T'epIiorckast ceMbsi TOTPaTHIa HEMAJIO BpeMeHH, YCUIIMM U CPEICTB, YTOOI TOKA3aTh CBOE
TOCTENPUKUMCTBO, OHAKO Y UMIIEPATOPa OCTABAIOCh eIle MHOTO [eJl, I03TOMY [OJIT0 CUNETh V
repiora oH He Mmor. OTo0enaB, OH PEIINI BEPHYThCS K cebe BO MBOpETI.

3a BOpOTaMu ITOMECThsI, TaM, I/ie HeCJU CITyKO0y phillapu FOpHHOBEIX U MMIIepCKast CTpaXka,
3alIyMesia TOJINa, CJIOBHO OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa CKOPOEe BO3BpalleHrne uMmepartopa. Korpa y rimaBHBIX
BOPOT, TMle y2Ke CTOsJIa UMIIePaTOpCKast KapeTa, II0Ka3aiuCh TepIorcKas ¥ UMIIepaTOPCKas CEMbH,
pa3maIuch 0KUBJIEHHBIE BOCK/IUIIAHMUS.

— Otnuunb 06ef, Anekceii. 17151 Tebst 3TO B HOBUHKY, HO IIPHEM BHIIIE]T 3HATHBIM.
— Bamu cnoBa — 4ecTh [yt MeHs. 4 cYaCT/IuB, YTO BaM IIOHPABUIIOChH.

[Toka uMnepaTop u AneKkceil OTHaBaliu JaHb BeXKJIMBOCTH, PAAOM MMIlepaTpulia B3siia EkaTepuHy 3a
PYKH.

— Xopoto mpoBenu BpeMs, fa, EkatepuHa? B cienyromuil pa3 xkay Te0s B HAIll JBOPeII.
— Papa ot Bac 370 cnbimath. Cnacubo, YTo Mpuexai.

ExaTeprHa cxKaJjla PyKd UMIIePaTPHUILl B CBouX. OHU MOXOOUIN Ha ONMU3KUX MOOPYT-OOHOT PYIIITHHUII.
Muxau, CTOSIBUIUY PSIOM C UMIIePATPHUIIeH, HATSHYTO YIbI0aCs.

— Anexkceii, EkaTepuna. Ciacu6o 3a CeromHs, yBUAUMCS B AKaIeMHUH.

ITocne IIpOIIaIbHBIX CJIOB Muxaunia BCA MMIIEPATOPCKas CeMbi CeJla B KapeTy. BHOBB HMIIEPCKHUE
PHEILIAPHU 3aA0yJIM B POXKKH, U KapPeTa, 3alIpsAKEeHHass JEMOHNYEeCKUMU JIOIMabMK, MEOJIEHHO
TPOHYIIACh, IIOKHUOASA IIOMECThE }OpI/IHOBBIX.

— B atom rony y HoBa Oblita 0YeHb KpacuBasi CUHSS po3a. BEl ToKe Tak fymaeTe?

— Hapo ke, Ee BenuuecTBo IIPOSABIIAET UHTEPEC K I0HOH OBOPSAHKE, KaK HEOOBIYHO! — 3aMeTHuI
HMIIepaTop KoncraHTuH, Hpe6bIBa$I B XOpoiieM HaCTPOEHHH U IIOIIYTHO HE 3a0BIBasi MaxaTh
BCTPEYHEIM JTIIOOSAM.

WmnepaTtpuiia MarganuHa, yiaei0asch U TOXKe Mallla PyKOH, BECEJI0 OTBETUTIA:

— A 4gTo0, OHa Befib Tebe TOXKe MOHPaBuUiack? Bemb OBIJIO CTOJIBKO HHTEPECHBIX PA3r0BOPOB, a?
— Jla, ¥ He MOCIIOPUIIIb...

YnribaBinasics uMnepaTpuiia BIPyTr paccMesinach.

