— VX, T-TOrHa HaM HYKHO KOe-4TO CHelaTh!
Kak 6ynTo aTo 651710 camoe noaxofsinee BpeMsi, [IKWH U Xbi03 OBICTPO yMYaJIUCh.

He B cunax 6bicTpo y6exkaTh C Teppachl C YalHBIM CTOJIMKOM, OHU 0ezKasu IIpoyb, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
MCYe3HYB U3 e€ moins 3peHusi. Kacusa nogasuna cMex.— Kacus?

— M-mM, Hryero. KctaTy, 1orogka CerogHs JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIasd.

JIETKui BETEPOK IIPOHECCS MUMO, CJIOBHO MOAITBEPKas €€ CIOBa.

IToka oHa YJ'IBIGaJ'IaCB " HaCJlaXOaJIaCb CBOMMU OJIMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, PA3BEBAIOIINMCA Had BETPY U
IIIaTbe€M B CTHJIE€ aMIIMD, YYBCTBOBAlla, KakK TEMHBIE TJ1a3a CMOTPAT IIPAMO Ha Hee.

Buesanno Kacus 3agymanach, Kak OHa BRITJIAIUT B €r0 I'a3ax.

"MoxeT OBITh, 1 O0JIbIIIe TT0X0Ka Ha CTapyio Y€pHO-0emnyio hoTorpaduio ¢ II0XUM pa3pelleHueM?
Wnu Oosblile MOX0XKa Ha He3aKOHYEHHEBIN mopTpeT 6e3 mBeTa?"

Ei#t 65110 JTIO00IBITHO Y3HATH 00 9TOM, HO OHA HE CIIPOCHJIA €To.

Ero...

Ileon Apxk-Ilens bpusnna.

OH - emMHCTBEHHBINM CBOIHEIN OpaT Kacuu, u HOBOe BOCXOMsIIee COJIHIE 3Toi bpusuHckou Mmmnepuu,
Y YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM ORI IIOTPsICAloIe IIPUBIIeKAaTEeIbHbIM.

[IpuBnIeKaTeIbHEIM. ..

Ia, mpuBieKaTeIbHEIM. ITOT TEPMUH OB HECKOJIBKO HEYMECTEeH M1 peOEHKa, KOTOPOMY eBa
MCIIOJTHUIIOCh BOCEMHAMIIATH JIET, HO B TO K€ BPEMSI, OH IIOJXOIUI eMY.

Hepmento Ha3af, ¢ TOTO [AHS, KOTMIa OH IIPeBPaTUJl CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO IePEMOHUIO COBEPIIEHHOIIETHUS
B KPOBABYIO PEBOJIIOIUIO, OH CTajl KDACUBHIM ¥ CUITBHBIM.

Kak 6yaTo oH GBI TJIaBHEIM T'€POEM 3TOTO MHUpa.

dp10-10.

W cHOBa MMMO HUX IIPOHECCS TOPHIB BeTpa. OH ORI HEMHOTO CUITbHEE, YeM paHblle, mo3ToMy Kacus
WHCTUHKTUBHO HAMPSTIIA MJICYH.

J:[eOH TYT XK€ CHAN MAOKAK U HAKUHYJT €T0 Ha Heé.— TBl MOXKeIllh CHOBa IIPOCTYAUTHCA.



— Cmacubo.

Kacus crna6o ynei0HyIach.

TonmBpKO IOTOMY, UTO OHA HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB CTPafaja OT IPOCTYAH, OH ofpallaeTcs ¢ Hel, Kak
¢ 6ombHOI. TyT MOBONIBHO BETPEHO, HO HE TaK YK U XOJOTHO...

A-a? Ho notom...

— Yxke BecHa?.. - mpobopmoTana Kacusi, momnpaninsis O0bIION, TOX0XKUY Ha OfEsI0 MUAXKaK.

E€ scHble TonyOBIe I'1a3a OblIM yCTPEMIIEHE Ha BUIIHEBOE IePEBO B INIyOuHe cafa. [1eoH Toxe
TIOCMOTPEJT B Ty CTOPOHY U OTBETUI:— [103[HSsT BECHa.

YcnriaB ero yBepeHHbIH ronoc, Kacus ynei0HyIach.

[Tpomas 3uMa OrlIa [y He€ 0COOEHHO XOJIOTHOM U KOBAPHOM.

Kaszanocs, TOIpKO BYepa OHa KajioBajlach Ha 9TOT XOJIOA, ¥ BOPYT BCE BUIITHEBLIE NEPEBBS, KOTOPHIE
HallOMHUHAH IIBET e€ BoJioC, pacuBenu.— M-M... [Ja, CKopee BCero ceidac IO3[HSS BECHA...

— ITo3muss Becusl. Becua. Ceiiuac BecHa.

Kacus nmosTopsina cioBo "BecHa", Kak MaJleHbKUIM PeOEHOK, KOTOPHIN TOIHKO YTO Y3HAJI 3TO
cnoBo. JIeoH TyIo CMOTpes Ha Heé.— THl 3Haellb, [leoH...

— Ia.
— Barmre Bennuectso.

BuesanHo Kacus Hayana obpamiathcsi K Hemy oduimanbHo. JIUIl0 HepeanbHo KpacuBoy Kacuu, o
KOTOPOM XO[UIIM CIIyXH, YTO OHA - BebMa, IT0-IIpeKHEeMY ObIJI0 00palleHO K BUITHEBHIM IEPEBBSIM.

IleoH He MOT OTOPBAaTh I'/1a3 OT e€ mpodunsg.— ...JloxkanmyicTa, IPOKOIXKAK.

— Brl nomHUTE 0Oemanue?

