Pean u 1] HaKOHEI-TO TONYYUIN BpeMsi, 4TOOH 00mymMaTh pemenue. OT urpsl "KTo KOro MOXKeT
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh" IO HACTOSIIEN CXBAaTKX OBLI JOBOJILHO OOJIBINION CKA4OK, U OHU XOTEJU
TIOCMOTPETh, CMOTYT JIU OHU NIPHITHYTh 00PaTHO.

K coxanenuto, [lpomaH u Tynus He fajid HOBOU ITape BPEMEHU U BTIHY/IHN UX B TPEHUDPOBKY.

Kak tonpko Tynus ymna ¢ Lig, PeHa Mpauso nocMoTpesia Ha [IpomaHsa.

-"Crapenmuta [IpoMaH, KakKOro 4YepTa ThI IIBITACIILCS caesiaTh? He roBopu MHE, YTO TH
p p p I p
OEUCTBUTEILHO BEPUIIIb, YTO S 9TO CAENaJs, IOTOMY 4TO S 3Hal0, YTO 9TO He Tak."

IpoMaH I'POMKO PacCMesicsl, Jaxe He IBITasiCh CKPhITh CBOUX HaMepPEeHUH.

-"Xa-xa-xa! O4eBUIHO, 5T yMalo O TBoei 6e30macHoCTH. [laxke CeromHst ceKTa YMOpas Bce elle Xo4eT
IIOJIYYUTh TBOIO TOJI0BY. Ha camMoM fese, gpyrue CEKTH HOBOIBHO HACTOPOXKEHHO OTHOCSTCS K Tebe u
Poany. OmHaKo, ecnu TH XKEeHUIIbCS Ha IpUHIlecce MMmepuu, Bce MOTHOCTLI0 U3MeHUTCs. Tebe
Oonbille He HYKHO OyfeT 00SIThCS, UTO OHU IOMBITAIOTCS 3TO CHENIaTh."

-"KpomMme TOro, 3TO XOPOIIO U AJI MeHs, U AJis CeKTH. C TaKUM KOJIUYECTBOM IOJIOXKUTEJIbHBIX
MOMEHTOB, II0YeMy 5 AOJIZKEH 0TKa3bIBaThCA? KpoMe TOro, Ha 4YTO ThHI XKajlyellbCcAa? JTa OeBylika Lld-
HacTosasa Kpacasulia! Kakoil MyX4rHa He IPOSIBUT K HEW HUKAKOIo uHTepeca?"

-"Tlogoxnu! MoxeT OBITh, BaM HPAaBUTCS PE3BUTHCS Ha OPYro CTOpoHe?"

Pean uyTh He pacmiakanacs.

-"KT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, PE3BUTCS Ha TOU CTOPOHE? { Ha [ecCATh THICAY IIPOLIEHTOB YBEPEH, UTO I
HaTypas, cHo?!"

3aTeM PeaH yCmoKoumics, mpexye 4eM IIPOJOJIXKUTE.

-'B nmo6oM cny4ae, 1 He cOOMPalOCh HU Ha KOM XKEHUTHCS, 0CO0OEHHO Ha KOM-TO U3 MMmepaTopcKoi
ceMbu. Heyxkenu T 3a0bIJT, YTO B UX CEMbE YTO-TO BPOZEe BHYTPeHHero KoHPnukTa? C TeM xKe
ycIiexoM s Mor OBl CKa3aTh BaM BOT 4TO. [IpryrHa, 10 KOTOPOYX g 00paTuiicd K Hel, 3aKyodanach B
TOM, 9TO s XOTeJI UCCJIeaoBaTh KMEHHO 3TOT BOIIPOC. HpOCTO IIJIaHBI HEMHOTI'0O, O4Y€Hb, O4Y€Hb HEMHOI'O
BBHILLJIA U3-TI0H KOHTPOJIA."

['y6r1 [IpoMaHa OPOTrHYJH, KOTOa OH IIPOU3HEC.

