— ...41 Ha3Havalo TebsT KoMaHaUpPoM B3Boma Apmuu [TopaboiieHus [JeMOHOB, — ITOCTBIIIANCS YeH-TO
TOJIO0C.

— Ecnu TH npuHecels ronoBy Kopons [leMoHoB, Aynucyca, s oTaaM Tebe MPHUHIIECCY B XKEHHI.

9T0 ObITT TO10C KOPOJist. OH GBI 0T B MyPIYPHYI0 MAaHTHIO, BEICOKOMEPHO CHMEN Ha TPOHE U
TIOTJIaXKKBaJI CBOIO 6OPO[Y, ITOKa TOBOPHIL.

Pydyc momHsII TOMOBY U TYIIO YCTABUJICS Ha 3TOT0 YelloBeKa Ha TpoHe. Kopomb xkuB. Koposs,
KoToporo youna 6apoHecca MHpepHa, OB BCE ellle KUB.

9710 OBLUIO OEACTBUTEJILHO...

— Ha uto THI ycTaBunca? IIpoBanuBau cenyac xe.

Koponb MaxHy/ PyKOH, BbIpazKasi CBoe sSIBHOE HeyIOBOJILCTBUE. Pydyc, KOTOpHIH Ipuilen B ceOs
TI0CJIE 3TUX CJIOB, ORICTPO TOTHSIJICS Ha HOTH.

Korpa oH BHIIIENT B KOPUAOP MOCIIe KOPOTKOM BCTPEYH C KOPOJIEM, COJIAT, CTOSIBLIMM Ha CTPaXkKe,
TIPSIMO CKa3all:

— Brixom BoH TaM.

Pydyc monua Habmoman 3a KOPOJIEBCKUM COJIIATOM.

— Yto Tebe Hamo?

— Kopone nemMoHOB.

— Yto?

— I'me Koposnb meMoHOB Aygucyc?

— OTKYI[a MHE 9TO 3HaTh? ApMI/Iﬂ YHUYTOXKEHUA TOJIBKO 4YTO Onlna OTIIPDABJIEHA.

CosnpgaT HEeIOBOJILHO ITPOOOPMOTAII HECKOJIBKO CJI0B cebe mox Hoc. OH sIBHO OBIT OCKOPOJIEH 3TUM
BOIIPOCOM.

[TousiTHO. KOPOJIB EMOHOB BCE €llle XUB.



— Cny1mai, moxoxe, Thl OTIPABIISEIILCS B apMUIO TOPAdOTUTENIeH, TaK YTO He 3afaBail 6eCII0Ie3HBIX
BOIIPOCOB ¥ UMM flaBail, TOTOBLCS.

Conpat UbIKHYNI 1 0TBepHYICA. OH BHTJISAEN TakK, CJIOBHO He X0Tell 00Jbille UMeTh HUYEero o0IIero ¢
OTIIPBICKOM K3 3aMIreioro 6aporcTBa. HecMOTpst Ha TO, UTO K HEMY OTHOCHITUCEH KaK K HUKHEH
yacTH 1emnu, Pydyc 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK BHYTPU HEr0 PACTET YYBCTBO YIOBOIbCTBUS.

910 OBITIO TO Ke caMoe obpallleHre, KOTOPOoe OH MOJIy4un paHbile. He repoi, yousmuit Koposs
[IEMOHOB, He HOBBIH KOPOJIb, CBEPTHYBIIKUY KOPPYMIUPOBAHHYIO KOPOIEBCKYIO CEMBIO, a O€THBIN
671aropoXHbIM apUCTOKPAT U3 HEM3BECTHOT'0 OapoHCTBa. ITO OBITIO TO, Yero xoTen Pydyc.

— Ilpunnecca Copaup BcTpeuaetcs ¢ MMnepaTtopckum [IpuHIleM?

— A? Kax THI...

