— Baiicc, uTo 9TO0 y Te6s? — crmpocuina PyOu, Korga 3alijia B 00IIeKUTHE.

— 9T0, — He OTBJIEKAsICh OT U3YUEHUS, OTBETHIIa 6€T0BOI0Casi, — HOBHIM BUf IIpaxa. HectabunbpHas
ero pa3HOBUAHOCTh. OTell mpucyan MHe o0pa3el Ha H3yYeHue, — OHa MOCMOTPesIa Ha CBOO MOAPYTY.
— Ecnu B He 3a0blTa, 5T BCE XK€ OYeHb MHOTO 3HAI0 O IIpaxe, MEHS 3TOMY YUUIH C IeJIEHOK.

— Y-y-y, KpyTO, — IrJla3a KpaCHOU ILIANOYKU 3aTr0PeJIUCh HEMOOAEeIbHEIM UHTEPEeCoM, OTYEro Ta
IIOMIOLIA BIUIOTHYIO K CBOEU IIOApyre U Hayajla pacCMaTpUBaTh KPUCTaUL. — A YTO OH MOXKeT?
Kako# 0H cTUXUM? — BOIIPOCH! CHIIAJIUCH OOUH 3a APYTUM, OT 4ero y Baiicc Hayana 60/1eTh TOIoBa.

— Cron! XBatut! PyOu! — He BeigepiKasia JeByIlIKa 4, IOMacCUPOBaB BUCKY, TPO3HO IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha
CBOIO HamapHuNy: — f pacckaxy, HO pagyu BCET0 CBATOTrO, IPOCTO OyOb THUILIE.

— JlagHO! — BCe Tak ke 'POMKO OTBETHJIa KHHUIA U ycelach Ha KPOBaTh, TOKa3bIBasi TOTOBHOCTD
cnymath jekiuio. OT Takoro Baiicc 3akaTuiia ria3a, HO yiIbli0Ka cama HaroJji3jia Ha e€ JIUIIO.

— ITOT KpUCTa/I, — KMBKOM yKa3ajla OHa Ha MepeuBaloIuiicss BCEMHU 1IBeTaMU KaMeHb, — HaIllJId B
pa3BasivHAX [ajIeK0-0-0 Ha CEBEPHBIX MYCTOIIaX, Kyoa OTIIPABUIIaCh 9KCIIETUITUS C LIEeNTbI0 HaUTH
HOBHIE MECTOPOXKIEHUS. A TaK KakK TaM JOCTAaTOYHO XOJIOMHO, TO ¥ TPUMM TaM He XKHUBYT.
[TpenmonoXuTeNnbHO... — OEBYIIKa Ha CEKYHAY 3aAyMajiach, HO BCTPENEHYBIIKUCh TPOJOIKMTIA: —
HoBBIX MECTOPOXKIEHUM He HAllIM, HO HaTKHYIUCh Ha Pa3BaIMHY, T1e U ObIJIA CYHOYKH C 9TUMHU
KaMHSIMH, He MaJjio, HO ¥ He MHOT0. [1o IpegBapuTeIbHEIM HAaHHBIM, 3TO MTpaX, HO HEU3BEeCTHAs ero
PA3HOBUIHOCTS. f mOIPoOyI0 ero aKTUBHPOBATDH 3aBTPa, HEOOJIBIIOT0 OCKOJIKA JOJIXKHO OymeT
XBaTUTh. [10 uee, OH XOTh U HeCcTaOUIeH, HO He B3PLIBOOIIACEH.

— OTKyna TH 3Haelllb, YTO OH He PBAHET? — CKJIOHUJA I'0JI0BY BOOK Py0Ou.