-"TlomenoBaTh [EBYIIKY Ha rla3axX y BCEX-3TO COBCeM HEMHOTO? YepT BO3bMHU, TaK OHO U eCTh! M 4TO
noToM? Eciu 6bI TBOM IIJTAHBI MOIIJIH ITPAX0OM, ThI OBl OTIJIONOTBOPHII €€ Mo-HacTosIeMy?"



Pean nmouecarn 3aTeiioK. OH He MOT IIpuOyMaTh OTBETA Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.

IpoMaH B3OXHYJI ¥ ITPOIOJIXKUII.

-"Bo BCcSIKOM ciiy4ae, BB CKa3aiu, 4YTo 00paTuics K Hel, 4TOOBI y3HaTh O0JIbille 00 9TOM CUTYallUH.
ThI Haten 4To-HUOYOb BakHOE?"

Pean kuBHy1. Teneps, KOra OH YCTAHOBUII 3TOT "KOHTAKT" ¢ L{ua, eMy He HYKHO OBIJIO pacKphIBaTh
cyliecTBoBaHMe KanuHbl, TOBOPS IIpaBay.

-"ITa. Bce mpoucxomuT BOT Tak..."

Hakonern, Pean cmor PpacCCKa3aTh BCe, 9YTO KaCaJioCh 60pB6bI HMIIEPUHU Cacamun 3a TPOH. OpHako
Iocye Toro, kak PeaH 3akoHUYMIT pacCCKa3, BEIPAZKEHHUE JIUIa ,]:[pOMaHa HHUYYTh HE U3MEHHUIIOCH.

-"A BbI, O1IM3HEL], He CIUIIKOM YMHHI? T laxke 00 3TOM ykKe y3HaL."

Pean OBl OIIEJTIOMIIEH.

-"Tlomoxnu! Byl 3uanu 060 BceM aTom?"

[IpomMaH KUBHYII.

-"Ila. ITocne Toro HamapmeHus 6oyee rofga Ha3am MacTtep CeKTH ITPOBETT THIATEILHOE PacCiiefoBaHUeE.
Y Hee TakXKe ObIJT OIPeie/IeHHBIN KOHTAKT, KOTOPHIM MOT IIOMOYb € JIy4ille TIOHSTh MTOJI0KeHNe
HWMnepaTopckou ceMbr. MBI gaxe BHIICHUIH, 4TO CHCTeMa CBSI3W YCKOPHUIa MHOTOe Ha UX CTOpOHe."

YcnwimaB ato, nuno Peana moMpayvHeno.

-"A moueMy THl MHe He CKa3amn?"

I[IpomaHa He BOJIHOBAJIO, YTO YyBCTBOBas PeaH, Korma roBOpuil.

-"B mocnenHee BpeMs MBI Y4aCTO BOBJIEKaeM Bac B mofoOHbIe meta. MacTepy CeKTH 3TO He
IIOHPABUJIOCH, TIO3TOMY OHA ITOIIPOCHIIA AepPKaTh 3TO B CEKPETe, eCJIM TOJIbKO He BOSHUKHET
OeWCTBUTEIbHO He0OXOMMMOCTH paccKa3aTh BaM o0ouM 00 aToM. He 3abniBaii, BBl C PoaHOM MoXKeTe
OBITH CTPAHHBIMY, HO BHI BCE ellle /IBa YYeHUKa HU3KOT0 YPOBHS. JTO IMpobieMa CTapellInH-pemaTh
BaKHBIE BOIPOCHL."

PeaH gyyBcTBOBas cebs nmomasneHHBEIM. OHU BCe eIlle OTHOCSTCS K HeMy Kak K PeGeHKy, Jaxe mocie
BCET0, YTO IMMPOU3OIIIO 0 CUX II0P.



-"Torpga moyeMy ThHI He IIOTBITA/IaCh OCTAHOBUTE 3Ty OpayHyIo 4yIIh?"

HpOMaH IMO2KaJl Mje4dYaMi U OTBETHII.