— IMomymaThb TONMBKO, 3TOT pebeHoK!.. CyliaeT pa3roBOpPhl 0 TAMOXKEHHBIX MOIIIMHAX U CTPaXOBaHUHU
rpy3a Ha Cy[ax C CUSIOIIMMHU Tfla3aMu! BriepBhie MHe Iomanachk Takasi JBOPSHKa. [JocTpauBaeT
0011Iy10 KapTUHY ITPOCTO U3 HebombInux (hakToB! Yero u cmegoBano 0XXKUAATh OT MIIAMIIeH CECTPH
Anekces. A Korfia OHa ITOCMOTpPEJIa Ha MO€ IIJIaThe, TO ITOJyMalia He O TOM, KaK OHO Yy[IeCHO
CMOTPUTCS, a O TOM, KaKas CTpaHa, KaKasl KyJbTypa MOTJIa CO3[laTh TaKyio Belllb, 1 Oblla Iox
BIIeYaTJIEHHEM OT MaCTepPCTBa U BKyca co3pmaTesis. Ecnu BOpyT moHamoOUThCS MTOMHSATh HaCTPOEHUE
1I0CJIaM, TO IPOCTO Tpuriiacu ExaTepruHy ¢ HUMHU Ha yKUH. OHA C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM IIOCTYIIAET O
IPYTUX KyIbTypaX, K TOMYy ke, 0e3 IIpeipacCcyiKoB MPUMET y4acCTHE B Pa3roBOpe, IIOTOMY YTO Y 3TOU
MOJIO[IO¥ 0COOHI IIUPOKKH KPyro3op. [Tocmer OymyT B BOCTOpTE.

Ecnu O8I 9T0 ycmbimana EkaTeprHa, To oHa OB HU3KO ITOKJIOHHUIACH ¥ CKa3ana: «[IpocTute, BHyTpH



BOBCE HE MOJI0[a, TPOCTUTEY.
— Xm. OHa BHIIIJIA B CBET OT CHJIBI Tl Ha3aM, 9TO HEeBEPOSITHEIN IIPOrpecc.

Ha camowMm [ierne fijis KOT0-TO C TAaKUM CTaTycoM, KakK y EKkaTepuHsl, He ObIJI0 ObI CTPAaHHBIM C IETCTBA
IocellaTh UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABopell. [la ¥ ee MaTh, AHACTaCusl, C IETKOCThIO Moryia Obl 611MCTaTh B
CBETCKUX Kpyrax UMIIePCKOM CTONUIL. TeM He MeHee, OHa Mcue3iia Kyfa-To Ha JeCiTh IeT, a IOTOM
yMepia. X0Ts BCe 3TO BpeMS ee MyXK, AlleKCaHAp, YHACIeO0BaBIIUM TUTYJI TepLora, HaXOousCcs B
cronuiie. ITo opunmanbHON BepCcuu AHACTAacus He IOSBIISIaCch HUTTIe 1U3-3a C1aboro 370POBhS,
OJIHAKO 3TOMY HUKTO He Bepusl. He TpymHO ObIIIO moragaThCs, UTO XKKU3Hb Y AHacTacuu U ExaTepuHb
Obllla He caXapHOM, COBCEM He COOTBETCTBYIOLIEN UX CTaTyCy. B BrICIEM 00IECTBE IIETI0TOM
o0CyK[aly, YTO OHU BOBOEM CHUMST I'Tle-TO 3a KaMEHHLIMU CT€HAaMU TEMHUIIHL.

Opnako ExkaTepuHa, KOTOPYIO OHU CErOfHS YBUENIN BIIEPBbIe, OKa3aiach OeBYLIKOU IPKOU U YMHOH,
a Take IOJIHOM PEMKUMOCTH IIOMOYb OpaTy ¢ repnorcTsoM. [logoOHas cuma gyxa gJOCTOMHA
yBaxkeHus. He yOUBUTEIBHO, YTO BEUHO HETIOMUMBINA ATIEKCEl TaK MUJIO YIRIOaeTCs CecTpe.

— C papocThio HaBely Anekcest 1 EKaTepuHy elte pas.

— Hapo e, a o IPOIIIOTo rofa Ka3anoch, YTO BECET0 HUKOTaa He OyaeT, ma? — paccMesinach
UMIIEPATPHUIIA.

Kak u npenpmonoxuna Exkatepuna, AnekcaHapa He CTalla MMOCIYIIHO CKIIOHSTE TOJIOBY Mepe[ XKeHOou
neMsHHEMKa. OHY OBITM CIUIIKOM Pa3HBIMU. HenmpuHyXOeHHass MaHepa pedyn MarfialuHbl, ee
IMYpoKast yiael0Ka, ApyxKeoOHbIi HaCcTPOH 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K IPYTUM CTPaHaM, faXe ee
IIPEBOCXOHOE BIafleHue panupoi, CTpeMIeHre pa3BUBaTh SKOHOMUKY U BBICOKHAY POCT, IIOUTU He
yCTyIaBIIN# POCTY My2Ka, — BCe 3TO AJleKCaH[Ipa IPUHUMATh 0TKa3hiBalack.