— IIpocrTo... ecTh TaKOe 4yBCTBO, — 3aMsnack Baticc. — B mo6oMm ciydae, 51 Tebe BCE cKaszana,
Tellepb He Melllai, MHe ellle MOKJaf YOIeKy NOMUCHBATh, — TSXKETBIN B3[I0X CaM BEIPBAJICA U3 €€
rpynu. — Y TeI OB TOXeE cefla... — X0Tena 06110 Baiicc 3acTaBUTh I'PHI3TH IPAHUT HAYKU CBOIO
Imoapyry, HO ]"pOMKI/Iﬁ XJIOIIOK OBEPBIO U 6bICTpO 3aT1/1xa10m1/1151 TOIIOT OBLIN OOCTATOYHBIM OTBETOM.
— Hy k10 OBI COMHEBAJCS... — NPOIINIeNa HaclefHUIa, BO3BPallasich K CBOUM [eflaM.
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«39T0 TakK KpyTo! HyKHO MPUBECTH HE TOJILKO OCTAIBHYIO YACTh HAIlled KOMAH/IbI, HO U KOMaH[IY
JNPR Ha BCSKMii Cy4aii», — IMOOyMaJia KpacHas XHHUI[A, KOT[a HallPaBJIsylaCh B CTOPOHY KPHIIIHK, I/
ceryac JOJIXKHEI OBITH TPEHUPOBATLCS €€ MepBhIH apyT (!) ¥ ero HamapHHIIA.

— Ot XKon, [Tuppa! — BopBanachk BUXpeM JIETIECTKOB Ha Kphilry PyOu, HalyraB KanuTaHa
IpyKeCTBEHHON KOMaHAH!, KOTOPHIHM, B3BU3THYB CaMBEIM «MYKE€CTBEHHBEIM» U3 BO3MOXKHBIX ITHCKOB-
KPUKOB, IIJIIOXHYJICS Ha MSATYI0 TOUKY, BEI3bIBasl CMeX He TOJIbKO Y CBOeH IOAPYTH, HO U y HallapHUITHL.

— Py6u! He myrai TH Tak, y MeHs 4yTh Cepfilie He BHIIPHITHYI0! Oy-y-yX, — mepeBen ObIXaHue
ITapeHb U, KPSIXTS, BCTaJl. — THI YTO-TO XOTEJIa? — CIPOCHUIT OH.

— A? — He TIOHSJIa [eByIIKa, oTBIeYeHHasa [Tuppoi. — A! [la, TouHOo. Baiicc momy4ynsia HOBBIH,
HEeM3BECTHHIM KPUCTAJII IIpaxa, ¥ 3aBTPa X04YeT ero ompodoBaTh.

— U? — "e noHsan 2KoH, — MBI TO TYT IPUYEM?



— A 1ipu TOM — $1 BaC MPUIJIAIIalo0 T0y4acTBOBATh, HY ¥ IOMOYb, B CJIyYae Yero, — OTBETHIIA EMY
Py6u.

— A caMa-To Baiicc 3HaeT 0 TBOEM, CKaXKeM Tak, HpI/Il"J'IaI.T.IeHI/II/I? — COIOYypPHUII B IIOJO3PEHNH I'JIa3d
IIapeHsk. OT Takoro B3risma OEBYIIIKa OTBEJId I'lla3d. — A KoMaHfa?

— H-HeT, — THXO0 CKa3aja OHa, ThiIKas KOHYNKaMHu YKa3aTeJIbHBIX ITaJIblIeB PYK APYT B APyTra. — Ho
OHHU 6YI[YT HE HpOTI/IB! — B3BHU3THYJIA 2KHHUIIA, HE BEIOEP2KAB OIBYX OCY2KOAIOIMHUX BI3TJIAO0B. Hpre
TO2K€ HPaBUJIOCh MHOT'Oa TaK CMYIIIATh CBOIO ITIOOPYTY.

— Ecnu oHM 6YI[YT He IIPpOTUB, TO TOTOA HpI/IHéM, — II02KalJl IJIe9YaMU IIaPEeHb, — a IIPEenogaBaTelIu B
KypcCe BaIllero <<3KCHepI/IMeHTa>>? — coenan 2KoH BO3OYUIHBIE KABBIYKH.

— He 3Ha10, — 3agyMuYMBBEIM TOHOM Ipou3Hecia Pyou. — [Iymato, Mucc I'yaBuTY He OyOeT MpOTHUB.
XoTs1 HaBepHsKa MoTpedyeT TaM CBOET0 IIPUCYTCTBUS.

— Trl GBI €€ TIpenynpenusa 3apaHee, CErOgHs, HaIpUMeD, IToKa He 3abblia. KaxeTrcs MHe, el He
TIOHPABUTCSI, €CJIU BEL BCE 00BSBUTE CIIMIIKOM ITO3MHO, — BCE TPOE B3APOTHY/IM BCIIOMHUB CTPOT UM
HpaB IOMOIIHUITE fupeKTopa. OCo0eHHO Te HaKa3aHUs UYTO IPUXOAUIIOCH OT HEeE MOJIydaTh.