-"4 xe roBopun Tebe, He Tak AU? OTOT OPaK MOXKeT NIPUHECTHA MHOTO II0/Ih3Hl BAM U CEKTE
OOHOBpPEMEHHO. ['TaBHOE-3TO TO, YTO C BaMM TaM MBI CMOXKeM HCCllefioBaTh elle 6omnbire. Ham 6ynet
jlerye y3HaTh, KOT[a U JEUCTBUTENIbHO U MMmepaTop ympeT. Mbl MOXKeM y3HaTh, KOTa HOBLII
MMIIEPaTOp 3aiMeT TPOH. MBI MOXKEM YBUOETh, KOTHA U €CJIA BOWHA MPOTUB XPOJI AEHCTBUTEILHO
mpou3oumjer.”

-"Ho camoe riaBHOe, MBI MOXK€EM 3aCTaBUTh JII00YI0 CEKTY [IEeCSATh pa3 MoJyMaTh, Ipexye YyeM OHU
pelIarT u4To-To ¢ To0oM caenaTh, 0co6eHHO ceKTy YMOpa. Ecnu BoliHa MefiCTBUTENIbHO HAYHETCS IOCIIe
TOTO, KaK HOBHIM HMIIEPATOP B30UAET Ha TPOH, uMnepus CacaMuil He IPUCOEIUHUTCS K HEU cpaay.
OHa Ha4HETCS C MOTPAaHUYHBLIX CTPaH U OyoeT Me[JIeHHO PACIPOCTPaHAThCS C TEYeHNEM BPEMEHU.
Ecnu TH He XO4ellb Y4aCTBOBATh B BOWHE, ITpeOriBaHre B IMIIEpaTOPCKOM CEMbE, BEPOSITHO, OyOeT
OTHUM U3 CaMBIX 6€30IaCHBEIX MECT, KOTla 3TO IIPOou30imeT."

-"Ecnu Tebs 6eCIIOKOUT Hallle ucciienoBanre CXxeMHBIX (hopMaliuil, 3HalTe, YTO 3TO MiMImepaTtopckas
CeMbs BhIflajzia CBOIO [IEBYIIKY 3aMyXK 3a Te0Os1, a He Hao00poT. Thl BEpHEIb €€ B CEKTY, TOe MEI
CMOKEM IIPOIOJIXKHUTH HAIlld UCCIeq0BaHuUs."

3aTteM [IpoMaH cepre3HO MOCMOTPEN Ha PeaHna.

-"TBI MOXKEIITh Ha3BaTh MHE XOTh OJHY IPUYHUHY, II0 KOTOPOH Tebe He ClIelyeT CorlallaThCsa Ha 9Ty
OpauHyi coenky?"

Pean KUBHYJI, CJIOBHO KOHCTATUPYS (HaKT.

-"TTa. ¢ "He mrobro ee."

B sToT MOMeHT nu1io JIpoMaHa 3aCTHIIO.

-"U ato BCce?"

Pean npumypuics.

-"4TO TH MMeellb B BUAY, FTOBOPS "3TO Bce"? ITO camoe riaBHoe!"

I poMaH B3IOXHYII U ITOKa4a TOJI0BOM.

-"3T0 BCero nuilb MONMUTHYECKu Opak, unuot! Hu Tebe, HU OeBYyIIKe He HYKHO OJOBOOUTH M0 [0



KOHIIa. BBl MOXKeTe IIPOCTO XKEHUThCS Ha OyMare u Iocje 3TOr0 UMETh CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb.
BaMm maxke He HYKHO menath ¢ LIs BooOmie. Ha camoM fmese, BH IBOE BCe ellle MOXKeTe UATH BIepe[ U
M0OUTH KOTO XOTUTE TTOCTIe 3aKITI0YeHUsT O6pavHoro KOHTPaKTa. [laxke eciiy Bhl OyeTe UTHOPUPOBATh
OpPYyT OpyTa [0 KOHI[a CBOMX JHEM, HU CceKTe, HU MIMIepaTopcKoy ceMbe OyIeT Ha 3To HamueBaTh!"