IeoHy He mMOTPeO0OBarIOCh MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOb KUBHYTh. C paHHEro AeTCTBa OH 3HaJl, KaK BECTH
cebst B 9TOM MuUpe, yMen Mujo 601TaTh, HO ObIT HE U3 TEX, KTO HapylIaeT CBOU 00ellaHus.

Yro e1e 6omee BakHO, 3TO OBIJIO CBOET0 pofia o0elllaHeM MeXKAY ABYMS JIIOObMHU, KOTOPOe HUKOTa
He M0xXkKeT OBITh 3a0bIT0.— 4 cena 3To...

— TEHI UCTIOIHUIIL MOE XKeJlaHue.
— HemnpemenHo.

Kacus HakoHell TOBEPHYJa I'0JIOBY, U YTOJIKU €€ I'y0 U30THYIUCH B yIIbIOKEe.— JTO XOPOIIIO.



9To OBlTa TakKasi peakiius, CJIOBHO OH HAOIIONAlT 3a UTPHUBOY PeakIiel 04apoBaTEIbHOTO peOEHKa.
Mogmomo# MMmepaTop cierka IpPUIIOAHSI YTOJIOK PTa, KaK U ero cecTpa.

Cepbésno. Ecnu Ob Ha 3Ty ClIeHY CMOTpPEJX ITOCTOPOHHKE, OHa, HECOMHEHHO, HalloMKUHana 05
oOmeHnue Mexay Onu3KuM 6paToOM U eT0 CTapllei CeCTPOH.

Hukorpma Ovl He MIPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO IIPOIIIO BCETO HECKOIBKO MECSIIEB C TEX IO, KaK OHU y3HAJIU
OpyT Opyra, u 60Jjiee TOro, OHU COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMEI, ¥ HUX HET [axKe U KallJu 00Iel KPOBHU.

— Tebe 4TO-TO MPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY? - CIIPOCUT [e0H, HanuBas 4ai B IyCTyi0 Yamky Kacuu.

Kacus BRIIpsIMHUIACh ¥ CKa3aja MalbuMKy, KOTOPHIHM IIOYTH 0XOTHO OTHan Obl el IpaBo
IIpecTooHacenus Ha 9ToT MiMnepaTopckuii [IBopel:, ecnu Obl OHa IOMpocuia 06 3TOM.
— Hacuér "dero yrogHo". 9To yCI0BHE BCE €IIE€ NEeUCTBYET, BEPHO?

— KoneuHo.

— IlpaBpa”?

— Ia.

— ...JJaxe ecnu Ol 51 3axoTena cebe LeyI0 CTPaHy?

— Kakyto cTpany TH cebe X04els?

Ot mroka Kacust He Morya BHIMOJIBUTH HU cJioBa. OHA MBITajIach OTOPOCUTD 3TY H[IEI0, IIOTOMY YTO €€
BO3MYyIllajla ero YBePeHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OH MOXKET [iaTh el BCE, YTO OHA 3aX0yYeT.

OHa He 0XM[aja TaKOro IPSIMOI0 OTBETa.
He obparmas BHUMaHKS Ha mpuinynst, Kacus HakmoHWIACk Blepeén.— HeT, momoxk oy, IomoXKou

MUHYTKY. UT0 9T0 3HAuuT? TH XOUeIlh CKa3aTh, YTO eCjiy Ol 51 YKa3asla Ha To0yio CTpaHy Ha KaprTe,
TO THI GBI MOT' 3aBOEBATh 3Ty CTPAHY /I MEHS?

— Ecmu 9T0 TO, YTO THI XOYElllh.

OH yTto, myTtut? HeT, 9T0 He OX0XKe Ha IIYTKY.

Kacus Ovina mokupoBaHa.— A 4To, ecnu 51 Beibepy Mmneputo bpusuHa?

Wwmnepusa bpusuHa? ITy cTpany?

IleoH crerka HaKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY B 3HAK ITOHMMAHNA, a 3aTEM HpOI/I3HéC:

— 4 OBl B35 9acTh 9TOM VIMIIepuu U OCTPOUJI AJist Te6st HOBYIO CTPaHY.



— ...CKOJIBKO OBI THI MHE OTHaJI?

— He yBepeH. MHOT0 0THaTh Helb3s1, HO, BO3MOXKHO, OT TOPHOTO XxpebTa TaiTUIOM K TpaHUIlaM
KoponesctBa OpyKu.

9t0 TpeTh Tepputopuu Mmnepuu. Kacus BHe3anHO ycTasla, OHa MaxXHyJjla PyKOU, OTKAHYBLIKCH Ha
CTIMHKY cupieHbs.— 3abymb. f mpocTo morryTuia. MHe He HyXKHa CTpaHa.

— a?

— 4 Xouy MOKUHYTH 9TOT MiMIiepaTopckuii [IBopel], 4TOOBI COeIaTh KOe-4TO MaJIeHbKOE. ..

— ...IlokunyTts ...JIBOpEL...

IleoH He MOT TIPOMOJIKATh CBOU CJI0Ba. KaKMM-TO 00pa30M OH MPOSIBUI OOJIBIIYIO PEAKIIHIO HA TO, YTO
OHa X0YeT IMOKUHYTH [IBOPEI], 10 CPaBHEHMIO C TeM, Korfa Kacus mompocumia y Hero CTpaHy.

B IIpeaBKyIieHun Toro, 41o €€ JKeJlaHue HaKOHEeIl-TO C6YI[GTCH, Kacus cusna cBoumMu CBEPKAIOIITNMHU
TJla3aMH, IIPU3BIBAAd K OTBETY, HE B CHUJIaX o6pa1uaTb HHUKAKOIro0 BHUMaHHUA Ha €ro peakKiunlo.
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