— MB&I ¢ paioCThIO IPHCOETUHUMCS K BaM, — CKadaJsia [Iuppa, — TOJIbKO Mpefynpenyu CBOI0 KOMaHIy
1 Mucc ['yIBUTY UM IUPEKTOpa.

— Xopomuro! — yneibHynack Py6u. — JlagHo, s mo6exara. [IpenynpexpmaTh, — U CKPHLIAch B
HEM3BECTHOM HallPaBJICHUH.

— Trl gyMaelrb, 3TO 3aKOHYUTCS XOPOIII0? — CIIPOCHUJI IIapeHb, BCTaBas B CTOMKY, YTOOHI ITPOMIOIKUTD
TPEHUPOBKY.

— 3Has uX KOMaHAY... — NPOTsAHYyJa [Iuppa, YCMEeXHYBUIUCH U CIeTKa pacciabuBIINCh, — AyMalo, Hac
JKIET 3peuile, — efBa 3aKOHYMB, OHA TYT XK€ aTaKoBasia, BEIHYAUB 2KOHa OTCTYIIUTh Ha HECKOJIBKO
AT 0B.

— Kak Xe s Hafieloch, YTOORI THI OKa3aJsiach HeIpaBa, — IPOCTOHA OH, IIEITAsICh KOHTPATAKOBATh
CBOIO HaTlapPHUIIY.
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— Thl mo3Basa Bcex KOro cMorjia? — MacCUpys BUCKH, IPOCTOHaa Baticc.
— Arach, — KuBHYyJIa el ynbibatomasics Pyou.

— A s-To XOTena cfenaTh BCE THX0, He IPHUBJIeKas BHUMaHus. HauBHasi, — BO3Beja 04 rope
OeoBoIoCad.

— IToueMy BBHI XOTeNIX IPOBECTHU TAaKOM 9KCIEPUMEHT CaMOCTOSITeNIbHO, 63 mprcMoTpa
CIEeLUATUCTOB? — CTPOro crnpocuiia I'muuna ['yoBUTY, MpaBas pyKa gupekTopa akageMuu. — [loyemy
BBl BOOOII[e Pa3pPEeLIMIA UM CcHeslaTh 9T0? — o0paTujack OHa yKe K CBOeMY HadaJbHUKY, CTOSIBIIEMY
CIIpaBa OT Hee.

— MeHs oYeHb 3aMHTEPECOBaAJ 3TOT KaMeHb. MHe Obl XOTEJI0Ch Y3HATh YTO OH MOXKET, — OTIIHII
O3muH U3 CBOel BeYHO MONIHOM KpyxkKu. — K ToMy ke, mucc [IIHu yTBEpKaaeT, 4YTo BCE OyOeT



xopoimo. Bexgb Tak? — crpocurn oH y Baiicc.

— Ila, rocriofmyH OUPEKTOp. f1 He mymalo, 4TO OH ormaceH. Ho Ha BCSKmii ciy4dait s1 OBl IIOITPOCHIIA Bac
OTOMTH, — MIpoU3Heca Balicc u HalrpaBuiIach K LIEHTPY TPEHUPOBOYHOM apeHH. — HaunHalo ¢
MaJIeHbKOT'0 OCKOJIKA.

Osna B3471a KPyIunmy, OTKOJIOTYIO €Ille BYepa, U I104ajia B Hee adypy, OT 9ero Ta ApPKO 3aCBETUIIACH,
OJHAKO, 60JIbIlIe HUYEro He IIPOXU30IIIIO.

— Crpanzo, — npo0OyOHusa oHa cebe nox Hoc. — Hukakoro agdexta, — coobumna oHa
Ha0M00alomKUM, — BO3MOXKHO, HY?KHO YBEJIUYUTb 00BEM.

Balicc 0TKOJI071a KYCOK B [IBa pa3a 00JIbllle MPEObIAYIINero ¥ BepPHyIach Ha HCXOTHYIO IO3UINI0. BHOB
SIPKUH CBET U ONATh HU4Yero. Pa3mpakEéHHas JeBYIIKa BEPHYJACh K OCTABIIEMYCST KYCKY.

