4 motepsina CYET BPEMEHHU B OXKUOAHUYU CBOEH y4aCTH. B MO0 TEMHUITY HE ITPOHUKAN COTHEYHBIN
CBET, U HUKTO He IPUHOCUII MHE e[y, I03TOMY 5 He 3Halla, KaK AOJIr0 HaX0XyCh 3nech. OgHaKO
u3penKa Xepec HaBelllaa MeHs.

- Bce B nopsake? - Kak-TO pa3 CIPOCUJI OH Y MEHs, 3allepTOil B HACKBO3b IIPOTHUBIIEN TEMHUIIE.

Ero xonopHEBIE, KaK JIEM TIa3a, He BeIpaxkaIu HU 0€CIOKOMCTBA, HM HacMeIKu. Ero romoc Ovli
paBHOOYIIHEIM, OyATO OB S Ka3ajach eMy KaJIKoW U HUYTOXKHOU 060pPBaHKOM.

- Bcé aTo BpeMsi 1 6€CIIOKOMIACh, YTO TH HE MPU/IEIIh IIOMPOLIATLCS C TI0OUMOM XKEHYIIKOH, HO,
BU[IMMO, OIIUONIACh... IBUJICS - He 3aIlBUIAJICS, - C JIETKUM CMELIKOM, 37I0PafiHO OTBETHUJIa
[IeByIIKa Ha ero BOIpOC.

"fl oTBeTHIIA TO, O UeM [iyMaJsia BCE 3TO BpeMs. YEpT... 1 IeNCTBUTEIBHO XK/aia ero. B mocnenuue
MUHYTHL CBOEH KaJIKOW KU3HH, 5 IUIIL X0Tejla BHOBb YBUAETH €r0..."

- Y MeHs ecTh TO, UTO 5 X04y BaM cka3aTh, JOPOroil MyKeHEK, - yxke 0e3 ynbbKu cmabo mpolenTania
dq.

"IIa... CJIOBa, KOTOPHIE S XOUY CKa3aTh Tebe Imepen CMepThIo..."

M3-3a cCKa3aHHOI'0 MHOM, Ha MUT II0Ka3aj0Ch, KaK B3rJgf Xepeca OPOTHYJ. X0Ts, KOHEYHO, 3TO
HEBO3MOXKHO.

- 1o cux mop g XKuja TakK TUXO U 3aypsAAHO TOJIBKO pagu Bac.

BocmomuHaHuS 0 IIPOLIJIBIX JHAX HAXJIBIHYJIM Hd MEHS CTp&I.T.IHOI:I BOJIHOH.

"f numb Xo4y, 4TOOHI TH 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO OKa3aji0 OTPOMHOE BIIMSHKE Ha MOIO XKHU3Hb." -
XaOTUYHEIE MBICTTM BUTAJIX B €€ TOJIOBE, HE [aBasl MOHSTh, TIe PealbHbIM MUP, a Te JIUIIh OTT0JI0COK
IIPOIIJIOT0, MYYaloIIero e€.

- A BCcé moToMy, 4TO g Kak mypa o0e3ymesiasi, 6ecriaMsiTHO mobusia Te0s! - mpe3peHHo BhITaIuIa
OHa.

OueHb CHUJILHO U YIIOPHO. IMEHHO Tak OHa ero iobunia.

"Ila, oH OB YePTOBCKHU Xopoti cob6oii. Ho, yBHI, He GBI XOPOIIKM YeroBeKoM. Korga s mpuiiiia B
ce0s, To yxe Oblna B/o0OIeHa B HETO T10 YIIIN, ¥ MO€ CepAlle Pa3phiBajioCh OT TOCKU K HEMY."

- ¢ He 3Hasa, 4TO 3Ta JTIIOO0BL OKAXKETCS SIAOM... - IPOAOJIZKAa TPYCTHRIM MOHOJIOT OEBYIIKA, ¥ C



KaXXObIM Pa30M HaJeXaa B e€ Ta3ax BCE 0orblile II0TyXaJla, ITPKU B3TJIAO€ Ha HEero.

"B utore, Most 11000Bb OKa3aaach CMEPTENIbHEIM sioM. He TOJIBKO [IJIsT MEeHs, HO [aXKe OIS MOEro
OpaTa, uMIepaTopa 3Toi MMnepuu, oHa oOpekiia Hac 060uxX Ha morudesnsb. U s moHsIa 9TO TOIBKO
ceiiyac."