M3-3a Bonpoca Pydyca rimasa KoponeBCKOro prillapsl paCUIMPUANIUCE OT YOuBNIeHus. [IpuHI] UMIIepuu
ellle He yCIIesl BCe UCIIOPTUTh CBOMM BocCTaHHeM. A npuHilecca COpAup BCe ellle TOTOBUIACh BEIUTH
3aMyX 3a Mmnepartopckoro [IpuHIa.

Ternepp 3TO IPOIIIOE.

CeropHAIIHUN IeHb 3aTMUIT IPOIIIIOE.

Pydyc manmpaBumncs ko gopuy npuHiecch Copaun. Kak TonbKO OH MMOKUHYIT KAOUHET KOPOJis, OH
IIOMYaJICs KO ABOPIY, KOTOPBIM 3[eCh CUSJT CaMBIM 3KCTpaBaraHTHEIM 00pa3oM Cpefyu BCeX IBOPIIOB.

CTpaHHBIe B3TJISIOHI JTIOMEN KOPOJIEBCKOT'O ABOPIIA, HaﬁJ’IIOJIaBU.II/IX 3d HHUM, He OCTaJIuCh
He3aMe4YeHHBIMU. Ho OHUM He “MeJiu [J1 Hero 3Ha4eHusd.

Ou GexaJ, cJIoMs TOJIOBY U He pa30upas moporu, 6exkan Tak OBICTPO, YTO BCE, YTO OH MOT CJIBIIIATE,
3TO BeTep, OBIOUIUH €ro IO yIIaM.

Y, HakoHel, Pydyc Hamen Toro, Koro uckar.

Ona SAPKO YHBIGaHaCB, €€ BOJIOCEI Pa3BEBAJIMCh Ha BECEHHEM BETEPKE.

Ona Oblta TakoM, Kakou Pydyc ee moMHUI.

Ha Heli Bce emle 6ruta yHH(DOPMA TOPHUYHOM, U OHA ITOAMETaIa JOPOXKKY B cany. Beceyo HameBas
IIPY 3TOM.



«Ecnu g ympy,

4 crany Kanneu goxnas.

4 cMOI0 TBOU CJIE€3LI».

[Tpu 3ByKax 3HaKOMOM Menonuu cepaie Pydyca 3abunoch OriCcTpee.

EMy xX0oTenoch TyT ke OPOCUTHCS K Hell ¥ 3aKJTIOYUTh ee B CBOU 00bATHsA. OH XOTeN MOAHSATDL €€ Ha
PYKH ¥ 3aBEPTETHCS, KPYyzKach BOKPYT. B TO 3Ke BpeMsi OH XOTeJI I1eJI0BaTh ee Ijla3a, HOC U T'yOHL.

OpHaKo OHa He Iepecekiia Marun4eCKuy Kpyr, CO30aHHbIN IOPAOM AeMOHOB AyaucycoM. OHa He
IIOMHMJIa YeJioBeKa 1o uMeHu Pydyc. OH 3amaBaicsi BOIPOCOM, MOXKHO JI €My TTOAOUTH K Hel
cemyac.

Pydycy enBa ymanock yCIIOKOUTH CBOe TPOMKO KOJIOTSIIIIEECS CEPALIE, KOTOPOE CJIOBHO IIHITANIOCh
BBIPBATHCS M3 TPYOHON KIIETKH.

[TpsiMO Tepeq HUM CTOSIIA XKEeHIIUHA, 10 KOTOPOX OH TaK CHUJIbHO cKy4asn. OpHako Pydyc He mor
cOenaTh HU mIary, YTo0bl IPUONIU3UTHCS K HEl.

YTo 0oH monmKeH cKa3aTh? Kak OH JOoMKeH MONOUTH K Hel? Kak OH MOT yaepkKaThCs, YTOOH He
pacckasaTh eu Bce?

— YTo mpuBeno Bac BO ABOpeI npuHIilecch Copaun?

9T0T Bommpoc ObiT o6pateH K Pydycy, KOTophIi ObIT TOTPY2KEeH B CBOX MBICIH.

— Kr10?

Pydyc Heoco3HaHHO crefa mar Ha3af.

[Tepen HUM CTOSIIa XKEHIIMHA CPEIHUX JIET.