— §1 moTpaTwuia MOYTH BCIO aypy HA aKTUBAIMIO 3TUX KYCOUYKOB, — 06paTUiIach OHa K IUPEKTOPY, —
IpomonkaTth 6ombie He MOTY. Ho 51 mOHsI/Ia 3aKOHOMEPHOCTh, YeM O0JIblile 0CKOJIOK, TeM O0Jblile
HY2KHO 9HEPTHH [/ er0 aKTUBAIUU, — €€ OJIyKIaloIui B3r/sy yian Ha 2KoHa, KOTOPHIN BHE3AIHO
0CO3HaJI, YTO OBITH EMY IIOOIBITHEIM KPOJIMKOM. OT TAaKOTO ITOBOPOTA OH IIOMBITAJICS OTOUTH
Imogajibilie, CKPHIBIINCE 3a cBOER HanapHHueﬁ, KOTOpas JINIIOb IIOCMEenBalaChk Haa €ero HeﬁCTBHﬂMI/I.
— Apk! — psIBKHYJIa COBCEM He TI0 apUCTOKpaTudecku Baticc. — CTOSATh! — mapeHb He 3aMep,
Ha000POT, Havall JIUIIL YCKOPSITHCS, HATIPABIISSICh K BHIXOTY.

Ho cynb6a Oruta He Ha ero cTopoHe. Ero nepsas nogpyra, Py6u, npepasna ero, IepekpsB IyTh K
OTCTYILJIEHUIO, 000THAB €T0 ¥ 3aHSB IIO3UINIO Y JBEPH.

— Et tu, PyOu?! — oT Takoro mpegaTenabCTBa rojioc mapHs copBasics. Ho Balicc, BOCIIOTb30BaBILIHCh
€ro 3aMMHKOI, BMOPO3HJia TOTO B JIEM, YTOOH He cOexXall.

— A Temneps mocnyiai Apk, — elelHO MPOTsSHYyJa Hacaeguuia. OT TAKOTO TOHA YyHKa MapHS
3abunach B KOHBYJIbCUSIX. — Tebe MPOCTO HYKHO MOaTh I000JIbIE ayphl B KAMEHB, [eI0B-T0. TH Ke
MOKeIb 3TO chaenath? 2KOH? — MOCMOTpeJIa OHa eMY B Ijla3a, Harjo I0JIb3ysaCh TEM, YTO OH
WCITLITHIBAET K HEW YyBCcTBa. A obpallleHue 1o uMeHHU, 6e3 MPO3BUI U 00UIHBIX KJIUYEK, OOUIIO TOTO.

— JlagHo... TOMBKO BHIIIYCTH MeHS, — CHaJcs oHoIIa. «becxpeOeTHbIi!» TPoKIuHal OH cels, B35B
KPHUCTAJI ¥ WIS B IIEHTP apeHbl.

3a 3TUM IIpeficTaBleHreM Ha0IIoany Bce, faxe yUuTess, HO OHUM IIPEeAToYid He BMeIIuBaThCsA. MM
caMuM ObIJIO MHTEPECHO, YTO JKe TaKoe 3TOT KaMeHb, pa3 OH TpeOyeT Ha aKTUBAIIHIO CTOIHKO ayphl.

— 4 HaumHaw0, — cKa3aj ApK cKopee s ce0si, ueM [Jis APYTHX.
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Kaxk TO/bKO mapeHb 3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPUTH, CBET, UCXOOSIIIHUHI 0T HAUMHAOIIET0 aKTHBAIHIO
3arajfloyHoro KaMHs, ycunusncs. OH CTaHOBUJICS BCe CUJIbHEE U CHJIbHee, II0Ka He CTasl HeCTePINMO
pesaTh I1a3a.

OzmnuH, HO‘-IYBCTBOBaBI_HI/Iﬁ KoneOaHus Maruy, nocejie HeOyTUMbIe, HAaCTOJIIbKO OHH OBLIH
HE3HAYUTEJIbHEBI, HAIIPAT Cs.

