKPBITHM, CPOPMUPOBAB ajblid LIAT U3 Maruy pa3pylleHusl, IOKPHITEY CII0eM
(GbroIeTOBOrO MIaMeHN U TEMHOM Marvi, a 3a CBOeW CIIMHOW OH CO3fall CTEHY, YTO [OJKHa OymeT
yIepKaTh ero Ha OTHOM MECTE.

W B cremymomuii MOMEHT aTaka AKHOJIOTHY CTOJIKHYJIACh C IIIUTOM, KOTOPHIN YBEPEHHO CHEePXKUBA
€€, HO BOT CTEeHKa, He IMPOJI0/IXKAJIUCh U MSATH CEeKYH, KakK OblJla CMeTeHa U MOIIb ObIXaHHUS APaKOHA
IIpOTAIlKIIa TUTAHA HAa KUJIOMETPHI K TOPOY, MIOMYTHO YHUYTOXKAS BCE BOKPYT cebsi, HO BCE XKe, IIUT
CMOT cliepXaTh aTaKy, HO Yy THUTaHa He ObIJI0 BpeMeHU PacciiabisThCs, BeOb B CIAEOYIOINI MOMEHT,
€My IIPUIIIOCH PE3KO MOMHATH LIUT HaJl CBOEU T0JI0BOM U 6JIOKMPOBAThH yiap AKHOIOTHH, HO POCy,
BHOBB IIPHUIIJIOCH ITPOKATUTHCS, HO YKe IOf 3eMITi0 U yaap pakoHa befacTBusi OB HACTOIBKO CHJIEH,
YTO IIOCJIe HETO B 3eMJIE OCTAJICSI OTPOMHBIN KpaTep INTyOHHOM B ECSITH METPOB, a IIUPUHOMN B COTHHU.



Ho Ha ogHOM ymape, TOT He coOupancs OCTaHABIMBATLCS U KOT{la OH XOTEJI ITHYTh LTUT, TO OH IIPOCTO
¥CYe3 ¥ TOMY IIPUIIIOCH CTOJIKHYTHCS C KyJIaKOM Jpoca, HallUTaHHBIM CMEChI0 U3 TPEX SHEPTruil U
IIPY TOJNEPKKKA TEMHOM Maruu, OH CMOT OTPAa3UTh aTaKy YOuulsl [IpakOHOB U HaxXKe MepetTH B
KOHTpaTakKy...Kpokyc.

PsioM C MOYTH YTO IOJTHOCTHIO Pa3PYIIEHHBIM IBOPLIOM U TaKUMH XKe 3[aHUsIMU 00IU30CTH, Ha
3eMJie OKPHITOY MHOXKECTBOM OTIIEYaTKOB CpaXKeHHUs, clieflaMy IIJlaMeH! U BaISOIIUMUCS [TOBCIOY
OTPOMHBLIMY JIMAHAMHU JieXKaji YeTBEPO MaroB, KOTOPEE C TPYLOM MOTJIH JIUIIL CMOTPETH 3a
0e3yCHelTHFME TONEITKaMu 3epeda u [unmapTca HaHECTH CEPbE3HBIN YPOH CBOEMY OIIMOHEHTY, TEJO
KOTOPOTO TIOJTHOCTBIO OBIJIO MTOKPHITO APAKOHBUMU YeITyHKaMu ¥ Ha KOTOPOM He OBITIO HU OJHOU
IlapanyHhL.

- ¢ ymuBIIeH, 4TO BHI €€ CTOMTE Ha HOTaX, HO BaM He XBaTaeT aTaKYIOIIel CUJIb, YTO ObI CYMEeTh
OI0JIeTh MEHS, S IyMalo, Topa 3aKaH4YUBaTh 3TO 0€CCMEBICTIEHHO CpaXkKeHue, - PABHOAYIIIHO ITPOU3HEC
y4eHUK AKHOJIOTHM, CMOTPS Ha OBYX IIOMSITHIX MaroB, ONWH M3 KOTOPHIX y2Ke C TPYAOM CTOSIJT Ha
HOT'aX, BTOPOM ke Bo0OIle He UCIBITEIBAT HUKAKKUX IIPo0OieM, He CYHUTast OfIeXK b, KOTopas Oblia
pa3opBaHa B HEKOTOPHIX MECTaX.

- A He paHOBATO TH HAC CIKUCHIBAEIIL CO CYETOB!? - OCKANUBIIKCH, TpOpbIYan Knais, TeI0 KOTOPOTO
OKpyXaJjla KpoBaBO-KpaCHas aypa, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHKE BCTPETUBIIKCH B3TIIAOM C 3epedoM, OH PE3KO
Haman Ha Youiiny [JpakoHOB, KOHIIEHTPUPYS HEBEPOSTHOE KOIMYECTBO Maruu B CBOY KyJlakK, a B 3TOT
JKe MOMEHT K3-3a €T0 CIIMHBI, TEMHBIN BOJIIIEOHUK BHITYCTUI BOJIHY (HUOJIETOBOM Maruu, KOTopas
BhUIETeJIa U3-3a CIUHE Ty3a XBocTa Pell ¥ CKOBasla UX IPOTUBHUKA.

- llymaerib, 3TO XBa... - HO OH IIPOCTO HE YCIIeNl HOrOBOPUTH, KAaK 3aMep, a MUP CJIOBHO IIOTEPSI BCE
KPaCKH, OCTaIbHEIE Mary, YTO JIeXKasld Ha 3eMJie, TaK JKe 3aCTHUIM CJIOBHO CTATYIO U HaXe CTOJIOBI
IbIMa, KOTOPBIE TOOHUMAINUCh B HE00... Ha MrHOBEeHME, BpeMsT CJIOBHO 3aMepJIO, HO... ITO He
3aTPOHYJIO JIMIIb IBYX Maros, [UngapTca, y&Ke CTOSIIETO Iepel YYeHHKOM AKHOJIOTHY U CaMOT0
3epeda, 4TO C CePHEIHBIM B3TJISIAOM HaAOIOOAN 3@ THM.

Y BoT, KOTa BosIIeOHUK coOpall JOCTaTOYHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO Maruy, OH 3apsAUJI MOIIHLIM YAApOB B
YeII0CTh ONIIOHEHTY U OT CHJIBI yapa, 3eMJIs IO UX HOraMH 3afpoxKalla U 4epe3 MrHOBeHUE OHa Ha
OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH CTajla pa3pyllaTh 104 HEBRIHOCKMBIM [aBI€HNEM, a KpacHas Marus CJI0BHO
KOCTep B KOTOPHIM 3aKUHYJIM HECKOJIbKO KAHUCTP OeH3MHA, BCIIBIXHYJIA ¥ IOTIOTHIA GUTYPY YOUMITE
I paKOHOB, OTIIPABUB TOTO Ha HEMBICIIMMOM CKOPOCTH B HEO0O...

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepesos
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