— V¥V 1e6s1 HeT HU 6/1aropPoOACTBa, HU Tpaluu. TaKOMy 4eJIOBEKY He MEeCTO B UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbeE.
[TeTp Benukuti mepeBepHycs Obl B Tpo0y, YBUAEB, KAKUX HEBEK] MHE IIPUXOAUTCS 00y4aTh, YTOOH
OHM CTa/Iu JOCTOMHBIMU YJI€HaMU UMIIEPATOPCKOU CEMBbH.

AnekcaHfipa B3[I0XHYJIa, IPUKPHIBasICh BeepoM, a MarganuHa, Toraa ellle HacjeqHas MpUHIlecca,
OTBETHJIA:

— O, BHI yCIIENIH YCTPOUTHCS perneTuTopoM? Tak BEl HAKOHEI-TO 0CO3HA/IH, KaK 9TO BaXKHO —
3apabaTriBaTh cebe Ha eny? [IpeMHoOro 6/1arofgapHa 3a TO, UTO CKa3alli.

Iaxe eciy TH 3aMyKeM 3a YeJI0BEKOM M3 UMIIePAaTOPCKOM CeMbH, CKAa3aTh TaKOe CTapIlei CecTpe
uMIepaTopa... CBuTa AnekcaHOphl Oblla HEBEPOSITHO IIYMHOM U IIEITAlach XOTh KAK-TO €€ YCIOKOUTh,
yTOOBI OHA HE B30pBajIacCh ele paa.

[Tocne cmeptu Ceprest Bce CKOpOeny 0 HEM, a IIOTOM IIPEXKHUIN UMIIepaTOp PEIInyI lepefaTh CBOH
TPOH CHIHY. MarpmanvHa xe crajia uMneparpuieir. beimo 3a6aBHo Habm0gaTh, Kak ee
OTBpPATUTEJIbHEIY IPOTUBHUK, AJIeKCaHIpa, IpeXkae HaXOAUBIIAsACSA Ha BepXy COLUAIbLHOU JIECTHULIBL
W OTBEpraBllIas BCe, CBA3aHHOE ¢ MarmanmHou, IOCTEIIeHHO TepseT BIUSHUE U 3JIUTCA U3-3a 9TOr0.

— Ho ma, Oy He moXaych Hallled HOBOM BCTpeuu ¢ Exatepunon. Env3aBeTa ToXe MUagd OeBYYyIIKa,
OfHaKo... Bepuo?

Enu3saBeTe u3 cembu FOpuMarss! cefidac OO0 mecsaTh JieT. OueHb I0Has, 3[0POoBasi, ycepaHas,
CHMITaTUYHAs JeBYIIKa, KOTOpas MbITaaach IOHPABUTLCS MuxXauny 1 KoTopas, CKOpee BCETO,
BHIPACTET OJOCTOMHOM ABOPSHKOM. Kpome Toro, ee orell, ['eopruii... Ha ogHOM 13 3acemaHUl TPeEX



Benukux repiioroB OH MPSMO IIepef UMIIePaTOPOM BrICMesiT EKkaTepuHy, cka3aB: «HOHas
Mapiemyasenb HoBa 6one3nenHa. OHa HUKOTa HUYEMY He YUUJIach U He MOJTydaa MPUTIalleHus OT
IPYTUX 01arOPOAHEIX ceMel». [Jake ecliy BBl COTEPHUKHY U XOTHUTE TOIMATHYTh IO3UIUK ONIIOHEHTa,
BRICMEMBATh HECUACT/IMBYIO IEBYIIKY — OYEPHSTH IPEXK/e BCEro COOCTBEHHYIO PEIyTalluIo.

Kak ke OH paHblile He 3aMeTu1? BriiT 3aMyXK 3a Muxauia — 00eCriednTh CBOEN CeMbe POLICTBO C
OyoyLIMM UMIepaTopoM. PeKoMeHI0BaTh CBOIO JOYb B KQHAUJATKY Ha 3Ty POJIb, 3HAYUT
OeCIIOKOUTHLCS 0 CBOEH MO3UIMH, a He 3a00TUTHCS O OYEPH.