— Apk! — KpUKHYJI OH ITapHIO, KOTOPOT0 He OBIJI0O BUAHO K3-3a SIPKOT0 cBeTa. — 2KoH! XBaTUT



nmopmaBath aypy! [Tpekpaimait! — HO TOT He OTBETHII, a CBET JIMIIE YCUIIUIICSI. — [JTUHOA, OTKUHB OT
HEro KaMeHb, OBICTPO! — PSIBKHYJI OH Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO OT TAKOTO ['yOBUTY — MTOMOIIHHKIIA OUPEKTOPa
OBICTPO BsI371a Ce0s1 B PYKHU U MOIBITAIaCh TOYYBCTBOBAThH KAMEHb CBOUM IIPOSIBJIEHUEM.

— He mory! Cursl He ciymaoTcsl! — aHUKa B €€ rojioce YCUJInla HapacTalollyo IIaHUKY KOMaH]
JNPR u RWBY.

Kpuk 2KoHa ObLT HACTOIBKO BHE3AIIHBIM, YTO 3aCTAaBUJI COIPOTHYTHCS HaxKe yUyuTenaen. ITO ObIT KPUK
yeJl0BeKa YyBCTBOBABILIETO YzKaCHYI0 60ib. [Iuppa, He BeigepKaB mobexkasa K CBOeMy HallapHUKY, a
3a Hell ¥ oCTajIbHbIe TIOOPOCTKH.

— CTosTh! — KPUK OUPEKTOpPa IPOIIENT MUMO HUX, OTUETO TOT PEIIUII MOUTH Ha KpaliHue Mephl. OH
OBICTPO CKPYTUII BCEX MTOPOCTKOB, ¥ MTpHKa3an [ M1H[e fepkKaTh UX TeJIEKHHE30M, KOTOPBIYA KaK
0Ka3aJIoCh, OTIUYHO paboTars, eciu ero He UCIOJIb30BaTh €r0 Ha Apke.

O3nuH XKe caM IOIBITANICS TTOIONTH, BCE Ke OH OeccMepTeH, B OTINYME OT Apyrux. Ho yem Gnuxke oH
TIOIXOMMII, TeM CHUIbHEe ero OTTaJIKMBala HeM3BeCTHAs CHJIA, MOIIIO 0 TOTO, YTO €Tr0 IPOCTO
OTKHHYJIO, BIle4aTaB B CTEHY.

Mur u cepa cBeTa, B KOTOPYIO IIpeBPaTHIICS ITOAPOCTOK, NCITyCTUB BOJITHY SHEPTUU IIPOCTO
MiCIlapuiach, 0CTaBUB NOCe ce0s muib KonebaHusl pacKal€eHHOT0 BO3AyXa.

— 2K0-0-0H! — kpuK [Iuppel 3X0M 0TO3BAJICA Y KaxKaoro u3 npucyrcreyomux. — Het! Het! Her!
TonpKo He ThI! — [eByIlIKa IOJOIUIA K TOMY MECTY, Tie TOJIBKO YTO HaXOAUJICSI 0YeHb JOPOTOU I
Heé 4eJIOBeK U yIaB Ha KOJIEHHU 3aljiakana.

K Hel XKe MO0 U YJIEHH €€ KOMaH[H, KOTOpEle, 00HSB YEMIIMOHKY, Hayalu e€ yremnaTs. He
IIPOIIJIO ¥ MUHYTHI, Kak pacmiakanach yke Hopa. Ogun Pen octaBajcst HeoKojaeOuM, HO TOIBKO
Ormaromaps IposiBIeHUI0. BHyTpu Hero OyieBan yparaH.
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Ha mup-yne#t mpuObsin MHKBU3UTOD, MONYYHUBIINN CUTHAJI O HEU3BECTHOM, KOTOPHIM IOSIBUJICS
OykBaJbHO U3 Bo3Oyxa. [IpoMCKYU TBapey Baplia UM He3aperuCTPUPOBaHHEIN Icalikep? KTo 3Haer.
Ho ero pa6ota — pa306paThCs CO BCEM.

PspmoM ¢ HUM 1M ero NpubNIMKEHHEIE, TE, KOMY OH MOT JOBEPUTH CIIHHY.