-"370... He cnumkom nu 910 6€30TBEeTCTBEHHO? Heyxenu MnepaTopckasi CEMbs IENUCTBUTEILHO HE
OymeT 6eCIIOKOUTHCS, ECIIU 5T BOPYT HaUy APYTYIO XKEHIIMHY II0CTe XKeHUTHOB Ha UX MTPUHIEecce?
MHe [elCTBUTEIbHO TPYOHO B 3TO IIOBEPUTH."

IIpoMaH KUBHYIL.

-"KoHeuHO, eCc/iy THI IOUOENIL TyOa U 0OBSIBHUIIL BCEMY MUPY, YTO IIPefaelllb IPUHIIECCY,
VimmepaTopcKasi ceMbst 00513aTe/IbHO BMeIIaeTcs. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, THl O HACTYIIUII UM Ha Nu1io. Ho
II0Ka THI IEPKHUIIL 3TO B CEKPETe, OHU He OyAyT Bo3paxKaTh, faxKke eclid y3HaloT."

Pean 3agymarncs. Y Hux ¢ PoaHoM Oblyia 9Ta Hejlemnass MUCCHUSI-COeIUHUTH [IBe TI0JIOBUHEI BCeeHHOi.
Pano unm mo3mHO UM IpPUOETCS IOKUHYTH 3Ty IIaHeTy. Hy, OHU ellle He IPeOCTaBsaId, KakK 9TO
BO3MOXKHO. Kak TOnIhKO OHM VUAYT, TaKas Belllb, Kak (alblInuBhi Opak, feNCTBUTEILHO OyaeT Majo
BOJIHOBaTh HU PeaHa, HU camy Lig.

HNmnepusa CacaMuil o-IIpexKHEMY CUMTalach OOHOM M3 CUJIBHEUIINX epKaB Ha IIJlaHeTe, Ha
KOTOPOM OHM XKUJTH. BEITh CBSI3aHHBIM C HUMU TOXKe ObIII0 OBl XOPOIIIO.

-"H Bce Xke... KaK MyX4WHa, I He CIUIIKOM Bo3paxato. OgHakKo OyHeT JI1 3TO XOPOIIO I TaKOu
XKeHIHH, Kak [a?"

HpOMaH He MOT' HE ITIOYYBCTBOBATH, KdK Y HETO HAYMHAET 0oJeTh TOJI0BA.

-"TIoyeMy THI BCeT{la TAKOW HAUBHHIHM? B 3TOT MOMEHT ThI MOT ObI OBITH HEMHOTO OOJIbIIIE TIOX0K Ha
cBoero Oparta. be3 comHeHnus, PoaH BOCIIONIb3yeTCs BCEMU BO3MOXKHBIMYU ITPEUMYIIECTBaMu. "

Potr PeaHna nepnysics, Korma OH CKasa.

-"ECnu g 4eM-TO ¥ TOPXKYCh, TaK 3TO TEM, 4YTO A He TaKOU, KakK 3TOT l1apeHb."

HpOMaHy )IefICTBPITeHBHO OBITI0 TPYOHO IIOHATE OTHOLIEHU A 6J'II/I3H€I_IOB.

-"HHorma s YOUBISIOCH, I0YEMY, YePT BO3bMH, BEI [BOE BMECTE, XOTSI TaK CUJIbHO HEHABUOUTE OPVT
y y, 4ep Py
nopyra. ¢ He gymaro, 4TO 3aMefjjIeHye TBOero pa3BUTUA-eIUHCTBEHHAs [IpU4YnHa."

YcnrimaB 3T0, Pean yneiOHyCsS. OueBUAHO, 3TO Obl/la HE eIUHCTBEHHAS IIPUYHHA.



3aTeM [IpoMaH IIPOMOIKHUIIL.

-"Kak ckaxermb. [Touemy Ovl TeGe He IOTOBOPUTH C LIs mo3Ke? Bhl ;BOE MOTIIM OBl HOCTUYD
CoTJIallleHus, KOTOpoe caesasno 6u u MMmepaTopckyio cembio, 1 CekTy [lanaMy, ¥ Bac JBOUX
CYaCTJIUBBIMU."