— XM-M, — IpOTSHYN uMmneparop. — OgHako, 4To Anekced coOupaeTcs feflaTh C CECTPOM?

He moxeT ObITh, YTOORI OH HEe 3HAJI, YTO 03HAYAeT CKa3aTh Imepe UMIePaToOPCKol yeToi «Most
cecTpa cnaba 300poBbeM». CTaTh KPOHIIPUHIIECCOM, HE TO YTO UMIIEPATPHULIEH, 3TO KATOPKHBIN TPY.
Ho camast BaxkHas 3aflaya, KOTOa HaXOOUIITLCS Ha TaKOM MO3ULIMK — POAUTH HAaclegHUKa. IMeHHO
II03TOMY B KPOHIIPUHIIECCH OTOMPAIOT 3MOPOBHIX AEBYIIEK.

CrnoBa Anekcest MOKHO OBIIO paclleHUBaTh Kak 3asBieHne: KOpUHOBH He cOOMPAIOTCS [eJlaTh
ExaTepuHy uMmepaTpuIien.

— W3 HoBa Begb 0CTamuCh TOJBKO OHU, BEPHO? Y MX JBOIOPOJHOTO AenyInku Mcaaka He GBIIO OeTeM.
[Toxoze, OH X04eT OCTaBUTh EKaTepHHY B ceMbe. DTO HazKe MHUJIO, UYTO OH He XOUeT ee OTIYCKAaTh.
BoT TOnMbKO MHTEPECHO, Yero XxoueT camMa ExaTepuna?

I/IMr[epaTop 1 UMII€PaATPHUIla B3TTAHYJIX Ha ChIHA.

— ...91 He uHTepeceH EkaTepuHe, — Muxaui MaXaj B OKHO, y2Ke He yNIbi0asiCh, ¥ TOJIOC €T0 3Bydas He
TaK PABHOAYIITHO, KaK €My XOTeJIoCh Obl. — Korja s BrepBhie C Hell 3aT0BOPHUJI, OHA TaK HUCIIyrasach,
Kak OynTo yBumesna rycenuiy*. Kasamocs, oHa rotoBa Onliia y6exaTh, HO OLICTPO IlepeayMaria.

CJI0BHO OHa y3Hajla ero, I03TOMY OTIIaTHYIACh.
— MoxeT, OHa CIIel[HaJIbHO TaK caeiasa?

— 4 yXe cTanmKuBasCs ¢ OeBYIIKOi, KOTOpas MIPUTBOPSIAch, YTO el BCe paBHO, UTOOHI IIPUBJIEYb MOE
BHUMaHUe. [leBymKy myraioT, fa? Ho He moxoxe, uToOn EKkaTepuHa Oblyia Takoi XkKe. Cpasy mocre
CpaXkeHUs C IEMOHUYECKHUM 3BepeM OHa 3a0bla 0 MOEM CYIIeCTBOBaHUM, TIOTOMY UTO ObIna
COCpenoTO4YeHa Ha ATIeKcee.

3abkria 0 ero cymecTtBoBaHuu! besymue.

— OHa CIIOKOVHO CpaxaJjach C BHE3allHO IOSIBUBLIMMCS 3BepeM, Kak Hactosmas Hosa... Ho efgBa Bce
3aKOHYHUJIOCh, OHA 3alljlaKaja U IIpuXKajach K AjleKcelo, CJI0BOM, BHE3aIHO CTajla 0OBIYHOMN
neByiIkoi. Ee xBanunu 3a XpabpocTh, a OHA IjaKasa... ITo OBIJIO... JlaXke HEMHOTO MHJIO.

[TocTeneHHo ero pacCka3 BCe OosbIlle CcTam HAlIOMUHATHL MOHOJIOT, HO popuTenu geiajiu BU, 4TO
BHUMATEJIBHO CIIYIIAKT €TO0.

— YecTHO TOBOPS, MHE BIIEPBBIE TTOMANacCh AEBYIIKA, KOTOPO BCe PABHO Ha MO€ CYIIIeCTBOBAHME.
HeBo3moxH0, uToO ExaTepuHa xoTesa Obl ORITE MOEH XKeHOM BOIpeKu Bojie Anekcesi. CKopee, 0H
CKa3aJj 3TO, IOTOMY YTO OHa CaMa He X04eT Ha 9TO MecTo. [Toxoxke, Bce Tak ¥ 0OCTOUT, XOTSI MHE 3TO
He HpaBUTCS. [I0CaIHO, UTO BO MHE BUISAT I'yCEHUILY.