— Jlopa-UukBU3uTOp ['abpuasnb, — 0THAN 4YeCTh MUCTHK, — MbI 3aCEeKJIM HEM3BECTHOE U3NIyYeHNE U
€ro OCTaTOYHBIM cyeln. MBI TOTOBH UATH T10 Ceny. Baimm npukassr?

— BcemM B 60eBoe mocTpoeHre. M He 3HaeM, C YeM CTOJIKHEMCS, — 00paTHJICS OH K CBOUM OpaThsiM.
— BceM OBITH Ha4eKY.

— EcTb! — psiBKHYNM OOMIIBI ¥ TPUTOTOBUIKUCE K OUTBE.

HuxkHue ypOBHU YiIbsi, B KOTOPOM OHM CelfdYac HaXOOWIUCh, ObLIX TeM elllé 37TaYHbIM MeCTOM, HO
['abpusnb u ero niofu ObIBalIM U He B TaKOM JiepbMe. [Icaiikep MOTHSA PYKY IPUKa3kBast
0CTaHOBUTHLCS. OH MPOBET PAM MaHUMYISALUKY U yKa3asl HallpaBIeHUE.

— 3a ITOBOPOTOM HYKHas HaM 1iefib. C3p, OH YeJIoBeK, U B HEM He UYBCTBYETCS BapIll, — OHU
TIOJOIIIY K TIOTEPSBIIEMY CO3HAHKE TTapHI0, Y KOTOPOro ObLIK PYOIBI OT 03KOTOB, HO TE



3aTSITMBAIKCh, MaJIo IIOMasy, CBeTSCh OeNIkiIM CBeToM. — HeBeposiTHO! JTa sHeprus He I0xX0xkKa HU Ha
yT10. OHa JIEUUT €T0 U, — OH MPOBEJT PYKOU HaM TeJIOM, — YCUJIMBAET ero, HEMHOT0, HO CYMMapHO
yepe3 MHOTO JIET OH O6yJeT OYeHb CHUIIEH.

— XM-M, — npoTsaHyn ['abpuanb, — roBOpulllb, B HEM HET BapIa, Aa... S TOXKe He YyBCTBYI0. 3abepéMm
€ro B JOIPOCHYI0. 3aK0BaTh ero! — OTHasl OH IIpUKas.

— Jlopm, 9Ta cuma... OHa... OHa 1eYuT! MoxkeT ecyii OBl MBI CMOTJIM IIOHSITh KaK €e MCII0JIb30BaTh,
TO... UMIIepaTop... — Hadal Icaukep.

— He 3pech, — 3aperyan ['abpuanb, — TH 3a0bUT TIe MBI HAXOIUMCS ?
— BuHOBAT, — CKJIOHUJI TOJI0OBY MUCTHK.
['abpusnb cpenai nacc pyKoH, U BOKPYT HUX o0Opa3oBaiach HeBUAUMas cdepa.

— MHe TOKe II0Ka3aJI0Ch 9TO I000nLITHEM. Ho PUCKOBATL MBI HE MOXK€E€M, — OHH IIOIIIIXA B CTOPOHY
CBO€ro KOp&6J’I5{ II03a¥ HECYIIUX 3aKOBAHHOT'O B KaHOAJIEI IIAPHA. — MHu HU3y4YUM €r0 BOOJIb U
nonepéK. Ecnu Hamo 6YI[eT — BCKpPO€EM. BrITamym BCE 4TO 3HAET, BIJIOTh 10 TOTO, CKOJILKO pa3 XoOouiI
ImocparTs. Y3Haewm, Kak IMONTYYHUTE 3Ty CUJIY, OTBETUT OH CaM MJIM MBI 3aCTaBHUM, HO... HO... — €TI0
B3rJId0 3aTyMaHUJICA Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH, — €CJIK €CTh IIaHC, YTO 3TO IIOMO2KET €My, TO MEI
OOJIXKHEI ITPUTIOKUTL BCE€ YCUIIHA. Trl MeHST TOHST?

— Jla! Bce Bo uma MnepaTopa! — HanmomHUICS 9HTY3Wa3MOM MUCTHK.
— Hawm npepncTouT MHOT0 paboTHl, APYT MOM, — IpeaBKymIalle yiubHyncs 'abpuanb. — U ecnu 310

BO3MOXKHO, JIIOOU II0Iy4aT 3Ty cuiy. Bo uma UMmnepuyma.
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