Ee Boock! OBITM aKKYPATHO YIIOKEHH! ITOfl Yerell. Ha mepBuIit B3rys/, ee Hapsd ObIT TOX0XK Ha
OfleKy TOPHUYHOM, OHAKO Ha TPy Y Hee OBl cepeOpsSHBIN 3HAK OTINYUS.

9T0 Oblyla raBHAS TOPHUYHAS.

— Bu1 npumnu K npunnecce Copaun? IIpocTtuTe, HO IpHUHIECCA TPHUKa3alia MHE He IPUHUAMATh



He3aIllJIaHUPOBAHHBIX roCTel.

FopHUYHAas, IepXkKaBlllas KOP3UHY, CKa3aya 3TO TPOMKHUM SICHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Her, s 3mech He [ms Toro, 4ToOs! yBUIeTh Ee BenuuecTBo mpuHIleCCy.

Pydyc mokauan romnosoii. OH X0Tes oTorHath 06pa3 Copaup, KoTopas faxe yMupas, IIpPOKInHasa ero
[0 CaMOro KOHIIa.

— Torga 3ayeM BBl IPHIIIX CIOOA?

— 4.

BMecTo oTBeTa Ha Bompoc Pydyc moBepHY rojioBy B cTOPoHYy Capy6uu, KoTopas IoAMeTaa mepeq
IIBOPIIOM.

— A, Capy0Ous. Bel cnyuaiiHO He 3HaeTe 3TOro pebeHka?

Pydyc He 3HaI, Kak OTBETUTH Ha BOIIPOC CIIyKaHKHY.

On XOPpOIIIo 3HAJI ee. OpnHako npoGHeMa 3aKJII049ajiaCk B TOM, YTO Cap}I6I/I${ He ITOMHHIJIa €ro.

— ...4l He 3HAIO ee, OOHAKO, S HAMEPEH T03HAaKOMHUTHCS C Hell B OymyIeM.

Pydyc oTBeTHT TIOCTIE HONTUX U MYUYUTENbHBIX Pa3MbIILTIEHUN. DTO ObLIT TYYIIUA OTBET, KOTOPHIN OH
MOT IIPUAYyMaTh.

FopHUYHas BHHMAaTENbHO M3y4alla YepTHl U BEIpaxkeHue nuia Pydyca, CII0BHO YTO-TO MCKaJa.

— ...Ilpoctute, HO MOTY 4 y3HATH Ballle UM ?

— Pydyc Undepna. 4 pomom u3 6aponcTBa MHpepHa, — Pydyc Ha3Ban cBoe uMs B oleneHeHnu. OH
BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TI0 JOTPAIINBAIOT.

— Jlopn MHbepHa, 3TO0 HeyBaXkUTEIbHO, HO, TI0KaIyHCTa, He TPOTauTe 3TOr0 pebeHKa.

TopHUYHAs, KOTOpast HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi CMOTpesia Ha Pydyca, rimy6oko B3moxHya.

— YTO 3HQUUT «HE TPOraTh»?



— Capy0us eire Mana. OHa HeXKHOE [IUTS, KOTOPOe faXKe He 3HAeT, YTO MYKUHUHHL...

— Her, s He 3T0 UMen B BULY.

Pydyc, KoToporo BAPYT IPUHSIIK 3a U3BPAlleHIa, 6eraioero 3a 1eBOYKOH, MOCHEIUT 00bSICHUTE.

— 4 3ametu, 4To pe6eHOK yCEPAHO TPYAUTCS. Y MeHS HUKOTHA He OblI0 HUKAKUX IPYOBIX
HaMepeHuH.

— Ecnu Tak, TO 4, HOMXKHO GBITL, HEIIPAaBUIILHO IIOHSAIIA. HO}KaHYﬁCTa, IIPOCTUTE MEHA.

— He Bomnmyiics. [Toxoxe, B MOUX C10Bax OblsIa KaKas-TO ABYCMBICIEHHOCTD.