JUIKH MOCMOTPesIa Ha Xepeca 6ecCTPaCTHEIM B3TJISIIOM. Y2Ke Oblji0 6€CCMEBICTIEHHO TOBOPUTH YTO-
TO 0 CBOE# MI00BH UK XKe 00ue. Y Heé He 0CTaloCh HUYero, KpoMe IyCTOTHL.

- Ecnu 6 s TOMbKO 3Hasa, Y4eM 3TO BCE OOEPHETCS MOEM CeMbe... TO TaK JIETKO He MoAmasach Obl
Tebe, - C TOpeublo B yIkIOKe yTelnasna ceOs eByIKa.

"Ecnu 6 He Oe3paccygHble UYyBCTBa JII00BU, 3aCTUIABIINE MOK pa3yM, 51 OBl JaBHO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO
MO MY2K 3aMBICJTUII TOCYIapCTBEHHYIO U3MEHY, U 5 OBl HE 0Ka3ajach B CTOJIb HUUTOXKHOM
cutTyaluu... Hu s, Hu Mo OpaT He BCTPETUIH OBl CTOJIh MPUCKOPOHEIM KOHeI,"

B xoHIIe 11000r0 pOMaHa CTaBUTCS TOYKA, ¥ ITOPOM JIUIIb OT HAaC 3aBUCUT: IIEPEUIET I OHA B
MHOT'OTOYHe...

- Ecnu u ocTanmock coxkajieHue, TO TOJIBKO OJHO: YTO S O CaMOT0 KOHIAa BepuIa, YTO ThI, YOIIIOIOK,
Oymelib CHUCXOUTENIEH KO MHe!

"Bce 3T 5 neT Halllel ceMeNHOU XKU3HY, g YIPSIMO BEPUJIA, YTO KOTAa-HUOYOb TH TOCMOTPHUIIE Ha
MeHs. He 00513aTeIbHO UCTIHITEIBATh TaKUe K€ YYBCTBA, KaK U 51, HO MIPUMAET [IeHb, U ThI
IIPUBSXKEIIBCS KO MHE Kak... f Bcel AyILIOU Bepuia B 3T0!"

Ilaxe, Kormga Bce BOKDYT XOJIOOHO 'OBOPHJIIN, YTO 3TOTO HUKOT'IA HE HpOH30fIJIeT, el JIUIIb
IMPUXOOUJIOCH MOJIYa IIPUHUMATE 3TO U TUXO XKOATh. JTio6as OEeBYIIKA 3aCIyXKHWBA€T CHACThI...

- 91 He cMora u36aBUTHCS OT CBOEM HUKYOBIIITHOW BITIOOJIEHHOCTH, ¥ YIIOPHO CTOs/Ia Ha CBoeM. BoT o
yeM 5 IeMCTBUTENIBHO coxasielo. Ho Temeps s MUIL MedTalo O TOM, KaK Thl, THH[IA, COOXHEIb B
a[CKUX MyKaX, I7le MBIl 1 BCTPETUMCS!

"OTHBIHE g n30aBUJIACh OT Hee. XOTh U CJIUIIKOM II03[HO, B IIOCIEIHIOI0 CEKYHOY CBOEH
JKM3HU..." -TIOCMOTPEB Ha Xepeca, OHa B MOCTIeTHUY pa3 yIRIOHYIach eMy.

Ha cexyHAy ero ria3a pacUIMPUINCE OT ynouBneHus. Kak OyaTo oH GBI IITOKUPOBAH MOEH YIILIOKOM.

MHe O5BLIO BCe PaBHO ITOYEMY OH YAUBUIICA. I, KOTOpas MOCTOSTHHO KPYTUIach BO3JIe HETO, XOTS OB
B IIOCJIEHIOI0 CEKYHAY CBOEM XKM3HU IIPUBeEJIa ero B CMATEHUE.

"4T0 XK, a 3TO HE TaK yXK U IJI0X0!" - mogymasna s ¥ IIOCMOTpesia eMy IIPSIMO B I'jla3a.