Pean HemMHOr0 mogyMan u KuBHyI. OH OOJzKeH OBUT IPU3HATD, YTO BCE MMPEUMYIIECTBA 3TOTO
(dbanpmmBOro Opaka ObIIM OTPOMHEI.

-"JTagHo. {1 mOrOBOPIO C HEM mo3xe."

B To xe Bpems Tymnus u Ll Besu MOX0XKUM Pa3roBop.

-"Xopo1i1o, 5T BUXKY, HACKOJIBKO ThI TBEPIO PEIIHIa, YTO JeHCTBUTENIBHO He UMeellb HU4Yero o0IIero ¢
Peanom. KpoMe Toro, HaCKOJIBKO S IOHMMal0, 3TOT MajlbuyiK PeaH ToXe He X04UeT UMeTh OT Tebs
OeTeu WX 4TO-TO B 9TOM poge."

151 HaKoHeIl B3OOXHYIJIa C obnmeruenneM. OgHAKO ee MaCTep Ha 3TOM HE€ OCTaHOBHIJICA.

-"B TakoM ciy4ae Bbl MOXKETe ITPOCTO 3aKJIIOYUTh PUKTUBHEIM Opak. HaM HyXKeH TOJIbKO KOHTPAKT, U
HU4Yero 6ombie."

3aTeM Lis mocMoTpesna Ha CBOEr0 YUUTEIS UPOKO PACKPBLITHIMU I'JIa3aMHy.

-"B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MHE BCe PaBHO NIPUAETCS BEIUTU 3a Hero 3aMmyx?! Hert, He mory!"

3atem Tynus mocMoTtpena Ha L, Kak Ha UOUOTKY.

-"TBI HEUCTBUTEJILHO HACTOIBKO Tyna? HeyKenu BH He BUAUIID, KaKas IpeKpacHas BO3MOXHOCTh
OTKpBIBAETCS MPSIMO Tepeq To0o0u?"

L1, KOHEeYHO, OIleNInia.

-"O yem rosoput macrtep?"

Tynus B3mOXHYa, KOT{A B3T/IA ee 3aTyMaHuics. Tynus He MoTrjia He BCIIOMHHUTE CBO€ MIPOIIIOE.
TeM He MeHee, OHa OBICTPO MPUIIIIa B ce0s1 1 00bsICHUTIA.

-"THI TOJIBKO YTO HAIIIAa MyXka, Ha KOTOporo MMmepaTopckas ceMbsi OlIpefieIeHHO He OyneT
JKaJI0BAThCS. ITOT CAMBIi MyK HUYEro oT Te0st He xoueT. [0 Tex Mop, IoKa THl XKEHUIILCS Ha HEM C
noaenbHbIM OpakoM, Th Oymelnb CBOOOAHA OT JTI0OBIX BO3MOXKHBIX OPauyHBIX KOHTPAKTOB, TaK KakK y



Te0s yKe eCTh MyX."

3ateMm Tynud mojoXuia PyKu Ha mjeyu L.

-"lIg, aTo mpomyck cBo6omasl. Thl CMOXKeIIb AeflaTh BCe, YTO 3aX0Uelllh, I0Ka 9TO He TOBPETUT JIUILY
VimnepaTopckoil ceMbu. Kak TH fyMaelsb, y IPYTUX IPUHIIEB U IPUHIIECC €CTh TaKou ImaHc? [Togemy
Thl YIIyCKaelllb TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTH?"

IIs1 He Mora He IIepPeOCMBICIIUTE 3TOT BOIIPOC. Bo3M0XkHO, 3TO ¥ B caMOM fiefie OBIII0 HEII0XO.

-"41... MHe HyXKHO ellle pa3 IIOTOBOPUThL C 3TUM MalbUMKOM, YTOOH TIOATBEPOUTEL €T'0 HaMepeHus."

Haxkowner Tymusi u306pa3uia UCKPEHHIOW YIIBIOKY.

-"KoHeuno. Ho certuac mpwuiiio BpeMs OTTOYXUTh TBOX HaBHKK ®opmariuii.”

L5 Toxe ynbIOHyIaCh.

-"Ila, mactep!"
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