— B mo6oMm criydae, eCiu BB He TOCThb, IPUILEIIANA HABECTUTh IIPUHIIECCY, 5T YXOXKY.

F'opHUYHAasd, B3TISHYB Ha Pydyca, momina B CTOPOHY ABOpIia MpuHiecch Copaus.

Capy0usi, KoTopas Bce ellle IoAMeTasa, yIbI0HyIach, KOTa yBUAea IPOXOIsIyl0 MUMO TTIaBHYIO
ropHuuHyo. Ta yneiOHYIach ¥ KUBHYJIA eil. 3aTeM oHa mpoTsiHyna Capybuu neyenbe. OHO OBIIO
caMbIM OOMBIIMM U Pa3MepPOM C ee JlafioHb, ¥ Capy0us ¢ ynbIOKOi cpa3y ke OTKyCHuia OT HEro
KyCOYeK.

3BYKH UX APYKecKou Oecembl MOHOCUIIUCH IO TOI'0 MeCTa, e CTos Pydyc.

Onu nobosTanyu HEMHOTO, a TOTOM pa3ouuiuck. CapyOus cHOBa MOJHSJIA METIY, U TOPHUYHAS
II0BepHYJ1a 00paTHO BO OBOpEL.

&>

['opuuyHas, KOTopas BXOAuIa Bo ABopel npuHiecck Copaup, mocMoTpena Ha Pydyca. ITpu aTom
B3rysige Pydyc nouyBcTBoBas cefst Tak, CJIOBHO €r0 YKOJIOIK UToNKoM. OH IBHO He chesian HUYero
TIJIOXOT0, HO YYBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 BUHOBATHIM.

[TokoneOaBimuch MrHoBeHUE, Pydyc HanpaBuncs Kk Capyouu, yOe IUBILUCE, YTO CIIy2KaHKa UCYe3a.

— 30paBCTBYUTE, TOCIIOOUH.

Capy0Ous nofgHsIa cBou OnecTsiue riia3a Ha Pydyca, KOTOped npubiauKancs K Hel.

— 4 Bce cnplllaza OT T71aBHOM rOpHUYHOM. OHA CKa3ajla, YTO BHl y2Ke JaBHO CMOTPUTE Ha MEHA?



OHa MATKO yIBIOHYJIach.

Ax.

Ot aToH YJ'IBI6KI/I Y HEro 3aleMuiio B rpyau. Ero cepane, KOTopoe eBa yCIIeJIO YCIIOKOUTHLCs, CHOBaA
Ha4vaso OeIeHo KOJIOTUThCS.

9TO [eNCTBUTENBHO... bonbHEE, YeM g myMail.

Bce okazarnocs TOPa3ao0 CeEpbE3HEE.

— BeI, o mpaBpe, mpuIu ciofa, 9YTOOR HAaWTH IPUHIECCY? BEl He cMoXkeTe CchenaTh 3TO0, eCIH
OymeTe 6€33a060THO CMOTPETh Ha APYTUX KEHIIKH.

OHa cMeeTCs Haf, HUM CBOUM BCe €Ie HUT'PUBBIM I'OJIOCOM.

Ee IOYTKH, TIOOAPA3HUBAHNH, €€ TEIIJI0, KOTOPO€E TaK IIPOHUKAET B €TI0 CepAle...

OH yKe 3a0bL1 IIPO BCE 3TO...

«4 me’CTBUTENIBHO CKy4all o Tebe».

— ...Ums.

qu)y'C €lIBa BbIJaBUJI HECKOJIBKO 6YKB CBOMM XPHUIIJIBIM ITPUTIIYIIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— IIpoctute? Uma?

— Kak Tebs 30ByT...

OH xoTen YCIBEIIIATE €T0 elle pas. Oxn xoTen YCIBIMATE 3TO HOCTANIbIru4€CKOoe MM, IIPDOU3HECEHHOE
€€ HE2XKHBEIM I'OJIOCOM.

Ee rnasza PaCuIiupuiIiChk OT HEOZKHNOAHHOT'O BOIIPOCA, HO JIUIIIb Ha HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH.