"Hapeloch, 4TO IOCTIEIHUN MOMEHT Moe# rubenu, OyoeT oTrnevaTaH B TBOUX 0€3IOHHO
YEpHBIX I'Ta3ax."

Hymas 00 3TOM, 51 B3si7la B PyKHU S ¥ BBEINIKAJIa €ro. MHe X0TeJI0Ch YMepeTh IPSIMO Iepef HUM,
CMOTPS eMy B ria3a. M yxKe He BaxXKHO, Oy[eT /i1 OH paf, UK ke OygeT MydaTcs OT YyBCTBA BUHHI.

- Otcocu, numop!

[TmoTs]

9TOT s melcTBOBAJl MOMEHTAIbHO, KaK TOJIBKO S €T0 BBIMTKIIA, TO TOYYBCTBOBaa OYATO OTOHB
TIOJIbIXaeT B Moel rpynu. I'ma3a Havyaau Me[JIeHHO 3aKphIBaThCS. Bce BOKPYT pacIIBIIOCh, 3BYKH
IIOCTEIIeHHO OTAAJISAIUChH ¥ BCKOPE TepecTany JOXOAUTh J0 MOUX yIIeH.

[IpsiMo meper TeM, KaK MOU T'Jla3a OKOHYATEIbHO 3aKPHUIKCH, S YBUIENla CIIMHY Xepeca, ¥ MU
TIOTPY3UJICS BO THMY...

"9T10 KoHell..."

*kkk

"d mepTBa?"

"OmnpeneneHHO MepTBa... Bengs Tak? CTpaHHoO..."

HeoxugaHHO TeMHasi HOYb ITOMAOIIIA K KOHITY, ¥ Ha €€ CMeHYy IpuIllesl paccBeT. Mou riasa
OTKPBITUCH, U S IPOCHYJIACh, CIIOBHO ceryac Ob110 00bYHOEe yTPo. Ho 4To-TO OBITIO HE TaK... OTKPHIB
r7a3a, s 3aXKMYypPUIIach OT CIIEIISIIEero CBeTa BOCXOMSINEr0 COTHIIA M MO€E TeJI0 Ka3ajloCh TSXKEeIbIM U
obeccuneHHbIM. Ho moropuTe-Ka, 9TH OIIyIIeHUs CBOMCTBEHHEI JIUIIb JKUBBIM. ..

"4r0 3a xpeHn?!"

¢ He Morya COBUHYTHCS C MecTa. MHe Ts1KeJo ObIJI0 0CO3HATh, UTO IIPOUCXOOUT CO MHOM.

OCMOTpEBIIUCE, fabkl MOHSTD, TE 1, YBUAEIa 3HAKOMBIE ITOTOJIKY U JIIOCTPHL... S BUAesa 3TOT
cToy0 BO3Jie KpOBAaTH KaXAyI0 HOYbL U KaXJI0e YTPO, B TeUeHue NATH JieT. Y TOJIbKO Tora s MOHSA,
YTO HAX0XyCh B CAaMOM IIPUBEIYHOM [1JIs1 MEHS MecTe... B Moell cnasbHe...

"ITouemy g B KomHaTe?"

¢ yBepeHHa, YTO TOT{la MOe Cepflle 0CTaHOBUIOCh. He 3Hai0, BO3MOXKHO JIX 9TO, HO 5T YETKO



IIOMHKJIA TOT MOMEHT, KOrfa "OTKMHYJIa KOHbKHU".

¢ HeMHOTO IPUIOAHSTIA CBoe Teno. Kak s 1 myMaia, OHO ObIIO TSKEeJbIM.

"Bk

4 He 3Haa, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT, HO Ha BCSIKUU CJlyYyall Hadajla paccMaTpuBaTh CBOe TeJlo. B meHb
BOCCTaHMUS, KOTHa 5 HalpaBjIsjiach B UMIIEPaTOPCKUM IBOPEL], a0kl BCTPETUTHCS C JIbIOMCOM, ¥ MeHS
IIOSIBUJIOCH MHOT'0 PaH 10 BceMy Teily. Ho UX He BBUJIEYUIIH, TaK KakK I[I0CJIe 3TOT0 MEeHs 3alepiiu B
TeMHUIe. [103TOMY celiuac MOM paHbl OMKHBI OBITh Ha MecTe. Hy unu XoTst Obl OMXKHBI OBIITH
OCTaThCS CIemsl OT neyenusi. OMHAKO KPOMe YCTalIOCTH He ObIIO HU4Yero: He 0ojiesla HU OJHA YacCTh
MOEro Teja.

"Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO... IT0 coH?! Torga 4To Ha caMoM [ejie ObIO CHOM: BOCCTaHUE UM XKe caMa
9Ta cuTyanusg?"

Ecnu 3T0 BCe OBIIO JIGfICTBHTeHbHO JIMIIb CHOM, TO €TI0 MO2KHO Ha3BaThb KOIIIMapPOM. CaMeiM
Y2KaCHBIM 1 2KECTOKHM M3 BCEX, YTO e}l CHUJINCE.

¢l BBICOKO TIOMHSIIa BBEPX PYKY ¥ M30 BCEX CHUJI yapuia cebs 1o meKe.

- Al

[Tlexu MOKpaCHENH.

"BomnwHO..."

Ecnu 611 3T0 GBI COH, TO 51 OBI He omyiana 60mu. Ho, Kak He 1MevasnbHo, 51 e€ OmpeneIeHHO
YyBCTBYI... TaK 4TO 3TO HE MOXKET OBITH CHOM.

"f1 Bemp moKHa OBITH MepTBA... Kak Takoe MOTJI0 mpou3oiTu? IToyeMy s Bce elé Hax0XkKyCh B 3TOM
KOMHAaTe fjaxe [10CJie CMePTU? 30eCh Y MEHs HeT XOPOLIUX BOCIIOMUHAaHUU... HeT, U Bce ke
WHTEPEeCHO, MOT'y JIX S YyBCTBOBATh 00JIb, laxke, ecu yMmepia?"

He Tak maBHO MOTEPSHHEIE OIIYIEHHS Hadaau CTPEMUTEIbHO Mpo0yKOoaThcs. 1 ymapuia
TIPOTUBOIIONIOKEHHYIO IIEKY €lIle CUIbHEE.

[1/p: crpaluBaeTcs: Ha KOM YEPT ceOsT KOIOUIMaTUTh?!

- Air!



"Tak Toxke 60nbHO. M maxe oueHb. He gymalo, UTO BO CHE UJIH K€ MEPTBHIE JIIOIU MOTYT
YyBCTBOBATh TaKylo 60Jib. XM, MEPTBbIe UyBCTBYIOT 60J1b...9TO CTPaHHO. 4 mymarna, yTo ymepina. Ho
9TO MPOTUBOPEYHUT IIPOUCXOAAIIEMY ceryac..."

- ’KuBa 51 g1 cetiuac?

9TO 0YEeHb MAJIOBEPOSITHO, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs, 9TO UMeeT MeCTO OBITh: TO, YTO s XKUBa. 2Krydas
0071b, ¥ 9TO 3HAKOMOE MeCTO. EC/Iu 3TO He COH U He 3arpOoOHBINM MUP, TO eHUHCTBEHHOE 00BbSICHEHNEe
BCEMY - 5 XKWBa.

- Ho kak...

MoxeT 711 9TO OBITH ITPABIOM?

"Torpa s1 TOUHO yMepJa, OnOKY OBITH HE MOXKET..."

4 yeTKO ITOMHMIJIA OIIyIleHKe, KaK 57 PaCIIPOCTPAHSNICS [10 MOeMY Telly. Takoe He IlepelyTaells.
Brino HecTepnuMo 60IBHO, HO B TO K€ BpeMS TaK CIOKOMHO... CIIOKOMHO OT TOTO, YTO BCE
3aKOHYUJIOCH.

"Ho moyeMy $ BCE el eIy ?"

KTo cmac MeHsd u IepeHec B MOIO KOMHaTY? 3T10 3BYYHUT CIIMIIKOM HEBEPOATHO. Taxk ¢ HOTepefI
6paTa, OTHBIHE HET TaKOI'0O YeJIOBEKa.

Yro ceivac mpoucxoguT? Huuero He MOHSTHO.

"EOVHCTBEHHOE, 4YTO S Ceryac MOI'y CHOesaTh - y3HaTh, YTO Ha CaMOM [JeJie [Ipou301Io..."
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