— ...XM... — nmpobopmortar cebe nog Hoc umnepaTtop Korucrautud. — Hy, Hy. [lo Baliero BeITycKa



elie eCTb BpeMd.

OOBIYHO KPOHIIPHUHIIEB O(i)I/II_[I/IaJIbHO 0OBSIBIISIIN HaClleJHUKaMH IIPpeCTOoJIa II0CJjie OKOHYaHUA NMU
Axagemuu. HeBYI.T.IKI/I, KOTOPEIE JOJIZKHEI B GYI[YH.IGM CTaTh UX CIIYTHUIIAMH, TAKXKe€ Y4daCTBOBAJIX B
9TOU HepeMOHHH. [Tocne 3TOr0 OHU OOLIYHO BBIXOOUJIX 3dMY2K K CTAHOBUJIMCHE KPDOHIIPUHIIECCAMU.

— Huorma CUTyallusd MEHSAEeTCHd, KaK U I0OHBIE Cepala.

— 41 xouy HavaTh cBoe feno. Ha co6cTBeHHOM Kopabiie COBEPIIUTh KPYTOCBETHOE MaBaHue. He
BOJIHYUTECH, 51 yKe OoJbInas meBouka. [loxkanyicTa, 2KeHUTECh Ha IPYTOM MIPeIeCTHOM IeBYIIKe.

WmmepaTop ¥ uMIepaTpulia 3Hanu 06 3TOM He IMOHACTIBIIIKE,

Muwuxaun MoxXoaua Ha OTIla He TONbKO BHelHe. OH YHacCnegoBall €ro XapakKTep, U3-3a KOTOPOTro eMy
XO0TeJIOCE IIpecCiiegoBaTh, KOrga OT HETO y6eram/1, " HEBEPOATHYIO IIPUBA3aHHOCTDH, M3-3d KOTOpOfI OH
He MOT COaThCA, IIOKa OH He OOTOHAI CBOIO IIEeJIb.

«Jlyuiie He ApPa3HUTE>.

«3Haro, IPUBOJUT K IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOMY».

Muxaum He 3aMeTul 6€3MOIBHOTO 00OMEeHa PeIuKaMUi MeXIy POAUTESIMHU.
Yrosnok nepeBog4yuka

*Kak 6ynro ysumena rycerunty. (U00000000. ITpuHIl Ha ITOTHOM Cephe3e JOBOJIBHO. ..
caMOKpUTHYEH... B KoHIle KOHI1I0B, EKaTepuHa He pa3 Ha3blBajla ero IIeHKOM... HO He T'YCeHUIen
Xe...

Kaxertcs, g Baiobunachk B uMmepaTpuily... Kakas xe oHa KiaccHasi) Kak or6puna aty MeiMpy — yx!!!
U BooO11Ie, KakK e 300POBO aBTOP KHUaeT HaMeKH Ha IIPOIIOe CBOUX ITepPCOHAXKeN. ..

A mipuHIa JaXke HEMHOTO XaJlb... beqHbIN TapeHs (BepHee, TyceHulla). BoT mocie 3Toro MHe
CepPhE3HO CTAJI0 MHTEPECHO, C KEM Ke OCTaHeTcs Halla KaTeHbKa... [IoMTH B TOCTEIHKE T'1aBhl
3arisiHyTh, YTO JIK... YTO XK, HenaliTe Ballld CTaBKH, TOCIIONA, flelaiTe BalM cTaBKu))) CoOCTBEHHO,
BOT M3-3a 9TOM T'JIaBHI 51 ¥ B3s171aCh 3a IIE€PEBOI 3TOH paboTEI)

B 4ecThb BHIXOOHBEIX Ha 3TOM Hemese (BepHee, TIOKHayHa) BEIKIAagbIBAIO TJIaBy HEMHOTO PaHbIIE))

KcTaTi, pa3 yX 5 Bce paBHO TyT pa36oiTanack. Y MeHs IOSBUIICS O50T. 31eCh, Ha pyJeTe.
B03MO0KHO, ¥ BaC €CTh KO MHE BOIIPOCH? S ObI MOTJIa Ha HUX OTBETUTL)) A ecyu OyIOyT Umeu s
61ora, BooOIIIEe CKaxKy OrPOMEHHOe CIIachOuIIe)))
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