— Capy6wus.

OHa OBICTPO OTBETHIIA C APYKe00HOH YIBIOKOM.



9T0 OBIJIO TTOX0KE Ha TOHYLINY Kopabib B Mope. UyBCTBa, KOTOPEIE OOJIbIE HETb3s OBIIIO TTOaBUTh,
oxBaTunu Pydyca. CITOBHO OOepKUMBIN, OH IIPUTSIHYT ee B cBou 00bsaTHs. Y 6e3 BCAKOMI
COEPKaHHOCTH 3aphUICS JTUIOM B €€ IIel0.

Ee ManmeHpKOE HEXKHOE TEJIO KacalloCh €T0 KOXKHU.

Ona Oblta TemIoM. BEIIO Tak TEIsIo, 3TO OBIJIO ITOX0XKe Ha COH, eTr0 OMBIBAJIO TEIIOTOMH... Temepsb 9T0
OBLIO MEeNCTBUTEILHO HEBBIHOCKMO.

bamM.

Mertmna, KoTopylo fepxKana Capybus, yrnana Ha TpPaBy.

— 9-37

Capy0us Oblia oIienioMIeHa BHe3aTHEIMU IeHCTBUSMU MyXKYHUHEL. BOT Tak IpOCTO MyXK4KHa,
KOTOPOTO OHA HUKOTZla paHbIlle He BUfeTa, BCe BpeMs CMOTPeIl Ha Hee, CIIPOCHUII ee UMs, a II0OTOM
BOPYT OOHSI ee.

— 9M, rocrioguH! Bhl JomKHE 0OHUMATh CBOIO OyIyIIyI0 KeHy!

Capy0Oust 60posach, IEITAsICh BEIPBATHCS U3 00BATHHM MyKUKHBL. OJHAKO MyXK4YWHa, 00HMMAaBIIIN €€,
ObL11 ropa3no cunbHee. B To ke BpeMsi B ee yxe pa3faliCsl TUXUU 3BYK.

CHauaJsla OHa He IIOHSJIA, YTO 3TO Or1710. Ho Kak TONBKO OHa IMpuCIIyIlllagaCh, OHAa HE MOr'JIa He
3aMETHUTH €T0.

— I'-rocnogun?

MyxuyuHa mn1akarl.

— [Touemy B BApYT mtaveTe? BaMm 601pHO? YTO-TO 1MOMano BaM B Iia3? IlocMOTpuTe Ha MeHS, S
ybepy aTo!

PacrepsiBumich, Capy6ust MOMBITaNIaCh PACCMOTPETH JTUI0 MyKYKHBL. OJHAKO MyKYKHA HE OTIYCTHII
Capy0uto u ellle Kpermde cxkKaJll ee B CBoux 00bsATUAX. ['Opsiuee mbIxaHuUe IeKoTaso ieio Capyouu.

— Emie ceKyHOOuUKy, — TpoOopMOTasl MyK4YMHa XPUILIBIM I'0JIOCOM, CJIOBHO IIPOTJIOTHJI JKeJIe3HbIi
nopoIok. — ITogoxnau, momoxau elle HeMHOTO0. [103BOIb MHE OCTaThCSA TaK ellle HEMHOTIO.

&, .»



Capy06us ycTaBUIaCh Ha MyKYHHY, KOTOPHIH LEIISIICS 3a Hee.

CtpanHo.

OH oueHb CTPaHHBIY NTAPEHE.

E¥ Heuero He IpUXOOUIIO B F'OJIOBY KPOME TOTO, UTO OH CTPaHHBIU.

CTpaHHBbIH, CTPaHHLIN U CTPAHHBIN YeJIOBEK.

Ho 3T0 moueMy-To OBITIO HETIJIOXO.

— YTto-T0 cnyuunocs? [Touemy BH ntaueTe? — CapyOus cierka B3MOXHYyJIa ¥ IIpOBeia PYKOH 110
ciuHe MyX4uHEL. — He mmaybTe. Ballle KpacuBoe JIUII0 OIIyXHET.
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